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TO
Charles Tryon Efq;
Of Bullick in Northampton-Shire,

Wort ]))! Su,

E pleas'd to permit me to
Apologize in the Front
of this Epiftle,for my Pre~

fumption, in having, without

your leave, prefix'd your awe-

ful Name to fo Worthlefs a

Trifle as are the enfuing Pa-

pers. The Reafon was truly

this: I could not, after the

moft mature Deliberation and:
Regol-




The Epiftle Dedicatory.

Recollection of Thoughts,
pitch upon a Perfon in this
Populous Kingdom more ca-
pible of giving Protetionto
the followi Ing “Lines and the
unworthy Author of them,
and defending them both from
the Obloquy 7 and Detra®ion
of maiicious and envious Men.
To whom then, Honour'd
Sir, fhould this fly for Pro-
tection, but to your {elf, who
knows{o well how to Parry and
put bythe fecret Stass and Thrafts
of the moft vigilant Adverfary ,
to you, whofe Delight it is to
{tand by and afhit the Weak-
elt,and fuch as are 1n Diftrefs,
not like the greateft part

of
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of the World, who generally,
{trike in with the %:rdngef
fide, whofe Loyalty and Re-
ligion is confpicuous to all 2=
bout you, and whofe Good-
nels and Generofity {ets you
hich in the Efteem of all thac
knows you. But left while I
am {peaking thele great truths,
Ifhould feem toflatter (athing
[ know you deteft) I muit
with the Hiftorian, Aans de
Tabula, proceed no further on
that Head ; but rather in the
next place beg of you to ex-
cufe the Meannefs of this Per-
formance, I mean the Inartifi-
cial way of exprefling my felf,
the improper Wordsand Epi-

A thets
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thets I have been foreced to
make ufe of for want ofa better
and more liberal Education:
however, I hope the Account
Thave here given of thatNoble,
Gentile and moft Ancrent Art,
(which T know you to be an
accomplitht Maiter of) and
the RulesI have laid down for
your Learning the fame, are
fo plain and intelligible, as
that this Work will not be
thought the worfe of for want
of a few Rhetorical and Or-
namental Flourifhes. But fuch
as it is,I lay it humbly at your
Feet, and if you'll be pleasd
to approve it, I matter not
who diflikes it; for tis from

you,
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you, that isa competent Judge
in this Cafe,thac I live in hopes

of a good Acceptance from
all that reads it.

And now, Sir, that you may
live long and happy in all the
Enjoyments of this Life, and
at laft be tranflated to a better,
is the moft hearty Prayer of
him, who withes for nothing
more than an Opportunity to

thow the World how much
Iam,

SR,

Your moft Humblc
And Obedient Servant

Henry Blackwell.



T HE

PR EFACE.

Could wery willingly have (av'd
I my [elf the Trouble of aPreface,

had 1 not lain under a Necefity
of Apolozizing for the Brevity of
this UOndertaking, which 1 defire
the Reader to accept as follows.

In the firft place therefore, I do
affure you the Perufer of this (mall
Treatife, toat there 15 [carce any
thing necdful to the Knomledae of
the Small-Sword whichis not here
lnid down, and that 1n [0 plain and

clear
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clear a Mrthod, as will pive both
SatisfattionandDelight toall Lovers
of this Art.  An Art fo neceffary to
be knomn, and [0 proper a Quaii-
fication for the conflirating a Man
a Gentleman, that 1 bad almoft fard,
be can be none that 15 not skilld
theretn.

A [econd Reafon I might alledpe
for the Concifenefs of this Work, 15,
that I bave made ufe bur of few
Lcffons, as judging that way moft
pradticable, many Leffons being ra-
ther cloying than Inftrudtive; befides
that we too often experience, that
Gentlemen are apt to forget one
while they are lcarntng anotber, by
wbich means they (carce ever be=
come perfeit i any,

And
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Aund now, mere 1t any ways Ve~
ful to my Defign, 1 might run a
large Encomium in praife of Sword-
playing, and fbow you particularly
bow England of late Tears bas
exceeded all other Countries berein,
cven France 1t felf, which bas long
boafted sts Preference in this re-
fpeét 5 but this being the Work ra~
tber of a Panegyrift than o Sword's-
Man, I [ball wave that point, and
eonclude mith telling you, that if
this Edition finds Acceptance n the
World, I intend to enlarge on this
and other parts of 1t, and oblige all

Lovers bereof mth a compleat Syftem
1z 4 Second Edition,

H. B.
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T HE

ENGLISH
I encing-Mafter -

The Compleat Tuterour

OF THE

SMALL SWORD.
Scholar. SI R, Having heard fo greac

a Charalter, that you are a
compleat Mafter, I am come
to wait on you, to learn that Noble Are
of Small-Sword.
Mafter. T (hall take a great deal of Care
and Pains to improve you in that Are,

B The
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The Firt thing that I muft {hew you is,

to pur your Body in a good Poﬂure
your Right-Foor one Yard from your
Left, vour R oht-Heel to vour lefc Infte ¢p,
vour Lefe-Hand 1o vour Lef-Ear, fink-
ing a iie with both vour Knees but
vou mu: it bend a2 lile more mrh your

Le'r than your R ght

S:.2129, To hold a cood Guard to
detend  vour  Body, your Right-Hand
muit be fhra cht cut with 2 lirtle bend in
vour Arm, t];... Poinr aganit vour Advers

VS an, Breatt, mth vour Four Fin-
cors bent under one part of the Handle,
..nd vour Th Imo over the upper. pare,

vwiththe Pumme! L]OIL o your Wrift, as
A Oll fh..ul ‘k... ,."‘ Loy P”}]I’:} Oals

- b
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4 The Englith Fencing- Mafter,

My Second Lefion,
Is Advancing and Retirtng.

Advancing, is to Advance with your
Right Foot about feven Inches, and liding

your Left Foot after i, :akmcr the fame
Ground with vour Leﬁ: as vou do with
the Right : Retiring, is to give Ground

with vour Left, and ﬂldmﬂ your Right

Foor after ir.

Scholar. What 15 the meaning of Ad-
vanang and Retir Ing 2

Maﬂ Advancing 1s; when vou have a
Mind 10 take Ground of your Adverfary,

when (fometime ) you are out of d:ftance
of 2 Thruft: Retiringis, when you have 2

Mind to give Ground to your Adverlary
when he approaches on vou.
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My Third Leflon,

Is Carte and Tieree.

Carte and Trerce 1s the two chiefeft
Thrufts 1n Fencing, and all other Thrufts
are but the fame: the former muft be
given with your Nails upwards, and the
lazter with your Nails downwards: when
Carte is given, you muft ftand faft with
your Left Foot, and ftep forward with
your Right almoft as far as you can,
without ftraining your [elf; which is called
in Fencing a Konge; your Left Ancle to
the Ground, your Knee very ftraight with-
out bending, your Right Toe ftraighe,
with your Lefc Hand falling from your
Lefc Ear the fame height your Righe-
Hand is, in a Line which Ballances your
Body : This Thruft muft be given the in-
fide of the Right Arm, looking ftraight
in your Adverfary’s Face, with your Wrift
upon the Thruft higher than the Point,

then
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then vou are upon a Guard the {ame time.
Ticrce muft be given the out-(ide of the
Arm, with vour Feet and Body in the
{ame order as vou thruft Carte in, looking
over vour Rwht Arm in your Adx erﬁir} s
Face, then )our Bodv 1s in a good Pofture.
Srl olar. Why mult Carte bc given the
infide of the Arm, and Treice the outhde?
Maft. The reai’on thatthofe Thrufts muft
be given fo 1s, that you bind your Adver-
{2rv’s Sword when you make them, and
vou are upon a good Guard the fame time:
[t vou did thruft Carte the out-fide, and
Tierce the in-{i de, you would be upon no

Guard, but be in Danoer of being thrufted
before vou got off.

Schol. Ma\ I not make a Lonze without
bringing the Ancle down :

Mtﬂ. No, it is not lo proper, tho it is
thoughe fo b) a great many Mafters, for
this reafon he thar makes the Thmﬁ
with the Sole of the Foot downwards with-
out leaning upon the Ancle, cannot by fix
Inches reach fo far, and a2 Man does not

lie
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Ire fo firm on his Lonoe, but oiten times
when a Thruft 1s made with the Sole
of the Foot clole to the Ground, it
fl.des from under them; buc when you
makc a Lorge with the Ancle down, the
I'dze of the Sole of the Shooc makes a
Ridge in the Ground that the Foot cannoc
{lip.

Schol. Pray which is the Parry for Carte

and Tierce ?

Maft. The Parry for Carte and Tierce is
both from the Wrift : Carte muft be par-
ricd pardy by the Edge of the Foile or
Sword: Tierce muft be parried with the
Flat, dropping your poinc down, which
comes with a great weight on your Adver-
{ary's Foile: you muft be fure to parry
with the middle of your Foile, partly on
his Weak, and your Parry muft come nat-
rowly from your Wrift, for your Arm
muft be fhll 2 Guard to your Body.

Schol. Is there no other way. of Parrying
Ticrce than upon the Flac?

Maf.
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Maft. Yes, fome Malfters teach to parry
upon the Edge, bur in my Opinion, it is
not fo good; for it 2 Thruft come to be
forced, or with any Streng:h; the Parry
15 {0 narrow, that no Parade can be made
when on the Flar, there comes fuch a
weight by dropping a little of the Point, and
narrov from the Wrift) chat the {trongeft
Thruft that 15 made can't be torced, and
{till on as good a Guard as the other.

Schol. Is there no other Guard raughe
but vours :
 Maft. Yes, {evenal, fome a Degree higher,
fome two Degrees or more: fome teach
upon a Preem with the Edge upwards, bue
none of thofe above a Degree higher do
approve of : Tam certain no Theuft can be
made on the ftraight Guard withour dit-
ordering ot it; by that means it is the beft
of all others ; for no Thruft can be made
true excepr the Point Prefents from the
Pummel, and ke that diforders this Guard,
diforders himlelf, and fo may be tim'd
with 2 Thrult, for Carte, Tierce, Scooone,

or
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or Flinkanade; nor no other Thruft can be

made on this Guard, but he is in danger

of being hit the fame time y for the Guard

parries all ‘Thrufts thar are.made,  The

Obieétion thar fome Malters ‘make a-

gainft this Guard, that 2, Thruft in Flan-

kanade may come in, which is the moft

dangerous Thruft that, is. taught by a

Malter ; and allowing this Thruft to be

given, there are feven to be given upon the

high Guard, which is moft taughe in- this

Kingdom, which feven ate ;hcfc;ﬁnllowipg
Carte, Tierce, Sagoone, Carte over the Arm,

Carte under the Sele, cutting over the Point
in Carte, cutting in Tierce ; tor this Thruft
in Flankanade, if it is not taken upon one part.
of the Foile, he that makes it ishot.at the.
fame time, and is ascafily parried as any
other Thruft that 15 made, .
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My Fourth Leflon,
Is Sagoone and Flankanade.

Sigome muft be given with the Nailes
downwards from Trerce {ide, droppmo the
Poiat, hicting your Adverﬁry in the Belly
near to his Ribs, your Head muft be quar-
cerd under your right Arm, rifing your
Wrift, and lool\mﬂr under it in his Face:
when this Thruft 5 e@iven, you muft de-
cart off beat on his Foile, then advance
cn him eafily again.

Flantanade 1s 2 Thruft thar cannot be
well. gwt‘f on any. Guard but the Straight
wrthour “much Diforder: this Throft is
civen with the Nailés upwards upon. the
aforeiaid Guard “vou muft engage your
Adverliry with the St rength of your Foile
on the Feebie of his. which is about fix
Inches from the Poim then force vour
Thruft home, ~nd you 1i run the Point of
his the om-{lde of your Arm, then beat

on hus Foile as you Recover, Schal,
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Schol. Is this Thruft given no other
way than this you have fhew'd me ?

Maft. Yes, fome Multers teach 1t to
engage on the middle of che Foile, and to
bring the lefc Hand about to put.the Point
afide, which much expoles the Body ; ai-
tho that this Thruft takes, it is very
eafte for him that gets the Thrult to {lip his
Foile either under or over that Left-Hand,
and hit him before he recovers; thenI am
fure, it cannot be called good Fencing, to
hit and be hot the fame time; and fince
it is the firt thing that is taught by a
Mafter to put all Scholars Bodies: i a
good Pofture of Defence, as well as the
can, in my Judgment, they oughe. nof 5&
cerwards. to {how any -Thruft ,ro difgrder
their Bodies, or put them out of 3 gacd
Pofture. . o

Except a oholar be well vers'd in Fencing,
and a greac deal of Pradtice; thep thgep,are
a grear many. Poftures taughe,.by!, fome
Mafters, as the French, Spaufh,and; Boy-
tyguexe, with a great many pricty Figures

C 2 that
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that are verv becoming in the School, bue
thote are no: to be fhoun to no Scholar,
unt:l he has a grear deal of Command in
his pla:n Fencing, which muit be of fome
Years Practice, and no Thruft ought to be
made buz the Bodv fliould be 1 a good
Pofture, and make every Thruft 2 Guard
as near as can be.

Schel In myv Opinion vour Argument
isvers good: but pray fhow me the Parn
for thofe tv o Thruits

Mt There are feverat ways of Parry-
1ng thefe Thruits: Sacoonc 1s Parricd'drOP-
ping the-Pomt-down the fame way as you
'"thruft Sacoons; bur your Foile and your
‘Arm muft’ be more ftraight than when
you: make the Throft, your Body and
‘Peetin_the -fame‘Order as when you were
‘on your Guard.

There is another wav of Parrying this
Thruft; that s, partly round Parry, which

I 'don’t fo much approve ‘of; he that par-
ries this way, brings his- Aaverfary partly
or his Guard, and the Pomt agaiinif)tﬂ his

L 8

awn

- i
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own Breaft, and makes noopening o 1
tirn & Thratt; as for the former Parry, ..
makes a great Diforder to your Adverfary,
vou may rerurn two Thrufts on him,
Carte over the Arm, and turning Carte
under the Shell,
Thc‘Parr){ for EFlankanade, there are three
ways. The Furftis, as you parry Sagoone,
but not with; your Point {o low. ;The
Second is, from the Guard on the R!at of
the Foile, with a little turn from the Wrift
but not downwards. The Third is,. turn-
ing your Hand in Prcem, you may parry
and thruft him at'the fame time, as’ you,

{hall {ee in the Pofture.

+ -4iam . iy g . -
L

-.li:- -
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Schol. Sir, now you have fhewed me

how to Parry thole Four Thrufls, pray
be pleafed to lec me know, how I fhall

repear them again 2

Mift. When Carte 1s thrufted, and you
parry it, then return Carte, or Flankanade.
When Tierce 1s thrufted, return Tierce or
Sagoone. When you parry Sagoone, return
Carte over the Arm, or turn your Wrift
Carte under the Shell. When you parry
Flankanade, return Carte over the Arm:
Thefe are the Returns upon thofe Thrufts

without Faints.

My Fifth Leflon,
_ Is Single and Double Faints,
- Which muftbe given s,
A ST |

o

When you defign to make -a- Single
Faint, you muft difingage from Carte:to
Tierce fidd, or trom Tierce to Carte.'y.vv o
| Sup~
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uppofe vou engaged in Carte to make
2 Single Famt in Tierce to hit in Carte,
1i:¢n bchangc the Pomz of vour Foile in
Tiorce cbour two Inches, then when he
enfwers thar, he makes an opening in Carte,
when you perceve 1, thruft Carze at him
as quick as you can, and you may have 2
Chance to kit him: likewife do the fame
in Trzce. You muaft be fure when you
make your Faints, you obferve, that as
{foon as hc anfwers it, time the opening as
quick as you can, and {fo you may make
in the double Famts.
Schol. Muft 1 ftamp with my Foot
when I make thofe Faints? |
Maft. No, that takes up time; for if the
Hand ftays for the Foo:, the Thruft is
much flower, which cannot be given too
quick ; you muft always obferve to make
your Thruft before your Foot is heard on
the Ground ; for every Lonee that is made,
the Right Foot comes with a Stamp; your
Thruft muft be either in the Body, or
parried before the Noile is heard.

Schal,
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Schol. Is it proper to make more Faints
than Two?

Maff. No more are convenient, cxcept
your Adverfary retires on a Uood Guard,
and you approach on him, then you may
make Taines all the way whilc he gives
you Ground, but be fure make them very
narrow.

Schol. Muft T not make Faints in Sa-
goone and Flankanade, as well as in Carte
and Tierce?

Myt Yes, vour fingle and double
Faints in S.goone muft be chus: When you
make vour fingle Faint in S, 1g901¢, you
muft Lic on Tierce fide, then leP your
Pome as yvou dcim d to gne&wooue -
bout a Foot from vour Adverfary’s Foile,
with your Nails downwards, keeping your
Armm and vour Wil ‘Mthou" yeilding
with your Foile, for Fear your Faint fhould
be tim'd with a Thruft:  As foon as you
perceive tiat vour Fant s anfwer'd, turn
vour W rift and Toile upwards, and Hing

Carte over the Arm on him, which comes
D 0
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in the fame fide as you lie on, or you
may give it wichout turning your Hand,
but rcturn it 1n Trerce: As for the doublc
Faint, make vour fir} as vou did your
{i nalc and vour fecond muft be wichout
rurmnr:r vour Wrift upwards, bt make
your Pamt as you would hic him in
Tiucrce; when the double Faint 1s anfwerd,
make \our Thruft 10 Sazoone, with your
Body well covered : As {oon as this Thruft
is given, if you hit, or is parried, vaule
off, and beat on hls Foile as yougo. As
for Faines in Flmkanade, there are none
that are properly fo called ; but there are
fome ways of difordering 1t to bring in

a Thruft . ; prefs on the Fceblc of his Foxle
then it him Flankanade, or {hide your Foile

about Four Inches on his, to make him
believe vou dehgn to make home that
Thruft, and as foon as you perceive him

to anfu er the Parrade, make your Thruft
m Carte.

Schal. 15 Sagoorze given no other way ?

Mafs,
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Maft. Yes; Sazeonc cannot be given on
the ftraight Guard, except you Diforder
it, which may be done two wayes:  Firf},
If you lie on Carte fide, you muft difin-
gage, and advance with both your Feer
about half a Foot, ftooping with your
Body, and raife his Foile with your Arm;
Foile ftraight, and then youll keep him
from forcing Tierce, or giving Carte over
the Arm, then you may make your Thruft
in Sagoone, ot a Faint in Sagoone, and a
Carte over the Arm; when you are in
Tierce fide advance alittle, rifing his Foile,
then make your Thruft.

My Sixth Leflon,
Is the German Tpruf.

This Thruft is given on no other
Guard but the ftraight, and by fome Ma-
fters ‘tis called a Flankanade; it is given

D 2 in
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-y

‘n fome manner hike iz, only the former
is given with the Nails downwards, and
the laster with the Nails upwards: When
vou give this Thrult, engage him with
the middle of vour Foile on the Feeble
of his, zbour Six Inches from his Point,
force vour Thruft with a ftraight Poine
towards vour Right-Breaft, with your
Wit turned downwards s as foon as this
Thruft is made, 1t hit or parried, decare
off, and beat his Foile on Tiuerce fide,

Schol. Xhich 15 the Parry for this
Thruit:

M:ﬁﬂ. This Thruft muft be Parried as
vou parry Sugoone, then you may return
Carte over the Arm.,

My
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My Seventh Leflon,

Is Catting over the Point 1n Carte
and Tierce.

Both thefe Thrufts are given Tierce
fide, though one is mentioned to be given
in Caite ;s thole Thrufts are given on the
high Guard: The Cutting.over the Point
in Carte, is when you are on Carte fide,
raifing your Foile towards your Face and
over his Point; thruft Carte over the Arm,
which is called Cutting over the Point in
Gartc: Cutting over the Point m Trerce,
is when he comes to bind or prels you in
Carte, then cut over his Point in Ticrce..

Schol. How muft 1 parry thofe Thrufts

Mafl. As youdo Carte and Ticice.

Schol. Cannot thole Two Thrufts be
given on the ftraight Guard?

Maft. Noj Cutting over the Point in
Carte cannot be given, becaufc there is no

way

[
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way for a Thruft to come in; but if the
ﬁr:{ight Guard comes to prefs on you in
Carte, then a Thruft may be taken; for
by reafon of his difordering you, he dif-
orders himfelf, and then you have an Op-
portunicy to give it

My Eighth Leflon,

Is Prefing 1n Carte, and Thruft
im Carte.

When you defign to give this Thruft,
then prefls on the Weak of his Foile;
as vou do thus, advance half a Foor, and
make home your Thruft, and as you re-
cover beat on his Foile in Carte.

Schol. 1 fuppofe, Sir, when I prefs on
him I muft not {tay long on his Foile
betore I make my Thruft, for fear of being
umd i Tirce,

Maft
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Maft. You muft not ftay a Thought on
Binding, Prefling, or any other Dif-
order that you make your felt in, excepr
vou defign to trick him. Amongft all
compleat Mafters, timing of a Thruft is
the fineft part in Fencing, and how to time:
Timing 15, when a Faint is made at you
in Carte, Tierce, Sagoone, or the Diforders
of Flankanade, prefling or binding te hit
him ac the fame time; for there is no
way ufed to diforder any good Guard but
at the fame time he diforders himfelf ; and
if you fence with a compleat Swords-Man,
you muft take care to make as few Faints
as you can, becaufe he wilk anfwer nonc,
buc will chruft on every one that you
make.

Schol. Is there no Advantage to be ta-
ken when another Man times 2

Mafl. Yes; and though (as Ifaid be-
fore) it is the fmeft part in Fencing, yer
you may hit the beft Fencing-Mafter in
the World, it he times a Faint, preffing or
binding i Carte, Tierce, S.,gaone, or Flane

banade,
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Lanade, if in cale he will not baulk his

ThrLﬁ but give it home, defigning to
hit you, and no Man can k anorher
except he does that.  You may lll\.emfe

do this to any Man that repeats the
Thrult.

Sl This muft needs be a areat Se-
Crat; Pla\' Sir, has this Thruit any Name:
Mo Yes, dua Throft 15 called 1 French

e mzuc Tontey that isy, Time againgt
Time. When 1 fuft ]\n..w this great Art,
3T Was taught me two Ways, uhn.h the
creat Duke of Budeficld in France firt in-
\enLPd besmi any Mafters Knowledge
that was chen in Frane, and with that
Thruit Le kidd the bft Svords-Man in
that Kinedom, Spomy Helinnd, and Iraly

ur bv long PIHLUCE cnd S ud\ | have
fournd oucr Ten wavs more to give this

T hruft.

Sckol. Prav, Sir, be PieulCd to {hew me
any one of thcm -'

.\ﬂz/? One wav Is cnovﬂh ro diftin-
guifh 2l the reft.  When VOl CORIC (O

fence
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fence with an expert Swords-Man, prefs
him in Carte or Tierce, which opens him,
and diforders your felf, but that muft be
your defign, toiery. it he witl eime you: It
he does it in Tierce, as foon as you per-
ceive the Thruft coming give a turn with
your Right-Arm and Wrift, curning as you

give Flankanade, the Poinc of your Foile in
your Adverfary’s Belly, trning your Left-
Shoulder more backward than when you

‘are in your Guard, as you fhall fee in
"the Pofture. . |

Likewife you may do this it he thrufts
Carte, ot any other Thruft that he makes
in Timing, or if you thruft Sagoone halt
way at him, not deligning ‘to hit, but to
parry you ; if he fhould recurn Carte over
the Arm, you may take this Throft the
fame way, and by this Pofture you may
find our, that it any Faints of yours are
timd, ot if your Thrufts be repeated, that
you may Tente contre Tente them.

L Schol,
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Setol. 'Cin T have no Advanraoe bf 1tb.15
Th aft ex cept he times me? MR
Maft. Naj for if a Thruft comes mth
a fingle or doub ¢ Faint, you muft thru}
to the P;rrade bec:ulfe you will not know‘
whether it comes in Carte T:erce of any

other Thruft,

Schal. How fhall I know a Famt from
a4 Thefk> =

Maft. All the Knowledgc tl;lanr can
given to know oné from the other is t‘hls
When a Faint is.made, nothing - moves but
the Foile” and tflé" er bitt, whcn 2
Thruft ¢omes, you may percelvc "“the
Body come :w.lc,m':lr with it; and this'is the
Obfervation that you muﬂ makc 'for af
Thrufts that are made corte f}orﬁi’th:c
Wrift and the Hips, but the Faints come

from the Wrift; and when vou

perceive one from another, you muit
anfwer no Faints but very narrow, ol
time them if you can.

Schol. Muft I look in his Face or on
his Wrift when I fence 2

E 2 Mafi.

-
L ~ iy
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~Maft. You muft look om his Face, and
then you will perceive every thing that
he does, which is more manly than to
be always fixing upon his Wnift, whjch
1is no certain Rule, the Looks of fome Men
being almofl as terrible to fome People
as if they felt the Sword in their Body.
Schol. Suppofe I fence with one that
uints, what Obfervation muft [ make:
his Eyes? o
Maﬂ. You muft make none at all ; for
there 15 no Rule in this Cafe t0.be given;
and though one Man locks another in the
Face, yet he feldom or very rarely hits
him there; fo that 2 Thruft may be given
in any part of the Body, without the
Eye's being fixd on that part where ’tis
defignd. ~ T

-
L =8

L J



The Englith Fencing=Mafter, 24

My Ninth Leflon,
Is Fine Pafs.

You muft prefs on Carte, as you did in
the laft Leffon, make a Faint in Carte, and
thruft Tierce.

Schol. Muft I advance when T prefs, as
I did in my laft Leffon 2

Maft.  No, you muft not advance;
for you are longer Engaging on this Lef-
fon than you were on the laft, becaufe
you are taking more time inmaking your
Faint to hit him in Tierce; and if you
fhould approach on him, as you prefs,
perhaps he would time you in Tierce.
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My Tenth Leflon,
Is Darting the SWO R D.

This Thruft muft be given when you
lic on Carte fide : If your Adverfary holds
a ftraight Guard, give a lictle Dart with
your Arm and Foile, raifing his Foile ;ip .
you muft advance a lictle wicth both your
Feet, ftooping very well ; as foon as you
do this, make your Thruft home, turning
your Wrift under his Shell, then difingage,

and beat on his Foile as vou recover.

Schol. Which is the Parry for chis
T hruft > |

Maff. The beft Parry for this Thruft
1S, as you parry Sagoone, you may do it
the round Parrade. |

dcho. When is it moft proper to ufe

this round Parry :

Maff. This Parry mult fometimes be
made ufe of when vou fence loofe; if

you prefs on your Adverfary’s Poxlfi in
(arte,
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Carte, and he thrufts Tirce, round parry
him, and hic him Flantanade or Carte
Likewife it the Thruft comes in Carte,

parry it round, and return Ticrce or Sa-
zoon¢ 5 or if you come to parry Carte and
Ticrce againft the Wall, (which is a pro-
Eer Term in Fencing ) if either of them

e forced on you, the round Parry is good
acainft it or if you chance to draw your
Sword in the Night, the beft Defence you
can make is to ufe that Parry; for it
meets with all Faints and Thruofts thae are
made. I would advife you not to make
ufe of it too often in your Fencing in the
Day-time, but onthe two Thrults above-
mentioned ; for the Parry comes with fuch
a Circle, that it you come to fence with a
quick Wrift, it will be dificule to parry
him, efpecially if you come to half Sword.
If you fhould be torcd to draw your
Sword in a narrow Paffagc, never make
afe of it; for there is not room for that
Parrade, your Point will hic againft cthe
Wall, and have no Certainty of it.

Schol.
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Sckol. What is the meaning of Thruft-
ing Carte and Tierce againft the Wall 2

Maft. It is to teach one the Offenfive,
and the other the Defenfive part; to make
the offenfive Thruft clean at length, and
to guide his Point, and to teach the Body
to be in a good Pofture, is a Method
which all Mafters ought to take with their
Scholars, to quicken the Wrift, and make
them lic firm on their Longe; and chis
will be the means to make a Scholar fence
fine and ealie.

He that makes the Defenfive part, is
to fhow him how to parry Carte and

Tierce when he comes to fence, or make

an Affaule.
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My Eleventh Leflon,
Is Binding or P}jeﬂing'.' -

Schol. Sir, pray fhew me how it muft
be done? ; | -

Maft. When you come to fence againf
the ftraight Guard, then this Leflon is
moft proper to be play'd: I you engage
on Carte fide or Tierce, bind your Adver-
fary with the Edge of your Sword about
Twelve Inches of yours on Six of his,
which will oblige him to make an opening
for your Thrulf, but befure you do not
prefs him “very Tow, .for fear he fhould
take the time, except you defign to Tente
contre Tente, or conter-time him, either in
Carte or Tierce,  You muft not ftay when
you prefs, but give your Thruft as quick
as you can. Befure never to draw your
Lefe-Foot after you when you make any
Thruft, it may prove ofy an ill confer

k quence ;
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guence ; for if your Thruft f{hould be

parried after drawing your Lek-Foor after
you, I is impoffible you fhould recover
before your Adverfary.repolts yon, if he
underftands any thing of Fencing; but
advance when you bind half a Foor, then
your Thruft will come much quicker.

Schol. What you fay ftands to a great
deal of Reafon, and I will obferve your
DireQions ; but, Sir, you tell me that
Tente contre Tente, or conter-time, may be
taken o this Leflon ; therefore pray in<
form me how Imuft do Conter-time ? |

Maft. Conter-time is to parry and thruft
at the fame time.  Suppoke you prefs
your Advertary- in Carte, which cxpoles
your Body in Tierce, it that Thruft be
made at you, parry ftrong; and chruft at
the fame time.

Schol. Muft 1 parry with the Flat or
the Edge when } make ufe of the Conter-
tme

Maft. You muft parry on the Edge

when you make ufe of this, for it cannot

be
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be done on the Flat; it is on this Thruft
that [ efteem the Parrade on the Edge, and
for no other. |

- Schal. When this Leffon is plaid on me,

'xyhh't Defence muft I make ﬂag_z;inf’l:.'it:?_ :

~ Maft. The beft of your play will be
to {lip him, which brings you to Kour

Guard, or you may caveat him, or cep
ilI-diﬁngé.ging, and then he- can never

bind you. o

My Twelfth Leffon,
It Difarming in Carfes- <
I Y A T

Sk, 1am yery, well plealed wich thag
Lellon. of Difarming 5 for i had,mugh pa-
cher, knpw, how to dianp g Mais. than o
Kill him.s. therefore pray fhew, me how, it

may be done:
F 2 Maft,



36 The Englith Fensing-Mafler.,

Maft. There are feveral ways of Dif-
arming on the Sword, but none fo good
nor fo fafe as the Difarming of Carte and
Tierce, which I am going to fhew you.

When you'defign to difarm. in Carte,
the beft way wilt be firft to parry him,
and-at the fame time to advance abour a
Foot, bring your Left-Hand betwixt your
Foile and his Hilt not above half an Inch
from his Shell, or clofe to it will' be as
well; as foon as you do this raife your
Foile half a Foot from his, give a fmart
Beat on the Weak of his Foile with 2 good
Pott with your Lefe-Hand altogethet,
which will bring it out of his Hand be he
never fo ftrong, unlels he fhould alter his.
Finger, and gralp his Sword as he would
2 Stuck, and then it cannot be ‘done 5 but
e had muchberter let it go.

If you fhould meet with any that hold
their Sword fo, or that fruggle with you,
all that-you have to do is, (o tum your
Point towards him, and hit him Flamkanade,
kut a5 “foon as you bring the Sword out

"~ of

iy



;of his Hand bﬁng your felf in G'dard

again, with your Lefr-Hand extepded,
darting the Sword, that fo you muy be
geady, if in cale he fhould feize youss;
ito ftick hygh with his, which you have i
y{)our Lefee’Hand, as you fhall fee in the

ofture.
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Schol. Cannot [ difarm a2 Man wuhout

parrying his Thruft firft>
Mafler. Yes, you may, but it is dan-L

gerous to undertake thofe ways unlefs you
p]ay with thofe who do not undmﬂand
any thing ef the Art.

Schol. Sn' pray be pleafed to ‘hcw me:
thefe. ways, and thofe which you recoms-

mend to me as the beft T will be {ure to
Praé’clfc

Maft. It you play with thofe that are
1gnorznt and enﬂaae 1n (arte or Tterce
advance with your Rught—FOOtclofc up,elpe-
cmﬂy it his Point be hlgher than his Hllr

running your Sword clofe up to his rarﬁng
his Sword at thé {fame time, then come
up wich your Letc-Foot and feize hlm
whevaer 1t be in Carte or Tierce: You
muft be fure when you come to difarma
Man any way, that you feize his Sword,
and not his Arm or Wrift, otherwile it w1ll
be very eafte for him to chancc his Sword

from his Right to his Lﬂft-Hand and fo
ftick you s buc I would advile you not to

undcrr
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undettake this way of Difarming to a
Man that underftands Fencing 5 for if he
perceives your Defign he will difingage,
and fo hit you, except you are both to-
gether in 2 clofe Room, where neither of
you have room to ftand on your Guards,
then this Inclolure is proper, either againft
a Swords-Man, or one who is Ignorant:
Bu: I would advife vou to make ufe of
the Difarms with the Parrade before any
of the other.

Sckol. Sir, The Grounds you have here
given are fo plain and intelligible, thae.]
thall always choole the Difarm with the
Parrade before any other, except it -be

when I play with fuch Men as you have

defcribed.
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My Thirteenth Leflon,
Is Difarming 1» Tierce,

When you difarm in Tierce, parry him
- firlt, advance likewile, come up with your
Left Foot, feize him with your Left Hand
about half a Foot from his Hilt, with your
Thumb on the Flat of his, then there will
be no Danger of drawing it through your
Hand ; ftep ‘a little from him with your
. Right Foot and Sword-Hand, turning your
Point towards him, which muft be out of
his reach, then there will be no Danger of
. his feizing you; as you fhall fee in the
- Pofture 5 snot bringing your Point to your
Adverfary’s Face; as many teach ; for
then it lies in his Power to take hold of
it; and if he-proves ftronger than yoy, h:
~ will take che Advantage of tripping ot
fticking you. '.

G ‘ T e _ . LT s ’
b F v T C . - .
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Schol. When | Fence, how {hall T know
when I am in Diftance of a Thruft?

Maft. When you chruft with one taller
than your felf, and has longer Arms, and
{tands wider than you do, whcn you de-
fign to make a Thruft to hit him, the
be[’c way will be to come to Halt Suord
then you are within diftance ; when you
are for making the defenfive part, engage
but five Inches and keep him at that
diftance, then youll be better able to parry
him : but if you Fence with one about
your own height, engage him a Foot off
your Foile on the {ame of his.

Schal. Which is the PrOPere[’c Thruft to
be ufed for alicle Man agalnﬂ: a tall Man,
or atall Man againft a low Man 2

Maft. The beft Thrufts that a liele Man
can make at a tail Man are, Sagoone, Carte
under the Shefl, and dartmg the Sv ord,
which s my Tcntb Leflon ; and all the re&
of the low Thrufls for T:erce and Carte,
and all the reft of the high Thrutts, are
ou of the Line of his thruﬁmg, and all

G2 the
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the Thrufts that are improper for 2 low
Muan, are proper for a tall.

Sckol. 1t 1 Fence with one that never
learned, I fuppole any Thruft may be
given, either high or low; to hit him.

Maft. Yes, any Thruft that is made will
hit one that has no Knowledge inthe Art:
bur it is asdangerous to Fence with {o igno-
rant 2 Man, as with one that underftands
it, except you take this Rule. When you
Fence with one that has no Judgment,
and Fences withour Rule or Method, but
in Paffion, you muft take Care when
you thruft ar him, that he does not hit
vou at the (ame time, which is contre Tente ;
for he that does not underftand Fencing
may hit one thac Fences very well, it he does
not take this particular Meafure.  When
you Fence with fuch 2 Man, you muft be-
lieve that he does not know what Parry is,
and perhaps if you thruft twenty Thrufts ac
him, he will not endeavour to defend him-

felf, but thruft the fame time, and fo hic

}'011..

Schol.
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Schol. Which is the way to deal with
fuch a2 Man 2

Maft. When you come to Fence with a
Man that knows nothing.of the maceer,
and runs upon you with a great deal
of Paffion, rather give Ground for a
lictle way, and detend his Thrufts, and re-
peat them every tme, then youll never
mifs hitting of him ; but it he is not Chols
lerick, but ftands on as good a Pofture as
his Ignorance guides him, then you may
hit him, and bind him in Carte and Tierce,
which ase the propereft Thrufts to be made
at fuch a Man, without Danger of Contre
Tente. It is the Opinion of many Gentle-
men, that never learned to Fence, that if
a Man has but Courage, he need not feamn
any other Art : I muft confefs that Courage
in 2 Man is a good Property, but Skilt with
Courage is better. L will allow, if 2 Man
be a great Coward, and: has learned twe
or three Months, and fhould be forced to
draw his Sword againit a Couragious Man
that never knew any thing of Fencing,.

that.
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that licle Learning would be no great Ad-
vantage to him; for feeing his Adxerfary
attacquing him w with al lVlgor and Bravery,
would put the Coward into fuch a Con-

fternation, that his litle Judgment would
be all laid afide.

But as chere are degrees of Cowards, fome
greater than others, fo the greateﬁ Heroe in
the World, that l\nous nothing of Fencing,
has 2 great deal of odds agam(’c him that
will either Fence or Fight with a2 Man of
Skill, tho’ he may be a Coward.

Schol. Sir, What difference do you make
of Cow ards are t:hcy not all the {ame:

Mafl. I\o there 1s a great deal of dif-
ference .1n Cowards as well as in flout
Men; and it i my Opinion," that if a
orand Coward were ever fo compleat a
Suords-Man and came to engage with
any Man that was brave, his Spitits and
his Learning - w ould fall as low as the
Soles.of his Fcct and he had much rather
run away, than ftand to fhew either his

Skill or Courage; tor thea all his Judo-

Imence
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ment is loft, and with Ml che T??'li*ing
between a Coward and a couragion: Man
is equal. |

But for the hettoring Cowards, they
will ftand a Bacele it chey are fenfible they
have an Advantage; which is to {liew you,
that one Coward will fighe when anorher-
dare not; the difference of one from the
other I have very often feen ;- but T vonld
advife no Gentleman to truft alcogether to
his Bravery ; for every Man is not a Cow-
ard, and Judgment will encourage fome
Cowards to fight, as well as the braveft
Men living ; befides, Knowledge cannot
be a Burthen to any Man that is brave.

I will appeal to any. ratiomal Man,
that if two Men of equal Courage fhould
come into a Field to fight, and one un-
derftands Fencing very well, and the o-
ther does not, whether he that does un-
derftand the Art has not the far greater
Advantage. = o |

Schol. There is a greac deal of Realon:
for any Man to believe, that he who has

NnQ;
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no Judgment in Fencing, and engages with
2 Man of as much Courage as himfelf,
and is an Arift, has Fity to one on his
fide. [ fhall be always of that Opinion,
and it is not to be fuppofed that any Man

of Sence can argue the contrary.

Mift. No Man of Reafon will; yet ]
muft confels, that if the Artift comes drunk
into the Field, and his Adverfary fober,
their Judgments are equal; for then he
cannot perform any thing of his Are, all

his Senfes are drowned, and his Pgefence
of Mind is loft; and it often happens,
that he who is Ignorant gets the better of

the Swords-Man when he takes him at {uch
a Difadvantage, and fo he believes he could
have done if he had been fober.

[ (hall now proceed to let you know
how neceflary it 1s for all Gentlemen to
learn the Noble Art of SMALL-SWORD.

Firf, That it is one of the greateft
Qualihcations that 2 Gentleman can- have.

Sccondly, All Gentlemen that wear 2

Sword ought to underftand how to make
ule .
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ufe of it according to Art, that they ma
be able to defend themfelves when. ch
are forced to draw.

T hirdly, Thar no Exercife or. Recreation
is more whollome; for it works all the
Parts of a Mans Body, ftrengthens all
the Limbs, and opens the Cheft; and if
taught by a good Mafter, # gives 2 very
good Air to the Bedy.

{ would advife all Gendemen that leasn,

or defign to learn, to argue the Cafe with
their Mafters, that fo they may have a
Reafon for every thing that 15 fhown
them, which will be a great Advanra

to all Gentlemen that are curious; fE:
they may be as well m;]fght in this King-

dom, as in any part of the World, tho’
the French have the Name.

] am certain we have as good Mafters
in England, of Englifh, Scetch, French, Irifh,
and Germans, as any in Chriftendom j bue
[ cannot fay we have fo many; yet I que-
ftion not but that if this Arc were as
much encouraged in England, as it is in

H France,
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France, we fhould foon fee as good an Aca-
deny in London, as any in Paris, with a Re-
fort of Gentlemen of all Nations ; but that
which leflens this Are in Enabind by our own
Gentry, as well as ‘Foreigners, 1s; that a
great many pretend to teach this Art who
knpw nothing of the matter, and when
thole Sparks are difeovered by any Gen-
tlemen of our own ‘Country, or by Fo-
reiners, they conclude all other Mafters
ro be dikethem, unlefs they are intimately
acquainted with fome of the beft of them.
.Aad this is the reafon that makes us
lote that Fflteem which we deferve, and
to 'us carried to the Mafters in France ;
bpt f = were here, as it is in Parys, that
no Man fhould profefs Teaching, excepe
he were an approved Mafter, and had a
Patent for Teaching, we fhould not have

(by fome Hundreds) {o many Pretenders
chat carry the Ticle of Mafters.

Schol. When a Man.comes into the Field

to fight, is there no Advantage or Difad-
vantage to be taken in the Ground ?

Mafi,
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Maft. Yes, there is; when you Chal-
lenge, or are Challenged, if you.draw with
the Difadvantage of the Weather, as Rain,
Snow, Wind or Sun in your Face, all 'the’ﬁ
are 2 Difadvantage to you, or if the Grounc
you ftand on be worfe, you muft follow
this Dire®ion to change Ground with
him: As foon as you perceive- all thele
againft you, engage him in Carte, difin-
gage in Tierce, {tepping your Right-Foor
a-crofs at the fame tme, bringing the Heel
bveragainﬁ your Lcﬁ-Toc; :tl’lfﬂ changb
again in Carte, bringing your Left-Foor
up, which brings you in a Pofture, and
upon -your Guard; thus keep. changing
both Hand and Foot «ill you ‘get gﬂg th
‘Advantige of the Weather, ot the G_rqﬁm:r,
then make the belt ont: In taking this
Ground, if your Advérfary'dﬁes md;,mp\;ié
Hand ad_ Foot the fame way wich you,
every -time you. change he is ., mpeh exe
pofed to your Thruft, and you may, haye

b

the Fottune to hit him,

i
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L]
Y

H 2 But



g2 The Englith Fencing-Mafler.

But befure, whenever you fighe, that
you are free from Paffion; for it 2 Man
be the beft Swords-Man in the Kingdom,
and fights when in Paffion, he diforders hime
felf to that degree, that he cannot make ufe
of all his Judgment. If a2 Man comes to
Fence with Sharps or Blunts, let him. have
Prefence of Mind, and be always thinking
how to hithim ; and no Man that under-
ftands Fencing can have a greater Advan-
tage of his Adverfary, tho g]hc fences never
fo well, than when he is guilty of that
foolifh thing call'd Paffion.

Scbol. What Length muft a Sword be
to Fight with?

Maft. Thirty Six Inches in the Blade is
fong enough te fight with, and no longer
is proper; for it 2 Sword be too long,
after a Thruft is made and parried, ’tis
harder to recover to a Parrade with. fuch,
than with one of 2 middle fize.

Sckol. What Sort of Swurd is beft to
‘Eight with ?

Maff.
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Maft. You muflt always chufe a Sword
well mounted, very (liff, wich 2 flat Han-
dle, both rough and long enough betwixt
the Pummel and the Shell, then-you will
have a better Gripe, and it will nor be fo-
foon flurted out of your Hand.

The beft Blades for Fencing are the
Spanifb Tucks, but they are too heavy
for Duelling, except they are vesy fhort,
which will nat be proper to be ufed ; fo
that I advile you to chufe a German Blade -
for they are both good and lighe. ~

Schol. How mult I chruft with a Lefc-
handed Man 2

Maft. Itis very troublefome for a Right-
handed Man to fence with one that is
Left, except they are raught how; for
your Carte is his Tierce, and Tierce his
Carte, which alters the Property of your
Wrift, and makes the Left-Hand have the
Advantage, becaule he is always taughe to
fence with his. Righe, o his Carte is your
Tierce, and his. Tierce your Carte, and fo
all the ceft of che Thrufls are given contrary,

3
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I fhal omit giving you any more
Leflons, for thofe I have fhewed you are
{ufhicient to make you a compleat Sword's-
Man, if you will bue practice them very
neat ; fof ne Wan can Fence well without -
he Fences Gentile, and with a great deal
of Air and :Life in his Body; that 15, every
Thrult moft come free from him with 2 prear
deal of eafe, without buftling or paffion,
and thefe are the Signs of a great Com-
mand in Fencing. 1 could add a grea
many mere Leflons, but I think what I
have taughe you here; are more than you'll
make ule of.

Nor had 1 thewed you fo many,
but ' kaow that one” Man fancies “one
Léflon more than he does another: and
here 1 have taught the chiefeft on the.
Swotd, 1o you may take your Choice ; for
there 4ré fone of them bur are very -good,
end it you'll practice them "according o
Diréction, thea 1 doubr not but yon'll
be a compiear Stword's-Man, and as foon

as § Know you are Mafter of thefe Leflotis,
1
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I fhall very foon after make a Second
Edition concerning the whole Art of “che .
Sword. | |
Schol. Sir, I fhall rake a great ideal of
Pains with what you have fhewed me, and
will pra&ice them till I amMafter of ‘em,
then I hope I fhall be a complear Sworgds--
Man, for‘Whith [ ferurr®rou man 5..
Maft. It will be for your Advantage,
and my Credit that you were fo; and if
you make ufe of Blunts, I hope you.
will have no écéafion to ufe any other.
In 2 little time you fhall hear further from.

me, and {o Farewel.

d

¢t




