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The Epiftle
Prince) your Birth giues you the
bef? priviledge to expr;[e the
worthine(le of Vertue, ¥ fee not
but ber followers, eyther in Art
or Aétion, [bould neceffarily flie
ro your High Patronage . This
confideration makes my low de-

Jerts looke vpward, which in
this at leaft will merit your
Yiew, that the Science of De-
tence,not yrworthily filed No-
ble, (ifeyther trucly praétifed,
or rightly ynder{food ) was ne-
uer before in our Language.
brought roany Method. The
Profeffors thereof being fo ig-
norant., thatthey could rather

doe, then make domonftration, .‘-

or

Dedicatorie.
or reduce their doing to any

certaintic of principle.
Muany are the impwtations
laid vpon this Art, (for fuch 1
dare now affirme it ) the chiefe
whereof is, the increafing our
bloudy and irreligious Duels,
which if the name of this Sci-
ence, being called of Defence,
will nov auoyd, yet the moft li-
centious age of the Romanes
fball [ufficiently cleare : No Hi-
flory ofthofe times making men-
tion of any Duello or fingle fight
to the lofJe of any Noble Perfon
in that State , or difreputation
of the publique Tuflice. Yet that
this kinde of bastell was knowne
A 4 and
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The Epiftle
and in fome cafes approvued a-
mongst the Romanes. The Hi-
percuels betweene the Curatij
and the Horatij, and thar fa-
mots Duell betweene Torqua-
tus and the French-man, appa-
rantly (peake.

It is not then the publique
profefiion of this Science, nor
the multiplicitic of Profe(Jors

* that increafe thefe defperate af-

Jafsinations : for,Knowledge be-
gers Wifedome , and Wifedome

by how sauch it participates of

skill with Diferetion, mi[donbe-
eth the famein another,and con-
cludes [afety as the fumme of
ber gbilitie.  This is manifeft

in

e

-

Dedicatorie.

in the Italians, the firf} innen-
ters of Foyle-weapon, and the - .
cunningst Practifers,shere not-
withfanding thefé fingle Coin-~
bats arc rather reported then
Jeenes and yet in ruder Countries
as Poland, &c. nothing more
common; “which J impute sholy
to adaring Ignorance. Neyther
badthis knowledge of Dctence,
if inftlytaxs with any (o wicked
effects, becngraced with.fo many
Authenzick priviledgesin all well
goucrned States,nor the Profe/
Jors thereof had received fuch
honor andrefpet,infomuch thas
amongS$t the Romancs fome of
them bad their Statucs erefted,
a




! | TheEpittle
| asPlutarch witneffeth . Thefe

_ Reafons (if myiudgement faile

—.atT [r——

—

not ) forcing the fame.
Firf?, Necetlitie at home,
as a Remedie to an ynauoyded

Difeafe, in oppofing fodaine af- 4

fanlts, which from Caine,plea-
ding Antiquitie 5 will not now

lofe their plantation. Andfince 1

Innocence is no protetion a-
gainft murtherous intents, God
and Nature tollerate this De-
fence.

The [econd i5,Publiquegood
abroad, for auoyding bloud, if
the Fate of a War fbould require
a fingle Tryall, which bowfocsier
was prefumprion in Goliah,was

Dedicatotie.

' true~valorinDavid : the imi-

‘tation of this example , hath
beene frequent in great Per-
Jons in forraigne, and memo-
rable in our owneCountry . as
betweene Edmund , furnamed
Ironfide, and King Canute
to a bappy iffue. Neythor can I
forget anoffer inthe fame kinde
made in more late_ yeeres, be-
tweene Frances the firf}, King of
France, and Charles the fifs,
Emperosr , though witheut ¢f~
L fet.

The laft Reafon #s, Com-
mendable and profitable Ex-
cecife.  Firf2, no other ye-
creation carries fo generall im-

Ploymens




TheEpittle

ployment. both of body and
minde, as this .doth : for here
the Feete labour equally with
the Hands , the Eye and the
Tudgement walke together . and
Sfor the profiey is leadsrto as much
V[e in making the perfon veady
and daring to the arre; as

Horfemanfbip begets dexteritie - .

for the fbocke.The Schoole of our
priuate Prattife being the fame
ro the Battell, that the Muze
£5 to the Troope : for with what
confidence fball hee goe on ~vpon
many , that bath no knowledge
to giue him hope of fafety from
one.

Pardonmy tedious difcomr(e

(mof?

r | Dedicatorie.
h (mof? Excellent Prince) if it be

a Crime,not Error but Zeale of-
fénds: for how can I choofe bus
fpeake much of Armes to you,
whom wee all expelt the moft
Heroyicke ProféfJor and Defen-
der of the [ame : 80 sohich your
Suture abilitie in your Ligh Ae-
chieuements , if my poore ende-
sours may give the leaft furthe-
rance_ (as I promife my felfe.,
much berein ) I returne from
JYour Acceptance_, loaden with

- full reward and happicft ex-

pectance : whom no Jfecond
refpet conld induce to the vu-
dertaking this fo dificile. &
Labour, which my Perfon fball

. in



in your command,in all humble
[eruice, be euer at attendance to

make good,refling
THE
Priuate Schoele of
'The moft denoted Defence_..

Seruant to you and Tuz INpvcTioN.

your Princely Vertues, ‘
Vs ad Ome hold opinion
o< ety thae Skill auayleth
B\ oy little or nothing in
D WSl fight; and thcrc?ore
& fo foone as th

_ ’ fhall fee this Title,
G. H. Gent, will caft away the Difcourfe, as an
vnprofitable Argument. Heethat
is the moft obftinate enemie to
himfelfe, in reicQing the benefit of

i
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The Priuate Schoole

skill , muft needes confefle it no
vaine Bxercife, if the apmefle and
facilitie be onely thought on, to
which the adtiue pra&ife of it
brings;the body, and enabicsic for
enduring in fight. But to the point
of materiall vic.

Ot fuch mens vnderftandings
I wou'd know how comes it (then)
thatan ignorant handlerofa Wea-
pon meeting vvith an ordinaric
Profeflor of Deferice at Foyles, can
nevther certainely giue offence,nof
auoid it.

They will anfwere mee, that at
blunt, a man comes boldly on, and
is not troubled with any fuch con-
fiderations, as at fharpe muft of
neceflitie  diforder his remems
brance, and put lim out of fight.

To that,thus;All rules (indeed)
muft admit fome exceptions: heat
or cold may fome-what diftralt

fighter;

of Defences.

fighter; heate in cafting him too
forwardly vpon a danger : cold-
nefle in not preparing him to fol-
low an aduantage of offence, yet
thefe come ncuer wholy to preiu-
dice the vie of skill : for, {peaking
of fuch an heatc as alwayes falsvp-
on this perill; wee muft not vnder-
ftand itto be fimply thacheat need-
fully belonging to courage; for
then itis an orderly Vertuc, and
lofeth no ftrength eyther borne
withit, ortaught it; butit muft be
forced vp into much anger (which
fcldome happens in the Defen-
dant, for whofe caufe onely wee
profefle teaching) before it can
turne 2 man into that weaknefle.
Where it doth happen,itis akinde
of madnefle, which (for the time)
lofeth all reafon, as much as that
partofskill : and fhall good aduice
be altogether negleéted becaufe

B a




The private Schoole

a madde man is vncapable of it ?

Then touching Coldnes, though
it be brought downe into the very
bafenefle of Feare in one, vet itis
impoffible to make Skill veterly of
no vie to him. For the gefture of
the body vpon fuch a danger, will
naturally fall into thofe motions
that it hath got by pra&ife.

So that skill to euery reafonable
man is fomething a friend. But
when it is entertained by one na-
turally of a good temper, it canby
no meanes fall vnder any of their
Obic&ions that difpife it; for fuch
a man brings no more fury, nor
leffe affurance with him into the
Ficld,then the Schoole,andthere-
fore will haue as much aduantage
of an ignorant man in fight, as
there is difference betweene them
inpradife.

To exemplifie this, you may

B scad

of Defence.
read of one Coranfo,a Noble man,
who from two and wwenty Dwelloes
returned Conquerour : Being de-
manded the recafon by fome that
confidered the equalitic of his ad-
uerfaries in fhew, and the vncer-
taine chances of the field: hee an.
fwered , Strength, Length, Cou-
rage, Temperand Cunning.So he
concluded Nature in Art, and at-
tributed the managing of thofe
parts hee was boine with, to the
abilitic of thofe heewas taught.
Since therefore that the Science
of Defence 1s vnderftood to be a
rofeffion of vfe, it followes to ex-
amine rhe defe@s of Teachers, and
to refolue vpon the worth of the
knowledge : whichfollowesimme-
diatelyafrer our Definition.

B 2 The




HeEEE
The Definition of the

Science of Defence, with
the parts theretorequired.

. HE Science of Defence

7 {ﬁ? is an Art Geomerricall,
S Eg:é wherewith the body is
BNk ouarded with a fingleor
double weapon from wrong of the
Offender, or the greateft difaduan-
tageof his Offence.

- The Parts thereto required are
Strengthand Judgement.

Vnder Strengthare comprehen-.

ded fwiftneffe of motiom and gquick-
neffe of Eye:where abilitic is with-
out perfetion of thefe, it is but a
fupply of defefts,drawne from the
Tudiciall part or Judgement.

Yoder

of Deféence.. -
Vnder Zudgsemen: fall che confi-

derations of Tsme, Place, and Di-

Sance.

It hath feemed to many that
there ts no certainty inthis Science,
which granted, it muft lofe his ty-
tle; in whofe behalfe vce cannot
but with great reafon aucrre , that
as the body is pun&uall, {o it hath
a iuft circumference in the hands
and feet,which to defence and fafe-
guard thereof, runne in an equall
line, which extended with firength
ina iuft proportion, make the bo-
dy the fame as the Poynt is in Cir-
cle, vntoucht or impofiible to be
violated.

To them that obie& Example
again{t Knowledge, in that none or
few, haue cuer artained this height
of affurance, I can make no other
anfwere, then argue from their
owne Schoole,and fay,that none -

B 3 or
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The private Schoole

or few, in difputation, cuer gaue

fatisfaQion without fome doubt,

therefore Logickeis no Arcoftrue

difputing. True it is,all Ares and

Sciences haue therr iuft and abfo-

Vute bound, to whichthoughinthe

fpeculatiue part or Theorie . many

haue arriued,none euer did 1n pra-

Qife. Since as in thofe of words,
many fubtilties and nimble inuen-

. tionsopprefle and wreftthe beft ex-
pofitions : fo in thofe of exercife
of the body, the inequalitic of
place, as the flipping of ground,
dazeling of fight, many times dif-
order the beft and furelt way of
Defence and Knowledge. \Where-
- fore though by the weaknefle of
mans cafuall nature, wee can pro-
mife to our Scholler no pofitive
fecuritic, yet the imperfetion in
the learner, makes the Art no whit
lefle certaine or fingular.

_To

of Defence_.

‘To thofe that reicct the Sciencg,
becaufe they .cannot promife
themfelues fupreame excellence,is
to reic&the ftudy of Phyficke, be-
caufe hee cannot be a2 Galen, or a
Paracelfus; or if any {hall from the
fall of fome man of the fword (as
ourword men tearme them)bythe
vnskilfull arme of fome rude affai-
ler, contemne our inftruction, I
would hauefuch ayouth turne Mu-
letor, becaufe Vemtidins that rubd
Affes,cameto be Confull, and Za-
lerius Cato the Grammarian be-
came a hackney-man : Fortune not
Science herein is to be blamed.

Notwithftanding , that the ex-
cellence of this Science may not
want Example; I cannot forget the
memorable perfeGtionof the two
Romanes Bythus and Bacchus, who
hauing fought cighteene feuerall

Combats or Dwelloes , returned
| B 4 both




The prinate Schoole

both without hure, and at the laft
were both, at one Paffage, tunne
through and {hine, lecauing no
place to Iudgement, that could
glue preeminence to eyther:wherc-
vpou it became a Prouerbe in Tri-
als ot equaliiie, B:thus contra Bac-
s, But 1 haue digreft too farre
In magnis velss voluiffe fat effs In
high matters it ihall fufhice to fit in
I'babus Chayre, though wee can-
not runnc his full daves journey :
wherefore wee returne againe to
handic the parts derived, which
m:ke toapproucour Definitionsthe
Eje and the Foste.

Thatwhichwee call Stremath, is
rot onely a Bucke-beating abilitie

of thearmesfor the point,towhich’

a'lvie oi weapon is now with great
realon reduced, is not fo blunt
butfmalifo:ce makes it enter :neis
therin Lenge or Paffageis theforce

required

of Defence_. |
requiredfo much as fhifc of bedy,
to which the Eye muft likc a faith-
full Centinell giue warning, and
the Feete nimbly giue perfors
mance : forifthe Eye faile in per-
cciuing opportunitie , or the Feere
intaking it, in vaine isthe force of
arme:on thefe two then weground
Abilitie,to which the udsement

giues the crowne or conquett.
Ncwfor Judgement, as wee faid
before, Zime muft be obferued
when, Diffance where, Place how.
Occaflion of 7ime and Diflaricemay
feeme faire to the cye, yet the
Place may iuftly barreic. As where
openway is giuen to a Paffage with
aduantage, the incertaintic of foo-
ting may caft you too forward,and
diforder your weapon by vnfetled
motion. Againe,Place and Diffance
may both draw you on, yet 7ime
may promife by letting flip thae
occafion



“he helrigre Nehoole

~ceahan fome apenet way to gres-
sc advantage v VAWM euery
Neprhi Bacing of che arme, i0 e
Nesres re make offer of hure co that
Sascthes o home: for fiuch prof-
te marm smes dreawes the aduer-
Ao s Gaara, that negleds a
~.a a7 morr acadlv danger. Latt-
b T and Teas may both fuc=
czesoto vour wihes, vet Diflamee
mii o chacke vour refolution
1310 n¢ shieruauds more then
tne r e Jwapemert required,
woizr peing from our purpofe to
= cown: r ngure, | referre youto
1t iaponiow: worke of Grosen de
-al thelzakar, wno handles this
vorr 2 large. anc hath tooke vp
sz grounc r. the exprefiion
N (= L

T et for our fpeculatiue
sar 1 tun Shaeuce woetesn [ know
o Lan Cliwgles walt e : Whisch

I

of Defence .

I could not omit to fer downe, he-
caule it makes to the honour of the
worthy Proteflors of this Science,
whom I defire the courtenus Kea-
der by no meanes to imagine that
I am fo igrorant to meane, where
any queftion is made of their {uf-
ficiencic in this Booke : for 1 dare
boldly affirme, for generall V* <a-
pons no Country can afford more
able and fufficient profeflors then
this our owne in their perfoe-
mance; whofc teaching 1 wiil noe
difpraife, if it come not within
compafleof thefe following Taxa-
tions, which by way of Cb ection
and Relolution, 1 prefume, [ haue
madec apparantly worthy of centise
to all indifferenc pradtifess.

The




R AR ?a%%’
8 “‘<’\‘&\”\m* 2aRS

oo Dered ot the Teachers
ol Cetence, Cconeved by way
( bge L em, Bailhe prae e
veent ot daans nthe
SlE meniion,

=07 ot iie common Teach-
ers v'e Lui cne orme of
3.2y @8RG recin ol men alike
Tinont o£/fr uiny thz na-
ruve 0m pe Scnolerympetroy 2 beof
;ono; /u:':.' o7 a wlﬂ, or wiie 9er bee
Timki ! a..uwtnpf or 2ifazuini e mn
vm lr Juerte e frcném or weaks
v e o arme or (/ﬂ 27

Refo-

->-

of Defence .

Resorviionwn.

EF that fhall rcach a ftrorg

man with a {ingle weapon e
runne Paffageswith (hift. takes from
him the aduantage of his {t- ngth,
who (hould eyther arrend the Clofe,
or hauing length to his ftrength,
fhould ftanding offend to the nea-
reft,as in this Booke you fhali nde
vnder the title Order for fizk:. Or
hee that (Fall teach a weake man

Jingle weapom or bimding Paffage for

the Clofe of adnantage, forfeites him
to a ftrong mans mcrcy ,2though he
hath much lefle courage or skill
Whereby the defe in the Obie.
&ion plainely appeares, as in ma-
ny other, rifing from cthis ex-
ample.

Obicction




The Priuate Schoole
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Osiecrion L

TH E publike Teachers teash, at

mamy weapons asthey gine st ous
18 their Challemges, # thowgh euery
Weason were vfed with fewerall
Guards and Defencesy one contrary
re another.

Resosxvrion.

THis is meere deceipt, toblinde

the eves of their {pettators in
publicke, as they doe their Schol-
lers in private : for all mentioned
i~ the defe& are contayned in two

weapons, that is fingle Rapierand -

Quarter-flatfe, and their defences,
as vou {lall finde in the rules of
Pradude.

Obic&.

. of Defence_..

—————

OBiection [II.

T Hey teach dll men to lye at 4 fo1-
. bed guard with their whole breft
sowards their enemies, and doe like-

Wife make them truff to a Daggers
defence.

ResorLvrion.

TO giue the whole breft, when

the more thin the body offers
it fclfe to the offender, the more
free it is from being hu:t,is no lefle
abfurd, then if they (hould teach
only to guard the head,& leaue the
breft open: for of dangers choofe

-~ theleaft. Laftly for defence,he thac

trufts to his Dagger, cannot poffi-
bly at that inﬁa§§ offend witll)lot‘!r;c
fame. And there is no furer prin-
ciple then this; there is no good de-
fence without offence: neither good
offence
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The Priuate Schoole

offence withoue defending , which
fince onely the Rapier or Sword
Can moit certainiv doe, the mayne
ot bath muit necetlarilie be caft vp-
on thom,

—

QOfr rcrviron 111LE

LE rglicke fr&/?ﬁr! of thss
o ience | teach nothing at Backe-
Cworc, ana Swora and Dagner ,but

INE CAvE Bl

NI ILvTION.

-

I the point beates the blowin
cn as iefie ingaging him that
profiers @ thrult, then him that of-
je..as with ed ge,which I know and
tne\ canniot deny,itis asmuch pre-
jua:czal. to cheir Schollers.to teach
tnets. tne vare blow at Sword and
Lragger, acit they fhould teach at
Fapicr oncly o theft and not dif-

order ;

vt

of Defence_.

order : the neceflary vle whereof
you (hall inde in the next Ref~lu-
t1on.

Opirerion V,

IN Jingle Rapeer | amd Rapier and

Dagger, they teach all therr Scrol-
lers as they call them, Stucks,otier-
wife Longe, to throw them inte bat
without difordering tleir aduerf?
Rapier : and doc likewife tesch Paf-
fages, to runne them rizns forward
vpon thesr enemie.

ResorvTioNn,

O my knowledge there is mc
offcoding Zewge, ocherwie
Stuckyvpon any man,with any tare-
tic, without dsforder: and no 24-=
Jage that {s done without /42, can

bewithout greac danger.
C Obiest.
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OrircrtionN VI

THn will [uffer thesr Schollers
10 [ce ome amothers praclife, and
Likewsfe shey themfelues will dsfeoner
cuery mans play 1o ey man.

REsOoLVTION.

TO let any man fec anothers
praiife, gineth much aduan-
tage to the fpe&ator, and is much
preindiciall vnto him whofe pra-
&ife is feene: and meft murthe-
rous and damnable in the Teacher
to betray their owne Schollers to
death.

Ori1eEcTiON Vl.l.
Hey will [eldome or mener fighs
i the fame guard they teach
obers : mor fo mnch as bold the fame
guwrd

of Defence.
2vard good to morrow they vfed ye-
flerday.

ResorvrioN,

Heir knowledge is accidentall,

not materiall, they hauc fome
generall notions, which (wanting
Art) they cannot reduce to heads
and principles : how can hee then
be conftant in one guard, thatcan-
not fet downe any for beft, and
yeeld a reafon thereof ?

Hence it comes that [ was taught
more in a weeke by an vnderftan-
ding Artift, then I could icarncin
feauen yeares pra&ife in publique
Schooles. And if any of their
Schollers happen to be excellent,
it proceedes rather out of theic
owne wittic and induftrious obfer-
uance vpon the accidents of pra-
&ifc , then from any cerraine de-

Ca  monftra~
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monitracion of their Teachers. -

Caniiucring all thefe aduanta-
ges and difaduantages, lec cucry
man make his owne l’raalic
vate,and wich thofe hee may hauc
nocaufe to dealewithall : for their
nice trickes in Schooles, or Player-
like ights at many Weapons vpon
\agcs are mere l'hadovs eswithout
tubttance. Therefore let Art and
Nazure be 1ovned 1n one.

Oraer 8 fight.
HE managing of a Quarrell is
 halfe the performing thereof,

12: cusry man be rather Dcfcndcr,
for hee haththe aduantage of the

Ofiender in chovfe of Weapons..

Le: nin: 1f hee bee frong make
cnot’e of 2 fingle Weapon, eyther
veng a long Rapier, or a long

Swoic : for the Challenger hath
tuetdy the duladuanatgeof a firong

man

of Defence_..
man; for hee cannot command his
point to help his weakenefle vpon
the Clofe. Or likewife a Twrkey Sa-
matorie;for he is crooked,and hath
a broad point that will not enter,

and therein is the lealt danger of
all; and is much ava feable for a
ftrong man for the Clofe of aduan-
tageto difarme.

Let himthat is weake of bodv,
and hath afhorc reach, make choife
of a double \Ncapon,bcing a thort
Rapier and Dagger, or fhort Sword
and Dagger : {o may he the cafier
command them to help his weake-
nefle; for he muft keepe his enemie
from the Clofe. Therefore ler him
giue a lictle ground, for chac wiil
encourage his cnemic (3 ftrong
man defirous to clofe)co comcfor-
wards. Then is your Paffage,
Croffe-Paflage with [buft vnc&pc
Qed:: or if he hath lengch and not
C3 ttrengch
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ftrength,lethim offend to the nigh<
cft parts, otherwifeanfwere.

Likewife if a firong man be of-
fender,and hath along reach, lec
him offend atlength to the nigheft
part,orelfe to fecke for the Clofe of
aduantage as aforefaid.

To i:elp the length of 4 fbort man.

F a weake man be offender ha-

uing a fhort reach,let him runne
Paffages vpon his enemie,with as
much /Z:f: of body as he can:Shun
the Clofe; for if hee feeke to hit at
length, heegiues aduantage to his
encmie to hurt him; for his enemie
hathaduantageatlength by reach,
and aduantage of ftrength vpon
the Clofe;or if hee beftrongthough
fhort of reach ,let him make choyfe
ofa fingle VWeaponto difarme.

To

|

-, that dazels muc
“well: for if you offend when hee

of Defence.
~ Tohelp the [lrensthof &

weake man.

T Hree things help the firength
of a weake man : change the
point when the aduerfe feckes to
takeit; change backe to recoucr it;
or clfe open your fide, and then it
is not wellto betaken. -

A good Guard ‘

IS hee that lyeth with the right
fide as thinne ashee can towards
his enemie, and the point no high-
er then the fhoulder, trufting to
your Rapier or Swords defence;for
thereby your enemie hath lirtle
roome to hit,and you the lefle co
defend. And alfoagood guard dif-
courageth the enemie to_offend,
andis ready alwayes to defend. He

¥x neuer defends

Cs dazels,
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S‘ Fay no lungpzr wirkie, regr - -4
L Tyour epemie ther Jrrneace ~Fac.
ding.

Offend alwa YER 1M b 3cvens
comming forward.

In offending e r w PR
weapons point ftraighe 1o e
cnemics breft, for ther, v, aee s,
waycs ready to defend jone sl
and offend yourerem.e.

Many trickes doe i e
trouble the minde: kncw ., i
few; three defends the wrcie.

' Rll(l If?f&f"?.‘:‘.
TH_cxcit but three cermess 1 :
fingleweapon,

1 Losye,

2 Pyflge.

o 3 Chemy: bit: mu Bowe B
#bem backe tv wwy ¢y o
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The pringte Schoole
And Iikewife three Offences.

v Drovder Lomce.

1 Dilerder I’Aﬁg(.

3 1 our binding Paffage for the
Cinic of aa manfage,

The Dagger helpes the Rapier
eipeciallv in twothingsin Offence.

1 Fafiage.

: Crojie Pd_ﬁfge.

And two in Defence.

1 'hen the Rapier bimdes bigh the
Darcer bamdes bow.

3 Or when the Dagger binds high
be Fap:er bindes low.

The chiefeft way to force 2 man
£z 20od pracufe for play or fight,
¥ 22 make him maintaine a fingle
wzaoon againft alladuantages. -

Firiz, Jet him learne fingle Ra-
zner s then to maintaine fingle Ra-
=izt agalsft Rapier and Da ger 3
wnz uxewdle againft Sword and
Lrapner @ and laftly, to maintaine

{hort

of Defence_..
(hore Sword againt all the afore-

faid aduantages.

I haue concluded my rules of
Practife, and thewhole Booke aith
the molt neceflary inftruction be-
longs tothis Science,and the leaft
obfcrued inSchooles, which is the
maintaining of Defets: this bein
the fcope and trueend of our skiIE
tohelpthe weake,wherein the fron.
geh fhall alfo confefle himfelfe to
want this knowledge, if he confider
the vfe thereof in accidenta.! quar.
rels,which cannot be denied much
to exceede occafions forthe field :
for fuppofing himfelfe incident to
fodaine on-fets, how is hce prouis
ded with his wearing weapon, be»
ing for the moft part, 2 fingle R«
pier or fhort Sword o defend him-
fclfefrom theaduaneage of a Swory
and Dagger, Rapier and Dagger,
or Halberd ? whereas by prachife
EEETR
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The prinate Schoole
againit thisvnequalloppofition (as
in the Chapter before prefcribed)
he thall finde himfelfe enabled not
ongly for defence in this extremity,
but alto may offend his aduerfarie,
as [ haue feene vpon the publique

Stage, afingle Rapier moftfhame.

fully foyle both Halberd and halfe
Pike. To adde to this fupply of de.
fe&,1would have a2 man wanting
one hand,or onceye, by pradtifeto
helpe his imperfe@ion : or being
lame in both armes , with his feete
and thifc of body , to cleare that
defect (all cunning in chis Arecon-
{iing more in feete then hands.)
Further,thould one be lamein feet
hauing eyes and armes, I would
have him pra&ife thofe Weapons
and Guards may beft perfe@ his
condition, being neyther able to
purfue nor retyre. This I could ex-

prefic, being a man - my felfe do=
fetive,

~ of. Deﬁmg_,.
FeQiue,but that aé and demonfira-

- gion, not words , muft make this

apparant,, wherein I referre my
fclfe toiudicious tryall concluding
with an Anfwere to one Obietion ,

~ that will arife from meaneft vnder-
_ftanding, being this.

Why fhould fo few of our Fen-
cers ariue to this knowledge, or
to no more height of doing, then
thisdifcouery of their defe@s hath
manifefted?

- I anfwere, thefe two conditions
muft concurre to make a Fencer
abfolute, 47¢ and Natare;now for

' Art cxamine theequalitie of thofe

- Vihers our Mafters brings vp, you
~ {hall ﬁndc:nw'-?l‘{t 5

oliffbemgButchers,
Byt-makers, Shooc-makers, or -
Truncke-makers, men envred 0
the hide, rather able to bear blowes
then auoyd them. \Whencewee fce
-2 Gentleman or Artift,who can re-
duce
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The prisiase Schoole, &c.

duceknowledge vnto rule, in fmall
time out-goes his Teacher hauing
both Hands, Artand Nature, his
Schoole-mafter wanting one, and
many times both of them. Not
that this my taxation reacheth to
all Mafters of Defence : for I haue
feene fome, whom I muft confefle
to be both knowing and able, who
deteft our commonly applauded,
rude, and buffeting play : whofe
Iudgements willbe as far from de-
prauing mee or my worke,as I fhall

be from the leaft enuy towards

them, whom I confefle
muchworthy of efteceme
and reward.

2 &N
"INIS.

GOVRD AV Mbeew ' ; pua

~ - .




