A Complete system of Bayonet Exercise, by Richard F Burton, 1853, 

Bayonet Fencing & Sword Practice (1882) & Fixed Bayonets (1890) By Captain Alfred Hutton.

These manuals form a major part of the very small number of British bayonet manuals written in the C19th and are quite different in nature. Richard F Burton’s Complete system of Bayonet Exercise (1853) is concerned primarily with training infantrymen in the use of the bayonet with the rifles of their day. The early Enfield Rifles which had been introduced that year in the case of Burtons manual. By the time Hutton in 1882 was writing these had been replaced by the Martini Henry. Fixed Bayonets was inspired by the introduction of the Lee – Metford rifle.

In 1852 Burton turned his back on writing about his Indian experiences and wrote A Complete System of Bayonet Exercise. It was an attempt to revive his tarnished reputation & further his military career.

 
The thirty six page pamphlet went far beyond the bayonet training standards of the day, which extended to little more than fixing & unfixing the blade. Although taken up in large quantities abroad, especially Germany, it was ignored or criticised at home.

 
It was only after the Crimean War, that the British realised the value of the work, and reprinting it for general use. As a serving officer, Burton was entitled to the payment of only one shilling for his services. Burton went in person to the war office to collect this derisory amount, and when he received it from the bemused officials, he gave it to a beggar outside. 

 
“Lord love yer, sir,” said” said the beggar

 
“No, my man, I don’t expect Him to do that,” Burton replied.

Hutton’s manuals are a very much more complicated & involved works than Burtons, and are more aimed at the inhabitants of the fencing salles than Tommy Atkins.

Although some of the differences in technique can be attributed to the varying sizes of the weapons. Hutton is very much against the one handed “Throw” because of his concerns about the inability to control the weapon. Burton on the other hand greatly favours this technique, despite writing for a longer & heavier weapon.

Relative dimensions of the rifles

	
	Length (with bayonet)
	Weight (with bayonet)

	Enfield 1853 pattern.
	53” / 1.35m (72” / 1.82m)
	9lb 5ozlb / 4.22kg  (10lb 2oz / 4.59kg)

	Martini Henry
	49” / 1.245m (68”/ 1.727 m)
	8lb 7oz /3.827 kg (10lb 4oz / 4.649 kg)

	Lee Metford
	50” / 1.26m*
	9lb 3 oz*


* Not sure about these figures, but since I know a man who owns one I guess I can just ask him.

The manuals have been scanned & edited from photo-copies of the originals, in the case of Hutton. Sadly the glossary, bibliography & index were missing from “fixed bayonets” so I have been unable to include them here. Burton I transcribed myself. The original copy from which the text is drawn was unfortunately missing the first page of the introduction (page 5) but this was kindly provided from a microfiche copy by jrbooksonline.com to whom I owe my thanks. I have as far as possible used the original layout & syntax. However any spelling mistakes are probably my own.

Finally I must extend my thanks to Mr Geoff Eldred for technical assistance (most notably the long term loan of a scanner), Matt Easton & Schola Gladiatoria, for the use of their web space, Various members of the BFHS for their interest. And last but not least my girlfriend Sharon who has put up with me ranting at the computer late into the night, rather than interacting like a normal human being.

Yours, Nigel Plum, Schola Gladiatoria
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