e o e e -

‘FL-H-.;

%

; ] LI at
] ]
- LI B -
[ ‘-. :l * T A L.{
+ r - Jh- L ’ 1
1 i ! -
y 9 .ot "
: C oty N
2 i - - -
r
.: '1fi ! ;f'hl' . IH n - L
-t L T
. [ 3 ‘ e .. _— i.rp. [ 1.'1' - - o, .
T a - - [] L :‘ + * ' "lh"
' F | . ’ ] -
- - N, ¥ A - - 4
¥ i = I\. -"" .
: i - ] i ] = 1
t ¥ - v L -
! i S B
* L] . = 4
L 7 ol .7t
s L 4 4 “
- L ]
¢ 1+
- T
| 3
' ] :
i
h T i
al ", L L
l ’ ~tungl 1558
r - 3 . ~
- ¥ - .
{ _l.j'l....-'..l-ﬁ. J-—:LI'::’.“JJ ar
. drp.""-'-'l"'..l': )
* "';'I'-_- - ] }'f "
» - a LT k
n
-
¢ o :
; A ®
i
* r
\ . )
i 2 -
f *
-
' [ ]
|
1
) : )
L]
L
] .
] - -
Iv -
F 1 1..
¥ I
¥ t |
L] L] - ]
L]
! p :
& '
|
| .o
} . - :-‘--ilnq. Fplk = ...'.} ]|
= Am a LK
- ﬁ"‘# -1-!'1' -11: LR ) - 11
qi E {\*ll_*‘::ﬂ‘:.-l fr - l-.‘_"t': ¥ '
A X v
Y - - ,-
Y
1 - |
L]
! [
- 1
r ]
L]
. |
: I !
1 1 - -
- 1
1 d
L] 1 I
n
/ 1 {
i- -' 1 I
L -
b . : )
v i ,
1
1 "
- 1 '
y -
. l
LR S
r -l. .
I . et =
1 4 L
L t *
>
+ — B A I b 0 o I LT ’ T ’
- - -t :-' “'*Epl{:"-‘ l':_,_._&.i_ .‘,;[_ ol 1_|“‘-"_ ', ‘LII- e s n r-
'_..-H-' i g% % Ry vah-d L] nr;_.- ]'.i- L LH o J i
" L9 Py - 'ri —— L n il “n ‘ — . R - F Tk, #—" -

1 H 'ﬁh"’ ‘hi“:‘ ,"r I' = .f";-"" F"‘" + F 1%+ - =1 \'.“\,ilr""- -l:‘} . 1. ‘—1% e . :f*;,tn 'I'.-“'-‘ L I}
v ! A SN AT N B e e T B R A 3 oyl 43 S i e e !
+ = Tt et e - ..r"'. Pl L L AL I g e it B I li-'r'q‘— "'.."*-l..‘.:"'ll".i"" L -

':1-"- -r v ,."' - 5'#'_-‘-‘.&” =" ._..I" -t ‘.n-.-l- L - Forerkerl H‘ ‘H'."'_\‘*:‘_ ;.- ".!'__-r..i 1 'ELLELN | - = I
- " - - - - —_ . - » A=
-l-- - .-l-"'!'-'.* - ":’::'L'“-':i'_,.-r‘"-*iﬂ.h“r " """-""'- e - . 'l"-‘- . -I'HF:J | ' i - i ‘;‘-““"""“"“ r i I
1 ’ - rv"""'-" Tl - - " Ak A et n oL L
3 - | =y =" . ot Y - .i#“"il‘r Y L S .t i e 7 r"'"*:“"‘—‘“. ll‘"""'"-fi e, BT 1
- B « 1 w2 aremt T il T res T L mamommrtt N |
! { i R L e .-.-*'F‘" . - :"'- oeoommn 1
- - -
E . '—'r“‘-l_:,}: -""'..-:"l:: it | '"-""* I i i bl PP * e |
‘I ] L] kg Yo l' ‘F"‘.l“ ..#i.l' L5y - - i . . l
- ""- ry e LE T ian L..q-'-l-rl-i-h- ' {..-.,‘u.ru vt ::—_. . ! ’
i k . |
r v o
J - — - e P ST, iy Y ————————
i_ . A.J-r ’ ) R e : - e
g —— )
- - - -
. . 'L y
]
L ]
[ ] L] L]
S a - , /o -
l F r “ |
v . - ﬂ
1 - —
1 ' i - ' r o - =
taz- 2 ] r -
P - ’ »
A . , . . Py . 4 . i
MR g o~ Lot c y
%R p 0 . -~ : : G- s AP .
: LT - i ’ M - ¥ -~
L L - * * Ly r .
= - - ""-
- = - - -
- - = - ‘ —
Y ' i : ) : ;F-F - &+ . p— L™ *
"r * r r = - — _-
:"" - o . 1)
P L. L.
» -, .."" .- - * M r *
£ B *
= B -
L]
lI ' Fl "y, w -
1 f LN PEL N I ‘p_ ‘. ]
] - - {- - L ] Tu " - *
[ x !
s . : ,
- 1 -, . .
! - - 4 - 1 )
" « . ! e - ‘. * .,
f"n'l - - * ) F . ' | »
Fa B * -I"|-.“ -—i"' - - ‘:h - ’: . - * { 1 5 -
' T 1 - i - - . . ar., ¢ . .
™ + a dr o r . ’ - i
N LI - J‘ A L} - 1 - - - i - yor [ r -
I A s k. —— i 2 il k. - . et s g - — daw Sl o b S N I sl nmire. i = il r albdimied
!
|
I

—— ke N




BOXING REVIEWED ;

OR, THE

Science of Manual Defence,

DISPLAYED ON

RATIONAL.PRINCIPLES.

!

COMPREHIENDING

A COMPLETE DESCRIPTION

OF THE

PRINCIPAL PUGILISTS,

From the earlielt Period of BROUGHTON’s Time,
to the prefent Day.

By THOMAS FEWTITRELL.

- il il - il il

L OND O N :
Printed for SCATCHERD and WHITAKER, Ave-Maria-Lane;
Fau LpER, New Bond Street; and CHAMPANTE and
WHiTROW, Aldgate.

- M.DCC.XC.
Price Two SHILLiNGs and SIXPENCE.

[ Entered at Stationer’s Hall.]



e o

RIGCGHT HONOURABLL

The AR of BARRYMORE.

T HE permifiion your Lordihip

has given me of dedicating to
you the following pages, 1s the molt
plealing circumitance of my life;
and 1t 1s my higheft ambition, that
they may prove worthy your Lord-
thip’s perufal. Pugilifm has had
many advocates, but 1t has bcen
leldom vindicated on the principles
of reafon. To refcue it from the
malevolence of the unmanly, and
eltablifh it as a {cience of equal

merit with any other exercife of de-
fence
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fence, 1s the profelled obicét of my
book ; and where could I {ind a
patron ecqual to your Lordihip,
whether I confider your knowledge
of the theory, or your ﬂf;lll in the

praé’clce.

Your Lordihip’s condelcenf{ion in
futtering your name to grace my li-
terary eiforts, has my warmeit
thanks; and the fincerell gratitude
for fo great a favour ihall always
animate my bolom.

I am, My LORD,
With the moft profound Refpe&,
Your Lordfhip’s moit humble,

And moft devoted Servant,

THO> FEWTRELL.



ADVERTISEMENT,

MANY are defirous to learn my motives

for publifhing the following pages. I
can truly declare, that the vanity of being
efteemed an author was not of the number,
for that I knew would be more prejudicial
than ufeful to one in my line of life, fince
mankind efteem a pugilift in proportion to
his ignorance, and think that the more fa-
vage and unenlightened he 1is, the better
quaiified he muft be to excel in his profef-
fion. 1t is perhaps thought, that proit is
my obje&t, and that my labour is to be re-
warded with money. I fincerely wifh {uch
thoughts may be realized ; but unluckily,

my expellations of that nature are trifling.
' a Authorthip
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Authorfhip rarely brings emolument with
1it, and I know feveral men of genius who
ftudy {o much, and eat {o little, that they
may be literally faid to live 1n a {tate of re-
Jinement, both in mind and body; a ftate
which, I fear, would {oon take place even
with me, whofe talents can have no claim to
it, were I to throw afide the Sparring Gloves,
and continue to hold the pexz; for 1 find I
have already had fo much to do with my
bead, that I have lefs than ever to do with
my pocket. 1 therefore advife thofe whoare
not authors to fupprefs any vain idea of be-
coming {o; thofe who are, will Iam con-

fident, when able, fhake off a2 name {o ex-
prefiive of their mifery.

This Volume was written for the pur-
pofe of vindicating Pugili{m from the un-
juftifiable cenfures of 1illiterate and weak
‘minds, and proving its utiuity on rational
principles. If I havein azy degree {uc-

ceeded,



| ovii }

ceeded, I fhall finile at the opinion of fone,
who, 1n the zeal of their fine-{pun delicacy,
may declare my {ubjeét and lanzuage more
calculated for Hozsentors than Englifbmen.
Upon fuch men argument will have no ef-
fe&t, to fuchH Ido not addrefs myfelf. Let
tne manly, the unprcjudiced be my judges
—1I do not fear a favorable decifion.

If a book on Boxing be abfurd, fo muit
dne on Fencing, {o mult one on Dancing ;
and yet {everal ufeful and entertaining trea-

tifes have been printed on tnefe {ubjelts.

Some one will perhaps objedét, that this
1s written by a Boxer ; but upon this prin-
ciple the fame fagacicus critic might cen-
demn the author of any publication for un-
dertaking that to which he is adequate by
experience, and would, by theinverted laws
of reafon, expect a colleCtion of fermons
from a general, or a treatife on tactics from

a bifhop.
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a bithop., Without fear or intereft I have

To. o *-1 - N - _‘H-,--L‘ . ‘-
in the following work publifiied my opi-

1101 rafpe&ing Pugiiifim. | bhave adted

P -

froiz convi&tion, and I am f{atiszed—

Fat juftitia, ruat celum.
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BOXING REVIEWED.

SECTION 1.

Pugilifin condemned without reafon—ithe fair
fex fhould i2of oppofe it—a fiate of hoftility
impoffible to be avoided—Boxing the igft
natural and leafl dangerous way of decidins
difputes, thersfore preferable to all others.

ET mulft appear {trange, that any particular

exercife fhould be condemned withoutan
impartial difcuffion of its merits ; fuch, how-
ever, I venture to affert, has been the cafe
with Boxing. Prejudice has been chiefly
infirumental in its condemnation. Petits
maitres, whofe frames are not formed for

their own defence, or theannoyance of others

combine againftits fuccefs, and the pufilla-
B N1MOoUS,
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nimous, with bodies that give every indica-
tion of manhood, but whofe hearts ficken at
the approach of a blow, unite againft its po-

pularity.

The {cience has al{o its enemies, and per-
haps of a more formidable nature, in the
fair fex; for what has love to do with war?
—<¢ To play with mammets, and to filf with
/ps,”” 1s their motto. YetlI do not defpair
of finding advocates among the ladies. Mi-
nerva prefided over war, and, if we credit
the poets, kept even Mars 1n awe. But 1
do not bring a folitary inftance in my fa-
vour, I will call a whole nation to my aid;
the Amazons, renowned for warlike at-
chievements, were women. Lefs ancient
times have produced a maiden, whofe arm
has thinned the ranks of the braveft En-
gliﬂlmen, for who can doubt the truth of
a hiftory, fo well authenticated as that of
Joan D’Arc, the Maid of Orleans? Have

we
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we not {een in our own time a Madame
I3’Eon invefied with military command ?
And is there not at this moment a lady, who
has rid her own matches at Newmarket,
and drives a tennis-ball with a dexterity
and vigor that would do honor to the moft
fkilful and brawny arm in the kingdom ?
Since, therefore, prowefs and female nature
are not incompatible, 1t 1s expected, that
:f the ladies do not' become the friends of
Boxing, they will not declare themielves
its enemies, a neutrality is only defired, and
this fhould be deemed a modeff expelta-
tion, fince ¢ Nowe but the brave deférve the

.fﬁ -.-ﬂ-- 7zx

Let us candidly examine upon what
grounds Boxing fhould be encouraged, and
imoartially {tate the obje&ions, which are
daily advanced againft it.—INo man can fay;
that any practice of hoftility thould be en-
couraged, for peace is preferable to war.

B2 Nature
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Nature delights in friendly intercourfe, and
warfare muft impair the bleflings of foci-
ety. Upon this principle every kind of
attack and defence fhould be abolifhed:
but {uch is the frailty of mankind, that it
is abfurd to look for perfetion in any flate;
individuals, from 1innumerable motives,
will quarrel as well as nations, and where
the law either cannot give redrefs, or is by
mutual confent laid afide, the decifion is
made by the ftrength and tkill of the difpu-~
tants. ‘The ingquiry of courfe takes place,
which is the moft natural and the leaft dan-
gerous way of terminating contentions in
this manner. Since we can not atall times
avoid a ftate of hoftility, our great object is
to make it as little injurious to {fociety as
poflible. Morality tells us, that fince an
evil muft abfolutely happen, it 1s better, a
greater thould give way toalefs. Andupon
this principle Boxing 1s preferable to every
othier kind of fighting, for it is more natural,

and
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and productive of lefs mifchief. Tt would
be ufelefs to enter into a laboured proof,
- that it is more natural, for the form of man

fufficiently demonitrates it.

One of our mofit celebrated difcoverers,
but a fhort time fince, found it eftablithed
in an 1ifland, that had never been vifited
by Europeans, and {fo very expert were the
natives in parrying and returning blows,
that the beft pugilift in the veffel was un=
able to contend with them. What was the
Ceftus, fo much celebrated in the Greek
and Roman hiftorians and poets, but a {pe-
cies of Boxing? Pollux is reported to have
been its founder, and was one of the héroes
of antiquity. But this was infinitely more
perilous than pugilifm. The hands cafed
in iron muft have mangled the bodies of
the combatants, and each blow mulit have
produced the moft defperate confequences;

yet it was encouraged by the wifeft nations,
and
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and the vi€tor, nay the vanquiihed too, was
rewarded with honors and riches. IHave
not tilts and tournaments, at a period not
very remote from our days, been the fathion
in England, as well as throughout all Eu-
rope? Yet the perilsattending the exercife of
them were, beyond comparifon, greater than
any now incurred in Boxing.

The fword and pi{tol have their profefiors
and patrons; but the mifchiefs refelting
from the ufe of them are never mentioned,
while, on the contrary,if a melancholy ac-
cident takes place in pugiliim, it 1s magni-
fied into a tremendous evil, which requires
the interference of the legiflature. Every
exertion, whether hoftile or harmlefs in its
purfuit, fubjelts us to danger; it would be
abfurd to ufe the accidents that have al-
ready happened and may nereafter happen
in pugilifm, as an argument againit the prac-
tice of 1t, fince all manner of activity fhould

upon
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upon the fame principle bedifcontinued, and
indolence wculd be then efteemed a corpo-
ral virtue.

The friends of Boxing are not fo ridi-
culous as to declare, that the {cience i1s
free from peril, they only contend, that it
is more {o than any other mode of termi-
nating contefts. INo man, however martial
in his difpoifition, can be an advocate for
fighting, but fince diflentions, from the
frailty of mankind, cannot be avoided, and
that the law can not in 21l difputes be ap-
pealed to, it -muft be admitted, that pugi-
lifm, by the rules of morality and nature,
is preferable to all other modes of violent
decifion.

SECTION
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SECTION 1.

The [ecience fhould not be cenfired on accounz
of the private condult of fome of ifs pro-

- Jeffors—rpitched battles gefzeraifj condemncd

—Pugilifin of public uiility. |

‘E Cannot pronounce a very high panegyric
on the politenefs and accomplifhments

of the prefent pugilifts. ILike the mem-
bers of all profeffions and {ocieties, they
differ from each other in principle and be-
haviour; fome are remarkable for their affa-
bility, fome for their integrity, while others
renounce all pretenfions to both. But it
1sunjuft, that a fcience thould be condemn-
ed, becaufe the prcfeflors of it, by the im-
propriety of their private manners, fubjelt
themfelves to reproof. We might with
equal right cenfure our holy religion, be-
caufe fome few of its minifters may not be
blefled with that regularity of condudi,
which
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which fhould diftinguith an orthodox di-
vine. I truft therefore, that boxing will
be confidered in an abitracdted {tate from

the mifconduét of its teachers, and their
errors will be no Ionger made an objeltion

to itsinititution. Yet this much I venture
to afiert, and I {peak from my knowledge of
facts, that thereare among them men, wholfe
headsand hearts would qualify them for any
fituation 1n life ; nor are they devoid of the
mulder qualitities of humanity. I have {een
the courage of the lion and the meecknefs of
the lamb united 1in the {fame perﬁ:ﬁn, and a
man able to chaftife the infolence of a giant
has, in my prefence, calmly fubmitted to the
petulance of a pigmy.

PiTcuep BATTLES form a great objec-
tion to Pugilifm, and, it muft be allowed,
a juft one. Though I am an advocate for
Boxing, I am not the champion of 1its

abufes, nor will I {fuffer my pen, like mo-
dern
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dern couniellors, to be bribed in the de-
fence of a corrupt caufe. Whether we
confider pitched battles in a public or a pri-
vate view, they are equally reprehenfible;
and firft in a public view: INo man is the
the mafter of his own life, it 1s the property
of the common-wealth, and fhould not be
hazarded by the whim of an individual.
Every kind of perfonal conteft expofes us
to danger, and though Boxing 1is attended
with lefs peril than Duelling, yetlives may
be loft in the combat. 'This, it muft be
confefled, is rarely the cafe; yet, the bare
pofiibility of f{o melancholy an event
is alone fuflicient to deftroy the practice of
pitched battles. The cenfideration of them
in a private view is equally {trong. Two
men free from enmity are matched in fight,
without any caufe for paflion, without any
motive for vengeance, nay immediately after
having mautually given the moft known

marks of good will, they affault each other
with
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with all the appearancz of deadly hatred,
and determined revenge. ‘The ties of hu-
manity are broken, and INature revoits at

the fight.

The inhabitants of every country have
their peculiarities, and thefe peculiarities are
often of public utility. Boxing thus con-
fidered is of great fervice, it inipires even in
infancy a martial {pint, which improvesin
our boyifh days, and 1s matured 1n man-
nood. Man is taught to look his equals,
nay his {uperiors, boldly in the face.
Though he is not inclined to attack others,
he knows he 1s able to defend himielf, a
refleCtion, which muift be ever pleafing
to an 1independent mind., No fize, no
weight of body will make any courageous
perfon, fkilled in pugilifm, {fubmit to bafe
indignities. From a conviction, that the
{cience 1s univerfally under{tood, the {trong
are taught humility, and the weak confi-

dence
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dence. Many have laughed at the idea,
that Boxing is of national fervice, but they
have laughed at the expence of truth. An
exercife that diffufes courage throughout
any nation, but more particularly England,
a country from its politics and commerce
{o liable to war, muit be of public utility,
1tis principally on thisaccount that the le-
giflature, always attentive to the intereft of
the people, has never interfered on the fub-
ject of pugilifim. It was thought more
prudent to let that pafs unnoticed, which,
though occafionally produétive of fome pri-
vate milchief, muft ever promote the com-

mon good.

SECTION
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S CTION IiL
T e principles fhouid be firft acquired, and the

meinutice will follow of courfe—Sparriing we-
ceflary to form a Boxer—-Sparring [bould

be exercifed on the Sfame rules wiih firltig.

TO advance rules in a magifterial man-

ner, and lay tnem down as infallible,
would be truly abfurd. Since the princi-
ples of almoft cvery {cience have been fecund
liable to change, it were prefumptuous to
pronounce ours free from the fame imper-
fections. It therefeore becomes the duty of
a profeflor modeftly to itate the moft known
rules, and to recomimend thofe which ke
conceives the baft; not witih infolent au-
thority, as if there never fhould be the leaft
deviation from them, but as the moft Likely
to {ucceed. Itis ridiculous to notice every
little punctilio that occurs in pugilifin, for
no benefit can be derived from the coume-

rotion
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ration of trifles, they follow of courfe as
appenaages to more confequential mat-
ters, and the time of the pupil would be
wafted on minutie, that naiurally prefent
themf{elves, when 1t fhould be employed in

the attainment of the Ar{t principles.

Sparring 1s at tnis moment abfolutely ne-
ceflary to foim a complete pugilift. It is,
I grant, a mock encounter, but at the fame
tirne a reprefentation, and in moft cafes, an
exalt one of real fighting. It is the only
proper ntreduction to Boxing, and a jull
mode of realizing whatever principles the
fcholar may have imbibed, or trying the {uc-
cels of any new plan, he niay have in-
vented. By this method he can alfo judge
of the propricty of his Mafter’s leflons, and
exercife his reafoning faculties, an advan-
tage of which he isoften deprived in battle.
Some are of opinion, that Sparring i1s of no
oreat ufe, and that it takes from the natural

powers
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powers of manhood, while it only teaches
Jineffes, that cannot prove hurtful to a cou-
rageous adverfary. 'T'his however is merely
reviving an cpinion imaintained by the pu-
pils of the Gld School, in which ftrenzh
generally prevailed over fkill. Is it not
ovident, that preparation is neceflary for
every exercife; but more particularly for
that, in which hoftilities tale place? And
what is Sparring, but a preparation, and of
the neareft aflinity to Boxing? The advo-
cates for this opinion might with egqual
propriety afiert, that fhooting at a mark
was of no fervice in forming an expert

gunncr.

I with it to be univerfally underftood,
that I recommend the practice of Sparring,
as if in reaf action. INo manceuvres, no at-
titudes ought to be adopted, unlefs expe-
rimentally, but what would be introduced
in actual fight. Let any one {uppofe 2

bp;u“‘rmg--
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Sparring-room the {cene of battle, and ex-

ert himfelf upon that principle, he will
eafily habituate himficlf to the exercife

of all his powers, and a¢t by the fame rules
in the hour of danger. There may be a
great difference between Sparring and Fight-
ing; for one may be very courageous 1n play,
whofe heart would be i1ntimidated in real
action. But this want of valor 1s by no
means an argument againft the doltrine,
that 1s laid down here, fince cowardice is
not produced by Sparring; for he muft
have been in thefame degree daftardly, if he
had never {een 1t, and perhaps more {o.

W hat is mentioned here only goes to prove,
that where two perfons pofiefs equal cou-
rage, {trength and altivity, the man who
mql\..es Sparring his praltice, muft be fupe-
rior to him who does not; as one, who con-
fiders a thing before 1ts performance, mutit,
unlefs cnance interferes, have an advantage

over kim, who thinks confideration unne-

ceflary.
SECTION
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SECTION 1IV.
T he requifites to _form a complete Boxer.

EN' mentioning the rcquifites that forn:

a compiete Boxer, 1t 1s not infinuateq,
that no perfon can be a good pugiiift with-
out them &//; one man may poflefs more
requifites than many others, and will be
therefore fuperior; but he who unites all
that is neceflary in himfelf will be victo-
rious, until his equal appears, and then a
fingle requifite poflefied on eitner fidein 2
more eminent degree will give theadvantage.
—Strength, art, courage, alizvity, the power
of bearing blows, a quick eye and wind, are

the conitituents of a complf:te Boxer.

I have given the firft place in the lift to
firength, not becaufe 1t 1s {uperior to art,
but becaufe it is impoffible to difplay art
‘iz a proper manner without firength. It

C has
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hasbeen long aqueftion, and iseven now un~

decided, which merits the preference. From
my own experience and the many careful

enquiries I have made of the moft intelligent
profeflors, and the beft {cconds, art has evi-
dently the {fuperiority. What battles have
been fought, particularly fince the prefent
fyftem of Boxing has taken place, in which
art has not been victorious ? Inftances may
rarely occur in the courfe of a multitude of
contefts to confute me, but what opinion
has ever been completely juft? And while
a great majority of cafes appear in my fa-
vour, for the truth of which T appeal to the
various battles that have been lately decided,
1 will maintain, that art 1s intitled to a pre-

ference over f{trength.

> Lourage 1s as neceflary in a Boxer, as a
foldier, and perhaps more {o, for the former
1s always matched, and has every thing to

dread from his opponent, while the latter
has
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has companions to fhare his danger and en-
caurage him in 1t, and if he ever engages in
a fingle combat, fortune only gives him an
adverfary ; thus, if he has much to fear, he
has alfo much to Jope. It is extraordinary,
that courage {hould be various in the {fume
perfon, yet fuch is often the cafe. We
have inftances of men {uffering themfelves
to be cruelly beaten without giving 1n, who
but a fhort time before fhrunk from the or-
dinary trials of manhood.

Acltivity is1n our time a greater requifite
than 1t formerly was ; for Shifting, which
confifts in the changing of ground, is more
practifed. Some have cenfured Shifting as
an unmanly cuftom, but without reafon,
If indeed mere brutal force were to decide
a combat, 1t might be deemed improper ;
but where the mind has a confiderable {hare
in the cecifion, as is the cafe at prefent,
Shifting cannot be thought unmanly. The

) {fame
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fame cenfure might be pafied on Fencing,
or an accidental rencontre in a field of bat-
tle; but, would it not be abfurd to fay to
a man, whofe only care is the prefervation
of his life—*<¢ Yoz muft not avoid your ene-
my’s fword, by changing your ground, you
mufi not make ufe of that activity of which
you are capable, becaufe it 15 unmanly.’

The power of bearing blows, or what 1s
generally called Botrom, quickuefs of eye, and
wrnd, are requifites of great impcrtance,
and may be all improved by conftant prac-
tice. 'Thereare men who feem to be pecu-~
liarly formed for bottom. The {fevercit
blows make little imprefiion on the ribs
of {fome, and the heads of others. 'T'he o/d
fchool furnithes a f{urprizing inftance of
bottom. The noted Buckhor/¢ made. a
practife of ftanding without a guard, and
permitted himfielf to be knocked down by

the hardeft hitter, for a trifling {um of mo-
| ney.
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ney. 'The advantage of a god eye is evi-
dent; it is neceflary to difcern the approach
of a ftroke, and perceive the vulnerable
parts of an opponent. A refolute look is
ufeful in awing the enemy, and often dif-
concerts the boldeft. 'The eye fhould ne-
ver be clofed 1n the time of adtion. Wind
though naturally good, may be rmproved
by proper exercife, or whatis termed #raznz-
zzg. It may alfo, if once impaired, be 1n a
great meafure recovered by the fame me-
thod, and regularity of living.

SECTION
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SECTION V.,

A proper knowledge of Striking fhould e the
vt attainment—aof the different kinds of

the Chopper tmpartially confidered

—2he 0/t dangerous parts of the body.

A Proper mode of fliiking fh.uld be the
— pupil’s firlt objelt of knowlcdge, for

a decifive blow may be made by a perfon
unacquainted with the other parts of pugin
lifm; and though a man be well verfed in
the guards, he hazards much in parrying
hisadverfary, if he himfelf 1s ignorant of the
principles of {iriking, becaufe he knows not
tiie common dueé‘hons of the arms againft
which bhe is todzfend himielf. Thus, whe-
ther we confider ﬁrikmg‘in an offenfive or
defenfive view, either to aflault an adver-
fary or ‘receive his attack, it is the moit
clementary part of Boxing, and fhould be
the firft {findied.

| '* "The
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The large knuckles of the hand thould
be only ufed, they are rarcly difabled, but .
the knuckles in the middle of the fingers

frequen tly give way.

Straight blows are preferable to all others,
they are {tronger, becaufe they come direct-
ly from the centre of the power, and quick-
~er, becaufe they defcribe lefs {pace 1 the
attainment of the cbjelt, it therefore fol-
lows, thatit is more difficult to parry them
than any others. Rowund {triking 1s now :
univerfally exploded ; it is condemned by
the fame reafons which recommend firaight .
blows, for it is direétly contrary to them.

- Jt has been of late the cuftom to extol’
Chopping, as the beft mode of hitting, 1t is.
a blow firuck on the face with the back of-
the hand. Mendoza claims -th& honour
of its invention, but unjuftly; he cer-.

tainly revived and confiderably improved
it.
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1it. It was pra&tifed long before our time;
Broughton occafionally ufed it, and I am’
at this Inftant acquainted with fome of
Slack’s pupils, who have aflured me, that
he ftruck the chopper in giving the return
in many of his battles. "T"he advocates for
chopping are now, particularly among
fighters, very few. Mendoza’s {cholars
only adhere to it. Experience proves, that
it can be of no great fervice, fince of all the.
pitched battles, which have been lately.

fought, 1t has not contributed to gain one.
In the contelt between Tyne and Crabb,

chopping {fuffered a fhameful difgrace;
Crabb was thought, next to Mendoza, the.
moft {uccefsful in the ufe of it, yet he never
hit Tyne. Indeed reafon convinces us,
that it can be of no great utility, it partakes
of the nature of a rouna blow, for 1t is gi-
ven downwards or fideways, and mufit
therefore deviate from the centre. It allo

expofes the arm to danger; every chopper
{hould
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thould tare 1ts force from the play of the

arr, petween the elbow and wrift; but if
in the eagernefs of allion, the eibow fhould
be thrown too forward, tne [mall of the

r"'r!""l'

arm may be broken. nough no triend to

chopping, Ido not wifh it {lhould be entirely
laid afide. It may be haopily uﬁ* In oiv-
ing the return, and fheould a pugiitft engage
wuh a perfon ignorant of the {cience, it
will certainly prove i{ucc efsful.  But when
two 1kilful Boxers meet, no reliznce 15 to
be placed on it, and {uch 1s the opinion
of the moft exverienced profefliors of thse

prefent day.

A knowledge of the parts of the body
moft dangerous to be ftruck is neceflury to
every Boxer; but {irft it {hould be oblerved,
that any blow planted on the wailtband or
below it, is unfair, and caufes the lols of a
battle. The eyes, the part between the

eyes, the temples, the n ofe under the left
ear,
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ear, immediately below the fhort ribs, and
the pit of the ftomach, or what 1s univer-
fally termed the Mark, are the parts liable
to he moft affeCed. 1t 1s not incumbent
on me to aflume the office of a {urgeon, and
defcribe the confequences of blows properly
d in them ; it 1s futlicient to fay, that
a {ilfv] boxer will fucceed 1n proportion as
he judicioully makes them his aim. I
think it necefiary to contradict the opinion,
that round blows tvill hit fome parts which
ﬂm' shit blows cannot, whereas thofe in a

ftraze

3t 1S ﬁ“fldﬁ'nt that every blow depends on

H.i ¥

UL

nt direction will reach any part, for

the poittion of the {iriker, and he by alter-

-

INg 1S paﬁtion will always attain his nmark.

SECTION
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SECTION VI

The Guards of Humpbhreys, DMendoza, and
70/5@6}2 Wl {”/"E'}’"ZZEJZZ
ﬂ?f}zg/d be adbered fo.

| HATEVER rules are laid down in

Sparring fhould be followed in Box-

& pLition once zzd:’:g’) Fod

"

ing. ‘They are both confidered by mc in
the {ame view, and what 1s mentioned con-
cerning the one 1s applicable to the other.
Every f{tudent fhould endeavour to unite
grace with power, and this may be eafily
accomplifhed, fince Nature delights in the
graceful. Attitudes are as various as
men, but may be generally reduced to #4see.
Thofe of Humpbireys, Mendoza, and Foln/fin.
The firft confifts in placing the left hand
foremoft, the fift oppofite to the mouth;
the right hand nearer to the body, the fift
covering the ftomach ; the legs confiderably

extended ;
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extended, the left foremoft, the weight of
the body poifed on the right, and the head
ere¢t. 'T'his pofition is the moft graceful
¥ have ever fcen, the head, the breaft,
the arms, and the legs, are truly pic-

turcfgue, and combine to improve each

iy

other. It 1s alfo the moft manly; the
brea{t expanded, the head boldly raifed, and
the limbs firmly planted, exprefs the moft
martial air.  The weight of the body
thrown on the hinder leg muft give greater
ftrength to the blow of a perfon in this
ceard than in any other. Some pretend
rhat it i1s not good for defence; but this

ooIinion proceeds trom Mendoza’s fuccefs

A

imr  ftriking Humphreys fo repeatedly;
whereas the fault lay in the man, not in the
guard, for Mendoza 1s a quicker hitter,
and his biows would have perhaps equally
told, had Humpkhkreys been in the fafeft of

ail pofitions.
T he
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The {econd 1s formed of the fifts plece:
nearer each otner, almoit oppofite to the
chin, the left a little before the right; the
legs not far removed, the left fomewhat be-
fore, and the weight of the body on the
foremoit leg. Here the blow mull beo
weaker, becaufe there s a iofs of wes
propel it, the body being mofitly poifed on
the foremoft lex. It is, however, betier
calculated for Shifung, gives the pradtitio-
ner an opportunity of putting in more

lows, but has very littic of the graccefud

or manly 1in 1it.

The third or Jonnion’s attitude confiits
of the fifts held before the head, the arp:s
nearly extended, the legs almoft f”qtmri:, £ae

body much bent with the brealt forward.

This has little elegance or imanhooid in 153

appearance, and nradtifed by v:.;,:y fowr,

4

-T

T'he body 1s prota,&cd Dy tnis more thas
any other guard; but tne nead i1s exne.&}:é.

A

b

A
i'y e 8
- -’..n.(.. 1

»>
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Men pofiefled of uncommon f{trength in
the loins fhould oniy accuftom themielves
to it, as it muft fatigue all others. The
great advantage of this pofition lies In its
being alike calculated for ofience or defence,
for the weight of the body beingeqgually fuf-
tained by both legs, it 1s by little exertion
moved 1n any direction, {o as to guard againft
or give vigor to a blow.

To point out any attitude as the befl in
all cafes, would be ridiculous, a phyfician
micht as well prefcribe orze medicine for a//
conftitutions. Every one thould adopt his
mode of defence to his own powers, of
which, after fome pratice, he muft be
the beft judge. Thisonly I recommend:
when a perfon after mature deliberation, and
{ome experience, has adopted a particular
cuard, he fhould not eafily relinquifh iz
{is only plan fhould be 1ts improvement,
for if he continually {eeks for new pofitions,

he



Boxing Revrewed. JE

nhe cannot aét by rule, and muit cften leav
the decifion of a combat to fortune. The
trinmph of Humpbreys over HMarii, at
Newmarket, is a ftrong proof of the pro-
priety of this advice. 'Though the latter
changed his manner of fighting 2s often as
Protens did fhapes, yet he was as often
vanquifhed. A {yftematic condult wiil
prevail over irregularity, which chanceonly

can render victorious.

SECTION
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S CTIOCINN VII

Tle arvs fhovld nor be croffed, nor drawsn
bock fo [flrifke
Clofring—donubts about Barrir 7.

‘" EVERAL of the common people {11l

retain a very dangerous cuftom, which

rhe 170£1071 cgf Fhe ayrirs—

it 1s neceflary to notice, left 1t f{hould be
adopted by others who might think 1t pro-
per mcrely from feeing it often ufed. The
arms are crofied to form the guard. T'wo
difadvantages refult to any perfon who prac-
tifes this. In the firft inftance, one of his
adverfary’s hands placed upon the upper
arm will force them both down, and expofe
the fuperior part of the body. Secondly, a
blow given by onein this pofition cannot be
in a dire&t hine, and mut therefore lofe
much of its force.

Though |
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Though we cannot be always guarded,
particularly in attacking an enemy, yet we
fhould, as much as poflible, preferve our

guard.. Upon this principle, the arm thould
never be drawn back to firike, for the guard
is loft in proportion to the retrogade mo-
tion. An adverfary alfo gets notice of his
danger, and is of courfe prepared to receive
the affault, A blow fhould be ftruck with-
out any previous alteration of attitude, for
even fhould it fail, the attemptis produltive
of little mifchief, and leaves no opening, if
the guard be immediately recovered; but
this cannot be done when the whole weight
and ftrength of ‘the body are thrown in with
the blow, 2 meafure which never ought to
take.place, unlefs it is abfolutely certain
that an opponent cannot defend it.

A {kilful Boxer will never hazard a blow
without the profpe& of putting ina {econd
te more advantage, and I have feen fome

1) who
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who went {0 fii as to expofe themfelves to

a blow, that they might more effetually

plant- one themfelves. This,- howeyer,

may be fatal, and is {feldom practifed.

Femnts, thoufrh excremely ufeful and the
effeCts of fcience, are not fo much attended
to as they merit. If in Fencing they prove
{o decifive, why fhould they not be adont-

ed with equal fuccefs in pugilifm?

I cannot implicitly fubfcribe to the doe-
trine, which is generally laid down, that «
Loxer fhould always keep bhis arms i otion ta
cizd fro. The reafon given in its defence,
that the action of the fifts prevents the ap-
prosch of a blow, from being perceived, is
perhaps not {iri¢tly juft; for is not the vio-
lent 7ncrea /> of motion as eafily difcerned as
its beginning 2 If this be true, 1t will follow,
that it is better to keep the arms firady, be-
caufe motion will caufe an antagoniit to be
- ' Imore

. r
. P -



Boxing Reviewed. 35

more carefully on his guard, fince he muft

every moment expect an affault; whereas
their firmnefs may betray him into fancied
{fecurity. Anotherreafon has been adduced
the mo-

by the {upperters of this doctrine
tion ‘of the arms,. {ay. they, will prevent the
wrifts or hands from being feized ; but can
any one at this period of pugiliftic refine-
ment fuppofe, that a {cientific Boxer would
(Gffer himfelf to be graf{ped in fuch a man-
ner, {ince previous to its taking place, his

adverfary by the attempt muft throw him-

{elf off his guard, and leave a dangerous open.

Clo/ing has been for forhe time exploded,
and this alone may ferve as an argument to
{hew, that Boxing is greatly improved,
{ince what was formerly of much utility, 1s
now efteemed unneceflfary or of little value.
Yet pugilifts fhould familiarife themi{elves
to Clefing, for though it rarely happens;

-.i

thev ought to be prepared for the worft.
D » 33
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If I differ in opinion with fome of the
firft Boxers of the prefent day, whofe {ci-

ence 1s founded on experience, the beft of
inftructors, I do it with refpe&ful diffidence,

not prefumptuous confidence. I therefore
hope, they will excufe me for thus public-
1y ftating my doubts, concerning the prac-
tice of Barring, which confifts in ftopping
2 blow by placing the arm or hand on the
part aumed at. Why could not a blow
be beat down, a mode of defence which
BroucuTON ufed with fuccefs? Though
Barring may guard the part intended to be
{ftruck, it will not defend the part above or
below ; ‘befide, the arm or fift in the a&t of
ftopping muift receive the blow, and may
they not be difabled, and confequently a
battle loft? Itis by no means my firm opi-
nion, that Barrmg fhould be laid afide, I
only declare to men, better fkilled than my-
felf, my doubts as to the propriety of its

praltice.
SECTION
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SECTION VIIIL

Some principal objections anfiwered— Boxing
2feful to Travellers.

i ‘ TERE I to leave unanfwered fome ob-
jec€tions that have been urged againft

Pugilifm, I might be juftly thought its
champion from intereft ; not from an honeft
conviction of its propriety. For it would
appear, that I declined to take notice of rea-
fons too cogent to be fet afide, and yet per-

fifted in the fupport of a {cience, which be-
ing objectionable fhould not be defended.

It 1s aflerted, that Boxing renders the com-
mon people ferocious, and extinguifbes in them

the fpririt of induftry.

The minds of the loweft claffes of man-
kind in this nation have ever been of an in-

dependent nature; théy are manly, not fu-
T10us;
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-

rious; refolute, not favage; and I can-
not admit, that ferocity is in'any refpect ap-
plicable to them. Indeed at particular pe-
riods, zealous in the caufe of liberty or reli-
gion, they have been guilty of outrages,
that will for ever blot the hiftory of their
country, whofe fanguine pages muft reflect
a crimfon hue on the innocent cheeks of
their defcendants; but has not this hap-
pened to the people of moft countries, and
thould a genera/ crime be made a part:-
cular reproach ? It is evident, that pué‘i]ifm
promotes courage, but I deny that 1t infufes
a barbarous difpofition. To lay afide the
deftructive weapons of war invented by art,
and make ufe of thofe which nature has
provided, can never be efteemed ferocious,
and what is this but pugiliim'? An exercife
of this kind infpires 2 manly emulation, and
can only ftimulate weak ‘minds to difgrace-
ful violence. It will not be thought para-
doxical to fay, that it introduces urbanity

| | amongit
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amongft the lower orders of the commu-
nitv, for it makes them dread opponents in.
fuperior life, fince the {cience is known to
be univerfally taught.  So far therefore
from producing brutality, it will on the
contrary {mooth that roughnefs of manners, .
which has been "a national reproach, and
eftablith decorumm. Has not a Granrby
ufed 1t with fuccefls, and reformed nany
uncivilized beings ? Though the hero of a
nation, and decked with the glorious laurels
cf war, he did not think them {ullied by
twining with them laurels won by pugilif—-ﬁ
tic {kill. I could quote many illuftrious
examples of the fame nature, which prove,
that while the {cience 1s ftudied by the
higher, politenefs will become more fre-
quent among the lower ranks of {ociety.

The objeétion that Boxing extinguifbes the
fpirit of induftry, remains. to be anf{wered.
If Boxing be deemed prejudicial to induf-
- try,
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try, fo muft every trial of manhood, fo muft
every {pecies of public amufement. The
natives of every country, from the nature
of the human mind, which demands inter-
vals of relaxation from employment, will
apply themfelves to fome exercife, martial
or otherwife, to which their natural genius
dire&s them, and of this we have innume-
rable inftances in the hiftory of the world ;
fince therefore fome time muit be f{pent
without labour, 1s it not better we fhould
pafs it in the acquifition of ftrength and

grace, the neceflary confequences of pugi-
lifm, than in the indulgence of the fenfes,

which muil enervate the body.

'The advantages Englifhmen poflefs over
foreigners, from their knowledge of Box-
ing, are no inconfiderable motives to re-
commend it. Oppofed as men to men,
without weapons, and even with an inferi-
ority of {trength, we muft be fuperior in

perional
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perfonal contefts, caufed by accident or
defign. Science will prevail over numbers,
and lives, it is not improbable, may be fa-

ved by a proper difplay of {kill.

‘T'ravellers fhould be well verfed in Box-
ing. It isa confolation toa man ina ftrange
country, to be in a great meafure affured,
that he is equal to repel any attack made by
another in a natural way, that is without
dangerous inftruments of art, and fometimes
to entertain {trong hopes of proving victo-
rious over numbers. Nay in cafes where
the {fword and piftol are ufed, or are intended
to be ufed, a timely and well-directed blow
will revenge a pugilift on his enemy, or de-
feat the villainous attempt. I am informed,
that this argument in favour of the {cience
is zew, but, I truft, it will not therefore

appear the &fs conclufrve.

SECTION
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F.

SECTION 1IX,

Lo :,JG of BG’:L'Z.J?g——Z‘Z?é’ €r2c0UIATENZeNnt gz'*vc’fz
to it i Bionglhton's tiite—of 1745 declizie, re-

vival, and prefent [late.

¥ > UG ILISM 1s the lawful child of nature;

" but it is much indebted to art, whe-
ther we confider 1its progrefs 1n relation
to {kill or firength. When men firft dif-
puted and had recourfe to the powers of
he body to decide their differénces, the
hardeft bitter, or the perfon moft capable

of bearing blows, proved fuperior. Chance

+i

allo, as they fought without rule, frequent-
lv claimed the victory. “The firft improve-
ment feems to have been a proper mode of
Sfiriting, both as to the motion of the arms,
and the paris aimed at. T'he next, a me-
thod of guarding. 'This, however, until
our days, has never been fufﬁcieﬁtly attended
to. 'The pugilifts of former times either

received
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o,

received the blows of their adverfaries with
courazeous paticnce, or avoided them by
hifting and retreating. However cxpert
they may have been in planting bilows witiy
vigor, tkiilin the knowledge of defence an-
pears to have been entirely ncw to them.

1
!
# 4

Bro”crhton s time forms a mecmorzble

xra i1n the hiftory of Boxing, and juilly
claims the honor of rendering it of more
public concern than it was ever before.
‘T’he zeal which {ome of the firft men 1n
the nation manifefted in its {ervice, and the
great number of profefiors, who lived by
the profits of the inftructions they were fo-
licited to give, prove that it was held in the
higheft eftimation, and, perhaps more uni-
verfally admired than 1t i1s now. But iun-
provement did not keep pace withh encou-
ragement. 'The {cience in 1ts maturity
did not afford ‘more proofs of . {kill than
were difcovered in its infancy. Once there-

fore
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fore at a ftand it naturally fell into difgrace,
becaufe men, fancying themfelves poflefied
of all that was attainable, thought it unne-

ceflary any farther to cultivate a ftudy, which
could not requite them for their labor with

any new acquifitions. The mifcondu&t of
1ts profeflors alfo gave a mortal wound to
pugilifm ; 1intoxicated with popular ap-
plaufe, and confident of fuccefs in contefts
with the ignorant, they rafhly took every
occafion to quarrel, and thus formed a dif-
tinct and noxious clafs of beings in {ociety.
It therefore became the duty of every ho-
neft citizen to oppofe men, the profefled
enemies of order, and they were accordingly
ftigmatized as unworthy of a fituation in

the commonwealth.

After this, Boxing for fome time loft its
attractions; no longer heard of, it feemed to
bave never exif’ced\;‘ Yet the interval be-

tween its difgrace and revival was not long.
Many
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Many champions with {trong pretenfions to
public notice made their appearance. Their
practice was indeed great, but zbeory was a
word with which they were completely un-
acquainted. Refolution, ftrength, and ac~
tivity were confpicuous ; the art of defence
was in a great degree new; fomeawkward
guards, univerfally known, and therefore
" the more eafily evaded, formed their whole
{yftem. The fuiting the attitude to the
form and powers of the body was a thing
unheard of, and combatants of all firength
and fizes generally had but os7e pofition,
The ftate of Boxing at this pericd muft be
confidered very much inferior to what iz
was in Broughton’s time.

It would be ungenerous to raife the
reputation of the prefont, by deprefling

that of jformer pugilifis. They certainly
had talents, and ref{cued Boxing from the

rude ftate, in which nature only had placed
it.
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it.  That they improved it, even their ene-
miecs mult allow; but we have made {till
greater 1mprovements, and fo {uccelsfully
has invention been in our days exerted,
that little more can remain to be done for
the {fcience. Among the moderns are men
poficfied of every requifite to form a com-
plete pugihift, and to this excellence they
have gradually arifen by genius and intenfe
application. INo labor, no expence has been
{vared to attain perfedtion ; every manceu-
vre, every fineffe, which the mind could
igoeft, or the body execute, has been at-
templed, and even calumny mult declare,
taat Boxing, condudted as it i1s at this mo-
ment on a civilized plan, has undeniable

ciairas to public encouragement.

]

()

SECTION

Fl
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SECTION X,

r

Three diftinét  periods o be corfedered—
Braﬂgbz‘aﬁ Slack, and Hunt dofiorzeed.

YT is neceflary, for the fake of order, to
confider the different periods remark-

able for the moft eminent pugilifls T

fir{t comprehends Broughton and the E)E‘i‘il-u
cipal. combatants of his time; Corcoran
and {ome others rank in the feccond; and
the third includes the Boxers of the prefent
day. INo labour has been thought tco great
to obtain a faithful account of the pugilifts
of the firft {tate ; not content with auihen~
tic printed relations, I have had recourle ¢«
men, who lived in the moit intimate na-
bits of friendfhip with them, and were fre~
quent witnefies of their conteits. Few are

‘mentioned, as one modeof fghting com-

monly prevailed . but f{uch as mo{’c varied
are carefully {feleGed. The {me pian 1s

-
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followed in the defcription of thofe in the
fecond ftate. With refpect to the moderns,
of whom we can {peak with certainty, im-
partiality fhall be my guide. @ Whatever
attachments I may have to fome of them,
and I declare myfelf a foe to none, they are
entirely forgot; while I write, the friend
is loft in the hiftorian, and truth fhall only
prevail. I have been often folicited to de-
{cribe their occupations and private man-
ners; but I have uniformly reje&ted fuch
folicitations. Public ation requires public
notice ; but no man fhould wantonly ex-
pofe domeftic concerns, and condemn the
peculiarities of private conduét. The me-
rits of the moderns, as Boxers, fhould be
only confidered, we fhould not view them
in a moral light. Yet I fhall be always
ready to praife the deferving, while the vi-
cious may reft fecure from reproof.—Let
their confcience be their monitor!

- BROUGHTON
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BROUGHTON

Stands the firfk of former pugilifts. His
height did not exceed five fect eleven inches,
and his weight was fometimes above, {ome-
times under fourteen fltone. Xie was re-
markably well formed, but more calculated
for firength than action; he hada good eve,
and his arm was not, as has been ridicu-
louily reported, longer than the {ymmetry
of the body demanded. The hifltory cof
almolt every pugilift f{ufficiently proves,
that the mind, whatever opinion may be
hazarded to the contrary, is very much in-
terefted 1n all contefis of this nature., Itis
the origin of motion, and the body is its
{lave. Broughtorn wras {uperior to all others
11 mental powers ; his fagacity in difcover-
ing the weaknefs of an adverfary, and abi-
lity in covering himfelf from the moft dan-
gerous blows, enabled him to cvercome
many, to whom he was inferior in bodily

1D force,
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force. His favorite blows were ftraight,
and one direc¢tly planted in the mark or pit
of the ftomach generally proved decifive.

FFew battles are now decided in this man-
ner, as from the guard, and the forward

bent of the body this dangerous place is
nearly {ecure. Ide ufed round blows,
particularly when he withed to firike his
antagonilt under the left ear. His attitude
was fomewhat like that of Ryaz, in his
firft battle with Johnfon; though the arms
were not f{o much extended, they were,
however, more fo than thofe of his cotem-
poraries. When a blow was directed at his
body, he beat it down, when his head was
aimed at, he caught his opponent’s fift in .
his open hand. The crofi-buttock was
known long before his days; but he con-
fiderably improved and brought it into no-
tice. Whatever ftate the {cience was in at
that period, Broughton, it muft be admitted,
exceeded all other fighters in a knowledge

of
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of the principles, for his great talents {foon
fed him to difcover much of the theory,
that was before unknown. Many were his
fuperiors in ftrength and adtivity, none went
beyond him in {cience and courage. He is
defervedly placed at the head of the Boxers
of his own time, ana his amuiablenefs of
manners went hand in hand with his pub-

lic eftuimation.

o I, A CK

Meafured five feet eight inches and a
haif ; his weight between thirteen and four-
teen {tone, remarkably compact in his
make, f{uperior to ‘moft men 1in f{trength,
and of wonderful bottom. Suited to the
prevailing mode of fighting 1n his time,
few were able to contend with him, when
he was refcived on viftoery. Ie had but
little method in his ftriking, and {feldom
fought a battle on a previouily concerted

plan. He exceeded all others in the force
| E 2 of
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of his blows, and a Slzck was commonly
ufed to fignify a blow given with greaf
firength. His attitude was upright, the
leos very little feparated, his right hand on
or near the pit of the {tomach, and his left
vlaced at a fmall diftance from his body be-
fore his mouth. 1In this pofition we cannot
difcern much art; and had he pofleffed bot-
tom only in common with other pugilifts,
he never could have been victorious; but
his clay {feemed to be formed of a different
mould, and refifted the ffrongeft imprefiions.
He refolutely difputed every inch of ground,
and {o much did he defpife Shifting, that
he has opticnally received a knock-down
blow fooner than relinquifh his original
~ fituation. I have in another place taken
notice of Slack’s knowledge of the Chop-
per, which he frequently ufed with fuc-
cefs in giving the return, bringing his fift
to lxis breaft, and projecting his e¢lbow, he
threw off a blow, and inftantly defcribing

part
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part of a circle, the center of which was the
eibow, he une}:pe&edly'{’aruc!f; 1S antago-
nift in the face with the back of his hand.
‘This mode was completely his own, but
has fince been adopted by numbers. His
viCtory over Brougitonz was the greatelt ho-
nour he acquired, and we fhould be as
blind as Fortune proved herfelf in the de-
cifion of that combat, were we on that ac-
count to yield him the palm. Broughton’s
fcience and repeated trials, 1 which he
overcame the bravelt and meoft powerful
champions of his time, even thote who had
nvanquiﬂ‘ied Slack, muit give him the frft
fituation, and it cannot be thought an act
of injufticé to the celebrated Boxer we are
now defcribing, to place humn after, but

next to {o great a man.

H U N T,

As a {mall man, pofifeflcd more reputation

than-any pugilift of the three diiferent pe-
riods.
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riods. INot exceeding nine ftone, and only
five feet four inches and a half in height, he
- has frequently fought with men twice his
weight. When Hunr boxed, it was almoft
ever a trial of tkill with ftrength. e had
more difficulties to furmount thanall others,
for he was conftantly over-matched. Of
the few inftances of Shifting that occurred
in his time, he 1s the moft fingular; for he
conquered the firongeft men by his admi-
rable art, and even {tood up to fome in a
manly way. Though he might have been
allowed to drop, when ftrength fo much
beyond his own oppofed him, he {eldom
fell without a blow. He never confined
himfelf to one attitude,- for he found he
could more effe©tually confufe his adver-
fary by changing his guard, which he con-
tinually did. Some peculiarities which he
ufed with fuccefs deferve our notice; he
appeared patiently to wait the approach of a
blow, which, if aimed at his body, he

avoided
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avoided by ftepping afide, and then took

an opportunity of wmdznzg his man, who
was driven forward by his own force; if
directed at his head, he ftooped, and letting
iis opponent’s arms pafs over him, rufhed
within his guard, and generally planted a
fuccefsful blow 1in the body. He was fo
famous for thefe practices, that his antago-
nifts ufually fought on the defenfive, a great
advantage to Hunf, who by this means be-
came the afifailant, and was not prefled by
{uperior power.

SECTION
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SECTION XI.
Corcorait, Scllers, and Death deferited.

E Have in the laft Se&ion {cleted three

Pugilifts, remarkable in very different
ways ; the firft famous for feuwnce, the fe-
cond for dorfom, and the third for adfivizy.
The hiftory of Taylor, Stevenjon, and many
otners, equally eminent in the fame clafs,
might have been given; but as acccunts
of this nature cannot admit of much vari-
ety, fuch as moft materially differed from
each other have been only noticed. We
now come to the ficond or wuddle {tate of
Boxing, and it has been thought proper to
proceed on the {ame plan with refpedt to
that.

C ORCOZRAN

Stands firlt as a _fazr fighter. His blows
were all ftraight, and planted with prodi-
o10US
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cious force.  He never fhilted ner fcil, un-
Icfs aces Vs

guard was injudicious, the arms not being
{ufhiciently cxtended, and tiae body too ud-

i

i B | - ,__1 ... - ww \: .
cntally, witnout beme {firucc, His

¥
-

[ -

richt. He exceeded moft men in the
power of ufing both hands, and thouzh he
has been blamed as a /fhw tighter, he nad
the merit of {triking with certainty, for he
always referved himlelf to take advantage
of his adverfary’s opens. Unfortunaic in
the event of his contefts, he had not mucn
to boaft, even wiicn victorious; for enga-
ging with powerful pugilifts, and meeting

1
]

them in a manly manner, he fcidom ei-

caped being feverely beaten.

S E L L ERS

Was fironger and had more art than Cor-
coran, yetdid not hit with equal vigor. He
was celebrated for ralymg, or recovering

himfelf, when clofcly prefled. This he
effected
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effeCted by a ftratagem practifed long be-
fore, but not frequently ufed till he revived
it. When he found it impofiible any lon-
ger to ftand an affault, he fell on one of his
knees, and thus evaded the difgrace of a
knock-down blow. He was the more cen-
furable for this practice, as he rarely en-
countered his {uperior in {irength. He was
very fuccefstul in flriking his adverfary as
he himfelf dropped, and this has more
than once terminated a battle 1n his favor.
"[he following anecdote is related of Se/lers,
by fome of the fighting men of his time.
The neglect of his {friends in not backing
him againit Fobnfon, when tnis celebrated
vugilift firft came into notice, fo affeced
him with {orrow, that it caufed his death.

—For the truth of this I will not pledge

mylelf.

DEAT .
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DB AT H.

The real name of this Boxer is OJver s
but he 1s more generally known by that
which I have prefixed to my account of
him. He was well made, but light (I
fpeaik of him when in the full poffeffion of
his powers, for he is {till Iiving). His ut-
moit weight was between eleven and twelve
ftone ; but his activity amply compenfated
any deficiency m ftrength. Iie has fought
more battles than any man in England, and
won a great number of them. Peath had

at one time as much rﬁ-putzltian in L.oncon

-'l"-..,

as any pugili(t could defire, and not onc of
his own weight durit mect him. But he
imprudently engaged his {uperiors in force,
and the utmoft activity and {kill united
could {carcely bring hum througzh. He is
the firft inftance at the period we now no-
tice, of a Imall Boxer boldly facing an
enemy much larger than himfelf, and

though
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though he has been often over-matched,
he has often conquered.  One of Fobifo:7's
fir{t batitles was withh him; but Deazh uni-
able to {ufiain fo unequal a conteft, was
{foon compelled to grve 27, for Folufon even
at that time went far beyond him 1in dif-

playing the requifites of a pugiliit.

SECTIOIN
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S EC T IO N XII.
Fobufon, Perrins, Ryan, Biz Ben, Trinz,
Ward, George the DBrewer, Tfackfon,
Dunn, IWood, Nowlan, M ndoza, Elrim-
phreys, the elder and younger Totzers,
FHooper, Tyne, Watfon, Lee, Martin,
Doyle, Crabb, fones, Fames, and Ander~

Jfon, deferibed.
jJOHNSO N.
MONG the moderns this celebrated

pugililt 1s in every relpelt the mioft
diftinguifhed. His firength, icience and
bottom give him a ranlk fupericr to ail
others; but his uncommon judginent is
his greateflt excellence. Fle has never yet
engaged, without previoully ftudying not
only the powers and manner of fighting,
but alfo the conftitution and difpoiition of
his adverfary. This knowledge he alvays

converts to his advantage; not by any un-

fair
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fair manceuvres or abufive conduct, but by
a wifdom that cannot be too much com-
mended ; if his opponent be cool, he him-

{elf is cooler; if warm, he makes him {+til}
more {o by taifrmcr every juftifiable meafure
to irritate him. It is worth the care of a
{agacious amasenr, to trace one by one the
various battles Fobnforr has won. From
the frit to his memorable vitory over
Perrins, each furnifhies us with new im-
provements, acquired not by {cholaftic at-
tention or a fervile imitation of others, but
by his own originality of Invention. A
panegyric on the mental faculties of a
EBoxer may appear ridiculous to the incon-

fiderate, but the natural powers of Fohn-

jfo:’s mmind, unculiivated as they muit be
from the want of education, are equal tc
liole of moit men, and were they polifhed
and eniarged DY ituo}? micht be directed

with fuccefs to the attainment of any diffi-

A
)

culties, Unlike nioit ’i agiters, whe {el-
dom
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L

dom attend to rules for their guidance in a
combat, until they find themielves on the
frage, he regularly forms, long before, a
fyftem of condult moft adapted to himfelf,
and contrary to his enemy ; and to effeét

this, he calmly balances the refpcctive abi-

lities and tempers of each—a ftrong proef
of judgment, and which his own refletion
arit {fuggefted to him.

His heio'ht does not exceed five fee

od's

eight 1nches and a half, ana his weight is
about thirteen ftone fix pounds; he has Jit~
tle thew in his cloaths, but ﬁnpb vcry large.
He is round about the fhoulders and breaft,
and his chief force is centered in the loins,
which are remarkably ftrong. His polition
has been already delcribed; it feems meore
calculated for defénnce than an afaunlt ; but
when the body is {treng encugh for its fup-
port, it is equally capable of both. Ths

fhce appears to be peculiarly kus mark, and
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his great obje&t is the /ZZnding his adver-

ary, in which he frequently fucceeds. He
defifts a long time in a battle from acting
offenfively, with this defign, that he may be
imore intimately acquamnted with his ene-
my’s manner, and fatigue him. He avoids
tiie iiercelr attacks by the fafety of his guard,
which protelts the body in an uncommon
cdecgree, while the arms thrown before co-
ver the head. His motion is very judici-
ous, lie never retreats, but dances round his
man with a rapidity, which generally con-
fufes him. He gives the return quicker

han any other pugilift, Mendoza cxzcepted,
and has confounded many by advancing his
open hand 1minediately before the face of
his antagonift, for this pratice dazzles the
fight, and gives an opportunity of planting
a blow in the body. Fob#nfx’s grand prin-
ciple in fighting, is never zd/y 7o excpofé fozie-
felf to canger, por bazard amy thing which
can be obramed 101t/ certarity. A&in zal-

vays
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ways upon this principle he has at the corz-
cirefion of feveral battles been 1n nearly as
ocvod condition as at the brownning ;s for
though affui-ed of conqueft when firft f{et-
ting to, his prudence lcads him to pro-
tract an enzagement, whicn he perhaps
could not {peedily terminate, unlefs he en~
dangered himfelf; he thercfore mofltly alls
on the deferz zwé, and never {irikes, but
when confident of {uccefs. Ti1il his con-
telt with Ryar he never met a man who
had even a chance of beating him. The
engagement with Perrins 1 do not mention
here, for that fhall be particularly noticed
in another place. One pugilift may be
fuperior in ffrength, another in fzence, and
a third may poflefs more bof#om than John-
fon, but zz hzm are more fully combined

the various requifites that form a complete
Boxer.

E PERRINS,
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PERRINGE,

Only victorious in the part of the coun-
try where he lived, for he was never match-
cd in ZLordon, the refidence of moft fight-
ing men, little can be faid of this pugiliit,.
previous to his conteft with Johnfon.
He certainly won many battles with
cale, and was poflefled of fo much con-
fidence, that he thought himfelf fuperior
to every man in England. This was evi-
dent from his advertifeinent in the public
papers, which challenged any Boxer to
meet him for five hundred guineas.

Perrins is nearly gigantzc in height and
weight, with force {uited to his form, and
admirable altivity. An account of the bat -
tle between him and Tobnfon ought to be
recorded, and will perhaps convey a more

perfe&t knowledge of him than even a par-
. ticular



&
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ticular defcription. In this engagement
ftrength was oppofed to 1kill, and all the
admirers of manhood and {cience were
warmly interefted 1n the decifion. When
ftripped the difference in #erve between
them was wonderful, and Johnfon’s friends,
who, but a fhort time before, aflfured them-
felves of fuccefls, trembled for the event.
We may {afely declare, there was never fo
great a difparity in fize between tWo pugi-
lifts matched againft each other, and yet
the fmaller was a large man.

In fetting to, great caution was thewn on
both fides, and four minutes elapfed before
a blow was even attempted-—Johnfon after
baffiing his adverfary’s attack, gave the fir/?
blow, and Perrins fell. 'The three next
rounds terminated alfo in Johnfon’s favor,
who confufed his antagoniit by dancing
round him, and occafionally planting an un-
expected blow. Perrins, irritated by this

Fa condudt,
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conduct, threw off the caution he thewed
1n the beginning, followed him with vaft
refolution, appeared to hold his manceuvres
in contempt, and at laft put in a {fuccefstul
blow, that turned the conteft in his favor,
One of Johnfon’s eyes was quite clofed,
and his ribs very much beaten. He there-
fore fought with more cunning, ‘and, after
{kilfully parrying a violent attack of Per-
rins, {uddenly darted forward, and ftruck
him a fevere blow in the face, that laid his
nofe entirely open. This was immediately
followed by a {econd under the left eye,
and Perrins. was at length {o perplexed by
rapid movements and ,unexpected aflaults,
that he had evidently the worit of the battle .
in every future round, and the odds which
were once with him turned at leaft ten to
oneon Johnfon. |

- About the tenth round Johnfon’s. firength

{eemed to decline, for he fell withouta blow.,
| Perrins
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Perrins therefore claimed the vittory, but
on appealing to the umpires, tiiey decided
1t allowable to fall without a blow, as the
articles were not f[pecifically againft that
condu&@. Perrins in his turn loft much of
his flrength, and attempted to imitate his
antagoniit’s mode of fighting, with which
he was completely unacquainted. He
fought low and choppced at Johnfon’s face,
but this effort weakened him {till more,
while 1t hurt his opponent but little, who
appeared to gain new vigor. Perrins in
aiming feveral blows, at lalt feli from weak-~
nefs, when his adverfary dropping at the
fame time firuck him in the face, and
afterwards hit him whenever he tried,
t1ll a dreadful blow in the centre of his
face, which was before very much cut,
compelled Perrins to give in. The battle
lafted an hour and fourteen minutes; and
fifty thoufand pounds, it is thought, were
won on the event of it. It is necefiary

to take notice of an opinion, which univer-

{ally
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fally prevails, that Perrins would be victorions
were they Lo fight again 3 I, on the contrary,
believe he would be more eafily beaten.
Johnfon 1s now perfectly acquainted with
his mode of fighting, am acquifition of the
greateft 1mportance to him, who exceeds
all others in the artful advantages he takes
of his adverfary’s failings.

R Y A N

Isvery manly in his perfon, remarkable for
courage, and 1s thought to be the hardeft
hitter in England. He is very {cientific in
his mode of fighting, and well acquainted
with the principles of pugilifm, to which
he has of late indefatigably applied himf{elf.
He is, though left handed, very graceful in
his attitudes. Ryan 1s famous for giving
the fir/? knock down blow, and could he
Preferve a coolnefs of temper, might be
matched a;gaiﬁf’c any boxer in the kingdom.

He has been conquered by ‘Fobnforz only,
who
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who beat him twice. In his laft battle
with Johnfon, a round took place, which,
for game, ftkill, and vigor in rallying, ex-
cels all others in the memory of modern

pugilifts ; 1t lafted near three minutes, and

Sobnfon fell.
BIG B E N.

T'his pugiliftis diftinguifhed by the name
of Bzg, without any particular claim tc 1t,
for he 1s not remarkably large, but much
about the fize of Johnfon. He ftrikes very
{traight with both hands, but has little art
in his guard. He is wonderful game, and
never permits his adverfary to recover him-
felf, but follows him with great boldnefs,
till the decifion of the round. His blows
are uncommonly powerful, and without
any particular direCtion. I am happy in

the opportunity of doing juftice to his pri-

vate manners, for he has been unwarrant-
ably
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ably reprefcnted as an immpudent, abufive
fellow ; but every one who knows him
will allow, that, though not qualified to
thine in a drawing-room, he is a well-be-
haved, obliging man., He has never lol 2
battle. |

T R I N G

Is eftecemed the beft made man in Eng-
land, and the talents of {everal artifts have
been employed in taking his likenefs. He
kas not been frequently matched, but his
battle with [z Benz will be long remem-
bered, for they both exhibited a Zozzonz,
that has been rarely {een in any con-
teit. ‘Fhey difplayed little art and fought
with f{uch {pirit, that 97mg was quite
blinded, and his antagoniit could fee but
very Imperfecily. This however was a
great advantage, and Yrzzg was obliged to
ZIVE 1.

WARD.
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W A R D.

'T'his combatant has perhaps more claim
than any other to public notice ; he weighs
but twelve ftone, yet has engaged the mofi
powerful fighters with {uccefs, and couid
get baclk’d for fums to a great amount
againit any pugiiift, if permltted to drop.
His conteft with fobn/fon, to whom he is
inferior 1in ftrength and weight, will not
be foon forgot: they fought upwards of
two hours and an half., 'The {kill {hewn by
#Ward 1in this battle has never been equallzd ;
his activity in fhifting was prodigious, and
he gave {irong proofs of judgment in his
manceuvres. 2 ard is the quickeft of all the
boxers in hitting and changing ground ; his
blows are very firong, and cut exceedingiy.
He does not adhere to rules laid down by
others, but invents for himfeif; and this
‘he has done with fuch {uccefs that he has
never been vanquifhed. Hard is able to

beat
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beat any one of his own fize, and if al-
lowed to fall, would encounter the largeft

rman in the world.

GEORGE T™vs-e BREWER

Is upwards of {fix feet high, he fights flow-
Iy, but ftrikes very hard. He knows little
of the theory of boxing, and meets his op-
ponent in a manly way, never fhifting, but
refolutely bearing the fevere{t blows. He
generally {tands in a low attitude, {fome-
what like Johnfon, who firft gave him in-
ftruétions and brought him into notice. IHe
has made great improvements fince his firft
battle, and the fighting-men hold him in
high cftimation., His victory over Pickard,
the Birmingham man, gave a fignal proof
of his undaunted {pirit; they {tood up to
each other, and difdained to practice the
manceuvres of Boxing. Here was no fall-
ing buck to avoid a blow, or running round
tine {tage to wind one another, all was man-

ly
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1y and difplayed uncommon courage. Two
minutes often elapfed, before either of them
fell, though, during that time, many hard
blows were given on each fide. When ci-
ther did fall, it was by a real knock-down
blow. After the moft courageous conteit
ever {cen, and which lafted thirty-four mi-
nutes, George conquered.

] J A CKSON

Is nearly {ix feet high and proportionably
formed. He 1s celebrated for his adlivity,
and {urpafles moft men in ftrength of arw.
He imitates Johnfon in parrying the blow
direfted at the head, and avoids thoie a:med
at the body by jumping backward. In his
engagement with Geosrge the Brewer the
odds were fix to four 1n his favour, till he
unfortunately broie his leg, which putan
end to the conteft,

DUNN
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DD UNN

Is allowed to be very finely made, and his
ftrength correfponds with his appearance,
He is a very bold fighter, and never fhifts,
PDunn has on feveral occafions diftinguirthed
himfelf for borzem. He tought with Ryan
half an hour, after three of his ribs were

broken by a blow from his adverfary.

Vi O O D
Is fomewhat larger than Pard; he de-
{erves much encomium for his manly con-
du&l, and is confidered a very fair fighter.
He 1s greatiy improved in his knowledge of
the principles of Boxing, and ranks high
‘10 a Dl_ff I-rera

N O W L A N.

Ruch cannot be faid of this pucriliﬁ as
he has gi¢ n very few {fpecimens of his abi-
113 e Dehaved himifelf well 1n his

T
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conteft with Ao, and may attain great re-
putation, i1f he ﬂpplieé himfelf carciully to

the {cientiiic part of pugilifm.

MENDOZA

Is univerfally known as a teachicr of the
{cience and a Boxer; but he is particularly
celebrated for giving inftractions. He has
initiated more in the elements of Sparring,
than any other profeflor, and has at this mo-
ment a great number of pupils. There is
more neatnefs than {irength in his manner,
more fhew than fervice. His plan confifts
in teaching his {cholars to firike quick, and
their intention is moitly dirccted to the face.
As a- Boxer he defervedly ranxs high, he
firikes oftener, and ftops better than any
man in England. . He is deficient 1n the
ftrength of his blows, and this proceeds
from his atritude, which is too much in the

defenfive, Mendoza 1s weak i1n the loins,
but
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but very finely formed in the breaft and
arms. His courage 1s confiderable. He
has good wind, and he takes vaft pains to
prepare himfelf for action by proper #razn-

7.
HUMPHREYS

Is i1nferior to none as a manly fighter.
He 1s true game, and difplays more grace
in his various attitudes than any pugilift of
the Modern School ; he 1s well verfed in
the elements, and judicioufly puts them
into practice. ke cannot ufe both hands
with equal power, he mofitly ftops with the
left, and ftrikes with the right hand. His
blows are {trong and carefully aimed at'the
moit dangerous parts. The difference be-
tween him and Mendoza may be ftated thus
—IMendoza puts in more blows, and ftops-
better ; Humphreys hits more violently
and 1s {uppofed to have better dotzox:.

T he
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The Elder and Younger TOWERS,

ither o 1€ -he o) aliec
Netl f the brothers can be called
{cientific, they are, howcver, hard hitters,
and poflefs much courage; the elder 1s, for

a large man, wonderfully gquick in {ftriging ;
the younger was one of the firit, with
whom fobnfon fought, and was fevercly

beaten before he gave 1n.

"H O O P E R

Weighs little more than eleven flone,
and is efteemed the beft Eoxer of his own
fize in the kingdom ; he fights with prodi-
gious fpirit, and rallies remarkably well;
his blows are {traight, and planted with
aftonifhing force. Hooper is famous for
driving, or following his man till a knock
down blow takes place. "I'heamateurs have
lately attempted to match him, but in vain ;
for no man of his own weight has {ufficient
refolution to ftand up to him.

WATSON
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W A T § O N

IHHas not much f{cience. An . excellent
battle was fought between him and Hooper,
it Jafted a long tune, and he gave ftriking
proofs of bottom. Watfon is a pupil of
T\9"’?5/':1;::*.rd"’s ; but does not fight after his man-
ner. Heis very a&tive, and a good fhifter.

T Y N E

Is poflefled of great {trength and a&ivity,
fights cunningly and is a quick hitter. His
attitude 1s pleafing, and feems to form a
zcdiuiiz between that of Huwumphreys and
Ldendoza. He 1s allowed to be the beft
dropper in England, and often puts 1n a
defpera:e blow as he falls. Zy#ze has fought
many battles. That between him and Ear/
will be long remembered ; the courage dif-
played on both fides has been feldom equal-
led, and the conteft unfortunately termi-
nated in the death of Ear/. His conduct
on o melancholy an occafion, merits the

higheft
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highef{t encomium; his fudden expreflions
of giief gave a flrong proof of a feeling
heart, and his long voluntary confinement

thewed that his {forrow was {incere.

I, B E,

Commonly known by the name of the
iViete Chapel Butcher, fights with uncom-
mon {pirit, but has little knowledge of the

principles of the {cicnce.

MOA R T I N,

‘Tnis pugilift was fome years back much
eiteemed; but when he loft his battles
with Humpbreys and Mendoza, he loft his
reputation. He is not a fair fighter, for Le
practices every mancuvre, and takes every
mean advantage that is poflible. He is {o
attached to fhifting, that he cannot for a
minute keep 1in one pofition. Martin
ftrikes powerfully, and judicioufly direlts
ks blows dt particular parts.

@ POYLE
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D O Y L E

Strikes with {o little force, that he can
fcarcely injure an adverfary; he may be cal-
led the Modern Buckberf, for he patiently
bears the feverelt blows. e is {o fond of
fighting, that he will quarrel with his fu-
periors in firength and {cience, though he
knows he mu{t be defeated.

C R A B B

Is entitled to much praile, both for {xill
and bottom. '~ Mendoza has given him in-
{tru&ions; but he has fome bad cultoms
whichh Iie does not endeavour to correct.,
His blows are not {ufficiently {traight, and
he too {irequently practifes the clhopper.
"This may be ufeful in an éngagement with
a perfon ignorant of the rules of Boxing, but
is of no eftet againft a {cientific man, who
will eafily parry it, and immediately have an
advantage in giving the return. Crabd is

an
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an honeit figiiter, and nothing but fuperior
force can congquer him.

I O N E S

Is a flow but ftrong Boxer. e fights
with {pirit, but has not much method.

JAMES ter WATERMAN

Is a very intrepid pugilift. He weighs
but ten ftone, and has congquered men of
fuperior ftrength. He 1mitates obnfon in
his manner, and fparrs with great tafte.

ANDERSON

Is admired as a neat fighter; he firikes
and ftops well. He is known to have won
when he could with difficulty fee his man,
and yet gave in after four rounds with Zar-

Jon.

To avoid an uninterefting repetition of

fanguage, many pugilifts of the nudd/e {tate,
G2 though



84. Boxing Reviewed.

though poflefled of merit, have not been
noticed ; {uch were Darts and Ripfhaw.
Ripthaw has fought many hard battles ; he
planted his blows with great force, and
has now the reputation of being a good fe-
cond., '

SECTION
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places were jformerly raifed for the difplay
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of the fcience. The Grear Rooth in
tenbam Court, and the New Zmpbisheaire in
Oxford Road, were conftructed for the pur-
pofe. The latter was built by unfolicited
fubfcription from fome of the principal no-
bility. IMore money is however now taken
at public exhibitions cof this nature. The
receipts of the Amphitheatre, when Brough-
ton and Slack fought, did not amount to
three hundred pounds, whereas more than
double the {fum has been Zafe/y collected at

different engagements.
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Broughton was the firft Boxer of his
time, Jochnfon maintains the fame rank in
ours. LThe antient exceeded the modern
in weicht and inches; but the latter has at
leaft equal firength and certainly more aéti-
vity. DBroughton improved the {cience as

e found it eftabiifhed, Johnfon formed a
fyftem for himlfeli, in oppofition to well-
known rules. 'T'he neceflity of being ac-
quainted with clofing forms-a great objec-
ticn againft the former pugilifts; for as
they permitted their antagonifts to get
within their guard, they could not have
ufed their fifts with dexterity equal to what
we do, who {o ealily bafile every attempt
of the kind. Broughton {uffered the dif-
grace of a defeat, Johnfon has never been
vanquithed, and yet he has rifked more than
his great predeceflor, for he encountered
Perrins, a more powerful man than Brough-
ton ever met, as we learn from the accounts
of his various battles. Johnfon pofiefies fo

much
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much fame that none dare attack hin;
Broughton in the height of his reputation
has been challenged by feveral. 'I'he heio
of the o/d {chool 1s {aid to have manifeited
admirable coolnefs of temper in the condudt
of his battles, and in this the modern re-
{fembles him, for he furpaiTé's all his coteny-
poraries in {o excellent a qualification.
Broughton’s mode of follbwing nis blowrs
cannot be too much commended; but in
this he was inferior to Johnfon, who, like a

wife general, improves every little adva

-

o

tage, till he gains a complete victory. ‘The
only point in which I can allow Broughton
the fuperiority, 1s the refolution with which
he attempted to ftop blows; but this will
only prove him meore manly, not {o judici-
ous as Johnfon ; for is it not better to avoid
than hazard the receiving a blow? Public
integrity has been the characteriftic of the
one, and 1s equally that of the other. Their
private lives may be aflimilated in mildnefs

Gt
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