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WHEREIN

THE WHOLE OF THAT MANLY ACCOMPLISHMENT
1S RENDERED SO EASY AND INTELLIGENT,
THAT ANY PERSON MAY BE AN ENTIRE
MASTER OF THE SCIENCE IN A FEW
DAYS, WITHOUT ANY OTHER IN-
STRUCTION THAN THIS BOOK.

TO WHICH 18 ADDED,

T%¢ GENERAL HISTORY of BOXING.

CONTAINING

An Account of the moft eminent Profeffors of that
noble Art, who have flourithed from its Com-
mencement to the prefent Time.

By an AM A TE U R of Eminence.
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ADVERTISEMENT,

T HE fhle of the following Treatife is unavoidably
technical in many refpects, but is explaiped in every 1n-
ftance that occurs. However, we have carefully re-
tained 1n many particulars the original phrafes, fo that

nothing might be wanting to render the Work quite
perfect, and fully intelligent on this fubjed.

Masgh 15th, 1788,
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¢® YHE PUBLIC.
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THE following Syﬁem of the Modein Art ‘-
of Boxing, is a complete body of practical
knowledge, deduced from the praétice of the moft
celebrated mafters, viz. Mefltrs BRoucHuTON;
SELLERS, SHILLANY, CorRcoraN, TavLor,
DovLe, Jounson, HuMpHREYS, MENDOZA,
Trinc, Dunwn, &c. &c. &c. Therefore the
public are prelented with the real prattical
knowledge of all thofe mafters at a trifling exd.
pence, and very little application ; fo that the
art can be obtained by thofe of the moft mo-
derate capacity, in a few days, with little or no
lofs of time. It would come but aukward from
the Author of the following Work, to reprefent

the uulity of the art to the Public, when 1t 1s ob-
Az vious
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vious to the moft inexperienced perfon, that
the infults of inferiors would always be guarded
againft, if a knowledge of this art was more ge-
nerally underftood by perfons in genteel life.
As many low-bred people take advantage of
their betters, merely becaufe they {fuppofe them
unacquainted with athletic exercifes, and there-
fore too often tran{grefs the laws of fociety with
impunity, as few are {ufficientdy fkilled in
gymnaftic {cience to be certain of abiluy to
chaftife {uch rudenefs. And 1in order to re-
medy fo material a want, the following Trez-

tife will be found of the utmolit confequence to
the polite rcade:,

INTRO-



INTRODUCTION.

TH E fcience of Boxing is now become fo fathion-
uble, that fome of the firft perfonages in the kingdom

are known to patronize it: Therefore it is prefumed,

that a regular digett of the practical part of the art under
its proper heads will not be unacceptable to the Public.
Upon that conclufion, the Author of the following con«

cife Treatife has been at the expence and labour of
feleéting from the altual profeffional talents of fome of
the moft celebrated mafters the chief points of their
fkill, whereby they have arrived at their juftly earned
fame ;—fo that this little book contains in fubftance the
whole of the Modern Praltice of Boxing; nor can

many years attendance at any of the academies for the
tuition of this art, furnifl the pupil with a greater, nor

yct



{ v )
yet {o complete a knowledge of the praltical part, as a
careful reading of the fcllowing fheets, as the effence

of the whole art is here prefented,—whether to purfue,

attack, or retreat, as well as to prepare for a pitched bat-

tle.  Befide the advantages refulting from a perufal of
this book, (which may be dope in private, and any per-
fon, thouch previoufly wholly inexperienced in the art,
may be an adept in the {cience in a few days, fo as to be
prepared upon all occafions againft the attacks of ruf-
fians or infuiting inferiors) an expence of at leaft five
guineas is {aved, together with the comfort and fatisfac-
tion of not being obliged to mix with unfuitable com-
pax;}', which muft neceflarily be the cafe, if a perfon
receives inftruction at an academy for Boxing. Ano-
ther matter 1s alfo to be confidered, that the profeflors or
maiters of this art are for the moft part irnorant, illi-
terate, unintelligent men, who are totally unzcquainted
with politenefls or elegance ot expreffion ; fo that all the
ininiated pugiiit can have for his lofs of time, great ex-
pence, and difagreeable mixtng with fome of the loweft
and moft depraved part of the community is,~—a dumb
art of manaeuvring, without a finzle term of technical
krowledge, either to judge for himfelf, or to apply to
his antagonilt at the moit trying time of his man-

hood !

We
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We offer the following Treatife (without vanity or
deceit) as a complete tutor to all thofe who would with
to be acquainted with, or inftructed in the Modern Prac-

tice of Boxing, fo that they may need no other guide

than the rules here laid down to acquire a perfeét know-
ledge of the art,

The theory might have been extended to a full-fized
volume ; but upon due confideration that it would only
enhance the price, without being of any fervice to the
#udent, and be an atual lofs of time in the perufal of

a prolix {yftem, we have therefore, with due regard to
the fubje&t, comprifed the whole body of the art in as

hittle compafs as poffible, to come within the purohafe
and capacity of all ranks of people.

THE



THE

COMPLETE ART

B O X I N G

THE firft requifites neceflary to be
known are the poftures or attitudes in ad-
vancing, attacking, clofely engaging, and
retreating, in order to preferve the ho-
nours of the art, viz.

Upon feeing the obje&t at the diftance
of about twenty yards, if in purfuit, or
advancing, the pupil is to poize, by fet-
ting his hips as wide as he can, and fink-
ing the fhoulders ; then fupprefs the ca-
vity of the lungs by a confined breath-

B ing,
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ing, fo as to preferve a long wind in ref-
piration : added to thofe preparations, the
neck 1s to be {unk, and the arms raifed as
high as the mouth, but then extended
about three quarters ot their length, in a
diret line from the mouth, without raif-
ing one hand higher than the other, as
has been practifed by fome, to the mani-
feft d'fadvantage of the pugilift; for the
idea of the left hand being placed to fe-
.cure the heart, lungs, and ftomach by a
low bending of the elbow and the clinch-
ing of the fift, 1s by no means to be re-
commended ; nor is the right hand to fe-
cure the head only, by rifing it to a height
nearly to the eyes, as has been formerly
taught in fome of the {chools. On the
contrary, the twe hands and arms are to
be direGted as has been obferved, and the
elbows gently bent outwards ; then the
hands fhut with all the {fcope 1maginable,
fo as to brace the arms by raifing the muf{-
cular veflels, and confequently ftrength-
ening the wrift, and helping to brace the

nerves, which will neceffarily be ruffled
by
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by the agitation of the fpirits. But 1t 1¢
to be obferved, that the fifts are by no
means to be clofely fhut, or the fingers
prefled into the palm; but, on the con-
trary, ballooned, by admitting the air to
pafs in from the fift to the fourth finger,
the little finger only laid clofe to the ball
of the thumb, and 1s to be covered by
the extenfion of the thumb over it, f{o as
to place the tip of the thumb upon the
firft joint of it.

When thus prepared in an orderly ad-

vance, the fteps of poizing are next to be
attended to.

In order to this attitude in pofition,
{ink upon the left leg, and bend the knee
at the {ame time about two i1nches lower
than your ufual height, fo as to incline
the right fide towards your antagonift —
the right foot turning -out fo as to be in
a direCtion with the elbow of the right
hand — the right leg, knee, and thigh as

forcibly made ftrong by mufcular exertion
B2 as



( 4 )

as you can poflibly, which 1s to be done
by bearing on your heel, and drawing the
toes under with a degree of fervour ;
whereby you will readily perceive the
mufcles of the thigh to rife in their pro-
per place, and your joints properly lecu-
red from giving way to {lipping or {tumb-

ling.— Then you advance thus :

The body and limbs are to be particu-
larly carried as before direted, and by the
diretion from the left to the right —
three fteps are to be taken at each move-
ment.

POSITIONS.

1. The Brace, (or 1ft.)
2. The Throw, (or 2d.)

3. The Square, (or 3d.)

The brace, or 11t. 1s the advance of the
right foot by a dire¢t line towards the ob-

ject of attack; which is to be done by a
heavy tread and a manlinefs of Increafe in

the
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the ftamp of the foot, fo as to brace the
knee by a firmnefs of gait to be prepared
for any fudden attack.

The throw, or 2d. is done by the ad-
vance of the left leg about half a yard,
{o as to place the foot in the fame direc-
tion as the pofition from which it was
removed, and thereby gain upon the op-
ponent in a right direCtion to the advan-
tage of ground or fituation, which is to
be performed by a quick motion, as the
next ftep is to be gained inftantly, there-
fore muft be attended to with all poflible
difpatch.

The {quare or 3d. 1s a2 quick ftep of the
right foot, to precede the left, from the
{fecond pofition, or the throw-in, f{oas to
bring the right foot about two-and-twen-
ty inches diftant from the left, in fuch a
dire&tion, as to prefent the heel of the
right foot to be in a line with the mid-
dle of the infide part of the left. Yet
under fuch a balance, or poize of body,

that
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that the right foot is not more than
cleven inches before the left, in proxi-
mity to the object of attack—as this ex-
altnefs in poize will always enfure a fteady
bar- point.

It i1s to be obferved, that in the firft
fetting pofitions, or attitude of advance,
that the right foot thould be but four or
five inches 1n a direction to the obje& of
purfuit or attack.

Thefe fteps, which are in the technical
terms of this art, called the bar move-
ments, are effential points never to be
omitted, and are to be firft practifed with
exaltnefs, before the pupil attempts to
the manceuvres of the ambidexter

The beating of time, in One—Two—
Three, will help the ftudent very much
to his bar-points, But above all, his in-’
clining his joints in bending, as herein
before dire¢ted, as what has been faid

Ol}
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on that head muft not in any particular
be omitted.

Next thing we come to {peak of, is
the a¢ive bufinefs of attack, which i1s to
be performed by a regular ftandard of or-
der, divided into three general maxims,
cach of which is {ubdivided into three

ftanding rules.

POSTURES.

OFFENSIVE AND DEFENSIVE MANOEUVRES.

1. The upper view.
2. The lower view.

3. The cafual projettion.

In the firft general maxim, the rules are
as follow :

1. The direction of fight.
2. The inclination of the head.
3. The difpofition of the guards.

When.
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When you attack, give your antagonift
as little time as pofiible to dire® his aim,
before you give your onfet, which you
muft endeavour to accomplith over his
guards, by a fudden inclination of your
head downwards, and a long guard fixed,
to deceive his ward, whereby you will be
certain to give him the upper mark, which
1s generally underftood by the temple,
the eyes, or either ear, as you fhall be
able to ufe the left or right hand.

Upon his receiving your falute, he will
foon no doubt affail you by a retaliating
blow, which 1s very often a fatal ftroke to
your fuccefs in the conteft, unlefs it is care-
fully managed by your defence. In orderto
this, fink into your brace (1t.), or throw
(2d.), fo as to advance either upon fhort
or long guards before your antagonift can
poflibly be ready; but if in cafe he is
hafty, then he will in all probability fall
fhort of any of your guards, and be baulk-
ed, through the art of your manceuvres:
but 1n either of thofe cafes you can diret

your
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your fquare of array, or third pofition, and
be long or fhort, as you fhall judge necel-
fary.

Particular obfervation is to be made
of the direction of your opponent’s eye,
as you can prepare your guard accordingly ;
for as in fencing, a good boxer will dire®
his blows by aim, which are always ac-
cording to his beft yadgment, where your
guards lay open; therefore be as wary
as poffible to mar his attempts, by inftan-
tancoufly raifing your guard, fo as to meet
his eye, and fall it with bis diredtion, or
vary it agreeably to his purpole.

In this general maxim, the fecond rule im-
mediately follows the firft ; namely, to ob-

ferve the inclination of the head, which is for
the moft part productive of the aim of the
arm, under the direCion of the eye, which
neceffarily brings in the third rule of this
maxim, namely, tbe difpofition of the
ouards ; for from the two former rules
that are paflive, do the {ubjeéts of this

C rule
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rule become active, 1n directing their force;
for as foon as the head inclines to any di-
retion particularly, the eyes are fixed upon
the mark, and confequently the arm raifed
to actas the inclination prompts.

Here 1t will be neceffary to obferve the

fecond general maxim of this art, in order
to diret the pupil in the fcenes of action, as
alfo to facilitate the retention of its parts
under their proper heads, as in this digeft
1s intended to be illuftrated. '

The fecond maxim confifts of the lower
view, which contains thefe rules, viz,

1. The bar movements.
2. The clofe-in.
3. The crofs-buttock grapple.,

Already we have obferved the advan-

tages of the proper ufe of this ftand of
figures in commanding the length of the
guards ; fo that a good boxer muft con-

ttantly keep an eye on the right knee of
# hig
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his antagonift, and whenever he finds him
on the throw {2d), to attack him in that
pofture, as his guards muft of courfe be
difarranged, and liable to a foil-clafh, or
full charge, either of which imply a full
fcope above or below his guards.

The next rule 1s to guard againft his
clofing in, if he is too powerful for your
grapple, as oft times a fall will difable a
good boxer, and what is worfe, ftrain the
loins fo much, that you prefently be-
come weak and languid, and totally dif-
comfit you, that a breathing time is abfo-
lutely neccflary, and particulary fo, if your
regimen in diet has not been carefully at-

tended to.

In this matter your beft way is, if you
wifh toavoid a clofe-in, vary your groundor
pofition on the ftage, but be careful that
you never reft on the throw (ad. pofi-.
tion), for there your antagonift takes you
in open front; however, your legs will
fufhiciently diret you, as the right muft

Cz always



( 12 )

always precede the left, to {ecure your fi-
tuation in attack or regular engagement.

The Jlaft obfervation or rule of this
maxim is, that you avoid the crofs-buttock

grapple, unlefs you are entirely mafter of
the art ; for if your opponent once raifes
your body to grapple you over, the fall
will very probably difable you from a
turther attempt in fubduing bim, foraf-
much as the fhoulders and back are liable
to be materially injured by fuch a cant of
the body, which your antagonift can only
accomplith when he clofes you in on
the throw (2d. pofture); for otherwife
you are never liable to fuch a dangerous
hoift as this manceuvre will fubject you to.

The crofs-buttock grapple is performed
when you and your antagonift clofe in with
your right fides in contal, or along fide
cach other, and is gained by a low hold of
the waiftband of the breeches with the
right hard, and of the right fhoulder with

the left hand, by which you capfize your

opponent,
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opponent, by throwing him head foremoft
over your right hip, and a part of your
buttock, and is of all falls the worft, as all
the upper forms are fubjet to injury
by 1t.

We come now to treat of the third and
faft maxim of this art, which is the ca~
{ual projection ; which in its parts con-
tain the three following rules, viz.

1. The parts of accefls.
2. The prowefs of your opponent. -
3. The advantages of ground or motion.

To accelerate your conqueft, it will be
requifite to be fo far obfervant in the at-
tacks of your adverfary, as to learn where
your diretion fhould be pointed.

In this particalar, you will readily fee
where vour adverfary’s favourite blow lies;
and your only way to gain your point
here will be to work upen longand fhort
poftures, and to mever rife your arm in

vain,
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vain, nor yet haften the repetition of
blows; for one blow paid home, will tell

for fix improperly directed.

Let your left arm be your fhield, and
fpare the right as much as you can, unlefs
your opponent 1s left handed ; in that cafe
ply his rightfide marks in every openyoucan
with a full {quare, or back handed mallet,
by which you will foon difable his guard ;
for the right hand (although ftronger 1in
mufcles) cannot bear the tanning of the

left.

If the guards of your adverfary are very
high, baulk him by two or three feints
at his belly, but never ftrike home fo low

unlefs you come to his quarter, that is to
fay, under the fhort rib of the left fide;

for here, as well as at the pit of the fto-
mach, you may unwind him, and by fol-
lowing your blow, fow up his talents;
however, this manecuvre will lower his
guard, and put you into a field of new ac-
~ quifition ; for one blow well told to the

upper
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upp;er tire, (the head) tells better than
three below, for here lays the beft feat of
work, and will undoubtedly ferve your

purpofe ; for a lug, a temple, 2 jaw, an
eye, or mouth-piece, often gives the word
Enough, when two dozen lower baits

would have proved ineffeCtual to accom-
plifh it.

By the fecond rule of this maxim, you
are to form an opinion of your adverfary’s
{kill and ftrength, in order to afcertain
what movements are neceffary to ftem the
torrent of his ardour ; and in fo doing; 1f
you find him above or below the par of
your own abilities, deal with him accord-
ing to your {kill in manceuvring him in
various pofitions ; for in removingan Her~

cules, you make him vulnerable by a new
{tatement of affault,

Here it becomes proper to enlarge on
the laft rule of this maxim, to take in a

complete idea of your adveifary’s turn,
whether in guards, attitudes, or general

mark ;
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mark ; for in any length of time to hold
out, the odd meafure of a fingle delve may
decide the conteft ; therefore it is worthy
youfr attention, for your ftage walk will
always enable you to advance or retreat at
pleafure, and afford you a fuperiority over
thofe that may be double your ftrength,
who have not the method of boxing here
treated of. Hence 1t will appear to eve-
ry one who has any idea of defence, that
difcipline, reduced to general maxims and
ftanding rules, render the art fo eafy and
intelligent, that the adventitious combatant
has but a poor ftake againft the initiated
adept ; therefore fleight in this {cience will
accomplith what ftrength and refolutjon
cannot.

In clofe engagement or retreat, the fore-
going ftanding rules will always bear the
teft of altion, and only admit of one ob-
{ervation, which is, that in retreat, the gi-
ven fteps one, two, three, are always to

be obferved, in going backwards as well
as forwards,

The
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The finking of the (fpirits often .
betrays the champion into altions unwor-
thy of himfelf, and creates fear, fhame,
and difgrace, where fuccefs and honour
might have been depended upon. Hence
it m1y be judged, how neceffary 1t 1s to
keep up the animal {pirits ; and 1n order
to this, we fhall begin with a regular pro-
cefs for a champion who withes to qualify
himfelf for'a pitched battle, whereby all
who would with to be eminent in the
profeflion may adopt as much of the me-

thod of preparation as they may judge ne-
ceflary.

A champion fhould have ten days or a
fortnight to prepare for a good battle, dur-

ing which time the following regimen and
exercife thould be obferved. -

To commence his preparation with an
evening’'s warm bath for the feet, legs,
and the {mall of the thighs; and after-
wards, as foon as he is quite cool, to wafh
the loins with cold fpring or pump water,
not omitting the face, hands, and arms,

D but
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but to ufe no foap in any of thofe bathings
or wafhings; then to retire early to reft
upon a f{upper of runnet milk, or milk-
pottage, and to cat {paringly of bread, but-

ter, or {ait.

The morning’s beverage to be through-
out the whole time runnet whey and hard
white bifcuit without feeds.

Dinner to be alternately ftewed veal,
(with rice) and well-fed fowls, (with a
me!t or two 1n the latter) boiled to a jelly,
and no tea in the afternoon, but inftead
thereof a rufk and chocolate early in the
evening, with {upper as before ; and as for
drink throughout the preparation, 1t fhould
be only red wine mingled with water—
and in nowife to ufe either porter, table-
beer, ales, or {pirituous liquors, and to
drink not more than a glafs or two after
dinner ; but before dinner half a pint, or
a pint mulled will do no harm, provided
you have had a glafs or two of ftrong jelly

before 1t ; but a rufk, or a cruft well toaft-
ed,
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ed, is neceflary to eat with it, then no
danger is to be feared. However, falts or
acid juices are to be avoided all the time
{o devoted to dieting ; yet lump fugar is
not prohibited, but if the habit requires it,
half a pint of claret mulled at night, with
a good deal of lump fugar, is recommend-
ed; but neither blood letting or phyfic is
recommended, as the cooling of the body,
and ftrengthening the fluids, can in no-
wife be done 1if either of thofe coolers are
ufed, if the patient withes to fecure his
fuccefs ; for exclufive of the feveral things
prefcribed as eatables, &c. particular hours

of reft and recreation are to be obferved,
ViZ.

To go to bed exaltly at nine at night,
and to rife at five in the morning; to
breakfaft at feven, rufk and wine at ele-
ven, dine at one, chocolate at four, {up at
feven, and from that hour until bed-time,
to be entertained with martial mufic (if
poflible) as 1t will tend to enable him to
form an heroic ftate of fpirits, and make

D2 his
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his dreams agrezable ; and finally, add to
his vivacity and ferenity of thought; for
the mind muft not be ruffled or agitated,
rnor no painful fenfation {fuffered to invade
the ccnceptive faculties, but every thing
conducted with harmony and livelinefs,

The m fr'ﬁfrs {(hould be fpent in an
early walk, fr{t breakinz the faft with a

» O
fingle gm: roread nut (leeped in Hollands

Geneva), and the whole not to exceed a
mile, and then to return very flow, to
avcid heating the body ; and to preferve it
{o, lay cool at night.

The morning of engagement, to eat no
mere than a f{ingle flice of bread, well
to:fted without butter, or a hard white
bifcu:it toafted, and about a pint of beft
red wine mulled, with a table {fpoonful of
brandv in 1t—This to be taken an hour
preceding the time of drefling.

On the ftage, to have your drink made

up as follows:—Hollands, bitters, and
fine
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fine’ China orange juice, with fome lump
fugar diffolved, to a palatable flrength as
you may be inclined to chufk it, when
with a proper knowledge of the rules laid
down in this book, we doubt not but you
will be a match for the firft champion of
the age.

Having now fulfilled our promife to the
public on this head, we offer it with all
due refpect, hoping they may reap fruits
from our labours, as our wifh is to put
into the hands of every man a pracical
inftruCtor, to preferve him from thofe
dangers that his prudence may judge ne-
ceflary to guard againft ; and in our opi-
nion he will reap profits to atone amply
for his expence and trouble in the pur-
chafe and reading of this ufeful treatife.

The technical terms may feem rather
harth and difcordant, and in fome rel'pe&s
low, that are ufed in this art; but except
we were to alter the known phrafes that
are 1n ufe in the modern fyftem, we conld

not
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not have given the inftru@ions complete,
without making ufe of thofe terms which

we have taken care to explain as often as
they have ocurred.

End of the Firft Part.

PART
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T H B

P REF 4G E

THE Author of the foregoing Treaa

tife, as well as of the following Compena
dium of Hiftory, with the greate& diffi-
dence 2t to his ability, but with the moft
profound refpe, offers this work to the
public, relying on the candour #nd indul-
gence of a generous {pirited people; who
are ever willing to encourage {cience, be
it on what fubje& it may: Therefore,
upon fuch national affurances of protec-
tion, he prefents this little volume as a

gift, which he hopes will be found wora
thy of their acceptance.

1) Hitherto
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Hitherto there has been but imperfeéi
{ketches of hiftorical records re{pecting
the art here treated of in the {fecond part
of this book ; nor were the occurrences in
any re{pect propetly arranged, {o as to af-
ford any fatistactory knowledge of the rife
and progrefs of this manly art; therefore
he has with fome difficulty procured au-
thentic documents, from which he has

drawn the following narrative of hiftorical
facts.

- He 15 well aware of many oppofers to
the general reading of this work, who,
through a pretended zeal for religion and
fobernefs of life, treat {uch productions
with the moft {fevere acerbity, as though 1t
thould tend to a fubverfion of morals, or
an interpolation of the manners of the
people. Notwithftanding fuch party pre-
judice of weak and inexperienced perfons,
who may be inclined to cavil upon fuch a
novelty (as this work) being introduced to
the public, yet he is not fearful of being
deferted by the fenfible and difcriminating

part
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part of the community, as his efforts go
afford the public a ftatement of an art that,
until his fedulous care, had never been di-
gefted under its proper heads, as a regular
liberal {cience. Hence he {fuppofes, that
inftructions to defend one’s-{elf againit the
attacks of a ruffian, will not be taken a-
mifs ; {o that thofe who are not inclined
to be adepts in athletic exercifes, may,
without animofity to the hiftoriogapher of
this modern fathionable art, read the fol-
lowing hiftory, and referve their opinions
for the author’s next treatife on this {ub-
jects .

E 2 PARYT
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PART SECOND.

-__”

‘_F_____‘_—___________—-—-——-

THE

GENERAL HISTORY

OF

B O X I N G

TO trace the origin of this gymnafhck
exercife will neceflarily oblige us to date
it from the days of Nimrod, the fon of
Cufh, who was faid to be not only a
mighty hunter, but dextrous in the fleight
of manhood, infomuch that he was by
the voice of the people proclaimed their
chief leader (or prince) for his victorious
arm in overcoming the fon of Canaan,

whereby
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whereby he eftablithed his throne in

Shinar, Sidon his competitor being ob-
liged to remove from thence, with all his
houfchold ; and in this conteft neither
champion was allowed any weapon, but
were by efforts of firength and prowefs in
manly exercifes adjudged by an umpire
to which the victory was given. Hence
may be inferred that each of thole cham-
pions exerted their utmoft endeavours in
{trength and agility to vanquith his anta-
gonitt, as a diadem was annexed to the
fortune of the conqueror. But whether
thofe Eaftern heroes fought upon a ftage
agreeably to our modern tafte, or upon a
platicrm, or the plain, we will not ven-
ture to determine, and only obferve to our
readers, that this champion to whom we

alcribe the fource of this manly exercife,
was the great grandfon of Noah, and was

born about two thoufind two hundred and
cichteen years before Chrift’'s circumci-
fion, which is afferted as a faét by that
Jearned antiquary and hiftorian of credit,

Strabo, to whom we beg leave to refer
our
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our readers who are curious upon this
article, as it gives a greater {cope to the
hiftory of this art than our modern writers
were aware of, as moft of thofe who have
wrote hints on the fubje&, date their hif-
torical fa&s or occurrences within the

annals of the prefent century.

Even Captain Godfrey who celebrated

our countryman as the ambidextrian hero
of the age, when he gives the palm to him,
in a laconic ftile, by boldly afferting, that
¢ John Broughton is the greateft hero in
«« athletic exercifes that this, or any other

€¢ nation ever produced.”

Here we may be fatisfied that‘the Cap-
tain was unacquainted with the hiftory of
the founder of the Babylonith Empire,

otherwife he would not have given pre-
cedency to a yeoman of the Britith guards,

to that of {uch a potentate as we have juft
now mentioned.

Captain Godfrey in his treatife on this
art,
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art, publithed in the year 1742, feems in-
clined to think that this fcience (as he
calls it) was firft introdaced into this
country from Italy, as in one of his cha-
ratters he fets forth that in the days of
the celebrated Whitaker, an Italian, a na-
tive of Florence, (though fome fay of
Venice) named Gondolier, challenged all
England to fingle combat, and was known
in the Steel-yard by the name of, “ The
Goliah of the Continent.” However this
Philiftine did not long wait for a David,
for in a few days, Whitaker applied at
the bar of Slaughter’s Coffce-houfe, and

left conditions of his propofal, addrefled
to the then Earl of Anglefey, who was
the chief fportfman in that line in thofe
gimes.

As Whitaker laid great {trefs upon his
atnlity, ¢¢ in bearing an extraordinary
fhare of beating,” the nobleman was
induced to lay confiderable betts in his
favor, and accordingly fent Gondolier a

challenge to fight this honeft fon of Vul-
can,
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can, which took place foon after at Fig's
booth in Paddington fields, - where cudgel
and foil play (or fencing) was then prac-
tifed, under the refpetibility of our mo-
dern polite term of an academy.

‘The champions met here, and on their
preparing for battle, the fpeCtators were
aftonithed at the difparity of perfons, the
one a Goliah indeed! the other a dap-
per David! The Englithmen prefent were
all concerned for the fate of their cham-
pion, whilft the Italians, Germans, and
Dutch, as well as the French and Swifs
merchants who efpoufed Gondolier’s qquar-
rel, were exulting in the certainty of their
gains upon the vicory of their champion.

The ftage whereon the combatants were
to exhibit their fkill was without any
ratling, and built in the form of a parallel-
ogram, of twenty-four feet by forty-
eight, but fo high, that the champions
and their feconds afcended by a ladder of

cight fteps, fo that we may conclude the
19 ftage
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ftage was upwards of fix feet high : The
Italian bruifer had by long prattice re-
duced his knowledge to a fort of a {cience,
by digefting the attitudes under their dif-
tin¢t heads, and upon the firft advance of
Whitaker, defired him ¢ to beware,” a
phrafe not underftood by Whitaker ; but

as the latter was advancing to attack a-/a-
Angloife, the tall Italian raifed his Hercu-
lean arm, and with a mighty {wing brought
his clenched filt to meet in contalt with

the head of the Englith black{mith,
which had fo great an effet upon the

latter, that he quickly defcended from the
place of ation, under the legal term of a
““ knock-down blow.”

Here the foreigners gave a loud huzza!
to the mortification of the Enghth audi-
tors ; but as the fallen champion had re-
ceived no other injury than a f{urprife at
the novelty of the Italian’s falute, as the
fall was but a trifle compared to the head-
long tumbles of this veteran, fo that he
meunted the ftage with the greateft ala-

crity,
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crity, at the fame time fhewing a furprifing
agility of body, as he jumped upon the
ftage in a ftanding leap, and then accoft-
ing his antagonift, gave him to underftand
he knew his mark (meaning his aim at
the head), but that Gondolier was a
ftranger to his, however he fhould foon
be acquainted with 1t.

Hereupon Whitaker advanced, and gave
the Italian an Englith pegg, or what the
moderns term ¢ a dart to the mark,” z. e.
a dig, or lunge, under the fhort rib, on
the left fide, whereby the champion of
the Continent was deprived of refpiration
for a few minutes ; ana Whitaker mend-
ing his blow, by a thort arm fift to the
left of the ftomach, nearly oppofite the
feat of life, completely vanquifhed the fo-
reigner, fo that he gave up the conteft in
favour of the Englith champion, to the
entire fatisfaction of the Englith audience,
but to the mortification of the body of the
foreigners prefent, who with their cham-
pion Gondolier, declared that the blows

~ F 2 upon
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upcn the body were not according to the
prattice of the art. However in this
point they were foon over-ruled, as the
umpire declared all ftanding blows to be
fair.—Thus far Captain Godfrey, in his
book, entitled ¢ The Charaters of the
Boxers,” has aimed to give the Italians
the honor of introducing this manly art
into our ifland, whereas the contrary is
the fact ; therefore, to omit the ufelefs de-
hinitions of particular periods that might
give rife to athletic exercifes upon the
Afiatic, African, or European continents,
we fhall content ourfelves by adhering
folely to the hiftory of this art fo far as it
relates to our own country, and at once
pronounce that this gymnaftic game of
ambidextrian exercife is wholly Britifh,
or at leaft peculiarly fo, as the hiftory of
early times will clearly evince,

Let us only look back te the records
of time, and obferve the truly héroic dif.
cipline of the great Alfred the Britifh
King, when it is clearly demonftrated that

bm(in]&~
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boxing and wreftling were part of tne
manual exercife of the foldiery of thofe
times, and was pratifed under various
manceuvres, as were comprehended under
particular technical terms of art, which
Leland, in his Britith Antiquaties, particu-
larly points out as paflages to prove that
the ancient Britons were a ftrong, robuft,
and manly people, inured to exercifes of
ftrength and manhood, confequently a

warlike people, and might with juftice be
called a nation of heroes.

The fame author of credit and refpet-
able mention, fpeaks of the fuccefiors of
this great monarch down to Ironfide, in
the year 1017, the time of the Danith in~
vafion, to be a hardy people ; and during
the reigns of ten fucceeding monarchs,
gives the natives the juft and impartial
appellation of veterans and heroic men.

Upon the invafion of Canute in 1018,
the Danes became mafters of the Englifh
nation, whom the fame author makes

mention
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mention of as a hardy people, and much
proportioned to the natives of this ifle,
as being ftout and robuft, and given to
to the like exercifes of manly feats. —
Hence we may conclude, that the gym-
naftic games were not laid afide, but con-

tinued down to the Norman Conquett.

Upon the demife of Harold the IId. in
106§, Willlam Duke of Normandy al-
cended the Englith throne, as the conquer-
or of this ifland, with a defign to difpofiefs
the Pits and Scots of the northern king-
dom, which however he declined attemp-

ting to do.

Cambden, as well as other hiftorians, has
obferved upon the commencement of this

reign, that the nation entered into a dege-
neracy, by imbibing fome of the effemi-
nate pretended refinements of the Con-
querors, who were every way inferior to

the conquered people, and who were only
overcome by a kind of difunion on the

death cf their King (Harold 11.) as hav-

mg
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ing no leader to dire® their armies ; for
upon the King’s death, {everal of the ge-
nerals of the Britith foldiery forfook their
pofts, merely to canvafs for the difpofal of
the crown, and were not aware of the
confequences until they were furprifed
by the invaders, who foon after put all
opponents to cruel deaths.

For it is a well known fa& to every
hiftoriographer of this nation, that had
King Harold efcaped the fatal arrow by
which he was flain, that William of Nor-
 mandy and all his men, of every denomi-
nation, would have fallen a facrifice to
the veteran troops of the defun&t mo-
narch.

Upon she accefiion of this monarch to
the Englifh throne, the natives became

le(s addicted to exploits of manhood, as
has been before obferved, and gave up
their favourite paftimes for ‘fore and back

edges and points, which anfwers to the
modern broad and {mall fwords. By the

exercife
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exercife of the former they were enabled
to form a military difcipline to engage
with their northern neighbours; and by
the latter, with thofe on the {outh,
namely, the inhabitants of Gaul and

Spain, who ufed the long poignard or
fmall {word in their methods of fight-

g

During the reigns of the Norman line,
England greatly degenerated, {o that on
the extinQicn of that royal line, in a pe-
riod of only 105 years, the natives had be-
come by far lefs manly and warlike than at
any former period preceding the Conquett.

However, the ancient {pirit of the people
revived on reftoring the Saxon line ; for in

the days of Henry II. ¢ The Laws of
Rights,” or, ¢ The Challenger’s Claim,”
was pafied into a law by the king and the
barons, at a folemn court held in a great
field between Staines and Egham, where-

in King John afterwards ratified the Mag-
na Charta.

By
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By this law the plaintiff had a right to
challenge thedefendant to fingle combat,
and depended upon his fuccefs agreeably
to the juftice or equity of his claim, by
which law the innocent were liable to fall
as well as the guilty : but in thefe times
faith had fome power to influence thofe
who profefled Chriftianity ; for 1n many
inftances, where the accufed or defendant
was confcious that he illegally detained
the complainant or plaintiff’s right, he
made 2 folemn confeflfion of his guilt, and
peaceably yielded up to the claimant that
which was his due, upon no other fup-
pofition, than that his guilt would inevi-
tably fubje& him to fall by the hands of
his antagonift !—Query, whether our laws
are now amended ?—For we may quef-
tion in thofe early days of dawning re-
finement, from various cuftoms of barba-
rity in this land, whether there were any
{uch beings known as petiyfoggers, cor-
rupt magiftrates, or ftag-witneffes? We
are rather inclined to think there were
none of thofe vile tools of modern prac-

G tice,
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tice, who inftead of ufing the excellent
principles of our conftitutianal laws, over-
turn the falutary effects which would re-
fult from an honeft practice in the Courts
ot Record, or upon the benches of Magi-
racy; but, alas, we have no hope!—
Though perhaps when as many years have
rolled through the twelve afpects, as there
has fince the days of the Conqueit, the
modern praltice of Quacks or Empiricks
in Law, may be changed into a {yftem of
practice for a {et of honeft men!!!

But to refume our hiftory, let us ob-
ferve, that under the Saxon line, the
Englith nation flourifhed in feats of arms;
and upon the demife of Richard II. the
roval line of Lancafter {ucceeded to the
crown, which continued in the names of
tarec Henry’s, viz. the 4th, sth, and 6th,
when the royal line of York f{ucceeded,
and during the reigns of both thofe houfes
cymnaftick exercifes were in daily ufe;
ter by the records ¥ of the laft of the lat-

* In"the King's Lbrary.
tcr
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ter houfe, (Richard IIL.) it is faid, that

he was expert at ¢ raifing the fling,
‘“ drawing the bow, throwing the javelin
 and dart, but particularly at manly
¢¢ feats on foot and on horfeback, - in
¢ wielding his arm to oppofe his anta-
« gonift with a clenched fift.”—Hence
we may infer that manly cxercifes were
not accounted compleat without includ-
ing the ambidextrian or boxing art; by
which it may be underftood, that in
thofe days the nervous fyftem was
ftrengthened as much as pofiible, as on
a ftrong and fteady arm depended a man’s
whole fafety, whether in the field of the
cnemy or in the exercifes of fafthionable
amufements.

In thofe days the apparent heirs to
crowns did not omit this neceffary and
manly accomplithment, which gave a
ftrength of body and mind by a regular
exercife of it, as we find fmall fized men
to be by hardy exploits o inured to feats of
manhood, that they acquired immortal ho-

G 2 nor
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notr when oppofed to their natural ene-
mies, as may be inftanced in the laft mo-
narch to the union of the royal red and
white rofes of York and Lancafter, in the
perfon of Richard III. for had the fight
been as Shakefpear would fain make us
believe between Richard and Richmond,
the latter would never have mounted the
throne he afterwards ufurped under the
title of Henry VII. nor would the Tudors
ever have been a royal family in this ifle;
for the little Britith ambidextrian hero,
although he mcunted a hunch back with
other deformities, yet by a conftant ex-
ercife of manly exploits, he had an arm
of amazing ftrength, as many of Rich-
mond’s beft troops were witnefles.

But as we don’t with to enter upon
any other {ubject than the topic firft an-
nounced, we fhall for brevity's fake pafs
from thence to the union of the two
kingdoms of England and Scotland, under
James I. in 1603, and only obferve,

that from that period to the acceffion of
the
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the Houfe of Brunfwick, the manly art
of boxing declined very confiderably, as
in the reign of James 1. the proper ufe of

cannon was known to the Britith Navy;

for in the former reigns of Henry VIII..
Edward VI. Mary I. and Elizabeth, the

pitching of javelines, darts, and hand- .
{pikes was in ufe in fea-fights as well as
in battles on land, fo that manly firength
was required, and {leight therefore was
carefully attended to by all ranks of

IT1CI.

For in the fhips that attacked the
Spanifh ¢ Invincible Armada” (as they
ftiled their force) in the days of Queen
Elizabeth, none of the Britith fhips
mounted more than 48 guns, which were
all upon one deck, and without carriages
to elevate them, therefore of little fervice
in thofe days to difable an enemy’s fhip;
fo that we may naturally conclude that as
we became verfed 1n the ufe of fire arms,
we through negligence loft that excellency
of art, by which our nation was diftin-

guifhed
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ouithed for fkill and heroic courage; nor
were three to one of any enemy accounted
odds worthy of notice, until the ufe of
fire arms became known to the European
nations.

We have now in our compendious trea-
tifc defcended to the reign of George I.
when fire arms were in their zenith, and
almoft all other weapons totally neglected ;
but upon being convinced that other wea-
pons were equally ufeful in battle, par-
ticularly in clofe engagements either by
fea or land, it was judged neceflary to
train the f{oldiery for both fervices to their
ufe, as in the fucceeding reign (Geo. I1.}
it was found of great utility ; for in the
battle of Dettengen 1t 1s acknowledged
that a few troops of cavalry forced the
lines of the enemy, and gave the French
a total defeat by the ftrength of the arm
jotned with a broad {woird; as alfo the
the bayonet of the infantry: which ex-
cellent difcipline has been continued ever

fince,
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fince, as our enemies have been convinced
of by waeful experience.

Now we fhall recommence our hiftory
after a chafm of necarly 125 years, in
which time we fhall tuppofe one art was
oaining footing, whilft the other was
continually lofing ground; but as we have
arrived at the crifis in which manhood or
manlinefs was united with fkill in arts

and {ciences, we fhall notice the vicifli-
tudes fince that period.

Though the fathionable art of boxing
has never been licenfed, and affords an
inftance of the repugnance that may fof
a time {ubfift between the laws and the
manners of a nation, it was about the

year 1742 as regular an exhibition as we
now fee at any of the public places of
amufement, the theatres only excepted,
It was encouraged by the firft ranks of
the nobility, patronifed by the firft fub-
jects in the realm, and tolerated by the
magifirates |

Before
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Before the eftablithment of Broughton’s
amphitheatre, a booth was erected at Tot-
tenham-court, in which the proprietor,
George Taylor, invited the profeflors of
the art to difplay their 1kill, and the
public to be prefent at 1ts exhibition.

The bruifers then had the reward due
to their prowefs, in a divifion of the en-
trance money, which {ometimes was an

hundred or an hundred and fifty pounds.

The general mode of fharing was for
two thirds to go to the winning champi-
on, while the remaining third was the
right of the lofer, thongh fometimes by
an exprefs agreement of the parties the
conqueror and the vanquifhed fhared a-

like.

Although many of the public prints
with a degree of afperity hold forth upon
the brutality of the modern rage for
manly exercifes, which the Frenchifed
Englith efieminate f{cribblers profefs to

{atirize—
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fatirize,—but to foar above the trifling
fquibs of cowardly petit maitres, let us
view thofe heroes that exercifed their fkill
half a century ago, and compare their
days with the prefent period, ‘copying the
advertifements which are taken from news
papers of thofe times.

Nov, 22, 1742.

«“« THIS is to acquaint all true lovers
‘* of manhood, that at the Great Booth,
‘¢ Tottenham-court, to-morrow, being
““ the 23d inftant, it is believed there
‘¢ will be one of the moft fevere boxing
‘“ matches that has been fought for many
“ years, between Richard Hawes, back-
““ maker, and Thomas Smallwood, for
¢ sol. The known hardinefs and intre-
‘“ pidity of thefe two men will render it
‘“ needlefs to fay any thing in their praife.

H ¢ Gentlemen
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““ Gentlemen are defired to come foon,
¢ for as this battle has been deferred a

‘¢ fortnight, at the particular defire of
‘“ {everal nobleman and gentlemen, a full

‘“ houfe is early expected,

““ There will be feveral bye-battles
as ufual ; particularly one between the
‘“ noted Buckhorfe and Harry Grey, for
‘“ two guineas. And a good day’s di-
*“ verfion may be depended upon.”

e

DAy ADVERTISER.

April 26, 1742.

¢« AT the Great Booth at Tottenham-
¢« Court, on Wednefday the 28th 1n-
¢ {tant, will be a trial of manhood be-

‘“ tween the following champions, v=z.
‘“ Whereas I William Willis (common-

‘“ ly called by the name of the Fighting
““ Quaker,
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¢ Quaker), having fought Mr. Small-

<« wood about twelve mornths ago, and
<¢ bruifed and battered him more than
¢ ever he encountered before, though I
¢ had the ill fortune to be beat by an
¢ accidental fall; the faid Smallwood,
¢ luthed with the f{uccefs blind Fortune
‘¢ had then given him, and the weak at-
““ tempts of a few Irithmen and boys
¢ that have of late fought him for a mi-
¢ nute or two, makes him think himfelf
¢ unconquerable: To convince him of
¢¢ the falfity of which, I invite him to
« ight me for /. 10, at the time and
‘“ place above mentioned, when I doubt
‘“ not but 1 fhall prove what I have af-
‘“ ferted, by pegs, darts, hard blows, and
¢¢ crofs-buttocks.

Wirtriam WiLris.”

““ N. B. The doors will be open at
‘“ ten, and the combatants mount at
“ twelve. There will be feveral bye-

H 2 ““ battles
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¢« battles as ufual, particularly one be-

€<

£¢

L 4 4

€

[ <

£é

¥4

€<

&t

£é

£¢é

éi

' ¥4

(4

£4

tween John Divine and John Tipping,
for £. 5 each.”

May 4, 1742.

«« AT the Booth, in Tottenham-
Court, to - morrow, May the sth
inftant, will be a trial of manhood be-
tween the following champions, wiz.
Whereas I John Francis (commonly
called by the name of the Jumping
Soldier) who have always had the
reputation of a hearty fellow, and
have fought feveral bruifers in the
ftreet, &c. nor am athamed to mount
the ftage, when my manhood is called
in queftion by an Irith braggadocio
bruifer, whom I fought fame time
ago at Tottenham-Court (in a bye-
battle) for twelve minutes, and though
I had not the fuccefs due to my cou-

¢¢ rage



€¢
¥4
€¢
3
€<

¥ 4

' 4 1
«
£6
' 4
€
g
€¢

(4

§¢

( 53 )

rage and ability in the art of boxiag,
do invite him to fight me for two
guineas, at the time and place above
mentioned, where I doubt not I fhall
give him the truth of a good beat-

ing.

Joun Francis,”

¢« T Patrick Henly, known to every
one for the truth of a good fellow,
who never refufed any one, on or, off
the ftage, and fight as often for the
diverfion of gentlemen as for money,
do accept the challenge of this Jump-
ing Jack, and fhall, if he don’t take

¢ care, give him one of my bathering

blows, which will convince him of
his ignorance in the art of boxing.

PaTrick HENLY.”

This
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This laft advertilfement appeared alfo
in the Daily Advertifer, and 1s, together
with the others, a curious {pecimen of the

boatting ftyle ufed by thofe boxers in
challenging each other.

It muft not, however, be {uppcfed that
the challenges were penned by the refpec-
tive parties—but of their refpective prin-
cipal bett holders; and afterwards em-
bellithed by the Clerk of the Booth, who

was no lefs a man than the celebrated

‘Theophilus Cibber, Efq.

The Tottenham-court Booth was the
only ftage on which thefe profefiors, or as
they were ufually ftiled, << Mafters of
the Boxing Art,” dilplayed their prow-
efs, till Broughton, patronifed and encou-
raged by fome of the nobility and gentry,

built his amphitheatre in 1742.

George Taylor, the proprietor of the
Booth was himfelf a very able practitioner,
and welcomed every champion who of-

fered
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fered himfelf to fight, by giving him ehe
truth of a good drubbing!

But it was not pugilifts alone that di{-
tinguithed themfelves on thefe ftages, ner
were the contefts confined to fingle
matches, for oft times a battle royal was
fought by four or five of a fide equally
matched.

Likewife, there were frequent exhibi-
tions of {kill by the profeflors of the broad
fword and quarter ftaff, as the advertife-
ment following will give a curious ex-
ample.

Sept. 6, 1742.

¢« AT the Great Booth at Tottenham-
‘“ court, on Wednefday next the 8th in-
‘¢ ftant, there will be a fevere trial of
‘“ ftrength by the following Mafters.

¢« Whereas there was 2 fevere battle
«« fought between Mr. Johnfon and Mr,

““ McArty,



(44

£¢

€6

' 4 9

££

¢

€

€¢

9 4

4

€¢

€¢

4 4

€L

€<

¥ 4

( 56 )

M¢Arty, who has had the ill fortune
to have a large piece cut out of his
head, which has fo much enraged this
Hibernian hero, that he has vowed re-
venge—and faid he could never leave
London without another trial with the
faid Johnfon, in which combat he
would either retrieve his lofs, or other-
wife {ubmit to a fate he has been a
ftranger to; the undaunted Johnfon,
not having the leaft regard to this
bold failor’s threats, has agreed to
ficht him on the following terms,
viz. to begin the weapons backward,
and he that gives the moft bleeding

wounds at {word, and moft blows at

‘¢ quarter ftaff, to have the firft ¢l. out

(41

¥ 1

of the box, and the reft to be fhared
as ufual.

¢ Attendance given at three o’clock,

‘“ and the Mafters mount the ftage at

€€

half after four, by the reafon the days

¢ are {hort.

'Y TO
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¢« To entertain the gentlemen while
s¢ the houfe fills, there will be a hat
‘¢ played for at cudgels, which will be
‘¢ oiven to him that breaks the moft

¢ heads.”

DALy ADVERTISER.

In the leading circumftances of this
conteft, a remarkable fimilarity {ubfifts
to that which lately took placc between

Johnfon and Ryan.

Johnfon was in his line the firft cham-
pion of England and a native of York-
fhire; fo is the Johnfon of the prefent
day. He fought an Irifh failor and beat
him, and in the courfe of the battle'gavc
him a cut on the forehead ; the very fame
thing was done by Johnfon againft Ryan
in the late fight near Stains. The Irfh
failor was diflatisfied with the decifion of
the combat and wifthed to fight again;
which is exactly the cafe with Ryan. Sa
far the parallel 1s exact. |

1 The
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The only circumftance in which the
two occurrences differ are, the one was

with {word and quarter-ftaff, the other
with fifts.

In the firlt the vanquifhed combatant
made no charge or complaint of foul play,
in the laft there was a great deal of parti-
ality, and the match was by the manage-
ment of the feconds and by-ftanders by
no means fairly though decifively won.

The nobility and gentry who patronized
this exercife, (and among whom were
reckoned the firft charaCters in the king-
dom) having complained of the inconve-
niencies {uftained at the Tottenham-court
Booth, they prevailed on Mr. Broughton,
who was then riﬁng 1Nto note, as the ﬁrﬂ';
bruifcr ir London, to build a place adapt-
ed for fuch exhibitions. This was ac-
cordingly done 1n 1742, principally by
fubicription behind Oxford Road.

Thc_
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The building was called Broughton’s
New Amphitheatre ; and befides the ftage
for the combatants, had feats correfpond-
ing to the boxes, pit and galleries much
in the fame manner with thofe at Aft-

ley’s.

The following advertifement in the

{pring of 17473, announced the opening
of it to the public, though feveral matches

had been fought in it before.

March 10, 17473

¢« AT Broughton’s New Ampbhitheatre
¢« in Oxford Road, the back of the late
¢« Mr. Fig’s, on Tuefday next, the 13th
¢ inftant, will be exhibited, The true
«« Art of Boxing, by the eight famed fol-
¢ Jowing men, viz. Abraham Evans,
«« Sweep, Belos, Glover, Roger Allen,
¢« Robert Spikes, Harry Gray, and the
¢ Clog-maker. 'The above eight men
«“ are to be brought on the ftage, and

« to be matched according to the appro-
I2 ‘¢ bation
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‘¢ bation of the gentlemen, who fhall be
‘“ pleafed to honour them with their
Note, There will be a
‘“ battle-royal between the noted Buck-
‘“ horfe and feven or eight more; after
“ which there will be feveral bye-battles
‘“ by others. Gentlemen are defired to

‘‘ come by times, by reafon of the num-
‘“ ber of battles.

¢¢ company.

‘“ The doors will be open at nine,

and fome of the champions mount at
¢ eleven.

£¢

““ No perfon to pay more than 2 {hil-
“ ling.”

This undertaking of Mr. Broughton
juftly gave alarm to the proprietor of the
Tottenham-court Booth, who immediate-
ly engaged Taylor, Stevenlon, James, and

Smallwood, four firft rate champions, un-
der
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der articles like regular performers, not
to fight on any ftage but his.

Mr. Broughton’s advertifement was

an{wered by the following appeal to the
public.

1

£¢

4 4

£

¢

€

£c

€L

€<

£

€&

it

¢¢

To all Encouragers of the Manly Art

‘“ of Boxing.

““ WHEREAS Mr. Broughton has
malicioufly advertifed feveral battles to
be fought at his amphitheatre, on
Tuefday next, the 13th of March, in
order to injure me, who am to fight
Mr. Field the fame day at Tottenham-
court, I think it incumbent on me to
undeceive the public, by informing
them the greateft part of the perfons
mentioned to fight there, never intend-
ed any fuch thing, or were ever ac-
quainted with it. Mr. Broughton has
likewife inferted in his bills, that he
never practifed any impofition on the

¢ champions



( 62 )

¢ champions who fought at his amphi-
¢ theatre, and has in vain eneavoured to
¢ make it appear, which gentlemen will
“* be fenfible of, when an account of his
‘¢ exaltions are fet forth at large in print,
¢« which will be done with all expedi-
¢ tion,

<« And to convince Mr. Broughton that
¢¢ I have no difguft to his amphitheatre,
¢« T am willing to meet him there and

“ fight him for /. 100, whenever he
¢¢ pleafes, not in the leaft regarding (as
““ he expreffes himfelf) the valour of his

¢¢ arm.

GEorRGE TAYLOR.”

Mr. Broughton in his reply to this de-
claration, ftated, that he had built his
theatre at the exprefs folicitation and de-
{ire of the public; that it had coft him
£.400, of which /.80 only were by

contribution; and that having himfelf
been
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been at the expence of what was required
beyond that fum, he thought it but fair
and reafonable that he fhould appropriate
to himfelf a third part of the money col-

lected at the door, the reft going to the
champions, |

All the encouragers and principal ama-

teuyrs of the {cience gave their {fanltion to
Broughton's caufe, and in the end all the
profeflors were obliged to come over.

Taylorand his confederates finding that
their exertions could not prevent the Tot-
tenham-court Booth from being deferted
for Broughton's more commodious the-
atre, like the feceding actors in the Hay-
market, gave up the conteft, on condi-
tion that Mr. Broughton engaged to

make good the lofs they f{uftained by the
forfeiture of their articles ; they agreed to

leave the Booth, and to ﬁght no longer
l}ut on his ftage.

Mr. Broughton now became {fole ma-

nager and proprietor ‘of the Boxing
Theatre,
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Theatre, engaged all the firft performers,
and raifed many pupils, who were after-
wards expert profeflors of the gymnaftic
art.

Among them the following were the
moft celebrated :

George Taylor, commonly called George
the Barber, from his other profeflion; he
was reckoned next to Broughton.

James and Swallwood, who were called

by Mr. Theophilus Cibber the delicie

pu THACLS generis.

George Stevenfon, who maintained for
a long time, with doubtful fuccefs, a

hard ftruggle with Broughton himfelf.

Field the f{ailor, who died near Tyburn

turnpike in 1752, formerly a man of
courage in colleting on the road between

London and Hounflow.

Benjamin
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Benjamin Bofwell and Patrick Henly,
who were two celebrated champions.

John Francis, commionly called the
Jumping Soldier.

William Wallis, known by the name
of the Fighting Quaker.

The two laft named perfbns foughf:

twice, and the former was always vic-
torious.

John Smith, better known by the ap+
pellation of Buckhorfe. He was not a

good boxer, but famous for taking a fe-
vere drubbing.

Edward Hunt, a pupil of Broughton’s,
and the beft man in the kingdom of his
weight and inches. He fought men from
all parts of England of every fize; and
among them the Slaughterman, who
weighed 17 ftone, or 238 pounds, when

K he
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he (Hunt) was no more L"t‘han 9 ftone, or
126 pounds, which was an odds of near-
ly two to one again{t him, however he
was the victorious champion '—Here we
may obferve that Broughton’s fkill was
fuperior to that of any other profeflor of
the art, and as is obferved in the firft part
of this Treatife, vaftly fuperior to the ath-
letic {cience of the prefent day.

Befides thefe, and many others who
were pugilifts, there was another "kind of
prize fighters, who practifed the {word,
quarter-ftaff, &c. who exhibited their

{kill on Broughton’s ftage.

The moft famous amonglt thefe heroes
was Johnfon the Yorkfhire-man, the
next, John Needs of ¥Froome, in Somer-

fetthire, commonly called the Green
Knight.

Befides the above quarter-ftaff cham-
pions, there were Thomas Hodgkins,
who was called the proud Salopian, and

D
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in 1746 kept a {chool for the exercife of
the cutlafs, and William Holmes an Irith-

man, who fought Johnfon twice with the
broad-fword, and was beaten by him both

times, but afterwards challenged the other

to the naked faulchion, which Johnfon
aeclined.

The principal Champions at Broughton’s
Amphitheatre are thus defcribed by
Captain Godfrey, in a publication
which he gave under his name about
forty years ago.

“ ADVANCE brave Broughton!
Thee I pronounce captain of the boxers!
As far as I can look back, I think I

~ ought to open the charaters with him.
I know none fo fit, fo able to lead up

the van.— What can be ftronger than to

fay that for {eventeen or eighteen years he -
K 2 has
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has fought every able boxer that has ap-
peared againft him, and has never been
yet beaten ?—This being the cafe, we may
venture to conclude from it.

¢ But not to build alone on this, let us
examine further into his merits. What
is it that he wants? Has he not all that
others want, and all the beft can have?
Strength equal to what is human, fkill
and judgment equal to what can be ac-
quired, undebauched wind, and a bottom
{pirit, never to pronounce the word
encugh! He fights the ftick as well as
moft men, and underflands a good deal of
the fmall-fword. |

¢« This practice has given him the
diftin&ion of time and meafure beyond
the reft. He ftops as regularly as the
{wordfman, and carries his blows truly
in the line. He fteps not back diftruft-
ing of himfelf to ftop a blow, and fiddle
in the return with an arm unaided by his
body, producing but a kind of fly-flap

blow,
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blow, fuch as the paftry-cooks ufe to
beat thofe infeGts from their tarts and
cheefe-cakes. No, Brou:ghton*ﬁeps bold
and firmly in; bids a welcome to the
coming blow ; receives it with his guar-
dian arm; then with a general {fummons
of his fwelling muficles, and his firm body
feconding his arm, and fupplying it with
all his wéight, pours the pile-driving force
upon his man.

¢ That I may not be thought particu-
lar in dwelling too long on Broughton, I
leave him with this aflertion, that as he,

(I believe), will fearcely truft a battle to
a warning age, I fhall never think he is .

-to be beaten till I {ee him beat.

<« About the time I firft obferved the
promifing hero upon the ftage, his chief
competitors were Pipes and Gretting.
He beat them both, (and I thought with
eafe) as often as he fought them.

Pipes
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¢ Pipes was the neateft boxer I remem-
ber. He put in his blows about the
face, (which he fought at moft), with
{furprifing time and judgment. He main-
tained his battles for many years by his
‘extraordinary fkill, aginft men of far f{u-
perior ftrength.

‘« Pipes was but weakly made; his ap-
pearance befpoke activity, but his hand,
arms, and body were but {mall; though
by that acquired {pring of his arm, he hit
Prodigious blows; and I really think, that
at laft when he was beat out of his cham-
pionfhip it was more owing 10 his de-
bauchery than the merit of thofe who
beat him.

¢ Gretting was a ftrong antagonift to
Pipes. They contended hard together
for fome time, and were almoit alternate
victors.

‘¢ Gretting had the neareft way of go-
ing to the ftomach (which is what is
called
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called the lotwer mark ) of any man I'knew.
He was a inoft artful boxer, ftronger
made than Pipes, and dealt the ftraighteft
blows. But what made Pipes a match
for him was his rare bottom, {pirit, and
manlinefs, which would bear a great deal
of beating, but this in my mind Gretting
was not fufficiently furnithed with:;: for
after he was beat twice together by Bipes,
Hahimet{mith Pick, 2 mere {idden of @
boxer, afd every: bbdy that fought hlm
afterwards beat h!m

«« T mutft, notwﬂhﬁahdﬂg, do that
juftice to Gretting’s memory, to confefs
that his deb‘auchefy, very much . contri-
buted: to {poil a great boxer; but yet I
think ‘he had not the bbttom of the
other. '

¢« George Taylor, known by the nathle
of Gcorgc the Barber {prung up furprit-
ingly. He has beat all the ehief boxers
but Broughton. He, I think fought him
(injudicioufly) one of the firft, and was

obliged
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obliged very foon to give out; doubtlefs

it was a wrong ftep in him to commence
a boxer by fighting the ftanding champi-
on: for George was not then twenty
years old, and Broughton was 1n the ze-

nith of his age and art.

¢¢ Since that time he has greatly dif-
tinguithed himfelf with others, He is a
ftrong able boxer, who with a fkill extra-
ordinary, aided by his knowledge of the
{mall and back-{word, and a remarkable
judgment in the crofs-buttock fall, may
conteft with any”

¢ But pleafe or difpleafe I am refolved
to be ingenious in my charalters. There-
fore I am of opinion that he i1s not over-
ftocked with that neceflary ingredient for
a boxer called botfom ; and am often in-
clined to think, and really fufpect, that
blows of equal force with his too much

affe@ him, and difconcerts his con-
du&.

Before
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«« Beforé I léave him, lef me do hifn
this juftice to fay, that if he were un-

queftionable in his bottom, he would He
a match for any man.

¢ Jt will not be improper after Ceorge
the Barber to introduce one  Bofwell,
man who wants nothing but courage to
qualify him for a complete boxer.

¢« He has a particuiar _biow wit_i) his
left hand at the jaw, which comes almott
as hard as a horfe kicks. Praife be to his
power of ﬁghtmg, his excellent choice of
time and meafure, his fupenor judgment
dlfpatchmg forth his executing arm | But
fye upen his daﬁard heart, that mars it
alil As I know the fellow’s abilities and
his worm dread foul, for I never.faw him
beat but I withed him to be beaten.

¢« Though 1 am .charmied with the
idea of his power and manher of fighting,
I am fick of the thought of his wariting
‘®sourage. Farewell to him, with this fair
| @ acknows
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acknowledgement, that if he had a true
Englith bottom (the beft fighting epi-
thet for a man of fpirit), he would carry
a]l before him, and be a match for
Broughton himf{elf.

«« I will name two men together,
whom I take to be the beft bottom men
of the modern boxers, and they are Small-
wood and George Stevenfon the coach-
man ; 1 faw the latter fight Broughton for
forty minutes. Broughton I knew to be
ill at that time, befides it was a hafty made
match, and he had not that regard for his
preparation as he afterwards found He
fhould have had. But here his true bot-

tom was proved, and his condutt thone.

““ They fought_ in one of the Fair-
booths at Tottenham-court, railed at the
end towards the pit. After thirty-five
minutes, being bo:thfag'gi’nﬁ the rails, and
{crambling for a fall, Broughton got

| | fuch
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fuch a lock upon him, that no mathema-
tictan could have devifed a better.

<« There he held him by this artifi-
cial lock, depriving him of all power of
rifing or falling, till he refted his head
for three or four minutes on his back, he
found himfelf recovering. Thcn he loofed
the hold, and on fethng to it agam, “he
gave the Coachman as hard a blow as any
he had given him in the whole battle, To
that he could no longer ftand, and his
brave contending heart, though with re-
lu&ance, was forced to yield,

¢¢ The Coachman is a moft excellent |
markfman, he put in his blews ~fafter
than Broughton, but then one of the lat-
ter’s told for three of the former s. Pity
fo much fpirit did not inhabit a {tronger
body. . U NV
“ Smallwood is thorough game,’ with-
- judgment equal to many, and {uperior to |
L2 moft.
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moft. I know nothing Smallwood wants
but weight, to ftand againft any man;
and 1 never knew him beaten fince
his fighting Drimmock (which was in his
infancy of boxing, and when he was a
mere ftripling in years) ; but by a force
{o {fuperior, that to have refifted longer
would not have been courage, but mad-
nefs. If I were to purchafe a boxer for
my money, and could but purchafe

ftrength to his refolution, Smallweod
fhould be the man.

¢¢ James I proclaim a moft charming
boxer. He is delicate in his blows, and
has a wrift as delightful to thofe who fee
him fight, as it is fickly to thofe who
fight againft him. I acknowledge him
to have the beft {pring of the arm of all
the modern boxers; he is a complete
mafter of the art, and as I do not know
he wants a bottom, I think 1t 1s a great
pity he {hould be beat for want of ftrength
to ftand to his man. |

¢« | have



( 77 )

‘¢ I have now gone through the cha-
ralters of the moft noted boxers: As I

could not praife all in every article, I
muft offend fome; but if I do not go to

bed till every body is pleafed, my head
will ache as bad as Sir Roger’s.

i

¢ T declare that I have not had the
leaft thought of offending, and therefore
this declaration thall be my quiet draugh_t,

‘“ Let me conclude with a general
call to the true Britifh fpirit, which like
pureft gold, has no alloy,

¢« How readily would I encourage it,
through the moft threatening dangers, or
fevereft pains, or pledge of life itfelf!
‘¢ Let us imitate the glorious example
we enjoy, in the faving offspring of
our King, and blefled guardian of our
country. Him let us follow with our
keen
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keen {words, and warm glowing hearts, in
defence of our juft caufe, and preferva-
tion of Britain’s honor.”

— -

—

Thus far have we related the memorable
occurrences of this art, under the aufpices
of the grand mafter of the {cience, Mr.
Broughton, as recorded by Captain Godfrey
andothers, who were diftin guifhcd‘ for their
tafie 1n athletic exercifes, which muft ne-
ceflarily commence the modern part of
our hiftory.—Now we fhall, in as com-
pendious a manner as 1s confiltent with
our plan, narrate the tranfallions upon
record fince that period, which comprife
a rerm of almoft forty years, by which the
reader will’ be acquamited with ever cir-
cumftance that occurred during that pe.
riod ; and by a comparifon of the abi-
lities with which the celebrated Brough-
ton and Mis pupils were poffefled, with
thofe of the champions of the prefent day,
be able to foym an opinion which method

10
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to adopt*, in cafe of an attack from. an in-
ferior, to the order of combat in: the firft

part of this Work, to which we beg-leave
to refer the reader.

The Broughtonian fchool began to de-
cline about the year 1754, and was much
negle@ed towards the end of the laft reign ;
in fo much, that about the heginning of
the prefent reign, there were. not five per-
{ons of note in the art to be found, who
coyld with any degree of proptiety che
faid to be fkilled in the f{cience; or upen
whom Dbetts could be laid as mien of -
tegrity. ©

About the year 1760, feveral pew
faces appeared in,;public, whe pretanded
to great ikill in the foience of -bruifing,
‘but were for the moft past a fet af
drunken, dlﬂipated, idle fellows, and fel-

e dom

# (Thoigh much the fae in theory, yét the shodem praltice
i c!cfefhve in overﬁqpplngtbt rules and ‘maximd of (tha ast, .Yy
which mdqu:retlon many battles are loft. For Broughton held
‘ parucularof his academical mode to be indifpenfably ne-

ceffary ip real action; therefore it may be obferved he made ex-
cellent pugihfts,
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dom gave any fatisfaCtion to arhateurs in
the art, when they refpe&ively exhibited
their talents in a practical manner.

Amongft whom the following "perfons
are only worthy of notiee.

John Anderfon, a corn porter, who
pretended to have received his inftruci-
ons from Broughton, for fome time wis
the champion of the water-fide; fo far as
to bully all his acquaintance in tafe they
denied to fupply him with pecuniary
loans. However he was matched by a
waterman of the name of Bowles, who
was no proficient in the art, nor in any-
wife fkilled in athletic exercifes uilefs
what he acquired by his calling, for he.
was accounted a ftrong robuft man, and
an experienced waterman. "

The challenge fent by the latter to the
former was received with -all the cog-
tempt imaginable by Anderfon; who wis
that night prefident of a club at the Green
Man in Rotherhithe, where he rcad aloud

| tﬁe
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the ¢ impudent fcrawl” as he termed it,

of the waterman, and in a haughty ftile
propofed to inclofe it in a fheet of foiled
paper to the writer, with-a line of ada
vice, to be aware of a horfe-whip and the
tip of his nofe; but in this bravadoing
propofal, he was . over-ruled, and the
club, forced him to accept of the chal-
lenge, and an an{wer was returned asg
follows.

¢¢ Mr. Bowles,

‘¢ By the perfuafion of fome friends
¢ I have accepted of your invitation to
‘¢ Kennington on Tuefday next, but ad-
¢¢ vife you to think of your rafbnefs bea
¢¢ fore you repent it too late.

““ JoHN ANDERSON.”

The following advertifement appeared
in the Craftsman and Daily Advertifer, in
confequence of fuch challenge.

M Aprr?
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April 6, 1760.

« In confequence of the Rotherhithe
hero, and the Blackfriar’s Bembo having
agreed to fhew their Brstonian {kill on
Kennington Common, whese a ftage is
to be ereted for that purpofe; the Car-
penter who has been at the expence and
rifque of the fame, acquaints the public,
that the fight is fixed for Tuefday next at
one o’cleck, but the gallery will be open

O
at ten, at 1s5. 64. per head.

By this advertifement it appears that
the Broughtonian exercife was put under
fome reftrictions, as no name appeared in
the advertifement, and the words expence
and r7/gue, plainly (hew that the builder
had fome apprehenficns, as alfo that he
was to have the profits of thofe {eats for
his troulle, as neither of the combatants
were pofleffed of a guinea in the world,
and by a fubfcription of their friends
raited £. 10, as a reward for the victor.

Accordingly
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Accordingly they fought, but as aci-
ther were poflefled of abilities in the art,
the fight was more the exercife of two
Billingfgate or Wapping female fith deal-
ers than of men; for fhort fifting, fcratch-
ing, and trips were the whole of their
art, for a period of three quarters of an
hour, when the Waterman was declared
victorious, which had {uch an effet upon
the vanquithed braggadocio, that he left
the kingdom 1n a few months afterwards, -
and went as an emigrant to America,

James Doyle, an Irith chairman was
another champion, but a man of no know-
ledge in the art, otherwife he would have
been a boxer of bottom, as he wanted
neither refolution or f{pirit for a coms-

plete boxer, which are the two principal
ingredients for it.

Another countryman of his. named
Nicholas Grady was an excellent cudgel

player, but by no means a good boxer,
for inftead of attending to the manguvres

M 2 .of
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of his antagonift, he only had an eye to
his own pofition, by which he loft that
great battle on Barnet Common in Sep-
tember 1761, whereby his patron Mr,
Dennis O’Kelly was fuppofed to have

loft not lefs than a {fum of fix hundred
pounds !

The fuccefsful champion, whofe name
was Perkinfon, was a higgler in Fleet-
Market, and by the advantages he reaped
from tnis bruifing match, was enabled to
take a Public-houfe in Old-ftreet, as it
was faid he realized upwards of two hun-
dred guineas by the battle,

The victor who was a native of Barnet,
was much lefs in ftature than than Grady,
(who was every way a lufty man) and
very light limbed, which gave occafion
to the honcft Hibernian to {wear, ¢¢ By
““ Jafus I'll double him and put him in
“ my pocket, {pindle fhanks and all!”
However in this he was miftaken, for the
little Barnet poulterer (as he was called)

| foon
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foon made him confefs his inability to
{uch a tafk.,

Thomas Morton, a Weftmoreland man,
and one O¢‘Neal an Irithman were the beft

mafters and {portfmen this time afforded,
for they were both men of bottom and
tolerable {kill, and gained the prize alter-
nately, for O¢Neal got the day at Hamp-
f{tead, and Morton at Turnham Green.

Soon after thefe days {prung up a fwarm
of little champions, but none better than
hardy labourers or handy-craftsmen, for

although moft of them could bear a con-
fiderable fhare of beating, yet none were
fufficiently fkilled 1n the art, {o as to af-
ford any diverfion, or be men upon whofe
heads a {um could be laid, for an artful
trick about this time took place, namely,
* The fhying of the Stagg,” as it was
called ; that is to fay, either of the come
batants were to be bought in, and the
vitory given to him who had the odds

peainft him, therefore this thy fighting
| greatly
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oreatly tended to reduce the rage for man-
ly feats of ambidextrian fkill, and for fome
time was fo little attended to by former
{port{men that nothing more than private
matches were fought.

Some time after this dearth of fport,
Peter Corkoran ¢¢ was 1imported,” (as

Mr. O<Kelly faid), and challenged all

competitors.

Haitkins the hatter, Sellers the fawyer,
Manning the butcher, and {everal others
were oppofed to this Irifh hero, but for
fome time he was the Broughton of the
day, for he was victor over all opponents.

Shellany, Morgan, Bruce, Darts, Hard-
ing, and feveral others now were cham-
pions, and revived the courage of the
times, and again the art was brought in-
to credit,

Berryman the failor was alfo a good
boxer, but by his own imprudence lofl

)
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all prote&ion and became a prey to his
extravagant turn, and died in the London

hofpital.

Having gone through {ome of the prin-
cipal charaters of late date, we {hall con-
clude our hiftory, with an obfervation or
two upon thofe champions who claim the
attention of the prefent day.

Firft, we fhall rank Mr. Thomas John-

{fon as the principal hero, as he ftands un-
rivalled, and is in our opinion the beft
boxer 1n the kingdom, as he wants nei-
ther fkill nor courage to maintain his
caufe, and by fair fighting is the only
fucceflor in the athletic art to Mr.
Broughton, as he ftands to his man much

upon the fame plan as that excellent
mafter.

Next to him we account Mr. Richard
Humphreys, as the beft fkilled in the

modern art of boxing, but we muft ob-
{erve that thefe two perfons ufe different

methods
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methods 1n attack, engagement, and re-
treat ; however, we fhall with juftice and
impartiality pronounce Humphreys to be
the greateft in {cience next to Johnfon.

Mr. Michzel Ryan we think, had he
been as well fkilled as either of the for-
mer, would be an equal match to any
man in the kingdom, be his prowefs what
it may ; but we are forry to fay that he is
by no means a2 man of any abilities, that
can entitle him to a biographical rank as

a boxer.

Mr. Daniel Mendoza 1s, in our opinzon;
an excellent boxer, and 1n his advance is
very great indeed; but in his engaging
attitudes falls fhort of upper guards, by
which he leaves his covering open to the
oppofer. But without depreciating any
thing from this riiing champion’s merit,
we pronounce him to be a vety good
boxer, and with fome improvement, be
adequate to rifk a trial with any we know

of. We think it neceffary to hint to him,
that
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that was he lefs afraid of blows than he
feems to be, he would fight much better,
and enfure himfelf greater {uccefs; for in
the late conteft with Humpreys, the for-
mer feemed to feel his hurts, whilit the
latter was heated with fpirit to retaliate ;
hence any flinching of bottom {ubjelts a
champion to be vanquifhed, and a refolu-
tion and a tkilful arm can enfure almoft
any man of fuccefs. |

Mr. Tring, Big Ben, and many others
of lefler note, befides a fwarm of new-
comers, and rifing herces of the prefent
day, who, if we were to be biographers,
as well as hiftorians, thould equally claim
our attention; therefore, as we have not
made any fuch propofal, nor would it be
in anywife interefting to the reader to en-
gage his attention to read over a detail of
privatecharacters, whofe occurrences would
probably be altogether heterogenial to the
mode we have adopted,—then upon this

conclufion we fhall pafs over all further
N ~ mention
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mention of the living charaters of the
prefent time, and conclude our hiftory
with a remark upon the utility of this art,
notwithftanding the invidious attacks of
pufillanimous coxcombs, who, we are al-
ways happy to fee, receive the reward of
their merit, either from the genteel bend-
ings of a cane, or the beautiful callico of
an horfewhip—and agreeably to our fenti-
ments 1n the preface declare, that we are
of opinion, that inftead of raifing our na-
tional charalter to {avage ferocity and
cruelty, as fome of our puny public prints
have lately fet forth, 1t would cultivate a
manly fpirit, and a noblenefs of {entiment,
with an aflurance of courage to oppofe
our natural enemies, was this art univer-_
{ally practifed as a branch of liberal {ci-
ence; it would enable the gentleman,
artift, farmer, and tradefman, at all times
to oppofe the defigns of the ruffian, who
generally builds his fuccefs on the ftrength
of his arm, fo that many noturnal depre-
dators would" be difappointed in their

booties
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booties, and lives and property oftentimes
fecured ; added to this great advantage, the
infults of inferiors would at all times be
chaftifed by thofe who were fkilled in this
noble, excellent, and manly art, whereby
many benefits would be infured to arife

from a general knowledge of its prin-
ciples.

F I N I S



