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A

L E T T E R

ADDRESSED

TO THE LEGISLATIVE BODY

O F

THIS KINGDOM.

R s —— =

Moft illuftrious Guardians,

H E eftablithed order, and good de-

corum of fociety, have been, of late,
much difturbed, and nearly fet at defiance.
Deliberate boxing matches have been pub-
licly exhibited, in dire€t violation of every
law, of humanity, and common decency:
thefe fhameful 1rregularities have not mere-
ly been fuffered, but report fays, have re-
ceived a fanftion from men whofe duty as

good
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good citizens, but elpecially as magiftrates,
1t,was to have prevented them.

Pugilifm has revived its name, i1s much
encouraged, and has acquired a {candalous
popularity. New bargains are daily mak-
ing for combats of this fort; fcarce a newf-
paper but what keeps alive the {ubjett! the
print-fhops difguft the eye, by holding out
in full view the naked portraits of the brui-
{fers; and almolt everywhere the ears are
annoyed with fome remarks on this brutal
fathion: It can fcarcely be hoped, therefore,
that {fuch nvafions will either be wholly
prevented ar leflened ; but rather, 1t 1s to be
feared, that they will increafe, 1f the legi-
flative power does not ftep forth, either to
prefcribe new laws, or elfe command a firict
exertion of thofe already framed, for the
maintenance of the public quiet! With

fuch a hope, I have here ventured to addrefs
the
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the legiflators of my country;.and hope
they will accept as an apology for {uth a
freedom, the neceflity of {ome appeal for

regulation.

But, {ince the antiquity of boxing has
been cried up, from the manners of Greece
and Rome, and 1ts advantages contended
for, by fhewing the valour of an Englifh-
man, I fhall, in the courfe of this letter;
endeavour to f{hew, that whatever might
have been the opinions, or the neceffities, of
thofe barbarous times, fuch examples ought
not, at this time, to hold good ;—that they

are repugnant to the laws and maxims of a
civilized {tate—that they evidence but little
if any courage—difcover much barbarity—
and that they are not inftrumental to any

{ervice, but are certainly produétive of ma-
ny evils.

B The
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The Greeks, we very well know, had
their public games, which confifted in five
exercifes—Leaping—Running— Throwing
the difcus—Wreftling—and, Boxing with
the ceftus; all of which were held in high
eftimation among them. Indeed, all fuch
exercifes as promifed to make them hardy,
and fit for war, to which they were perpe-
tually expoled, were every one of them par-
ticularly countenanced: 1in their other games,
the Olympian, the-Pythian, and the Ne-
mean, befides feveral others, which were all
folemnly obferved, in honour and perpetua-
tion of fome great attion, either the Olym-
plan game, to Olympian Jupiter, after his
vicétory over the fons of Titan, at which
time Mars is faid to have been crowned for
boxing, and Apollo to have been fuperior
to Mercury at running; or the Pythian
games, which are faid to have been 1n ho-
nour of Apollo their founder, when he had

over-
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overcome Python, a ferpent or cruel tyrant:
but 1t 1s evident, that all their exercifes
were intended to emulate their youth to
courage and to fame. Owid, alluding to
this, fays,

““ His juvenum gquicunque, manu, pedibufve, ratave
““ Vicerat, efculea capichat frondis banorem

¢ Nondum laurus erat.”

At thefe games, great care was taken to
prevent all unfair and underhand dealings,
no treachery between the competitors was
{uffered under pain of thejevereft fine; and
each contender for fame was obliged to
{wear, that he had employed ten whole
months in preparatory exerciles. .
-

Such were the cuftoms of ancient Greece;
they held themf{elves in continual readinefs
for war,—Ariftotle {peaking of Greece in

its more barbarous ftate, fays ¢ That they
B o “ were
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were a barbarous and uncivilized nation ;
that they thought they had a juft title to
whatever they could plunder, and re-
figned their prey whenever a more pow-

erful enemy made his claim.”—Plutarch

likewife favs, ¢ That at this time 1t was
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dangerous to travel by land to Athens,
as no place 1n the country was free from
thieves and murderers; for that age pro-
duced a {ort of men—for {trength of arms,
{wiftnels of fcot, end vigour of body, ex-
celling the ordmary race of men: yet
making ufe of thefe gifts of nature to no-
thing good or profitable to mankind;
butrejoicing and taking pride in infolence,
and pleafing themf{elves 1n the commiflion

of barbarous and inhuman cruelties®*.”

The Romans at length imitated, and even

improved, the gymnaftic, athletic, and {por-

* [)ide Potter's Antiq. page 22d, vol. II.

tive
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tive games of the Greeks. They had befides,

in their amphitheatres, gladiators, who were
ufually flaves, and tought from mere necel-
{ity ; fome who were not {laves, yet for a
livelihood, would hire themielves for this
purpofe.

It was at one time a cuftom among the
Romans to {acnfice {laves, at the funerals
of perfons of rank; and rather than they
{lhould be inftantaneoufly killed, they were
permitted to fight againft each other, and
he who killed his adverfary, preferved
his own life. The people were fo fond of
thele amulements, that not only emperors,
but all rich citizens, and candidates for any
public office, courted their favour, by fre-

quently treating them with thefe bloody
entertainments.

Julius Cefar, in his edilefhip, is faid to
have diverted the people with three hun-

dred
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dred and twenty couple of gladiators.—It
was ufual for the mafter of thefe wretches,
to make them {wear, before the battle, that
they would fight t1ll death; and if they did
not {ucceed, they were tortured to death,
either by fire or by the {word, or fome other

cruelty.

From f{laves this inhuman exercife {fpread
even to people of rank and condition ; how-
ever, Roman emperors gradually leflened
this brutal play, and confined it only to
certain occafions : indeed, the republic of
Rome, when Cataline’s confpiracy broke
out, imprifonea thele gladiators, left they
ihould join the difaffeted party; for {fuch
was the caution and f{ufpicious dread of
the {enate, that thofe who had betore {pilt
blood for fport, might turn the tables, and
take the advantageous opportunity of {pil-
ling theirs in earneft.

More
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IMore might be advanced to prove the
barbarities of both Greeks and Romans;
but we muft admit, 1n extenuation of their
bafer entertainments, the very unpolifhed
ftate that they were once 1in, wholly unac-
quainted with the modern refined arts of
peace and war: they were In continual
broils with themielves, and perpetually at.
tacked by furrounding enemies ; hence their
tempers became ferocious, favage, and un-
jult; yet notwithftanding all this, luxury
and diflipation at length crept in among
them, which efleminated their manners, and
thus they became the conqueft and prey of
others. |

In this fhort retrofpeft of Greek and
Roman cuftoms 1t may be fairly difcerned,
that whatever was once a plea for {uch
cxercifes, will by no means hold good 1n a

more enlightened day, and in a {ociety of
civilized manners.

The



( 16 )

The laws of England, to which we owe
obedience, protett every man, as well n
the honeft acquifition as in the peaceable
pofleflion of his property: as the good
covernment under which he lives, 1s the
guardran of his perfon and his rights, 1t
iikewife claims to be the {ole avenger of his
wrongs. 1 here 1s {carce any thing which
human wildom could either forefee or fug-
geft, that 1s not contrived for the juftice—
for the comfort—and, for the difcipline of
foctety at large; the meaneflt member of it,
in point of juftice and equity, claims peer-
age with the highefl rank and fortune: we
fhould therefore be jealous of fuch good
laws, and tenacious of thefe cnviable and
comfortable privileges, and hold him an
enemy to public and private eafe, who wan-
tonly violates the one, or unneceflarily dif-
turbs the other.

Englifh-
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Englifhmen are not born with the {pirit
of favagenefs nor of barbarifm, nor are they
introduced to 1t either by neceflity or by
example ; fuch therefore among them as
have acquired fuch a temper, muft not only
have been tramned up in the moft abjeét
vulgarity and ignorance, but by habit and
propenfity have at laft exchanged the feel-
ings of a man for thofe of a brute: hence,
fuch monfters are intruded on the better
part of community, and under the pretext
of valour and of bravery,‘i'mpofe on the
credulous, and annoy the peaceable.

When men are legally called forth to
battle, 1n the delence of their country, and
in a juft caule, 1t is a great, and 1t is a noble
undertaking ;—and to make the beft de-
fence we poflibly can, when, either the
property, or the perfon, of ourfelves, or our
neighbour, 13 endangered, and when out

C of



( 18 )

of the reach of better he]i), is both natural
and juftifiable : but defignedly to flir up
matter of contention and itrife, 1s both dif-
honourable and unmanly !—and the laws
have not Icrupled to brand him as a mur-
derer, who, 1n a premeditated combat, fhall
kill his adverfary; and this equally applies
to the boxer as 1t does to the duellift.—The
enormous guilt of murder 1s not confined
to the combatants themf{elves, but i1s entailed
on their {econds and abettors ; {tains them
with the {ame opprobrium, and, of courfe,

makes them hable to the fame exemplary
punifhment,

Sir Edward Coke delcribeth murder to

be * when a perfon of found memory and
“ dilcretion unlawfully killeth any realon-

(11

able creature in being, and under the

““ King’s peace, with malice afore-thought
‘“ either exprefs or implied.” And Judge

Black-
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Blackftone obferves, * That this definition
“ takes in the cafe of deliberate duelling,
“ where both parties meet avowedly with
“ an intent to murder, thinking it their duty
“ as gentlemen, and claiming 1t as their
‘“ privilege to wanton with their own lives,
““ and thofe of their fellow-creatures, with-
“ out any warrant or authority from any
“ power, either divine or human, but in
“ direft contradiétion to the laws of both
““ God and man ; and therefore the law has
“ juftly fixed the crime and punifhment of
“ murder on them, and their feconds alfo :
“ And, 1f upon a fudden quarrel, two per-
“ fons fight, and one of them kills the
““ other, this 1s man{laughter; but if there
““ be a {ufhcient cooling time for paffion to
“ fubfide, and reafon 1o mterpole, and the
‘“ perfon {o provoked kills the other, this is
““ deliberate revenge, and not heat of blood;

“ and accordingly amounts to murder: and

C 2 ¢ 1
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* if two or more come together, to do an
““ unlawful a&t againft the King’s peace, of
““ which the probable confequence might be
“ bloodfhed ; as to beat a man, to commat a
“ riot, or to rob a park, and one of them
““ kills a man, 1t 1s murder tn them all ; be-
¢ caufe of the unlawful att, the malitra
“ precogitata, or evil intended -before-
“ hand *.”"—From opinions, therefore, of
{uch high authority, it muft be an hazardous
adventure even to witnefs outrages of this
defcriptioﬁ s and much more {o, of courfe,
in thofe who are manifeftly interefted in
them : feeing that if no better principle
fhould make a man to abhor thefe inhuman
{ports, than a mere dread of what may hap-
pen to himfelf, fince he may, perchance,
bring down on his head the guilt and ven-
geance due to a murderer: but even fup-

* Vide Blackftone’s Com. ch. 14, p. 199, 191, 200.

poling



( 21 )
poﬁng_ that -he fhould efcape both, on what

ground does the advocate for boxing reft
his caufe, or juftify the meafure? Will he
tell me, that it 1s the good old Englith way
of fighting, and keeps up. the bravery of an
That 1t may be the old

Englifbman ?
Englifh way of fighting, or not be, 1s hard-
ly worth contending about; but I will go
a ftep further, and allow, no civilized coun-
try whatever to be fo much diftinguifhed
for this mode, as England 1s:—but does it
follow, that either the fingularity or the
antiquity of any breach; either of law or of
decorum, deferves umitation ?—If 1t be [ao
infifted. on, Cain. 1s the firft example we
read of ; he firlt glutted a malicious foul in
his brother’s blood ; and whether the Eng-
lifhman with his fift, thinks himfelf a better
copy of the original, than the Frenchman
with his {word, the Italian with the ftiletto,
or the Spaniard with his poniard, is a
matter of too bafe an enquiry,

If
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If it be faid again, that this kind of fight-

ing is a proof of courage, and keeps alive

In thefe
points I muft beg to differ: Courage is a

the bravery of an Engli{hman

generous power of the mind, which gives
fupport under a fenfe of danger; when ex-
ercifed in a good caufe, it is a virtue; but
ceafes to be noble, when employed in a bad
one. True courage difdains to be petu-
lant ; it neither feeks a danger, nor fhrinks

Q
to meet 1t.

If to every hazard and danger which men
wanton]'y rufh into, the name of courage 1s
to be given, that illuftrious title would foon
be vilely tarnifhed; fince the dauntlefs war-
rior, the highwayman, and the common
midnight plunderer, each of whom expolfes
his hfe to danger, would, in fuch a cale,
fhare alike the honour: But courage and
fortitude are the refult of coolnefs and uni-

formity,
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formity, under the influence of a proper
fenfe of honour, and in a good caufe. It
1s the apparent juflice of a matter which
gives the genuine courage : the other is on-
ly ufurped and counterfeited. It was the
{uppoled juftice of the caufe which infpirit-
ed the Greeks and Romans to their com-
bats: they imagined their different deities
to have prefided at them, and to have de-
termined vi€tory in favour of that caufe
which was 1n the right: But in the battles
which are now immediatelyalluded to, there
1s not the leaft {hadow of either juftice, ne-
ceflity, or advantage, to provoke the con-
teft.  Juftice cannot be concerned in it,
fince neither of the parties has been in-
jured; and we are told, that when they
firip for the combat, they feel no malice,
refentment, nor ill-will, one toward the
other ;—and, fo perfett in friend(hip are
they, and yet fuch volunteers at the fame

time
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time for the fight, that before its commence-
ment, they give the token of mutual har-
mony, by co-joining of hands: fo that,
from their own account, and behaviour,
there can be neither juftice nor neceflity in
the ficht. It muft be, therefore, to {ay no-
thing worle, the engagement of fools, to
hazard life for no realon—to fight without

any provocation, and—to be in a pofture

of defence, where no harm 1s intended.

But the neceflity of this fight is attempted
to be juitified on the {core of {elf-defence ;
that as men are daily expofed to affronts
and perfonal aflaults, it i1s neceflary for
them to acquire fome knowledge of defend-
ing themfelves; and, as the filt is lcfs dan-
gerous than either the fword or the piftol,

1t 1S confequently a faler and better mode
of redrefs.

But,
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But, firft, it does not appear at all necef-
fary, that any perfon, not officially called
upon, fhould be at pawns to inftruét him-
{elf 1n any way of defence ; and expe-
rience has proved, that the more ignorant
1n this refpeft a man 1s, the fewer quarrels
he 1s expofed to; for the very conicious
pofleflion ot a fighting talent, too oftenygives
prefumption with it—and that prelumption
ftirs up broils and battle.

In all cafes of emergency, where imme-
diate defence 1s neceflfary, Nature, as in a
thoufand other inftances, is ever ready to
exert her beft: Befides, admitting the plea
of felf-defence as neceflary—boxing 1s a ve-
ry unfair mode. Scarcely can you find two
perfons,butwhat there will appear an evident
advantage 1n one, more than 1n the other;
and {uppofing the abler one fhould have,
in addition to his ftrength, the fkill of filt-

D INg
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ing, the life of the one muft be greatly en-
dangered, if not {acrificed, whilft the perfon
of the other 1s {carcely harmed :—In thas
particular, 1t has not even the apparent
fairnefs of a piftol adjultment; for in box-
ing, there muft always be a difproportion
{fome way or other, which 1s not {o manifeit
in a duel; and 1t 1s highly probable, that a
fear of what may be the rmmediate confe-
guence of an engagement with the piftol,
prevents a more rapid addition to the al-
ready too numerous catalogue of duelliits!
Daringly to rufh into the prefence of Al-
mighty God, uncalled for! and leave a
{ociety on earth, which has not deferved the
infult of defpifing her laws ;—nor parents,
nor friends,nor children,have provoked {uch
inhumanity, as abruptly to leave them-——
comfortlefs! are a few daggers, which I beg
the duellift courageoufly to apply to his
heart, when he reclines on his pillow, and

then
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then to alk him, if ke can fight >—But my
bufinefs at prefent is not {o much with him,
as the boxer: and therefore I refume that
fubjett, with only this remark, That if, on
the principle of felf-defence, boxing be re-
commended, on a {fuppofition of running
but a fmall nik, 1t would be adopted on
every trifling occafion ; and inftead of leffen-
ing, it would increafe the evil.

The common people, who are principally
in pofleflion of the art, and who by nature
arec beft fitted for the execution, would,
either for profit or fame, have continual
hights ; and maflmuch, as a blow is fome-
times as efteCtual a death as the application
of a bullet, it is highly probable, that the
vitims to boxing would cxceced by fifty
times, thofe who are now murdered by the

piftol.
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If exercife be wanting for the amufement
of the lower order, let them adopt fuch as
is not fanguinary—and at the fame time,
manly and hardy; {fuch as—running, coit-
ing, &c. as did the Greeks and Romans ;
or any other good athletic game; but let
not the infamy of boxing proftitute longer
the name of courage—1‘4at 1s a virtue of the
mind, and does not exift i1n gigantic form,
or mulcular power, elle the ox and the afs
would claim a fuperiority ; nor is it evi-
denced by agility of body—by every quirk
and fhift ; even the goad old Englifh fight.
ing, 1 appeal to Englifhmen, ever confidered
thofe little fugiuves, as mean and timid.
Juftice! that facred name, cannot, 1t is nat,
called 1n queftion here!

~ Sclf-defence ! a dangerous, ufelefs, and
unfair one !—where neither neceflity, nor
advantage, has been proved ; and if none

of



( 29 )

of thefe can plead for the fight, 1t muft be
an unprincipled one ;—and he 1s the rufhan
and not the man, who engages in'1t! Such
fort of defence can never ferve a country
in time of neceflity ; we do not determine
the events of nations by combats of the
fift ; it is the difcipline of a courageous
army, and an undaunted navy, which {tamps
a lufire on Britifh noblenels.

If therefore, in thefe leveral inftances,
boxing is fo contrary to the maxims of a
civilized government, and 1s neither directed
by courage, neceflity, nor by advantage to
fociety ; it follows, that thefe bloody {cenes
muft be a brutal fport, unworthy of Eng-
hfhmen !

Thefe {peflacles afford no entertainment
to the warrior, or the valtant man—to the
makxs
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man of refinement—to the {cholar—or,
really, to the gentleman! No, 1t gives plea-
fure principally to thole, who are charmed
with the uproars of a bull-baiting, or the
cruelties of a cock-fighting; minds of this
caft, crowd to the field of carnage, and like
leeches, thrive on the blood that 1s {pilt!

What more degrading, what more filthy
an exhibition does Nature {carcely prelent,
than, two human beings, defacing the image
with which the Almighty favoured them,
and that with more fury, than even would
the maftff brutes to each other! The bealls
of the earth, who may witnefs it, could they
but realon, would contend for their {upe-

riority in creation !

It 1s high time, then, for the Legiflature
to 1interpofe, and put an effe€tual flop to

the career of thefe difhonourable exercifes,
| which
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which occafitn, befides its brutality, {o many

other evils.

Firft, Boxing-matches encourage dlenefs
—the fruitful root of every vice: money 1s
gambled away, to the ruin of fome, and the
diffipation of others. The wealth which
thele fighters are faid to accumulate, 1s a
great temptation to many to attempt the
fame; and where inclination is brought on,
inflru€ion offers at the fame time! Schools
for this purpofe are now open—ifor the
benefit of the rifing generation !—treatiles
are written on the A»t, for as fuch it now
ranks—and the praifes of the conquerors
arc {fung about the {treets !

Inducements {fuch as thefe, are too power-
ful not to have great influence on unpolifh-
cd minds; and are fufficient to perfuade
them, to throw up their ufeful labours 1n

' .
fociety,
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fociety, and join the numerous lift of trad-

ing boxers.

In fine, thefe enormities are too pregnant
with every fort of miichief, longer to be
‘borne with ; for they promife nothing lefs
than rendering more callous the feelings,
and making ftill more dz/folute the manners
of the lower order of the people, as well as
the gradual extintion of that éravery, and
human:ty, which at prefent {fo much adorn
the Britith charater; and if greatnefs or
goodnefs be wanting to encourage others
to withdraw themfelves from thefe unwor-
thy purfuits, they have lately heard of Ome,
who, as he 1s 1n almoft every other inftance
lo defervedly copied and admired, fhould
not fail to command that refpet fo parti-
tularly due to him in this. To the ho-
nour of the Lord Chief Juftice, he has ex-
prefled his greateft difpleafure and refent-

ment
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ment againft thofe, who, in fpite of all de-
cency, fhall treat the laws by which they
are protefted, with fuch wilful indignity ;
and 1t 1s truly praife-worthy in thofe magi-
ftrates, who, from a fdelity to their truft,
a refpell to his Majefly's late proclamation
Jor the fuppreffion of immora[it_y,- and every
other becoming principle, prevented, as far
as their power could extend, fuch abomi-
nable offences. It remains, however, with
the wif{dom, the virtue, and the dignity of
the legiflative body to crufh effetually this
great evil ; and by giving a death-blow to 1ts
further progrels, they may fave the lives of
many f{ubjeéts, and preferve the happinefs,
the peace, and good order of {ociety at large.

It was in the full aflurance of the temper
of that great body, to liften to every juft
caufe of complaint, which emboldened my

| E pen
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pen to utter it; and having {o done, 1t
1s here laid down, moff illufirious Guar-
dians, with the profoundeft fubmiffion and
refpeét,

By your truly humble,

and mofl obedient lervant,

EDWARD BARRY.
Richmond Buildings,

Dean Street, Soho.
1{t December, 1789.



