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P R E F A C E.

HE tafte for exhibitions of this

kind, are, I believe, entirely pe-
culiar to this nation; other countries have
their gymmnaftic and athletic exercifes,
but the Englith are fingular in their ex-
ercife of the Fift, and are curious in this
manner of {ettling . difputes, which,
among foreigners, are often terminated
in dangpercus wounds, and fometimes
in dearh 1tfe!f.

Of all methods of {elf-defence, it is cer-
tainly theleaft dangerous,and the moft ready
upon any fudden occafion.  Potitencis and
cood manners forbid the frequent c¢xcer-
cife, but it is not altogether unnecciiaory
to know fomewhazt of felf-defence in ihis
wayv, particularly .to corre&t the impu-
dence of over-bearing and iniolent f{fcl-
lows, who pufh themifelves forward,
where their vrefence 1S not wanted ; Or to

chaftife the infolence of aggravated and

pointed remarks, which refle¢t upon
B character,

} :

1
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charaéter, fituation, or any local circum-
{tances whatever.

Tn this view, Milton* recommends
Boxing to be allowed to boys, not only
as a uferul athletic evercife, but as fer-
viceable to them for this purpofe in after
life. Humanity is certainly contrary to the
practice, and it fhocked the pious Dr.
“Watts fo much, that he wrote a Poem
againft it. The Spe&tator, and-other po-
lite Authors, have difapproved fpecCtacles
of this kind, but never altogether con-
be demned the plu€[106 as tof:-"==lljr unnecef-
fary : wirile it is necefiary that boys fhould
be Ieft totheir own inclinations in theman-
“ner of icttling their own difputes; a too
great proficiency in thefe manceuavres,
~ought by no means to beencouraged, as it
mav incliiie them, as they grow up, to be
quanel ome in company, and make i.hcm |
fondeot fifhing in troubled water.

!

If the follewing happy inftance of vin-
dictive. juftice was plincipal“‘y effe&ed from
a knowiedge of this bcience, it may, with
feveml others, powertully. tend to obviate

¥ Trattate on Edycation,
| * the



( vii )
the ftigma of Iﬂhlll’*)ﬂ“lltV, that has béen by

fome nutional perions w;onwly fixed upon
Ihe fd.lneﬂ |

A fhort time {ince, as a countryman
(whofe appearance befpoice a ftate of emna-
ciation) was driving a cart along Snowe
hill. and ﬁnding the way (as is often the
cafe; impeded by a brewer’s dray, and the
driver not within cal, he took the liberty
of leading the fore-horfe, toopen the paf=
fage. This being obferved by the dray-
man, whoe wasdrinking in a public-houfe,
he came out, and without any cere-
mony, felled the countryman to the
‘ground. Refore this was recovered,
a gentleman, whoife chariot ‘had been
ftopped, had ftripped himfcif to his black
fattin breeches, and coming out to the
drayman as a combatant, was willingly
received ; one of the former’s CO]‘“.EEIU@S
exclaiming, < Dam’me, thisis a gentle-
man, thrathhim !” FThe coackhman weuld
have taken the office upon him, but this
was refufed by the genvieman, who dif-
played i much {ki!'l in the buiincis, ihat
the drayman was unexpedéledly, 2nd to the
fatisfaction of all the fpectaters,  com-
pletely drubbed in ten minuies; he was

B 2 cut
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cut in feveral places, thrown every clofe,
and was able to firike his antagonift very
{feldom during the whole time. The gen-
tleman, fatisfied with the fellow’s con-
ceflions, &c. gave him half a crown to get

his wounds drefied, and the {ame to the
countryman to drink his health.

Excellence in every art whatever, 1s a
pre-eminence to which but few can at-
tain, and this is one, that every well-bred
man would wifh might produce but few
imitative votaries ; but thofe who efteem
thefe things as curiofities, and exertions
of a fingular ingenuity, and wifh to {ee
what has been written on this {fubjelt,
may read Borell: de Motu Animalium; g
fmall {carce Tract, intitled, Ars Pugnana-
tis ; Sir I homas Parkyns’s Inn-Play-wref-
tler and Cornifth L,ug ; and Captain God-
frey’s Science of D-...ience, from all which,
the prefent fheets are partly compiled.

Painters and Poets who wifh to def=
cribe the efforts of mulcular ﬁrf:rfgth
are referred to the Status of the raving
Manlac at the front of Bedlam ; the
fGoure of Hercules, which fupports the

monument of Sir Peter Warren, in Welt-
minfter
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minfter Abbey; and that fummqry of
Statuary ikill of Ryibrach’s, at Stour-
head, the feat of Mr. Houare, where ma-
{fonry and marble are taught by genius to

depend on nature for their beft orna-
ment.

_This exquifite piece, is a full {ized
ﬁgure of Hercules; and for which the
Artift (as Mr. Walpole informs us in the
fourth Volume of his Anecdotes of Paint-
ing,) ¢ borrowed the head of the Far-
nefian God, and compiled the reft {rom
various parts and Iimbs_., of feven or eight
of tne {touteft, and hell atoletic made
men 1in i.ondomn, C»mchh thie boxers and
bruifers of the time; ths Sculptor felec-
ting the parts that were the mofl truly
formed in each: the arms were Ercugh-
ton’s, the breafls a celebrated Coach-
man’s, a bruifer; and the legs were thofe
of Ellis the Painter, (o that Ryifbrach’s
Hercules, may be confidered as the monu-
ment of thole Gladiators.”

During the prefent reign, the {cience of
natural defence, has met but moderate en-
couragement till lait year. Though f{carce
a feafon has elapfed, without affording

fo...nc
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{fome diverfion of this fort to the fanguine
fons of this manual exercifle ; yet no year
like the 1z2ft, and the prf_.{l..nt has pre-
fented fuch perfect examples.

Mendoza, and the Bath butcher at New-
market, were honoured with the prefence
and patronage of the greateft perfonages
of the day, except one. It happened alfo
fortunately for thefe hcroes, that both
houles of Parliament rofe up the day im-
mediately preceding the battle at Stains,
between johnion and Ryan, and no doubt
many of the Members of that poli-
tical body, contributed by their bets,
to enhance thefe champion’s valour.
Richard Humphreys, who conquer-
ed Mendoza at Cdihan in Hampfthire,
the gth of January, 1748, 1is at prefent
the Ilaft {uccefsful man ; 2nd fthould he
ficht him again, I wifh him fuccefs as
an f:',ngh(hman, and that he may transfer
as much ags in, from thie Hebrew intereft
over to our’s, as he is f:id to have been.

the occafion of bzfore.
H., L.

iN TR O-
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HNT“@@D CTION.

7 "1 is ufual for Aunthors to introduce what-
E ever fubjelt. they write upon with the
fandtion of Antiquity, borrowing examples
from the remotelt ages and cuftoms, to
producc a greater degree of confideration
to their Works than they very often de-
{erve.

In this manner the Antiguity of Boxing
may be traced as far back as the time of
Adam. It may be prefumed, that Abel
died under his brether’s biows, for want
of a good {fecond to prevent unfair play.
Jacob wreftled withh an Angel who ham-
med him, and gave bim an unfair fall,
and for that reafon the finew is taken
from the leg by the Jews to this day,
which occalions that joint to cut a different
appearance upon their tables, than 1t does
upon ours.

The Egyptian, who had the misfortune
to encounter Mofes, was under the fame
dilemna, his antagenift being too power-

ful
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ful for him, over-came and buried him in
the-fand. Had he had a gocd fecond,
Mofes might have had another bout, in
which he might not have come off {o well
as from the firft; but we muft here ferioufly
{uppofe the Egyptian was the aggreflor, or
like a foot pad attacked the Jewifh-law-
giver, whom the laws of nature obliged'to
refent the injury, and that his conduct was
she refult of that invariable principle 1n

human nature, {elf-prefervation.

- In fa&, all nations have had their gym-
naftic amufements, Dby which they en-.
deavoured to keep alive the fire of warlike
genius. * Benaiah flew two Lion-like
men, or, as it is rendered in the margin,.
Lions of God, and alfo a real Lion in the
bottom of a pit 1n a time of Snow. He
alfo flew an Egyptian, a Godly-Man, who
had a {pear in his hand, but he appears to
have performed this laft feat with a ftaff,
although he was a boxer, and as fuch had

his name with the three mighty men.,
David, in confequence of thefe great actions;
enrolled him among his mighty men, as
our late king George, to whom' that Jewifh

# I[ Samuel, xx1i, V. 20.
monarch
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monarch has been compared, made Brough-
ton one of his Yeomen.:

Sampfon flew a Lion moft probably with
his Fifts. Some ancient critics {uppofe,
that by the fame weapons he f{lew the
thoufand Philiftines, as the word Faw- bone,
might be tranflated Fz/2s, with as much
propricty as fheaves of corn are called in
our language Foxes. | |

The Romans had their gladiators : ac=
cordingly St. Paul fays, ¢ If, after the
manner of men, I have fought with beafts
at Ephefus, &c.” fo one of the fathers is
of opinion, that by éeafls in that paflage is
implied Prize-fighters, or whom we call
Boxers, If that commentator is right,
ke very well accoun:s for the modern ex-
preflion in the mouth of every fon of
Broughton—-<¢ As Paul paid the Ephefians
over the face and eyes.”

Wallace, the Caledonian hero,whom Ed-
ward Long-Shanks envied, and at laft
facrificed to his cruelty, i1n his early days
fought a pitched battlein a cack-pit. with
an Englifh Hercules, who had dared the
‘whole country rcund, man after man, to

eacouynter him. The young Scot firft

C darkened
1 " |
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darkened the day-lights of his antaoomﬂz
then knocked out his jaw-bone, and with
that fame fift, felled as many of the fur-
rounding croud, as offered to retard his
efcape from impending juftice..

Modern times have even produced 2
W oman who could Box, and the was the
famous Hannah Snell, of martial and na-
val memory.. "This extraordmary woman,
befides her other martial qualifications,
was the terror of the principal Bruifers in
Liverpool and Portfmouth, about the years
1740 to 1750. After the difcovery of her
fex, his late Royal Highnefs the Duke of
Cumberland granted her a penfion, and
fhe exhibited among other charaéers for a
long while, that of a Bruifer, upon the
little Theatpe, called the Wells; at Good-
man’s Fields, where fhe always came off

with great applaufe.



T H E

ART anp PRACTICE

QO F

ENGLISH BOYXING.

CHADP., L

- Definition of Boxing—Pofition confidered—
Ufe of the Adrms in fir/l Advances— Hurt-
ful Blows——Ibere— T beir tiffoéls anato-
mically confidsred— Hints for Defence-—
Wind and Spirit, a good Fsoxer’s Bottom.
— Fame, the groat [ncentive to bonoura-
ble Aclions.

OXING 15 a combat, depending
both upon f{irength and manual dex-
terity : flrength muit be the foundation,
but art will execnte more with a lefler
fhare of f{trength, than a confiderably
greater degree of this, unaffifted by that.
Strength is certainly what the Boxer ought
to {ct out with, but without art, he will
fucceed but poorly. The deficiency of
ftrength may be greatly fupplied by art,
but the want of i1t will be {feverely felg
- C 2 by
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by the ftrongeft man, who may have the
temerity to oppofe, with mere {trength,
a practifed and artful antafrom{’c

As the greateft advantage we can de-
rive from inftru&ion, is to learn how to
apply the mnatural powers of the human
fyﬂum, it will not perhaps be amifs, to
inquire into the moft advantageous difpo-
fition of the human frame, from which
the ative arms of the body, derive thelr
greateft degree of force, |

From anatomy we learn, that, the
ftrength of man confifts in the power of
his mulicles, and that power 1s greatly to
be 1icreafed by art. T he mufcles are the
{prings and ievers, whichexecute the dif-
ferent motions of our body : but by art, a
man may give an additional force to them.

The nearer a man brings his body to
the center of gravity, the truer line of
diretion will his mufcles a&l 1in, and con-
fequently with more refifting force. If a
man defligns to itrike a hard blow, let him
fhut his fift as firm as poflible ; the power

of his arm will then be confiderably great-
| er,



ENGLISH BOXING. X7

er, than if but {lightly clofed, and the
- velocity of his blow vaftly augmented by
it. The muicles, which give this addition-
al force to the arm, in fhutting the fift,
are the flexors of the fingers, and the ex-
tenfors are the oppofite mufcks, as they
open or expand thé fame 5 yet, in firiking,
or ufing any violent cfforts with your
hand, thefe different orders of the mufcles
contribute to the fame action. Thus it
will appear, that when you clofe the fift
of your left arm, and clap your right
hand upon that arm, you will plainly feel
all the mufcles of it, to have a reciprocal
{welling. From hence it follows, that
mufcles, by nature defigned for different
offices, mutually depend upon cach other
in great efforts. 'This confideration will
be of much advantage in the application
of that artificial force required in fighta
ing, which beats much fuperior f’crcngth
unmded by art.

The -pofition of the body is of the
greateft confequence in fighting.  The
center of gravity ought to be well con-
fidered ; for by that, the weight of the
body beingjufﬂy fufpended, and the true

equilibrium thereby preferved, the body
{tands
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ftands much the  firmer again{t oppofing
force. This depends upon the proper dif-
tance between the legs, which ought to be
the Boxer’s firft object, or all his manly
attempts will-prove abortive.

In order to form the true pofition, the
left leg muft be prefented fome reafonable.
diftance before the right, which brings the
left fide towards the adverfary ; this the
right-handed man ought to do, that after
having ftopped the blow with his left arm,
which is a kind of buckler to him, he
may have the greater readinefs and power
of ftepping in with his right hand’s return-
ing blow. In this po[’curc he ought to
preferve an eafly flexion in the left knee,
that his advances and retreats may be the
quicker. By this proper flexion, his body.
1s brought fo far forward, as to have a
juft inclination over the left thigh, in fuch,
a manner, that his face makes a perpen-—
dicular, or firait line with the left knee;
whilft the right leg and thigh, in a ﬂant—
ing line, {trongly props up the whole body,
as does a large beam an old wall : the body
by this means 1s {upported againit all vio-
lent efforts, and the additional f{trength

| - acquired
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acquired by this equilibrium, has the moft
profitable effect.

When a man f{lands thus colleed, all
his body, which fecmns tranquil, is never-
thelefs in a&ion. The muifcles, the ten-
dons, ard the nerves, from the feet to
the head, and arms and the hands, are
fireiched, in order to{upport him with,
firmnefs, and repellent {trength. :

Now confider from this, how much
greater weight muit not your adverfary
ftarnd in nced of, to beat you back from
this firm pofition, which is, peraaps, the
{tiffe(t that our frame is capable of,

By this refifting reclination of the body,
your blows will acquire an additional
weight from the laws of gravity, which a
Jefs-forward reclination can never give.
However, you may recline alfo too much,
and {o by over-ballancing yourfelf, fall
too much forward ; which will give your
antagonift a great advantage over you.

By
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By this difpofed attitude, you will find
the whole body gently inclining forward,
with a {lanting dire&ion ; fo that from
the out-fide of the right ancle, all the way
to the fhoulder, a {trait line of direltion,
fomewhat inclining or flanting upwards,
will be the ftrongeft pofitton a man can
contrive ; and it 1s fuch as we generally:
ufe in forcing doors, or refifting {trength,
or pufthing forward any weight with vio-
lence s for''the mufcles of the left fide,
which bend the body gently forward,
bring over the left thigh the gravitating
part, which by this contrivance augments
the force; whereas, if 1t was held ere&,
or upright, an indifferent blow about the
head, or breaft, would over-{et it.

The body., by this pofition, has the
mufcles of the right fide partly relaxed,.
and partly contracted, whilft thofe of the
left, are altogether in a ftate of contrac-
tion ; and the referve made in the mufcles
‘of the right fide, are as {prings and levers,.
to rife or let fall the body at difcretion.

By delivering up the power to the muf-

cle of the left fide, which, ina very ftrong
| contraction,
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contraltion, brings the body forwards, the
motion which is communicated 1s then
fo ftrong, hat if the hand 2t that time
be firmly elofed, and the blow at that
inftant be pufhed,or projeted forward, with
the contracting mufcles, 1n a {iraight line
with the moving body, the fhock given
from the firoke, will be able to overcome
a force, not thus artfully contrived, twenty
timces as greata

- From thisit is evident, how it is in our
power to give an additional force and
ftrength to our bodies, whereby we may
make ourfelves far {fuperior to men of more
{ftrength, but not feconded by art.

Let us now examine the moit hurtful
blows, and fuch as contribute maf: to the
battle, though very few of thole wheo
fight, know why a blow on fuch a part,
has .fuch an effe&, yet by experience the
know it has; and by thefe cvident cffells,
they are direfted to the proper parts; as
for inftance, hitting under the ear, be-
tween the eye-brows, acrofs the nofe; and
-about the ftlomach,

D T ne
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The blow under the ear is efteemed to
be as dangercus, as any that can be given
about the head, and particularly if it lights
between the ang]e of the lower jaw and
the neck ; becaufe 1n this place there are
two klnds of blood-vefiels, confiderably
large, the one brings the blood immediate-
ly from the heart to the head, whilft the
Other carries it direétly back.

Thus it happens, when a man receives
a blow on thefe vefiels, the blood proc_eed-
ing from the heart to the head, 1s partly
forced back, whilft the other part is puthed
forwards vehemently to the head. The
{fame effe¢t is produced from the blood
returning from the head to the heart, for
part of it 1s precipitately forced into the
latter, whilft the other part tumultuouily
rufhes to the head ; whereby the blood-
vefiels are mlmedxately overcharged, and
the finews of the brain become fo over=
charcred and comprefled, that the man at
once Iofes all fenfation, and the blood often
runs from his ears, mouth and nofe, alto-
gether owing to its quantity forced with
fuch 1mpetubf1y into the {maller vefiels,
the texture of whofe coats bemg too tender

to refift fo great a charge, inftantly break,
. and
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and caufe the effufion of blood through
thefe different parts.

But this is not the only coniequence,
for the heart, being over-charged with a
regurgitation of blood, (for {uch is the ef-
fect of that forced back on the fucceeding
blood proceeding from its left ventricle,)
ftops its progrefs, whil{t that part of the
blood, coming from the bead, 1s violently
pufhed into its right auricle ; {o that as
the heart labours under a viclent furcharge
of blood, there {oon follows a {fuffocation,
but wiich goes off as the parts recover
themielves, and condult the blood for-
ward.

The blows given between the eye-brows
- contribute greatly fo the victory ; for this
part being contufed between itwo hard
bodies, viz. the 2ft and the U5 frontale, or
bone of the fore-head, there enfues a vio~
lent exsravalation of blood, which falls
immediately into the eye-lids; and thefe
being of a lax texture, incapable of refift-
ing this influx of blood, f(wells almoft in-
{tantaneoufly : which violent intumef{cence
foon obfiructs the fight, and the man thus

D z difbed
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difbed and artfully hood-winked, is: foen
over-come and beat at difcretion.,

- "The blows on the ftomach are alfo very
hurtful, as the diaphragm and the lungs
fhare ih the injury. 'T'his 1s called wind-
ing. The vomits produced by thefe blows
are {eldom unaccompanied with blood, the
caufe of which being obvious, fhall be paﬂ;
ecd over here withgut any further natice,

- Mo men hit harder with one arm than
another, which,when obferved and known,
thould be guarded againft; thus, with your
left 011, 1f you ‘ftrike now and then upon
or under the right arm of your antagonift,
juft between the cibow and the {fhoulder,you
greatly weaken his principal fort, and
have a great advantage over him; for the
effeéis ploauced upon his nerves by this
blow, remain fome time, and if repeated
render that arm confiderably-of lefs ufe
and ttrength, and you have {till your own
right arm to ufe about him, which if you
‘can get to /ay it into bim, as they term it,
about his loins, will give you a great;
chance for the battle,

It
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It muft here be recommended to thofe
who box, that on the day of combat, they
forbear much meat, and charge not their
{ftomachs witi: much food ; for by obferv-
ing this precauiion, they will find their
advantage.  'Fhis will prevent that extra-
ordmaly compreffion on the Aorta Defcern—
ders, and in a great meafure preferve their
ftomacns from th..-. hlows, which they muft
be the more expofed to, when diftended
with aliments. An empty {tomach yields
better to the b]ow, than a full one, the
conlequence of which may be attended.
with 3 vomiting of blcod, caufed by the
eruption of fome hiood vefﬂ,ls, from the
over~charging of the ftomach; for when
full it muit necefiarily be more expofed,
as it is more expanded, therefore it 1s moft
advifeable to make nfe of fome good
cordial, but not too great a quantity of any
liquid fhould be f{wallowed, and what-
ever is ufed' on the occafion, fhould be
aftringent, that by its contracting quality,
it might reduce the fibres into .a imaller
compalis, -

The injury the diaphragm 1s fubjeét to
from blows,” which llght juft under the
breaft-bone, 1s very confiderable; becaufe

the
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the diaphragm 1s brought into a {trong
convulfive {iate, whichh produces great
pain, and leflens the cavity of the thorax,
whereby tse lungs are comprefled, and
deprived in a great mecafure of their liberty,
and the guantity of air retzined in them,
from the contiaction of the thorax through
the convullive ftate of the diaphragm, is
io forcibly projeéted forwards, that it
caufes a great dificulity of refpiration,
which cannot be overcome till the convul-
five motion of the diaphragm ceafes.

The artful Boxer may, in fome degree,
render the blows lefs hurtful on this part,
by drawing in the belly, holding his breath
and bending his thorax over his navel,
when be fees the {troke is coming.

Strength and art were mentioned at firft,
as the two principal ingredients neceflary
to form a gcod boxer; but there is ano-
ther qualification, which is very neceffary,
and tnat 1s what 1s called a dofioz. There
are two things required to conftitute this
bottem, -and -that. 1s -wind and {pirit, or
bieart, or whatever name you may call it, or
wherever you may fix the refidence or feat of

| o ' courage.
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courage. 'The fpirit is the firft thing
required, and wind may be greatly pro-
longed by exercife 2nd diet. Some men
cannot ficht well till they feel acutely
their adverfary's b!ows, and 1n this they
are like forae nztive bull-dogs, who can-
not fight tiil they are yo )] ticked. In fadt,
courage 1s the mofl fubitantial thing, for
without this, ecitner art or ﬂxe’?r:{{th will
avail a mran bur littie, aswill be feen bere-
after, in our obf»rvatzam upon tize man-
ner and character of tac principal boxers.

It is not the dsficsy of the writer of
this pam*“ﬁiﬂiﬂ to formm a bo¥er out of A
man cuite ignorant of the manner of the
arf; ir ig onty cffered os an atfiflant to the
memoery of thoiec wiho are Jb.dﬁea; thefe
Ieaves are not therefore defigned as formal
methodical rules ro learn by, or {uch as
a teacher is oodoz! to advance to his

pupils ; but cnly an expatiation upon the
art itfelf in d:leory with a view to the
couec}.mg of formal or habitual miitakes,

a_z:;gl fupply'ing }roung un?xper.’ience_d prac-
titioners with {uch practices, as will hold
good, and arc- hikely to fucceed upon all
trials. |

Lvery
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Every nation have their defenfive and of=
fenfive amufements, to which they are -
particularly attached. ine French tafte
is for the {mall {word ; the .Italian, the
Stilletto 3 the Portuguefe and Spaniard,
the Poignard and Piftol; the Turks exer-
cife the Scimetar ;3 the Arabians, the bow
and Javelin; and the  Indians, the fea-
ther-edged arrow. In the new difcovered
Iflands, from Captain Cook’s relation, they
have a method of exercifing their heels, ac-
cording to a method of their own contri=
vance. The Negroes, in many parts of
the Weft-Indies, are very expert at the ufe
of the thort ftick ; our Northern neigh-
bours, the Scots and Hlanders, are clever
at the dirk, and an Irithman will rather
flourifth his Shellaly than his fifts; buat an
Englithman, open, bold and brave, bids
defiance with his fifts, and thus gene-
rouflly gives his adverfary an equal clhiance
for fuperiority, i1f his wind, {pirit, and.
bottom, can bring him through the con-
teft with {uperior advantage.

We are allowed to be more expert in
war time than our enemies. C(Courage to
us 1s natural, probably owing to the con-
nexion and contlitution of our bodies, and
" | flowing
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flowing in the very fubftance of our dif-
ferent juices, and our blood. To be fure,
it is in a great meafure acquired by ufe,
and familiarity with danger. Emulation,
and the love of glory, are great incentives
toit. To what pitch of daring do we not
{fee men go, to get a name, and to be ad-
mired 7 And how obiervable it is feen in
miniature among our boys, who, rather
than be deemed cowards among their com=
panions, get into their defenfive poftures,
and fight with bloody nofes for a name.

It muft be allowed, that thefe amphi-
theatrical exhibitions may be productive of
fome 1ll, as they give encouragement to
1dlenefs and extravagance among the vul-
gar. But there ishardly any ufeful good
thing, but whatleaves an opening to mif=-
chiet, and which is not liable to abufe.
Therefore, I think, fighting and boxing
commendable, as it ferves to {fupport and

keep up the Britifh Sph'it.,

3 C H A P.
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CHAUP. I

Hiflory of the ancient Scbhool— Fig—Pipese==
Gretting — The Venctian Gondelier and
Whataker---The Rife of George Taylor--=

Prince Bofwelle-~Fames Mofs, and “fobr-

fon.

P EFORE we enter upon the hiftory
of the firft {chool of Boxing, it may
not be amifs- to fay fomething of the fa-
mous ig.

He was the moft {uccefsful prize-fighter
of his time. His genius and his judg-
ment was fo great, that the firft {porting
charadlers of that day applied ‘to him for
his advice, and when the weapons were
dropt, and Boxing became the vogue, he
was then in greater requeft than ever. No
match was made without his advice and
concurrence ; he knew the men and their
abilities, and always matched them to the
fatisfadtion of the {pectators.  Captain
Godfrey gives him a great character 1n his
Tireatife wupon the Uleful Seciemce of Defence,
and calls him the Adtlas vf be Sword.

His
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- His Theatre was the firft where regular
exhibitions were difplayed for tne amule-
ment of the public., One Prefton kept
the place before him, but then only.as a
Fencing—fchoo]. Fig, who originally came
from Thame, 1n OUxfordfhire, exhibited
himfelf againft all comers, with three dif-
ferent weapons, viz. the tmall (word, the
back-fwerd, and guarter- ftaff, and bore the
charater of underftanding tiine and mea-
fure, better than any othu Swords-man of
his time.

It was upon this ftage, that Mr. Brough-

ton firlt contended in public, and from his
out-fet in the world, he was proclaimed
the captain of the Poxers, and beat his
competitors with as much eafe as he would
have eaten a beef-fteak, and drank a pot
of porter afterwards,

Thomas Pipes was the neateft and next
principal Boxer of his time. He fought at
the face moft, and put in his blows with
furprifing agility, time, .and judgment.
He maintained his battles for many years,
by his extraordinary fkill, againit men of
far {uperior {irength. Pipes was but weak-

ly made ; his appearance befpoke activity,
E 2 but
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but his hand, arm and body, were but
{mall : though by that acquired fpring of
his arm, he hit prodigious blows ; and at
laft, when he was beat out of his cham-
pionfhip, it was more owling to his own
irregularity in life, than to any merit 1in
thole who beat him,.

Gretting was a {trong antagoniit to Pipes.
"They contended bhard together for {ome
time, and were alternately vi&ors., Gret-
ting had the neateft way of going to the
{ftomach, which 1s what Boxers call the
snark. He was the moft artful man of
his time at that, and at hitting what
they call the Brezd-bafecr 5 {fironger  made
than Pipes, and dealt the ﬁralleﬁ projec-
tile blow of all his competitors.

But what made Pipes a match for him,
was his rare bottom-{pirit, which could
bear a deal of beating, and with this, Gret-
ting was not fo well furnithed; for after
he was beat twice together by Pipes, Hanz~
mc’?y’mn‘a Fack, a meer blunderer of a Box-
“er, beat him by dint of hard blows; and
fo did cvery one that fought him from that
time. However, this 1s due to his me-
mory, that his own folly contributed more

g {a
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to his feveral defeats, than any endedvours
in his antagdnift’s; though at the {ame
time, he never poflefled the bottom of

Pipes.

Much about this time, there was one -
Whitaker, who fought the Venetian Gone
delicr. K< was a very ftrong fellow, but
qcmmfy soxer. However, he huad two
qnﬂu:u af101s, that very much conatvibuted
to bring him throagh, and help him out,
w-niere his deficiency in bottom. rendered
him inferior to his antagonift’s ; and that
was, a peculiar tmmow'dmary way oo bhad
of throwmr*, and contummr to mtch his
weighty ooa_/ uvizon the fatlen mz=n. An-
other of his manceuvres, was bringing his
knee 1Into the itomach of his adwe;fary
while falling, by which he oftr pui them
out of wind. The other, that he was a
hardy fellow, and could bear a decal of
banging.

This was the man fixed upor: to fight
the Venetian. The match was made at
Slaughter’s Coffce-Houfe, by a gentleman
of an advanced {tation, Fig was employ-
ed to procure a proper man, and had par-
ticular charge given. him, becaufe it was

| for
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for a large fum ; and the Venetian was a
man of extraordinary ftrength, and famous
for breaking the jaw-bone in boxing

Fig replied, in his rough muanner, I do
not know, Mafter, but he may break one
of his own countrymen’s jaw-bones with
his fifts ; but I will bring him: a man, and
he fhall not break ., his jaw.-bone with a
fledge-hammer in his hand,” Untill the
man appeared, 1t was doubted, whether the
Venetian’s -antagonift had not had the
bone extracted aftel fome former conteft.

The battle was fought at Fig's Amphi-
tieatre, before the politeft company that
had ever been {een on the occafion. While
the Gondelier was {tripping, feveral Eng-
lith gentlemen pmtlcularly remarked thﬁ'
tremendous figure of the man. His armi
tock up all obfervation ; it was furprifingty
long, large, and mufcular. He advanced,
pitching Thimfelf forward with his rlght
leg, and his arm full extended, and as
Whitaker approached, gave him {uch a
blow upon the fide of the head, that knock-
ed him off the ftage, over the railing,
whu.h was remarkable for its height,
‘Whitaker’s misfortune in this fall was,
_that the company being very genteel, they

-would
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would not permit any common people in,
who there ufually fat upon the ground,
and lincd the ftage all round. 1t was then
all clear, and Whitaker had nothing to
{top him but the bottom. As he fell, there
arofe a general, clamorous, foreign, h uzza,
. on the ide of the Venetian, pronouncing
our countryman’s downfall ; but Whitagker
took no more time than was neceflary to
get up again, when finding his fault in
ftanding out to the length of the other’s
arm, he with a little ﬁooP, ran boldly in,
beyond the heavy mallet, and with one
Englifh peg in the flomach, quite 2 new
thing to the toreigner, threw him down on
his back-fide. The Venetian got up again,
and, after {crambling with him about the
ftage for a few minutes, foon gave out,
declaring he would have nothmg more to
do with his flovenly fift.

~ Sofine a houfe was tco engagingto
Fig, not to wifh to raife fuch another.

He therefore, as {oon as the battle was
over, ftepped up to the company, and °
told the gentlemen, that whatever they
might think of the man he had picked up to
beat the Venetian, he was far from being:
the beft man for the fift in London ; and
o

-
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¢to convince them he was in earneft, he faid
that if they would comg that day fen’night,
he would produce a man, who fhould beat
this Whitaker in ten minutes,. by fair
bitting. This brought as fair, and near
as great a company, as the week before.
"The man piiched upon was Nat. Peartree,
who, knowing the other’s knack,and his
deadly way of flinging,took a moft judicious
way to beat him, and that was, in clofing
his day-lights. His judgment carried in his
arm {o wefll, that 1n about fix minutes
both Whitaker’s eyes were fhut up ; when
he, groping about a-while for his man,
and not finding him, he very prudently
gave out, with thefe odd words, Dam’me
I am not beat--but what fignifies my -
fighting, when I cannot fee my man? |

Ytis difficult, where information depends
upon the memory intirely, to be abfo-
lutely certain in the dates 3 what has been
~ related, though in the remembrance of
many, is yet {o long ago, that it is not eafy
to afcertain the exact time; however, we
now approach  to times, a little frefher
and of more recent remembrance,

George Taylor, known by the name of
George the Barber, {prang up furpri-
zingly
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ﬁngly;' ‘He had but one eye. . He beat
all -the chié¢f Boxers but Broughton at
firft, and he even beat him .at laft, as well
as Broughton’s conqueror, ]ack Slack.
George was wrong 1a engaging the ﬁ.md--
mg Chalnplon of the day, and the 0p1-—
nion of the publick: was fo much -
Broughton’s - favour, that there arofe fa“
hifs among fome of the audience, which
made himi' foon give out. He was not
then twenty, and Broucrhton' was in-the -
zenith of his age and art However, - he -
was a {trong able Eoxer, and had a con-
fiderable knowledge of the {mall and back
{fword, and a remalkable.')udfrment in the
crofs-buttock fall, but f{till he was .not.
full bottomed and blowq of equal ﬂrength
too.much deranged his conducdt.

L]
RN T

Tt W1ll not be impropet perhaps in fhlS
p]ace ‘to introduce a molt extraordinary
chara&er for 2 Boxer, and-that is Prince?
Bofwell, a Gypfey, and fon- to-the king:
ot that Wanderlng people. - He was  rex’
markable for a part:cular blcw. with his:
left hand at the-jaw, whmh feldom failed+
of’ Having its - proper effect s but with all/
his judgment he-wanted Iplrlt, ‘and a oood -
LEnglith bottom, or elle he had been a

Tl I - match

kY
-
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match féf'Brdughton himfelf. “All that is
recolleéted’ of him' now, is, that he Wwags
hanged for ﬁeahng a mare. )

by,

James was reputed. a very neat Boxer : ,._
he bhad a good wrift, and the beft fprmgﬂ
in his arm, ofall his contemporaries, up-:
on the boards. He was a compleat maf-
ter of his art, and when be was beat, it
was only for want of ftrength to ftand to,

his man.

‘Thomas Mofs, a Kentifh man, “and’
Thomas Johnfon, from =~ Whattlington,-
ought not to be forgot, as they bravely
dlfplayed their abilities 1n thofe days of’
public heroifm. - And here-I cannot help
regrettmg the {cantinefs of my intelligence,
which, depending upon the recollection-of
fa&ts long fince pafled, is. now very im-
perfect. However, this memorandum
may ferve to amufe thofe who wifh to be
informed of the acors and manners of
thefe things in former times, and to.re-
freth the memories of thofe who may.not
yet have forgot the blows they received

from the champions they engaged. - -

. ‘ | C HAP
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Anecdotes of Boxi ?zg—-‘-Bszriam Advertifed
Challenges, from the Dasly Advertifer in

1742,

HIS Science, pecuhar?" 1E‘rnfr'lfh
which, though faihiorzble, is ot
yet licenced, and affords an inftance of
the repugnance that may for a time fubfift
between the laws and the manners of a
nation, was once as regular an exhibition,
as we now fee at any of the places of pub-
lic amufement, the T heatres alone ex-
cepted. " It was encouraged by the firft
ranks of the Nobility, patromzed by the

Jirl fubjec?s in the realm, and tolerated by
the Magiftrates. Before the eftablithment of

Broughton’s Amphitheatre, the booth was
kept at Tottenham~Court, in which the
proprietor, Mr George ‘Faylor, who fuc-
ceeded Mr. Fig, invited the profeflors of the
arttodifplay their tkill, and the public to be
preient at the exhibition of it. 'The bruifers
then had the reward due to their prowefs,
in a divifion of the entrance moncy, which
fometimes was an hundred, or2n hundred
and fifty pounds. The general mode of

' F 2 (haring




40 THE ART AND PRACTICE OF

tharing was for two-thirds to go to the
winning champion, while the remaining
third was -the right of the lofer ; though
fometimes, by an exprefs agreement of the
parties, the conqueror and the vanquifhed
fhared alike., =~ = o

- 'We have lately feen 1n fome of the Pa-
pers an Advertifement Extracrdinary, as =
fatire on the prefent rage for this gym-
naftic exercife s—but how little exrraordi~
nary it would have appeared about half a
century ago, we may judge from the fol-
lowing advertifements, which are taken
from a news-paper of thofe times.

BOXING CHALLENGES.

Extralled from the Daily Advertifer of the
' - Year 1742,

November 22, 1742,

¢ This 1s to acquaint all true lovers of
manhood, that at the Great Booth, Tot-
tenham-Court, To-morrow, being the 23d
initant, ’tis believed there will be one of

~ the
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the moft fevere Boxing Matches that has
been-fought for many years, between

rRI‘CHARDE Hawes, Back~maker,
and
THOMAS SMALLWOOD,
For Fifty Pounds.

“ The known hardinefs and intrepidity
of thefe two men, will render it needlefs
to fay any thing in their praife.

¢« Gentlemen are defired to come fc_:on,
for, as this battle has been deferred a fort-
night, at zbe particular defire of feveral

WNoblerier and Gentlemen, a full houfe 1is
carly expected,

¢¢ There will be feveral bye-battles, as
ufual, particularly one between ~tbe noted
Buckborfe, and Harry Grey, for two gui-
neas; and a good day’s diverfion may be

depended on.” | |
| Daily Advertifer.

Aprii
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Aprzl 26, 174.2. IR

iil-' i i; '1

€ At the Great Booth at Tot tenham-.
Court, on -Wednefday next, -the 28th’ in-
fiant, will be a Trial of Manhood between
the following champions ;

"

¢ Whereas I, William Willis, (com-
monly known by the nzme of the Fighe-
ing Luaker) having fought Mr. Small-
_wood about twdvé: months fince; and
held him the tighteft to it, and - bruifed
and battered hur more than any one heever
encountered, though [ had the ill-fortune to
be beat by an accidental fal.; the faid Simall-
weoed; flothed with the fuccefs blind for-
tune then gave hlm, and the weak at-
tempts ‘ot a few vam Irifhmen and boys;
thai have oi latefought him for a minute
or two, malkes hun think himfelf un-
covquelable " to convince him bf the
falfity of whlcn, I invite him to ﬁght me
forten pounds, at the time and place aboves
montioned, when'i doubt not but I thall
prove what I have afferted, by pegss darts,
ha d blows, falls, and crols—buttocks.

WiLriam WILLIS.."

«« I, Thomas
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S e T, Thomas “Smallwood, known for
my’ intrepid manhood and bravery'on and’
off the ftage, accept thechallenrge of this
puffing LQuaker, and will (hew him, that he
is led by a felfe. fpirit, that means hun no
other, good, than that he thould be chaﬁ:x-,

fed for offering, tg take upon I‘-lm zbe arii af'

Fefb. N

"THOMAS SMALLwooo,.

<« Wote, The doors wﬂl be opened at
‘Pen, and the combata»nts-mount at twelve.

' J
i.+ - * £._,. ! J f Fo -""'"'l 1 ' ;‘-‘

" . - f & &> m MLt i
L}

¢ There w111 be _fcvera}wbye-bat.tlcs, as_,
ufual ; and particularly one between John
Dwme and John Tlppmg, f01 five pounds

ﬁﬁth- : " | r -

S L oT R S S
\

Thls Smallwood Was a thorough man,
and had _]udgment cqual t0:.any of }113
time, and. {uperior to moft; but he wasg
too light. to  ftand. before a bottom-man.
At hlS firll ﬂartmf‘r upon the ﬁam.., he wes
beaten ‘by. DnnmocL but he acquirod
INOFe honour in the conte{t than he loft..
At that time a.man who withed to gaife a,.
School, could only get pupils in propor~.
tion to hxs adventurous courage;. and thofe

'who
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who could not engage a ftanding champion,
could .obtain but fmall encouragement for
their labours._ |

Thefe public challenges were' very fre-
quent at -this time. In May followmg,
the fame year,' was advertifed in' the fame
Paper : | SN

Mézy 4—’ 1 74.2 .

L At the Great Booth at TOttenham-&
Court, to-morrow, the 5th of May, will
be a Trial of Manhood between the fol-

lowing champlons, _vlz. |

o Whereas I, John Francis, ( commonly
known by the name of the Fumping Sol-
dier) who have always had the reputation
of a good fellow,and have fought ‘feveral
bruifers in the ftreets, &c. nor am 1 afrald=
to.mount the ftage, efpecially at time
- whidcmymenbiood is called in queftion by
an Irifh braggadicio th‘er, whom I fought
in a bye-battle {fome time fince at ‘T'otten~
ham-Court, for twelve minutes;- “and
though I had not the fuccefs due to ‘my
courage and ability in the art of Boxingy

do mwte him to fight me for two guineasy
at
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at the time and place above-mentioned,
when I doubtnot but I fhall give him the
truth of a good beating.

- Joun Francrs.”

¢« I, Patrick Henley, known to every
one for the truth of @ good fellow, who
never refufed any one on or off the flage,
and fight as often for the diverfion of gen--
tlemen as for the money, accept the chal-~
lenge of this Fumping ‘fack, and ihall, if
he don’t take care, give him one of my
botbering blows, which will convince him
of hisignorance in the art of Boxing.

PaTrick HENLEY.”

This laft advertifement 15, together
with the others, a curious {pecimen of the
boafting ftile ufed by thofe boxers 1n chal-
lenging each other. It muit not, how-
ever, be f{uppofed, that the chal]enges
were penned by the re:peltive parties—
by the gencrality of thefe men, the arz of
qriiing was not efteemed a lnamy or an
honourable accomplifhment ; befides
which, the uniformity of the Iancruage
ithews, thatall the advertifements from the

Tottenham-Court Booth, were written,
G Dy
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by one perfon, who was employed for
that purpofe. ‘We find, indeed, that this
was really the cafe ; and that, in the true
{pirit of the heroic ages, a Poet under- -
took to celebrate  the exploits of thefe
champions ; and that Poet, the readers
perhaps - will be a little {urprifed to
hear, was no lefs a man than Mr. Theo-
philus Cibber,

Another Poet of note, of this time, al{o
undertook to celebrate thefe Pugilifls, 1n a
mock hercic, with hyorcritical notes,
which are truly humourous. The {ubject
was, the battle between Broughton and
Stevenfon, and the Poem is intitled, the
GyMNAsIAD. It was written by Paul
Whitehead, and may be found in Fawke’s
Poetical Callendar, as well as in the vo-=
lume of his works.

CHAPR
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C HA P. 1V.

Broughton Fights af the Tottenbam-Counrt«
Booth—Beats Stevenfon in forry Minutes
cmaQpens an Ampbrtheatre of bis own
by Subfcription---Is patronized by the
chief INobility~-=The Perjormers at the
Booth come over to Him=--Catalogue of

”.Bf'éi:ffé’rh

" T is not abfolutel y neceflary, in a Com=
B pilation of this kind, to give a minute
detail of every combat fought upon the
{tage, or elfewhere, between the cham-
pions of the day; but before we take our
final leave of the Tottenham- Court booth,
it will not be amifs to notice an engage-
ment between Broughton, and the one-
eyed Coachman Stephenfon, as it will
ferve to {hew the valour of the champions,
and alfo that Broughton’s art excelled
every other Boxer’s of the time.

According to the beft a¢count, Brotigh-
ton was 1ll at the time ;3 befides, it was an
hafty made match, and he had not that
regard for his preparation, as he after=
wards found he fthould have had. But

here his true bottom was proved. T-hc:ﬂ
G 2 ~ coachmap
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coachman was a beautiful hitter; he put
in his blows fafter than Broughton, but
- then one of the latter’s told for three of
the former’s. The booth was railed at
the end towards the pit. After about
thirty-five minutes, being both againft
the rails, and {crambling for-a fall, Brough-
ton got fuch a lock upon him, as no
Mathematician could have devifed a better.
T here he held him by this artificial lock,
depriving - him of all power of rifing or
falling, till ref’cmg his head for about
three or four minutes on his back, he
found himfelf recovering; then he loft
the hold, and on fettlng to again, he hit
the coachman as hard a blow, as any he
had given him in the whole battle. In
fa&t, the coachman could not ftand it, and
his bravery was torced at laft to yield to {u-
perior force, The conteft lafted forty mi-
nutes.

The nobility and gentry, who patro-
nized this exercife, and amongswhom
“were reckoned the firft charad&er in the
kingdom, baving complained of the in-
convenlences {uftained at the Tottenham
Court Booth, they prevalled on Mr.
Broughton, who was then rifing into note
as the firlt bruifer in London, to build a

place
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place better adapted for fuch exhibitions.
‘This was accordingly done, in 1742,
principally by fubfcription, behind Oxford
Road. The building was called Brough-"
ton’s New Amphitheatre,” and, befides
the ftage for the combatants, had feats
correfponding to the boxes, pit, and
galleries, much 1n the fame manner with
thofe at Aftley’s.. The following adver-
tifement, 1n the {pring of 1443, announ=
ced the opening of it to the public, though
feveral matches had been fought in 1t -be-
fore,

March 10, 1743.

“ At Broughton’s New Amphitheatre,
in Oxford Road, the back of the late Mr.
Figg’s, on Tuefday next, the 13th inft.
will be exhibited, T he true Art of Boxing,
by the cight tamecd following men, viz,
Abraham Evans, Swecep. Belos, Glover,
Roger Allen, Robert Spikes, Harry Gray,
and the Clog-maker. The above faid
eight men are tc be brought on the ftage,
and to be matched according tc the ap-
probation of the gentlemen, who fhall be
pleated to hopour them with their com-

pany.
<« Note,
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«« Note, There will be a Battle Royal
between the noted Buck-horfe and {even or
eight more; after which there will be
feveral Bye«<battles by others. Gentlemen
are defired to come be-times, by reafon of

the number of battlesi”

. ¢ The doors will be opened at niné,
and fome of the Champwns mount at ele~
ven.—No perfon to pay more than a fhil-

ling.”

This undertaking of Mr. Broughton
jultly gave alarm to the proprietor of the
Tottenham Court Booth, who immedi=
ately engaged Taylor, Stevenfon, James,
and Smallwood, four firft rate champions,
under articles, like regular performers,

not to ﬁgbt on any {tage but his. Mr.
Brouo'hton s advertifement was ani{wered

by the following appeal to _the public:

Ta aZZ Efzcazzrdgers of the Manly Art of
| B oxz;zg

- - ¢ Whereas Mr. Broughton has malici-
oufly advertifed feveral battles to be fought

at hlS Amphitheatre on Tuefday next, the
I3th
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i 3th of March, 1n order to detriment me,
who fight M. Field the fame day at Tot-
tenham Court, 1 think 1t incumbent on
me to undeceive gentlemen, by informing
themy the greateft part of the perfons,
meniinned to fight there, never intended
any {fuch thing, or were ever acquidinted
with it ; therefore hope this affertion will
be unde:ftood (as 1t really 1sj a fpiteful
undertaking. |

¢ Mr, Broughton has likewife inferted
in his bills, that their never was any im-: .
pofition on the champions who fought at
his Amphitheatre, and has in vain endea-
voured to make it appear, which gentle-
men will be fenfible of, when an account
of his exa&tions are fet forth at large in
print, which will be done with all expe-

. dition, |

<« And to convinge Mr. Broughton, that
I have no difguft to his Amphitheatre, L
am willing to meet him there, and fight
him for an hundred pounds, whenever he
pleafes 5 not in the leaft regarding (as he
exprefles bimfelf) the valour of his arm.”

March 12, 1743, GEORGE TAYLOR™
' ) qu
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Mr. Broughton, in his reply to this
declaration, ftated, that he had built his
theatre at the exprefs {olicitation and de-
fire of the public; that it had coft four
hundred pounds, of which eighty were
by contribution ; and that, having him-
felf been at the expence of what was
required beyond that fum, he thought 1t
but fair -and reafonable,- that he fhould
appropriate to himfelf a third part of the
money colletted at the door, thereft going

to the champions,

All the principal amateurs and encoura-
gers of the {cience gave their fanétion to
Broughton’s caufe; and in the end all the
profeflors were obliged to come over.
Taylor, and the others, finding that their
exertions could- not prevent the Totten=
ham Court Booth from being deferted for
Broughton’s more commodious theatre, -
gave up the conteft; and on condition that
Mr. Broughton engaged to make good to
them the lofs incurred by the forfeiture of
their articles, they agreed to leave the
booth, and to fight no longer but on his

ftage,
Mr,
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- Mr. Broughton - thus become fole ma-

nager and . proprietor of the boxing thea-

tre, - engaged all the firft performers, and

regred many pupils, who were afterwards
expert profeﬁors ef this gymnafhc art.

3 The rage forf Bo’xmg was at its height

when Broughton .opened his Amphithea-.
tre. Here he eftablithed a fchool for
boxing, in which he was himfelf the lec-
turer,. He invited the young gentlemen
of the army, and all other men of {pirit,
to' engage under _hls diretions ; and pro-
mlfed to f{ecure their arms and wrifls
with mufflers, fo that nothing. might be
apprehended by the fofteft hand, or ten-
dereft ikin. A few, indeed, were hardy
enough to try a fall with hlm, and went
through the whole of his manual exercife,
and, though genﬂemen of fathion and for-—
tune, were not athamed to.diftinguifth
themfelves this  way, for it was then as
fathionable to throw away a fhilling at
Broughton’s, as- to give Orator .FHenly
one to hear him philofophife upon the
antiquity of nonfenfe.

In the bills and advern(ements given

out by Brounghton,the public were inform-
H ed.
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ed his 'art, when thoroughly underflood,
and properly encouraged,- would "un-"
doubtedly -fuperfede, and entirely abolith
the only ufe that was made of the fword ;

and mien of honour, inftead- of tilting . -at
cach other, might have the fatisfaCtion of

drubbing one another in a tlght fet-to, |
behlnd Montague Houfe

The fuccefs Broughton met with in ‘this
very remarkable way of gaming, created
- him many ‘competitors, who occaﬁonally‘
¢xhibited upon f{ome temporary ftage . or
other, and moftly within the bills @ of"
mortality, until an a& of parliament put’
a period to thefe heroes exhlbluons m.:

IL.ondon.

- Among many more, ‘the followmg WEere
the . moft - famous prize ﬁghters of .this

Ilﬂle .

George Taylor, commonly called
C’eorge the Barber, from hisother profef
fion. He was reckoned the next 'to
Broughton. He originally came from
T urwlle Heath Park, Oxford, where he

lived in the family of Squire Parfons, and
died
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died: Mafter of the Fountam Tavern, at
Deptford. -

. -James and ‘Smallwood, who were
called by Mr. Theophllus Cibber the
delicie pugnacis generis. Smallwood lat-
terly kept the Packhorfe upon Small-
‘berry Green, near Turnham Green.

George Stevenfon, who maintained, for
a long time, with’doubtful {uccefs, a hard
ftrugg ole with Broughton himfelf.

Field, the  f{ailor, who was hanged in
175 , for a highway robbery.

Benjamln Bo{well and Patrick Henry,
Who were two celebmted champions.

Caa R

| ]ohn Franc'is; fc;i]éd the Jumping Sol-
dier, and William Wallis, known by the

name of the Fighting Quaker. Thefe
men fought twu:e and the former was

,ﬁ@orious.

johﬁ Smitlil;_ better - known -by the
appellation of Buckhorfe, This man
i 2 Was
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‘was not a good boxer, but was famous
for takmg a fevere drubbing. -

Edward Hunt, a pupil of Broughton’s,
and the beft man in the kingdom of his

weight and inches. He fought country-
men from all parts of England, of what-
ever fize ; and among them the Slaugh-
terman, who weighed 17 I’cone, while
Hunt was not more than nine. This
1s what Humphreys could not pretend
to do, and it fhews the fuperlontv of

Broughton’s art,

John Dart, a Dyer of Bankfide, he beat
Cochran before Cellars fought him, and
Rofly Gregory, a left handed man at Bar-
pet ; but the Nailor beat him afterwards
almof’c withouta blow. The laft battle of
note Dart fought, was with Stephen Oli-
ver the Carpenter, known by the name of
Death, and he beat him, and foon after-
wards was beaten by one Bow, a Water~

man at Pepper-Alley Stairs.

One King, a Butcher at Stanton Green,
who fought many good battles, and once

beat smauwood himiyelf,
| | . Befides
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Befides thefe, and mary other pugilifts,
there was another kind of prize fighters,
with the fword, quarter-ftaff, &c.- who
exhibited their {kill on Broughton’s ftage.
The moft famous among them were
Johnfon, the Yorkfhire-man, John Needs,
of Frome, in Somerfetthire, entitled
the Green Knight, Thomas Hodgkins,
who was called the Proud Salopian, and
in 1746, kept:a School for the exercife
of the cutlafs, in which he gave leflons, as
he called it, gratis—that is, for what he
eould get—and Williain Holmes, an
Irithman, who fought johnfon twice with
the -broad f{word, and was beaten by him
both times; but afterwards challenged
the other to the naked faulchion, which

Johnfon declined.

€ H A P.
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CHAP V.

|

‘Brazngz‘an s Mez'[o‘ad of F zgiJrz:zg confidered—
" Fights Slack and is éeaz‘m-—.zfizecdates
of .S/aclz and the Nazlor. |

ROUGHTON’S was the firft regular
R P School for Boxing, and Broughton
was the’ founder and the téacher.—vvhen
he faced his antagomf’c; he itood fquare,
with his lege even, ana ﬁopped and ftruck
equa]lv well with either hand, . Some=
times his method was to catch: blows | with
his open hand, and to change his guard,
by which he frequently threw his antago-
anift from his. L

In Broughton’s method, the pit of the
ftomach was more expofed, but his loins
were removed totally. On the ftage at
that time, /bifting, {o much practifed now,
was unknown, or held as very mean and
contemptible. Before Broughton had en-~
gaged with Slack, he had beaten every
competitor. The old Duke of Cumber-
land was his great patron ; and, on the bate
tle with Slack, had betted large fums of

Imoney.



money. -~ On mounting . the f’cage, - the-
odds were: two to one in ‘the favour of
Broughton....» At.the firft-onfet, it feemed.
as . if Broughton thought very meanly of
Slack’s fa htmg The firft blow Brough-
ton got, he knocked down his- antagonift

a:fecond time he knocked Slack down, be-
fore he had received one blow himfelf. ‘At
the third - fe£-out, Slack gave Broughton ¥:]
very - violent' blow, which:ifo! totally. ide=~:
prlved him :of recolleion;-that he leaned
againf{t the  raiis for:more than a minute;:

while Slack kept paying. hlm,, wu:hout his:
maklng any ‘defence. oo E

« 3

L]
_— L — & -~ gl

} ! L%

The;e blows he did not rcrover- - for.
thmwh he fought fome-time -after, he ftop-:
ped very fc,w blows; arnd the odds im-
medlately changed in favour. of Slack who

won the baitle Wlth o-reat eafe. |

J-I.-'

As many partlal rnd mutilated accounts
have lately.been circulated in converfation
relative to the battle between Broughton
and Slack, we have procured.thefollowing,
as it was inferted in a periodical paper the:
day after the event. —¢ Wedne{day, ‘April.

II, 1750, wWas fought the grand Boxing
* match
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match . between the ‘famous: Broughton;
mafter of the 'Amphitheatre; hitherto in-.
vincible, and Slack, the butt:her, of Nor-.
wich. . - Before they - Began, - ‘Broughton:
gavc Slack ten guineas to fight him accord=

ingi.to his: ;promaife;. which-Slhek imme-.
daately betted. againit 100 'grumeas :oﬁ'ered,x.
- againik him. The firft: two. minutes the'
"adds werertwo :to:iane on. -Broughton’s:
head ;. ibut Slatk. -foon. recovering. himfelfy
beat his adverfary:blind, and following his’
blows,: obtained a compleat vi¢tory in:four-.
teen minutes, to the great mortification: of
the knowing-ones, who were: finely - taken:.
in, partlcularly a Peer of the firft rank,
who, betting ten ta one,. loft a.thoufand
pounds. The mioney received at the door
was !301 befides two hundred tickets at
a guinea, and half a guinea each ; dnd ds
the battle was for the whole houfe, it is
thought that the vi&or cleared 6o0l,

Breughton never f'ouo-ht ‘after  this.
This batile “was thet ruin -of him. - The
DPuke of -Cumberland, who Toft" imm‘enfcf
fums of mioney upon’ the’ battle,” had -an
idea he played écagf forfook: hu‘n‘ entirely;
and- his School wag {gorr 'xfter ﬂlut up by"
' A& of Parliament.

Thc_
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According. to a paper (No 30) in the
Connoiffeur, Slack had a bout with one
Pettit, a Frenchman, and beat him. The
dccount extracted from a paper of the day,
is as follows. - | -

“ Harlfton in. Norfolk, July 30, 175.4.
Yefterday in the afternoon Slack and Perttit
met and fought. At the firt SeT-7o,
Pettit feized Slack by the throat, and held
him up againft the rails, and GRAIN'D
him fo. much as to make him extremely
black ; this continued for half a minute,
before Slack could break Pettit’s hoid ;
after which for near ten minutes Pettit
kept fighting and driving hard at Slack,
when at length Slack clos’d with his an-
tagonift, and gave him a, very fevzre fall,
after that a fecond and third ; but between
thefe falls Pettit threw Slack twice off
the ftage, and indeed Pettit fo much dread-
ed Slack’s falls, that he ran direly at his
hams and tumbled him down, and by that
means gave Slack an opportunity of making
the falls very eafy. When they had been
fighting eighteen minutes, the odds ran
againft Slack a guinea to . a fhilling;
whereas on firft {etting out, 1t was three
or four to onre on his head ; but after this

a 1 tire

e
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time Slack suHOoRTENED Pettit {o, as tc
difable him from running and throwing
him down in the manner he had done be-
fore, but obliged him to ftand to clofe
fighting. Slack then clos’d one of his eyes,
and beat him very much about the face.
At twenty minutes Pettit grew weaker,
Slack f{tronger ; this was occafioned by
Slack’s firaight way of fighting. At twenty
two minutes the beft judges allow’d Slack
to have the advantage over Pettit very con-
fiderably, as he was then recovering his
wind, which was owing to Game : when
they had box’d twenty-four minutes, Pettit
threw Slack again over the rails. ‘This
indeed Slack fuffered him to do, as by that
tmeans he fixed a- blow under Pettit’s ribs,
that hurt him much.  Whilft Slack was
again gettm upon the flage, ( it was not
half a minute before he was re-mounted)
Pettit had fo much the fear of his antago-
nift before his eyes, that he walked oft
~without fo much as civilly taking leave
- of the {peltators, or faying any thing to
-any perfon. This the Cockers call Rogue-
ing of it ; for it is generally thought, that
Pettit ran away full ftrong. The whole
time of their ﬁghtmg was twenty-five
ininutes; and this morning the battle was

givcn
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given to Slack, who drew the firt ten
guineas out of the box.” | -

The winter of 1760, was rendered me-
morable in the Boxing Calendar, by a
battle fought in the month of February. It
was decided in the hoilow, called Mary-
bone-Bafon, a place as commodious for
battling, as the ancient Roman Amphi-
theatre; between Stevens, the Nailor, and
celebrated bruifer, and Jacob Taplin,
Coal-heaver. In the center of the  Bafon,
which held above three thoufand fpecta-
tors; a ring was formed, and the cham-
pions commenced to the fatisfaction of the
eager croud. Taplin for fome minutes,
had the better of the Nailor, who received
feveral terrible blows on the 4read-baftet,
though guarded with two mighty arms.
Stevens fell, but rofe again like a lion
roufed from his temporary tranquility, and
Iaid his opponent at his feet. The next
round, the Coal-heaver received a blow on
the left breaft, which again laid him a-
long. When he rofe, he fuddenly clofed
in with. the Nailor, and both fcll. The
next round terminated the battle: the

Nailor ftruck the. Coal-Heaver over the
I2 left
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left eye- with one harid, and with the other
dealt him an almoft deadly blow on the
right temple, which /aid bim, and obli=

ged him to yield.

.I,.F

The fame year 1760, was rendered far
mous for two other ftrong battles, fought
on a ftage in the Tennis-Court of the

Hay-Market, at which the late Duke of
York, the late Duke of Cumoerland and
many of the Nobility of the Kingdom at-
tended.

The firft was in” June, betwen Stevens
and Slack. Siack was a butcher, and ‘had

knocked down many ~ a bullack, " and
Breughton into the bargain; yet was’ he
obliged to yicld the day, and give up his
wreaths to the Nailor, whom the Duke of

- York perfonally applauded, by clapping
" him on the Herculian fhoulders, Fablc tQ

f'upport the whole Royal Family..

. Stevens now-was deemed the Alexa*qder-
of England. Like. Philip’s fon, he fat .

down and wept, -becaufe -he could ﬁnd ne
more heroes to conquer, | -

Tl}is
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- 'This modern Vulcdn, working “at his
forge, one day fuffered his iron to cool on
the anvil, whilft with his hammer fuf-
pended, he liftened to the news of a Tay-
lor, who réad the Gazett eer, in his fhop .
¢ Georoe Metr o5, ‘a baker of’ Bnﬂo] hearq

%e fame of Wﬂllam Stevens, thus
offers toﬁ hthim for fifty pounds, to the
wmner, and half the ﬁage' money, .on
any day when he fhall {ay Done Dam’rre,

GEQRG 5 MEGGS ‘

= A -
L L v} 4

_ A'l: Iength thc Nallors c’halleng&r came
to town, and the day of the'decifion bein

:ﬁxed the- exPe&anon of‘ the- qulu. ro_f%
{o high, that the Tennis-Court; where
the batt]e wWas fought was {o' crouded,
that many gave a guinea for entrance, Juﬁ:
as the Combattants were ﬂrnppmg to be-,-

gm | | i
]
. ]
' - -
' L] - ".i * L 1 . l-‘. ) :L ‘
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As one battle is hke another in moi’c r@ﬁ-
pects, a particular detail of the [hifting {cene
may be omitted in_this place. Sufhce it
to “obferve, the kﬂawmg 07¢S WEre com-
pletely taken - in.- ‘Stevens was knocked

down fo often, that he fell at laft like " the
| great
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great Goliah of - Gath, :to rlfe no more on
that ﬁ:age.- ' E

Meggs had ‘been tufored and prepared
for the battle, by Slack, who then kept a
butcher’s fhop, in Chandos-ftreet ; but he
would not have beaten Stevens yet, had he
not given him forty guincas for that pur-
pofe. Stephens had a curious knack of
keeping off the blows of his antagonift,
and feldom hit fo many as they did,
befides he practiced a blow which feems to
be at .prefent.not known, -or-forgot, and
that was thus; he ftruck the. rlght arm of
his adverfary with his left fift, and with
his right hé ftruck them on the left temple,
at the fame time tripping them of their
center with his foot, they fell with an
encreafed force from the fhock they received
at their head,” This was the blow decided
the conqueft over Dart the Dyer, as before
obferved, when he beat him almoﬂ: Wlth- .

out a blow. .

- Some years after this, the Nailor was
taken out of Jail to fight the, Coach-

fpring-maker, whofe name is not now
remembered
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remembered ; but he f{uffered himfelf to
be beaten fhamefully,

~ So bare-faced ¢ Crofs, difgufted the pub-
lic, and prevented the encouragement of
Boxing fo much, that from this time, ftage-
fighting, was configned to contemptible .
neglect.

An acquaintance foon after meeting
Stevens, and wondering at the manceuvre
which occafioned his defeat, was an{wered
in nearly the following words ; ¢¢ The day
that I fought Jack Slack, I got ninety
guineas ; but I got forty more than I
could have got otherwife, by letting Meggs
beat me, and Dam’me, I'm the {ame man

ftill.”

Slack died a few years ago; foon after
a curious copy of verfes appeared 1n many
of the papers upon his prowefs, and an
encomium upon boxing ; but as they are
not now before me, they cannot be placed
1n this compilation.

r It 1sa well known fa¢t related of him,

that he was upon more occafions. than one
1indebted
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indebted " to the terror of his name for fuc.
cefs in accidental conquéfts.” Ata coune’
try fair in Norfolk, of which place he was
a native, lie engaged in'fome difpute with
a countryman, who, trufting to his natural’
firength, without any idea of fkill, made
no fcruple of giving Slack.a- fevere blow ori
the face. This Slack immediately return-;
ed, and a fevere conteft enfued, in which
the countryman had evidently the advan-
tage. In the midft of it Slack cried out,
it fhall never be faid that a clumfy plough..
man beat Slack. The very name com-
municated fuch an hn reﬂion, that the
countryman imagining his -adverfary had
only been playing with him, did not at-
tempt another ferious on-fet, but yiclded an
eafy victory, ~ The fame thing happened to
a dragoon of the Innifkilling . regiment,
who once abfolutely beat Slack. - They
met a fecond time by appointment, .but the
foldler, upon hearing he was to ficht Slack,

took. -1t into his head that he was made a
tool of by fome gentlemen of the turf, and
under . this,.idea,  when he met, his oppo-
nent could hardly be prevailed upon . ta
exchange any blows. Upon the iffue of

this .battle Slack ftaked all he was worth, -
which; but tor the circumftance of - hlS

name, He would -infallably have loft. -
| It
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It is not amifs i1n this place to remark,
the cutting and fhuflling of thefe gentry 5
as money 1s the bait, every one catches at
the golden prize. It fignifies not how,
but a fage is to he made, and if money or
betts can but be obtained, it matters not
at. what rate, 'and onhe half of the door
profit, will always induce fome one or
other, to be beat for half an hour or more,
making a fhew of .fighting, to put on ap-
pearances, = while parties are previouily
agreed to make a Crofs.

. Nothing however in this, is in the leaft
intended to refle¢t upon thelate action ax
QOdiham, though it is a noterious fadt,
that, after Mendoza’s Umpire hadbetted a
fco.igiﬁacija?b]é fum on his {uccefs,” in. his
prefence, he did very deep upon Humph-
‘ries, which eafily accounts for his fuffer-
ing the latter to pull off his fhoes, and
put on worfted ftockings. ‘This circum-
ftance, trifling as 1t may feem, not being
originally ftipulated, was an unfair advan-

tage granted by this Umpire.

< Stevens

4
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Stevens had been promifed a place at
Court, as a Beef-eater;-but the death of
his late Majefty, deranged the plan of his
patron thc Duke of York. .

The Nailor was one of the warlike he-
roes, who were hired to gua'*d Lord Bute,
~-when he rode into the City on the Lord
Mayor’s day of 1762, when Beckford be-
gan his firft mayoralty. In this our hero
had often occafion to ufe his fifts, which
many of the mob, whofe temerity carried
them too near his patron’s carriage, could
then abundantly teftify. Yet was Stevens
but fcurvily rewarded by his fair-promif-
ing employers ; and he was under the ne-
ceflity of fummonmg a certain great manin
thofe days to the Court of Corzjczence, be-
fore he could obtain his lean reward.

C AP
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CHA Ph VI-

Battle between the Pavior and the Butcher
— A curious Song+=-Cellars and Cochrar
Fight -~= Fobnfon and Ryan F zg/at near

Sz‘czzm.,

I UCH 4boiit this time, 6r a little after-
-wards, a famous battle was fought at
Guildford, between Thomas Juchau, 2
Pavior, otherwife known by the name of
D:fber, and one Coant, a Butcher from
Clare~-market. Before the fight, the odds
were 4.to 1 upon Coant, and for the firft 24
minutes the Pavior could fcarce get a blow
at his antagonift, and was knocked down
five or fix times. At 35 minutes, the
odds were {o great, that money was offer-~
ed at any rate ; but juft then Dz/fber chang-
ing his mode of fighting, gave him {uch
a blow as turned the odds greatly in his
favour. After three or four rounds more,

the Butcher coming full up to the Pavwr,
and miffing his firoke, fell flat on his face,
and not being able to continue the conteft;
-gawve it in, and the Pavior was pronounced

victorious. The engagement lafted 47
minutes. Some time after this affair, Mr.

K 2 Juchau
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Juchau married his miftrefs, and fhe
‘made him fign articlesthat he never thould
fight any more upon the ftage, in the
penalty of 3ool. and he now lives in cre-
dit near Shoreditch Church.

In the yeé.r 1762, the following hu-
mourous verfes appeared in a periodical
publication, and was {ungabout the flrects

at the {fame time.

The BRUISER’s PROGRESS,
- Written in the Year 17§82,

Link-boy once I ftood the griz, . -

A At Charing-Crofs I plie'd; _

s« Here, light your honour for a wiz,”
To every Cul/, I crie’d. *

On Sundays oft I bung’d the gag,
And fbul'd at the Church-door,
¢« Good people pray beftow a mag,

¢« I'my panumlefs and poor.”

In
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In Leis’ter-Fields, as moft can tell,
¢ Come black your honour I;

But dzrty work, 1lik’d not well,
And gafffing then did try.

At Tottenham-Court, I firft fat out,

" With lufty Jumping Jack,

With Hunt and others had a bout,
"Angd carried off the wack.

With Slack at Broughton’s once I fought,
And there gave him his fill;

His zwenty guineas, vict'ry bought,
And I'm the fame man ftill.

But thefe profeflions all are bad,

. They bring {o little 6:r ; |

So I’m turn’d Roddfmaer on the pad,
My eyes ! alucky Azz.

Ye Jockies rum, and blowings qucer,
Of whatfoever fame,

Depend upon it never fear,
Die when 1 will, 'm game.

And if I fhould my exit make,
At Tyburn’s fatal tree ;
Poor Field, my mafter did partake,
The {elf fame deftiny.
Ti1s
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This piece muit not be confidered as a

fair reprefentation of the employment and

tafte of thefe heroes, only asa Satire upon:

the whole corps, drawn from the unlucky
exit of fome of ifs votaries;

Mr. Juchdau’s battle with the butcfher
twas efteemed the moft honeft and fair fight
exhibited apon any ftage ; but the exam-
ple was not followed by any profefloi of
notey till Peter Cochran fought Charles
Cellars in 17%8. The battle was dec¢ided
at Stains,; véry near the {pot wheré the late
action happened between Jolinfon and
Ryan. When the combatants mounted
the ftage, a noted lover of the bruifing
art, threw a purfe of ninety guineas upon
it, and foon after another followed the ex=
ample, and threw. one of twenty-five;
which - Cellars catching up, gingled; and
cried out, ¢ This 1s for the beft man,”
It is fufficient to obferve he conquered;
thouzh Cochran’s method of boxmg, vwas
allowed to have great merit. -

- From this time, to the prefent day, this
manly Science, has met but trifling en-
couragement. The late acion of, the rgth
of December, feems to have revived the

latent
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jatent ardour ‘of the Britith fpirit in tha
knuckle way.

They fought on Wednefday, Decem-
ber 19, 1787. The ftage was ereéted at
Stains, but ‘the. Magiftrates interfeting,
they were obliged to chufe another place
for their conteft. They then went for-
ward. about four miles to Wyredibury, in
- the county of Buckingham, where 3 tem-
porary ftage was quickly erected.

The battle commencc.d at half paft two
o'clock, when the odds were fix to four in
favour of Ryan, and he had the advantage
for fome time; but in ten minutes. the
betts turned in favour of Johnfon, when
two toore were offered. and refufed ; and
foon afterwards ten to one. Johnfon gave
Ryan {everal fevére bleiws ‘on the  head,
which terminated the battle in his favour
in about twenty -four minutes. ~

Jobnfon knocked Ryan down eleven
times, and was knocked down himfelf
only three times. They had twenty rounds.
It was remarkable that the blows of john-—
fon were direCted principally at the head,
thofe of Ryan, at the body of his antago-
mﬁ;? and the laft blow of Johnfon took

placc
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place -over the eye-brow of Ryan, which

L

Jaid bpen a {pace of two inches.

Johnfon exhibited much a&ivity, and
was very dexterous in fhifting, by which
means he: evaded many hard blows ; had
he ftood up to Ryan, it is very probahle -
he would have been beaten : he <guarded
his head fo well, and fleced fo. low, that
Ryan conftantly ftruck ovey. bis guard.
Ryan’s blows were given with: greater force
than Johnfon’s ; but want of management
tended greatly to lole his battle; he gave
his adverfary many fevere blows about the
bfc?.d_y, which are ufually felt a :long time
aiter. - : | 2 -

Ryan, after the battle, could only ftand
to be drefled ; but John{on did not appear
to be much hurt. He declared that he
never would again accept of angther chal-~
lenge, and he has fince inferted this de-
claration in the public prints.

. Humphries feconded Johnfon, and
Dun,’ Ryan. Mendoza, and Tring, were
the bottle-holders. A great deal of com-
pany were prefent; Sir Richard Simmonds,
Colonel Hamilton, Colonel Fitzpatrick,
Mr. Wynham, of Norfolk, Mr. Bradyll,
Major Hanger, &c, | T

s CHAP.
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CHAP VIL

The Battle between Richard Humpbries and
Daniel Mendeza.

HERUE the art depends {o much
on 1ts celerity, 1t is as difficult to
catch obfervation as blows. What has
been obferved on the late memorable con-

tell, is as foliows:

So high was the public anxiety on the
iffue of this bruifing match, that neither
the diftance from Town, nor the ftate of
the weather, cculd prevent a very large
concour:e of people from aflemmbling at the
fcene of action. Several hundreds of peo-
ple paid half a guinea each, to gain ad-
miflion within the paddock, where a twen-
ty—four foot ftage was raifed. The pad-
dock was well defended again{t the multi-
tude by Tring, Ryan, Dunn and a num -
ber of others, of the ftouteft men in Eng~
iand, who with clubs, looked like {o many
giants ; but what can reift the torrent of
an Lnglifh mob ?- The paddock was bro-

ken down, and the torrent rufthed in.
L. However,
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However, let it not furprife, the people
were {0 quiet, that there was lefs noife
than there often is at a church charity
{ermon, | " | |

At one oclock, Humphries mounted
the ftage, and D. Mendoza appeared in 2
few moments after. Previous to the bat-
tlé, the odds were much in. favour of
Humpbhries. At 20 minutes paft one
o'clock, the battle began, and lafted {fome
minutes before any offer, excepting feints,
was made.- Mendoza ftruck the firft blow,
and recoiling, fell on his back, in confe~
quence of the flage being very wet with
rain. The fecond blow that Mendoza
{truck, brought Humphries down to the
ground ; in the next round they clofed,
and Mendoza threw Humphries. Men-
doza gained much at this time, and kept
the lead for nearly a quarter of an hour,
The odds at this time, changed greatly in
favour of the Jew. Humphries received
many falls ; but recovering himfelf he {oon
came about, and had greatly the adva"g.tage”
in the four following rounds. |

ol - - —
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- Here the thewy action of the Jew, had
its effe@ on the multitude ; and thofe who
knew no more of the two men than what
appeararnices exhibited, changed their betts,

and the confequence was, "that the real
- dmateur Won imuch money.

Upon Humphries recovering himfelf,
the betts became even. In one of thefe
rounds, he threw Mendoza, and pitched
him on bhis face, which cut his forehead
juft above the right eye, and bruifed his
nofe ; he however recovered a little, fo as
to give Humphrtries a blow in the face ; but
ﬂeppm g, at the fame time, and falling with
his leg under him, {prained his ancle,
which made him give itin. Immediately
afterwards, Mendogza fainted, and was car -
ried off thc ftage. -

A battle, in which there was fo much
dexterity and {1kill, . perhaps never was
fought, and certainly there never was a
conteft on which fo much depended. [he

battle lafted 28 minutes, and §4 feconds.

L 2 - As

L] '— H“*
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As a profeflor, Mendoza, though beaten,
has acquired more fame than he has loft.
He certainly hit his antagonif oftener than
Humphries hit him, and in clofe fighting
much oftener. 1In flrength of arm, he
{eemed to have the advantage: and when
itruggling, he kept down the head of his
adverfary,. and at that time hurt him moft,
In his ftanding wup, in the firft pofition,
ipeaking according to art, Mendoza kept
his guard clofer to his-body, and by that
meafure gave a greater momentum. to his
arm when‘ftruck out, and he ftopped blows
1o the full as well as Hamphries.

In manlinefs of manner, in grace of
pofition, in judgment, and in force of
blow, he was inferior to Humphries. In
point of perfonal courage too, and con-
tempt of himfelf, Humphries likewife
had the advantage. But in point of throw=
ing falls, the advantage, which was fup-
pofed to lie on the fide of Humpbhries,
was intirely transferred to M endoza; whofe
altivity agreed better with the {lippery ftate
in which the rain had left the ftage.

Humphries
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Huxnphrles fell down f{ix times {iccef-
ﬁvely, owing -to -this circumitance ; and
gave to the Jew an appearance of {upe-
riority, which was more feeming than
real. In point of Boxing it was difficult
to afcertain which was the neateft, though
the chara&er and.manner ‘of each was
very obvious. -In the defenfive pofition,
Humphries held his arms more out at full
length : and though he kept his adverfary
at a diftance by that method,..yet he loft

the advant_ag¢ of ﬁ:r:klng quick.

# J' i

In point of manly and fine attltude, the
pofture of Humphrles was the moft grace-
ful; and if ever the character of an Englifth
boxer, like that of the Roman Gladiator,
was to be.tran{mitted. to pofterity, ithe eye,
the countenance; and. the extended nerve
‘of Humphries, fhould be {eleCted for thag
picture, to fucceeding times. .

The umpifes were a Mr. Allen, and a
Mr. Moravia ; Johnfon feconded Humph-
ries, and David Benjamin, feconded Men..

doza.

Mr. Bradyl,
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Mr. Bradyl, the pation of Humphries,
was not _prefent at the battle, but fent his
fesvant to bring him the earlieft intelligence
of the event of the confli¢t. The mef-
fenger arrived In town about nine o’clock,
with a letter from Humphries, which was
deﬁvcrcd to Mr. Bradyl, at Cramer’s con=
cert in {-Iaberdafher 5~ Halla . It ran as
fﬂllows , .' |

e T have done the Few, and am in good
health at thls prefent writing.”

RICHARD HUMPHRIEm

k=

- It is generally allowed, - that this conteft
was. the tharpeft that ever was feen, and as
it has raifed fo high the public curiofity,
I hope I thall not be thought prolix, if I
add the following critical obfervations from;
an Ipfwich paper, and evidently wiitten by
a judge of Boxmg. who was prefent on
thc fp0t..

- s Althou h the major part of the com=
pany were the well-withers of Humph-

- Tigs, yet, they could not but admire the
- o mafterly
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mafterly manner of boxing in-the latter,
which was frequently acknowledged by
-the numerous fpe&a(ﬁrs by clapping of
hands. It was the {fcheme of Humphries
ta adt at firft upon the defenfive only s in
doing which, he received mary hard blows,
and at one time was knocked down near
the edge of the ftage, and would actually
have been thrown over by Mendoza, had
not Johnfon interfered. The umpires
much refented this tranfaction, and declar-
ed, that Humphries had won the battle;
but he choie 2 mare honourable way to de-
cide the difpute, by endeavouring fairly to
beat his adverfary. The ftage was erected
withoak plank, which had been plained,
and rendered fo exceeding {lippery by the
rain, that Humphries could not.add firm-
nels to bhis action, and he once fell upon his
fide in aiming a blow at his adverfary.
Mendoza {feemed to have had an idea of this,
for he bad takgn the wite precaution of
having {mall {crews, withvery fharp points,
faftened at the boeitom of his {lippers,
Humphries was foon convinced of the dif~
advantage he Jaboured under, and requefted
to have a pair of worfted ftockings; when
he had got one half on, the umpires called

eut, Iune e’xfz'red (meaning the minute al-
' lowed
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lowed between each fall) and Humpbhries
" arofe from his feoond’s knee; but before
Mendoza was rcady, he had leifure to put
both on. = This evidently gavea frefh turn
to the contel in favour of Humphries, who
appeared as if he was going to begin a bat-
tle rather than renew one. Mendoza’s {e-
cond, obferving this, called out, rur2z out
bis eye-balls | W hether Mendoza meant to
follow this humané advice, we cannot fay,
but certain it is, when they clofed, the Jew
{fcrewed his adverfary’s nofe, and thruft his
knuckles in his eyes; but Humphries foon
extricated himfelf, and threw in a fhort
buttock, and after that, planted a blow un-
der the left ear, which was thought to be
decifive ; Mendoza having rallied again,
but evidently fo much worfted, and oft his
guard, that Humpbhries #:p°d him - the coup
de jarnac in his body, for the blood he had-
- {fwallowed 1flued copioufly from his mouth,
and he fell motionlefs on the ftage. The
palm of victory being thus given to Hum-
phries, he offered to fight David Benjamin
immediately, for his behaviour, and after
that, he challenged the bottle~-holder, nei-
ther of which accepted. Although the Jew
had at firft apparently the advantagey’

Humphries was remarkably cool, and
colielted
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colle€ted throughout. At every fuccefsful
blow, he bowed with his hand, and fmiled
to his acquaintance with a confidence of
fuperiority. The combatants fhared near
8ol. each from the flage, after deducting
the expences of ereting it, &c. There
were about 1000 of the tribe of Ephraim
prefent. No accommodations were to be
had at Odiham ; many perfons of fafhion
were obliged to fleep in hay-lofts; fome
were obliged to go 145 miles the fame
day for want of horfes and carriages, and
{carcely any provifions were to be had.

Myr. Bradyll is faid to have cleared fome
hundreds by the victory of Humphries :—
and as even countries have their fathions--
the day preceding the battle—above ter
thonfand pounds were betted in the RovAL
ExcHANGE, on the iflue of it

It is thought, by the beft judges, that
men in general are not qualified to box
1n a main - battle for more than four or
five years ot their life, and "Humpbhries is
one year .advanced beyond that period,
while Mendoza i1s not yet arrived to it.
Humphries, with infinitely more practice,
is much ftronger than his adverfary, as

| M - was
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was proved from his being able to fecond’
Johnfon, while Mendoza .could not a¢& as
fecond ta Ryan, for want of ftrength tq
pick him up. Therefore, this accounts
for Humphries’s blows going farther than
Mendoza’s,

Humphries, thefounderof the new fchool
of boxing, 1s cbliged to Captain Lloyd for
the greateft part of his knowledge; the
Captain ufed to practice with him every
day previous to his ﬁghtin_g Martin, -

'The method of ftopping blows, purfued
by Humphries, is with the left arm to-
tally, and he flands with the left {ide much
advanced. He cannot {irike with any
force, except with the right hand, and
he {ometimes catches blows upon his el-
bow, and thus cripples the knuckles of his
adverfary. He is likewife famous for the
quicknefs of his eye, and, according to the
phrafe of the Science, be fights bonelt.

Mendoza’s clofing, and attempting to
gouge, 1s in imitation of the Creole man-
- - - &
ner of fighting, which 1s both unmanly

and barbarous. It fhould be recommended
e

R
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to him, never to attempt any thing of the
kind. . The beauty of boxing is in bitting
glean, guarding, fending, and keeping off
blows with judgment, 2all which depend
upon the eye, but Hugging, more pra-
perly, belongs to wreftling.

) +
By Humphries’s method, that of Brough-
ton 1s reverfed. The ftomach is removed,
but the loins are more expofed. How-
ever, it remains for the Amateurs of the
art, to determine which fyftem is prefera-
ble, In pointof men, thereis no doubt,
but Broughton. would have beaten Hum-
phries completely, as he was about five
feet eleven, wonderfully broad over the
cheft in proportion, and as mufcular as
any man that ever appeared upon a ftage.
In addition to thefe; he was perfellly cool,
and colle&ted in his mind, whenever he
fought, and very feldom made a blow, but
" he brought his adverfary to the.ground.

"This Pamphlet would have been pub-
lithed a week ago, but was delayed, in
expeftation: of fomething decifive between
the two laft combatants ; but as their
literary correfpondence has run to a great
‘ l,é:lf?g-th;_

!
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Iength, . has :. hl:thet‘tﬁ) :p,toduced , ' no=
thmg,._and is -now.come: o “ra- Concluﬁon,
their qu—abbhng, pro-and “cony | is not at alt

~mcceﬁ?{ryf in this! place,}.as it; ‘would fwell

- thé ‘'matter, ‘wifhout:addihg.any thing to

the utility. Moft; perfons havehre.ad their
reaforrs in -the public papers, ﬁom an

~attentive .. peruﬁl of which, the follow-

ing ‘conclufion may be deduced VIZ.

“« That Mr. H. way, sze z‘/sz%s praper,*
fight Mr. M. where, upon’ "what’ condj~

- .tions, and Whenever, he p/e:ﬂu., S
< February 41b. o S L
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