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To thc Hohourable ity

socrE_IY

SW OR D: MEN

SCOTLAND
Eretted at Edmbnrglv the 36 of Februery,lGQi- |

" Gentlemen and Fellow-Sword-Men, -

HAvmg the Honout to be ' On€ of Yout

Saciety, and being fo Fortynaté :as to

be clected at Your firft Meeting prc«
cident for that Year, I think I cannot §ivea
greater Teftimotiy of mir Gratjtpde foy thac
Favolr, and of the refpect 1 bear to the Sociery,
then- by préfenting 'yoir with this Tokeh,which:
although I mibft conifefs bur a very: (rhall Onéj’
yet if na‘rrowly canvafed, will be'féiind tocdn.
rain 'in 1t more of the ]uégemenvdf the:Sword,
thari ptdbably (conhdbrmg its bulky¢ cou]d havé
been expected, -

It therefore bcgé Yout Pmrc&an,&, w,xrh pll |
humxhcy fubmits to- Yoyr imparia -en fures.
For who can be fitter Judges of thic Subjett t?? l
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4 %o the Honpurable Society

this Pifeonale, ‘;gwwms;whomvc (ogene..
roufly engaged themiclves to Mantain, Encou-

rage, and Defennd the Ulefulnefs-of the ART
whereof jt tsepiech. . -

It is tzuc, icitreaseth chiefly but of the Second
Branch; or Part of this. Art; for I think the
Arcot theSmall-{word or Rapicr-may be very.
jultly devided into thirce. Parts, or Kinds of:
Pratice, which are, The Pradtice of the Lef-
{ons uEO.n a Mafier’s Breatt.. The Prattice of
School-glay; ior ot the fame Leflons againft a
Commetad with Blupts. And thePractice ofthe.
'Agﬁ't‘a&;‘dt“hi'oﬂ' feciite part of the very fame’
Leflons at Sharps, for a Man‘s Honour, or Life.
Now of the Firft 8 Latt of thelc ] bave writ al»
ready; of the firft in my, Scats encing-Mafter, &
of the Laft.in the Sword-Mans Vade-meesm: So
that 10 perfic all I'can fay upon this Art, there
‘'only. remaing that I dilcourfe upon this Second
Branch, which is of fq much the more ufc, as,
it s the pnlfy'smpans to make 2-Man petfect in
the Third: For a Scholar may play his Lef-
fans very,exaétly upon a Mafter, whocan nei:.
their petform them in Affaulc nor at Shatps,,
big it is fomewhat rare tofind a perfon dexte.
rous and exa in School play, who cannot pers
form fomething at Sharps, I donot mean by
his nq;&fa;i%)qpagc and .]Fot\-géu{:izfdnefl;s','l;bqib%.
an artfficial Cobiduéy ard Practice of his Lel
[yonf. "f.'$-" , Q/‘danl,eyfﬂ lis PVESTRNS.S BEDEAE -'-”,’An&"

'| 'whetéof You ate’a pre thac

Maie —yyT 7 "

Cnond s it sl eX .

5. Of SWORD-MEM ¥¢.: .5

= "And altho ' therd .may it Our ddonourable

Socicty be fomé, whé know as'muchy may, pers

‘haps more of what'belongeeh tothis, that lcan
difcover to themyand:alfo that it’cannot be fup-

pofed that any will be'adniitced'intor it, who

do niot in fome meafrt undettand how School
Play fhould ‘' be performed 5 yét 'fimay fafely
{ay, " We are fiot all ofthe fame Strengeh and A-
droitnefs ; and however ulele(s ¢his Pelce may

iprove.to fome; yet theré are orbiers who ftand
mightily in need of t, -as well ift.Our Society,
w540 other $¢hools throw the Kingdom : And
«thiy'irt thy O%iﬂi'oh ¢an be no miore a Refleti~
-dn ugon us, -thaw it is ‘upon an{y*mhet Corpo-
tation, that all* belonging o it - are not alike
! dext‘cvqus:&ud?gxge& i the Trade chey profefs.
et sherelone Gk, thae Yo
‘woltic be'diffatisfied at ty’ reegmmniending chis
Difedliele ro” Your petiafal, Teiitp It was méets
‘ly'PoiFche Bncoljtagethene of the Afe, ‘and Tm-
“provement of. ‘sti'c,j' Yoiuith d{ ‘thils Ki‘n&*dom;
.; atta 1 pas af fieft indu-
"g‘eé;ljto,_éntcnhgbd‘;ﬁ;éﬂSubj'ca:A d feigg I may
‘Withour Vanity 4y, 1 have beed nione of the
‘meanctt Inflrdiments o pet(wadidy Mddy Gen-
tlétten to apply themielves o {6, the good ef-
fects of which 1 fee in the Eté&fto% of this Oir

Society s | reft {atisfied as having fully agcom.
plifhed my Defign, and contemning the Gen-

A3 {ures
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6 To she Honourable Sociesy.
fures of Any,who'may Refle& upon me as
medling tob much ‘with.what they judge does
{o litele lye in-my-way ; I think my felf aboun-
dantly recompenced (by the Encouragement
1ee You give the Art ) forany fmall T rouble
or Expences.Lhave been at for the benefit of my
Countrey-maen upen this Subje&, of which, 'if
i be not miftaken, Thave faid all that isnecel
{ar, cicher for the Divertifement, or Defence
-of 2 Mans Perfon. S e R
.- Contipue then, quthrGentlcmcn,-Your
Noble Defign, of Encouraging by this Your
.Sacicty thig:Arr of the Sword 5 and as You have
saft a genegous Coppy (1o the ‘rel} -of; Bristain,
.whereby they:may know what Methad o take
for the Improvement of their Youth in {0, ufe-
(fal an Are; fo lee Your Pralice difcover and
.demanftrate. to the World, That a5 Scotland
fometh (bart of few Kingdoms for producing of Spiriss
$apable of any drt or Scieiseyfo e wil) be bebind noye
fn ddvancing the Nohle Art of Defence, and sraining 4 i
of Swordmen. both to defend It and sher Comntrey #_]):n
“afit ocqa]idb[kéli_ offer.In doing which ,lY,ou"Win not
.only xeap’the Advantage and Bencfic | Your
felves, b a_ﬂo be an Honont to Your Nation,
which that it may for cver ‘floytifh and be Fa-
“tnous fof $word-men, “fhall Bill be the "defire
and hearty withof,
A P ENTLEMEN,
Toyr moft fincere Well-s» iffer ‘W humble Sersiant

{ ]
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. GENTLEMEN, L :

' " OV, may perbaps imagine, that after having
(' writ [o.much alveady upon shis  Subijelt
_ ~ what 1 am at prefent to add 1o ity is likly
$0 prove éilbef‘sﬁpepziﬁom, or at beft bus 3 Repetition,

but 1 muft vell Vi shiat (rictly. confidered it is neither,
' For in this L am.so give you 4 difeription of neither
Gward, Parradsynor Leflon s baving done thas fo ex-
altly in my Scots Fencing-Mafter, shat, were I to
do it again,. leould nas perform it bester, ban by sak-
ing an exatt Cappy of it it being Jo perfeitly eonform
do°¥fse’ common’ Méthod of Teaching, wfed at prefent
throwtbe mof part of Europe, "7

_ But as all Arss rare capable of Imsprovement 5 fo in
Fencing there ave, €ivepmftances ufed now in perform-
ing fome of the Leffonsy which o few Years hance may
be rediified, Cand uponvery juft and folid grownds) o

flgqq{deal of Advantage : So shat altho my Book, be

a

moft exalinow, yet 18 may come so differ a litsle in

thofe Ciroumftances, which. may aftersvards be thomghe
are.agrasabls 19 Reafony and she Navural Sismation

of the Body, | ‘ o How
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. TOmB LAY ofidd i b,
“Alicratinns vy Hagpin; éy{w:fm’nmmwofﬁoﬁn
than any offgntial Dzﬂ'eren;e{ 8o thn} & long as-Feng-
bR "‘ﬁg’ﬁ B bRt K wfefu, Yand
.therefere to thsfe w om;efroun 4z inthe Art I ecannos
8 gtm s 30 Art o gradu-

recommend a
ally from shesgipheft 16 dult Le(flon, that
I may jultly term it, The Rudiments of the Sword for
Beginners,and a (isficient Inftrotter and Repiner of the
Art, ‘t'o"iig})/é"“ivb'b abe either doancing 16, on apriy-
ed it the greatuf Perfoltion shisy ‘v 43 éapable of.
oy Do it 13 e you an Abferal of . she mof eftomsic
al Kidlis i WIS A3s, shat ave only 1o be prafficed gp
Shaips, baviig alfs dome that in the Sword-mans
Vadc- YR, and how 1-bade“Yerfovined 5§ ?hber
L hogvé 10'vbeDesfyn of thofe' 49 sebohi 1 Dediésiy:
lﬁa‘t?(tde.- " RTEIE jr\." wee ‘4{_ ’xiix,
1 éonfSf3" whew X svite tha Rioky 1. vhough néver

o

to e Ha diy'vabre oceafion'ty eulel ipon $his Sl
jed, 5#*‘@"6?’" feqienting J,heii.‘;héi ig-Schaqls, efne-.
cialiy upon the Affaulting- a‘yik,\“zibpére" obferved a
grest mishyy goofy Abfurdivies commred By ghofe b

did Affiubwbich Lin afraid way not only gr&ﬂfi\db}%_
Derifivn 86 fshe st #be veafis alfi'sf obbiers alingebbie’
abfenting Wheinfelves from the SEhR, Ffay she o ferys

ing of thft-tbings itdle vre difooii $hiae Vand all By

zﬂtffe“ who bave. Peated oftbi:‘Sz‘cbje(y,'i bad omml:f}a

Ssmething which wight prove DFfy Benefieial For thi

dmprovement of Youngand perfising of OV Sébolars iv’
| thein

«( 2 o
sheir Pley with Blunts, wnd after having & Vishe fdrz
fidered whtrein this omiffion-day , 1 fSond i e0 8¢ in
the not fetting down of plain and éxad Rudes For ‘Afs
Jaulting ; .. i8 is truein my .Scors Fencing Mafter I
binted g little at i, and gave alfs fome ferd. Dirediions
80 this purpofe, but shey are nor there.nedr. o pareiosss
lar upon-this bead as I intend . they fhall be ab prefens,

So forsbe benefit of Young Sholars, A bopregent
for the-future she like abufes ; 1 bave andersaken fo
draw.ott fuch Directions as1bave by my [Bsllpra-
Chice.frund 0 be mioft advantagious in Sehvol-play; Yot
aretiereforeonly so expect bere thofe Directishsy’ i;{Biéb
are 2o be as. (o manis Guides | fir -your moré Deceite
and Rigular Affaulting', in' ferting dowh of rwhich'K
(ball endeavour 0 be. as. difindt and conspeaidions s
poffible, [eeing 1 will eafilic be underfloed by you for
whom they are defigned, and for others ( as 1 bave faid
elferwbere.) they muft not imagine that the reading a
a fbest’ Grawo of Print will immediaslie infpire them
with as much Art as can make them Affault, No,
that is net to be expecied, '

They therefore muft at fifk (eer their Courfe ans:
ther way, thatir, make Application to fome Fudi.
cious Maftery who by bis Kepmte may be judged ca-
pable so inferult them under whofe Tutovie I hall leawe
thewm umbil he make shem fit 10 pratiice she Jollowing
Direliions , which 1 fhall shen Recommend 30 their
Perufal, but at prefent onlic to the Pra&tice of You wha
are Aéinalliey or bave bien Scbolars o gnd who there=

fore

‘ a
.,__A_L.“,M et e o, e
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fore do commonlie Affault in she Schools upon thefe
Mayes, vwbich by the appontsuent of the Maflers are fes
apart for that purpofe. '

~ Praljife then Gentlemen , -who ever you are , thefe
following Directions, as exaillie as 1fball fet them
down, plainlie and faithfullic,. and then we alt fee
poxndecent Poftures. nor Grimmaces,no Rambling;and
$ut few Gontretemps ' in your School play, the neatnefs
and decengie of which wil) nos onlie drave manie Peoe
Ple go the Schools upon the daies of publiek Affanit, to
behold your plavs but alfo Excite and Encourage manie
20 follow the Sword, which. ever was, is, and fall
be the main Defign of anie shing 1 hall fay upon this,
Jo.Noble and. Gentle-manie, put ( witha kundof Re.
grote I fpeakit )too much peglecied Exercife, ... . |

 ADIEW:

sasssansiot snanus

- Fencing.
sC

. |: JBoy- Sir, tis one of your Scholars,Mr arven

five
lars

O
%
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ADVICE -
¢ . .TO HIs e,
i By Wany Dialoguﬁ- T
. MASTER - .
OY, Go fec who Kooks. . =~ - -

V" Ma. Defite him to come forewards.

| :_ Sch' .'Gd",d motyow S".".:'-l 1 Jee '_',"0?‘-_4.,1;? nos :)ery
_,{,fi!.".b,"tp‘dqy.‘ LT T ce

- Ma. Noindeed Sir;. for you know this is
one c:f my idle days, and when a man fatigues
days in a week for the benefir of his Scho-
15,.hc may very well be allowed one to.himg

felf,to take a little afoand reft in. . Bur pray,
.whag hath broughtyou{o early herethis mor.
‘ning., efpecially feeing it is neither a .day for
-Receiving a Leflon, not Affaulting » |

" Schisindt was upan shat verie Accouns that Imade
chaiceof it o and fecing I have now got' you alone,

M .

e - ..
N T 1 CU P I -
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Al b i 0 i, o il i o bt
‘Hat) h‘é?‘ié“inﬂ'c‘ﬁ’np‘téd%"gz% her ﬁ:’géi a5 1 am
refolved 1o difgoper }frgzh'e to yousmy ming- that fa
you nfgy’ }u . IoIEb1cn' e A IPj} which 1
muft confefs, doth at prefent o a litéle perplex me.
Ma. Sir, 1aflure you I take it as a fingular
Obligatiog, that youufc this freedom with me,
and what gvcr the matter may be, I fhall give
you iy beft Advicei'ir.: Bur pabrictilacly
if it any way relateto the - Are [ protefs , in
which cafe I chink my felf doubly concerned:
Firft asa Friend; and then as your Mafier, to
have your fcraple refolved, and takéh-away,
. ScliFemilie Sir,it is.concoining thedrt Bt is this,
You lqmm 72 is now wpave shdn-a prpdlve mé&% “that
1 bave been your fcholar,and | haye 41l this ti p;pun-
‘Gallié étbided your 'fchoil, “boih for my inruction
and Practices As for the firff | Yoy kqozif‘;ﬁbuihl" ave
amprivenin'ib, fi that 1 sbink § may sithous™ Vinitie
Jayy:vhevo iy wond of Your feholats who ‘pldy their
Leffonr thore exialié, and with & bister Grae upon
-Your breafd then | eam; biitiay i ¥ Prattite (1 l}f_mv
ot sphiak can bé the Igeoﬁd of i) 1 find it as well as
tha of your ovher Youny fibolars, Mark Woughe's for
whes we play dgainft oe dothier swe are verie. oft t
feek what o doand if ve peiform: any shing js is done
‘with [olistle Art and [o frequenthic by way of Contre-
demps ar . exchanged. Torutsyshar} shink it fomewohat
Hiffewle ¢d determine whether we are the besser of what
Yox

r—-v ,
To his Scholar, 3. . 17
yote have saught us or not. s And then if an rignorans .
offer to afault with any of us who are Toung. .Scbqla{':,
they pu s [0t it 5 and dp fo mueh confound ps witls
their_irvegular Thryfts | that they have for the maft
part the better of it 5 Now why fome of yopr Qld fcho-
lars bould behave them{elves fo well againit fuch pers
fang andwe fo ill ? (gqt particplarlie . my, _[? f whe .
bath plied it fo bard for mare shan thefe tweive mon
et bypal, is whay 1‘4'};&*0# refolucd of 7. .And.
alfo, . if.yau have any DiveGlians which yiay, be for
my }‘u’it’b‘ey}’ improverpent. and .{ldp;}mtagg s . That yone
sould'( ias becotneth a Faitbful Mafter) commanisate
thein 10 'nje, as to one whio dvfigns by all meayi isagi-
nable 1 perfire Ihmﬂlf’ in t'lpfé"'A(t whereof you make
profeffiony avd for which 1'bave fo greas an Bfteen:

me riiightily, and it is no {mall fatisfaltion
to ‘me to find you fo fenfible of your _wca_k-;
nef$ in this Att, and that you have allo with’
{o- miuch clearnels and Reafon given ‘me
an accouit of what troubled you 5 But feeing it
is of no greater moment, then whar'you have
told me, | am hopeful 1 fhal be ableto,give you
full fatisfaltion , and very fhortly have. your
{cruple in this matter removed, "' C

 8ch.. Sir, if you oan but,do shae ., yos (hall for
'Wcr;&",f"lrmlk"”d'le/ Joo i e
' Ma. Be pleafed then but to fpend. this. one,

what

day. with,meand with-pepand-ink mark down;

Ma. 1 confefs Sir .your Dilcourfe pleafes



"' The Fencing Mafters Advice
what T fhall diGat e you , and'if ] do nor lay
down fuch infalliblc Rules for Affauliing,
as fhall make you(when you come to pradtice)’
acknowledge they aré fuch. then ¥ am fatisfied,
that younot only quite my {chool ; But alf} o
ficem me asan'itiipofer upen Yoach, and one’
who confiders more his ptivate interet and -
Advantage , than the publick Good and .
ptovemcnt of hisScholars , and I am hopefal
that as yet you do not Joal’c',upon me asfuch;
Sch, No indeed fir, for if' 1did 1 swould not give..
yok sbis trouble, bus now feeing she Morning is fo far
edvanced Iet ts lofs no time; gnd be you alfg I intveqt
yo, as methodical and [hors in your Infiructions ag
poffible. L o
' Ma.. 1 fhall endeavouir it what I can, but for
the more ordetly procedure it will not be ami(s
to make a lile digreffion, and thew what Me-
thod all Mafiers fhould rake for the bettes, ac- -
commodating of their Scholars when they are |
o Affaalt. ~ - L

How a FENCING-SCHOOL fhould be Ordered, .
" for the betser accommodasion of the Scholays,, . . :

Fir]h A Pencing-School being a place,whete
- Perfons of the beft Quality do frequenitly
refore for their Exercile and- Diverti ements,
¥ would therefore haveicvery Mafter :o-ngak{e '
o choife

o bis Schollar, &c. - 1y

hoife of as large, well lighted, and well aired.

«[an one as conveniently can be had, bhaving if .

poflible, a little Room entering from it, for
the Scholars to fhift themfelves in before, and

sjpfrer Aflauleing, which would be much betex
vlthen for them o be put to the nceeflity of fhifs

ting before the whole company : Both which
Rooms fhould be kept alwayes neat and clean,
and {ufficiently furnifhed with Chairsor Fotms
for the. Schollars, ot other Perfons who come
out of curiofity to fec the Affaulting, to fir ue
pon, and 1 would have them {o placed as . no
wayesto incommode the Aflavfters; -neither
(unlels the School were fo throng that there

any to ftand fave the Mafter, who is to'be as
Direcor and Judge of every thing which thall
pafs inthe Schcol, becaufe fuch Perfons when
they fland, do commonly fhife from place to’
place, which not enly occafions a noife in the
School which is very undecent, but alfo inter-
rupteth the Affaulters, and is oftimes the caufe’
of makingone of them receive a Thruft,which
had they not prefled and incommoded him’

ith their fhifting hither and thither, he mighe

ave prevented : Now the reafon wfmy I would

will prove a means both to draw company thi-

delighg

were not feats enough for them) would I have

have a large and pleafant School, is becaufe je:

ther, and to caufe the scholars rake the more
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06 ~ The Fencing-Mafters Advice
delight in their Practice, which none can do
when they play ina dark and nefty Room.
. Sesandly.  All the Shoes and Flurers fhould

e To fgix. Schalar,, 8. 7

 Latws 10 be Obfeived

Sl In - A FENGING SGHOOLS.

be hung out of the way, the neglect of which|j™ =+

bgth allo its inconvenijencies: For whn they
hing near to the place where theAffault is made;

if any of the Aflaulters ( when they are clofly||:

purlued) do but retire fomewhat near.
wall, i mmec}’iady thete comeéth db?tf ta%g:zi
ll;s cars a pair or two of Flurets, which- with
the {urprizing noife they make, do allo ma.
ny times occafion the teceiving of a Thruft
thetefoic evety thing which may any- ways in-
q?m‘?"dﬁ‘thc A'{Iaudrers, fkould be taken no-
tice qfand preveried gs much as poflible: And
thiug.muclh for the School it 1f p.otﬁbl;: And
. Yow.a Mafter baving ordered his School.af.
ter ql;,\\s,,xqapp:cx', I'would havehim id‘nhot’,?ébaxft'
place, affix.in {ome expofed and cohwesient
patt of it (that they may:be in the viow of )l
and..the better taken narjce of) thele follsuspg:
La,ws,,wh;ch indifpenfably all perfonsiwlofré.
quent the: {chool fhould -be abliged tovoblbive
undesthy following Penalties, it belngiingofl
fible for any Mafler to have either Ordervas
Degency inhis Schioelwithoyt thery, - ~ v -

s

S h Lawy

“u|..and liketo

“W'N' the Firft Place, 1 would have the dayes
of the week appointed for Afaulting, na-
med,(which fhould be at leatt once a week,
and no Teaching to beupon that day) and e-
“yery Scholat fobe advertifed that be Is to fore-
fault fo much, if without a reafonable exéufle,
he fhall upon {uch dayes abfent himfelf; otthe
“relevancy of which, the Mafter is tobe the on-
Y5 yadee, 0w oo
* Seeondly, AUl Curfing, Swearing, and ob-
{cene ot titidilcreec Language, fhould bé bani.
“fhed the' School as much as poffible, and the

 betee fo prevent it.

| 4 1 PR

" Thirdly; Not only upon thofe Aflaulting
" dayes, but alfo theé whiole week throw, all pet-
_fons, as well Scholars as others who are only
Spectators, fhotld be obliged tofilence, a leaft
,‘,ggdi[cbd;f?, within their Voices# For there can
- 'be nothibg nore 'un(ccm[y?’*tbap to fec a Fena

¢ing-fchool (which fhould bt & kind of Nurfe-
'y foraccomplifhing of Youth) dHf in confufion

’ 04 Bir:law-Court, wheé there is no-
 thing td'be Heard but a Clatcet “and Noile of

| ' Tongyes, Whereas: in' & Fesging-fchool chere
| RSN AN S PRI

fhould

Y]




. To bis Scholary &c: 19

dersperceive, they fmilcag them {(and with jult
{ reafon) asbeing bcth ignorant and imperti-
§ nent ; therefdye iwould be a grear deal more
| commendableinthemy to be miorg careful in
| re@ifying their own faults,and lefs firiét in cen-

. Iv. | furing of others ey

Fourshly, No Scholar.orother Petfonfhoul§ - = - . vie oo
prefume to Aflaule, or offer to pretént a Flt . ‘Siashlie, . No:Scholars under fix Moneths
ret to any, without having firt asked the M4 : Teaching . (unlefs the Mafter fhall ﬁn(? them of
(ters conlent. -~ B ani extraordinary capacity and adroitnefs )
v.' fhould be allowed to Affanlt in publick, bue -

Fifiblj, No Scholar nor Spe@ator withourdj till thac rimé they.are by theit private Affauiles
a licence from the Mafler, l‘go'uld offer to dff- which theg: have’the reft of the week, to pre-
ret or give adviceo any of the Scholars, widf pate_ themfelves:for their publick Practice ac
are cither taking a Leffon or Affaulring : [ had: the fix Monetbs end 3 And | am confidenr it
heard feveralls when theit Commierads havd:ithis were ¢xadly. -oblerved, the School-play
' been Affaulting, call to them after this manney : would appyar a great deal prettier,and bemuch
Why do you not now make a Feini:There w 'trace,; than iv. is. at prelent in ‘many ot the
- agoud time for Commanding, but you diff::S¢hoolss - - v
- nottake it;Why doyou not now putf{ue bim§ - .0 VI ot
O, fec what a brave opportunity for giving{. - Sevemhlies . No Scholarsynder a QWCIWQM{?
Thruft he hath loft, becaulé of hisnot Redodfi - neths ftanding, fhould be. fuffered 1to play n
bling ! And a great many more fuch expreiff ~their cloaths or walking {Haes,becaule the plays
fions as thefe, which are very unbecoming i ing:inthat Garb, hindereth them ftom ftretch-
pon twq,a'cqﬁu'nts: l"it‘ﬂ', bccaufé w{(h‘om pef- iag,-;~ahd;fo..-th.eu';30;.iles Caﬂ;;p,flihﬂ)_',(,.-hct (0.. 'Y'
miffion t;h?f take upon thiem to play the Mgt -able, nor theit mations {o fiibrilg 4nd Iwiff,as
fler; And (econdly, becaufe ,t‘ﬁ";'y reprove ofifl - 1s abfolutely meceffary for_every Manto have
a

times their Commerads for the §l .before hegan bea good Sword-many, -

18 The Fenciag-Mafter’s Advice
fhould be properly no noife heard, fave that|
‘the Aflaulters’Peet,and Flutets; and of the
fter’s Advices and Reproofs,which he is to gi
to thole who ate Aflaulting, or who do not|
behave themfelves in the School as they ough

!

they themiclves are molt guilty of, althoug = .« VHIL i s o
pethaps 1ot {enfible of it, which When B}".fhan Lo Kightlies, Nene }hqqlg !;5 %51?‘5%&9,9% v"

| c -’i'hl““)'s; . - |
1 &
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“-bove three or  four fair "given ot receiy _ ;
Thrufts ar a time, becaufe Mens - Vigogexchanged , J wauld have alwayes she Thruft
- if they play briskly, as they fhould is [pent j

'Ar’ms’ Wricﬂ's"rhighs, O[chs'ﬂ]OUId'dei

* engage with tharps, may either for hisowtfiftealonable that asa p ) ) A
+fety, or to'difable his adverfary, Thruft ac ffering todefend his perfon, he fhonld be chat-
- ny patvofthe body: Yet i Schools ( thac thiged wich. the r.ccewal ofa Th.tuﬁ,notwul}ﬁand-l
ricatnefs of play may the beteer appear) -nging of his giving, another at the fame time to

~ "Thrufts hould beallowed or accounted as faidhis Adverfary 5 bu if after endeayouring a
‘whichare niot. given in the Trunk of the BodyJParrade,and having failed in it,he fhall reccive

- that is;"benéath-the Neck, and above the head aThru[}, aud then give the c:gclx.arlgeci. Thruft
* band of the 'Brecches, as to the length 5 anffin the time of the othets rccovcrmgrhxs Body,

OBl ot the better preventing of Cor

" 120 Tbe Féneing Mafters Advice o\ To bis Scholar, &C: 2t
tetemps_in School play s when Thrufts are
o be decided in: the pecfons; favours who. was

that time; and all that they do afterwards ghe. firlt Lancher . out of the Thruft, fuppole
* but flow and without lite, which maketh afpis Adverfaty fhould alfo give him. another,

play to appear but dull and unpleafant, anfput without ever going to. the Parrade, .or of= .
. thetetore they had better after three or fofering to defend himfelf with his Fluret (for I
“ Thrufts give place to the reft; and fuffer anfwould haye all Detence with the left Hand in.

othet two to{ucceed 5 in which time they magichool play.to be banifhed, excepr again(t Ig-

" " recover their Wind and Vigour,- and fall to gnorants) and-this is but juft, becaufe it can
~ again if they pleafe, - e

. - Thardly be fuppofed. that a Man will thus fools
) ) lx' - . RN ] ]
" Ninthlie , Tn Schools all Thrufls at the Facdefign was meerly to hit, and not to fhiw his

re,by firft endeavouring to parric the Thruft,
(which is the mainend ot Aflaulting) it is bue
calonable that asa punifhment for not firft of«

charged : For although a ‘Man whenhe ist

: oh the one was the firft Lancher

within'the two mo:(}dcrs, asto - the breadth ofthen both fhall be charged with'a Thruft, be-
¥) 4t the

' 'the )de'ly'f;-"}Fdr‘a'l'l jetking (or popping, out itavfe althou
A"Athcy é‘l':'i . . e L) :
1y noigtacewith irbur alfo-fpoylech-allifchoofvouring a Parrade and failing in i, returned

rms ot Legs, hath niatorfout of the Thruft, yer the other after endea-

play, which {s:what 1'amat prefent:only:dihim another before he recovered himfelf, or

coytfingof, X

tretemp

ifbly ventare his Life at fharps, -and feeing his

got off: Now his not geteirig guickly enough
T B3y off
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off, fhows he commitced a grofs fanlc, contras;
ry to the Rulesot Are, for which allo as a pu-
nifhment to hiny he is-ro be ‘charged with the

Thruft, and (o they are tobe confidered as flill

in equal terms ontilanother faic Thruft thall!

be given : 1 know thar one Contrerery h
- given » 4 N LD ntretemips,or one
exchanged Thruft at fharps, s of g’rcatér con:

{ quence and more dangerous than: a choufand

w.th Blunts, but the beft and 0.1y way 10 prev
vent them ar fharps, is to be very' careful, and
toavoid them asmuch as is poffible' with Biunts,

oblerved,will not a litt e contribute,

to which Iam confidenr this Law if pun&ually |

X,

Elevemblie , As] faid before . ‘all Defence
with the left ha':d in School pld&(h?iixk? be glfc
charged, (excepr againft Iynordnes and greac
Ramblers) For it not only taketh away a great.
deal of the varietv'of play, but it is alio noways.
(Gracetul to fee two making nothing but Jerks
and half Thrufls at oneancther, and lying u-
l};on 3 Catch with their lcfi Hand,as it the Sword
hand forfcoth wete no otherwayesjetnl, nor:

notto be made ufe of but in Off ndin :
Thrufting s 1 fay thercfore once again ﬁ?rg a?l‘t
that although at fharps the ufe of the left Hand,
and thrufting at the Face, Arms, or Thighs,
are of grear ufe and oftimes very fu rpru’zing‘,yc:
becaufe they binderthe variety,and take away
a great deal of the gracelulnels of {chool play,
~ - - lam

To his Scholar, 8Cy ~ 23,
am clearly of the opinion they fhauld be dif-
harged in all publick Aflaults, apd -only al-
owed in private,that fo the Scholats may know
how to perform them, when there fhall be a
necefficy tor ir. Buw there is as 1 faid, an cx-
ception to be made here ; For it were. molt un-
reafonable when a Manis to Affault againft an
Jgnorant, or greac Rambler, todifcharge him
tEc benefit of ufing his.Ictt hand, becaulc {uch
perfons when they Aflault they do it out of no
other delign, but_cither to baffle the Arift if
they can, or to fhow thac their Ignorance is as
ufeful to them, as the, others Art is to him s,
Thetefotre Liay, in this calc an Artift fhould
take all the advantage he can, becaufe his Res
putation aud Credit ina manner dependeth u-
pon .it, and theietore the ufe of the letc Hand
being fo beneficial againft fuch irreguwar
Thrufts, asin reafon may be cxpefted from
thofe who have the confidence to make Igno-
rance compeat ‘with Are, it fhould certainly
without Controvetfic be allowed 5 But, excope
in thiscafe, Iam altogether againft the ule of
it in School play, and that for the above writ-
ten Reafons.
‘ XIf, =

Twelfillic , Although in moft.part of
Schools one Command be reputed equal to a
Thruft, yet becaufe a frequent endeavouring
to Command dath allo prevent the ,variec;" of
play
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play, I'would have that caftom alered, ‘and
no lefs than two Commands to-be teckoned e- |
qual with:a Thruft 5 I confes ac fharps it is one

of the beftthings a Man can defign (although
it be both difficult and dangerous to perform)
for by that means he not only (aves his own ho-

nour,but hisAdverfaries lfe,which all generous. -

Men fhould endeavourasmuchas s poifible

but although T allow Commanding to be ufed
in School-play ; for it were unrealonable to.ba.

nifh it-altogethie; yer I am (il of the opinion

that two-Commands thould only be accounted -
as one Thruft; -alfo no ftrugling is to be allow-

cd tothie Commanded after his Fluret is'once

carched-bold of; ot tripping to the Comman--
derafter he is Mafter of it any thing which.

may appear like ftrife or contention in Schoeols

being by “any means to be avoided, and that

alfo for the Reafons betore mentioned.
R >4 § § CHEEE
Thirtetnthlie, 1f in an Affault there fhall hap-
yen a Flurerto be broke, the perfon in whole
Hand the Flurer is, fhall pay it, according to
the value fer ‘upon it by the Mafter: Itis rrue

there have been Debates concerning this, (ome .

alledging that it a Flurer be broke upon any
perfon, it is but realonab.e he fhonld pay it;be.
caufe he did not defend himfelf better from the

‘Thruft, but ro give my opinion in this matcer,

it is *be confidered, That inan Aaulc ;. Blu.

Jreingalready punifhed, it were hard to punifhy

ly. pinithed with the pay ment of his Flurer: So
for thefe Reafons I would have it declared that
the perfon in whafe hand a Fluret is broke

| whatever may be. the caule of it J fhould als
wayes pay it, and this decifion I think moft ¢--
qual to takec away all debates whatfogver,which

may arife upon this head, o

XV,

Ee aPrize put forth by the Scholars,to be played
for by all perfons-who intend to fhowtheir Ase

Yo -his.Scholar, &c. . . 2y .
ermay. be broke two wayes,either by a Thruft
r 2 Blow; Firt,if it be by a Thruft,then ivis moft .
iufl thavhe who gave the Thruft thouild: Pfa}y it,
. fecaufle.che other hath already received Affrone -
knough by getting the Thruft, and his.perfon.

is putfe alfo. Secindly, Af it be with a.ftroke
- ifor blow, it muft either be by giving one upon .
Jyour'Adverfaries Flurer,or reccivingone upon
‘lyours from him; now if you givea blow upon
fyour: Adverfaries Flurer,and with it hteak your .,
Jown,. it is.but juft..yau fhould pay ity becaule.
‘lyou was the caufe of it,but if with your ftroak
i [youbreak your Adverfaries, then he muft pay -
:}it;becaule by his Arche fhould haye prevented
fuch a {martblow,and for not doing of it is juft. -

Fourseentblie,It would not be ami(s,.t.i)ilt-‘,is{tl‘xcte
is one day at leaft of the week appointed for pub,
lick Affaulting,fo these fhould encealfp a year

. ang
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and this would notonly caufe Scholars be more .

diligentand: defireons to improve themfelves,

but al{foexditea curiofity in‘a great many peo-.
leto be:inflruéted in the Ax, 'who now never:
o much:asthink of ic: For nothing hath a.

grédte influence upon Mens aétions than. Ex-

ample, .andif people tan be'but once drawn'ro.
the Schoalsout: of ‘a curiofity to view and ob..

ferve the Seholars Affaults, it'is ten to one but
thefame curiofity lead:them next to try what
they cari-dothemfelves, .and by this means the
Schools would:not ‘only becrouded with {pectas

tors, but the'Kingdom. alfo furnithed with A- -
droit arid Couragious Swordnien, to eflefiar
which;; is the main, if ict whole defign of our -

jmployment,

Laftly; It fhould be with. one con(cnt'vrc{c‘)l”-w
ved upon, that whoever ‘fhall contraveen any

of the'preceeding Laws, is to forfeit Toties Quo-
sies, {o muchas fhall be agréed upon by the Mas

ftcr and Scholars,which fhall go to the irfe of the -
Maflers Boy, for his gréater encouragement -
to take care of the Scholars. 'Cloaths, and to

keep all things belonging to the School neat
and in order, which Refolve fhoulid be affixe
vo the pieceeding Laws, “and fisbfcribed firlt by -
the Mafter, ‘and then by all the Séholars and
ethers who commonly:Affaule upon thofe puibe
“Thus'Sit have I facwn you how a {chool
fhould be ordered to make it convenient, ?nd
" what

o ‘bis Scholaw, ¢re; o 2§
what Laws:fhould ke obfetved in‘it;, to make :
the Atlaulting the more decent and regulariby:. .
this nowayestefteicting Mafters, whoare free -
to add what they fhall-think convenicnit,and -

I take away : what they fhall judge' lupeffluousz™:

For 1 donotpretend to beran infallible Law.
giver to all-Mafters, but that which 'femains .
and is the moft difficult of all- (although [ exs -

.peét alfo with your Aplaule to go'throw with -
ity isthe giving you (uch Rules for Affaultiig, :-
' astharagain(t whatever perfon yon engage,you .
‘may- ftill reap benefic by - your Art, by which -

means you wil! not only have the fcruples you
propoled: to me removed; bur alfo be latisfied -
that I'have dealtingeruoufly, & frankly ditco--
vered to you the whele uyfiéry of School plays
- Sch. Sir, By the reafonablenefs of what bash been -
already faid, I may judge of thetruth of what is to. '
follow :” Rut it Jeemesh 30 me very range that fwbek
Juch exaltRules for decency in fehools may be obferved,
there are few of our Mapters do o much as ever think.. ‘;
upon them,although the obfervance'of them would cer-
sainly o much send so make themfelves refpelled, theiv |
Art admired, and confiquently their fchaols more. fres
quented, ' B L
Ma, This Sir, 1 confefs I have marvelled:
at my fel{ as much as any, and at firft could
not imagine what fhould be the teafon of this
their (0 unpardonable a negle€t, bue after a-
more {erions Refle@ion, Ifound that theté arc
- | ¢
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a great many who: take upon’ them the Name
ofMafter, and pretend to: Teach this Art, who
havebut little of the Judgement of it, and what-

ever their Praltice may be, - yet their commu-

nicative Artisa meer Rote, which by-a conti-

nual feven years repetition of Leffons (the or-

dinary - Term of: Apprentithip) they have fo
anrooted in them,thar put them off-their com-
mon jog-trot of ‘T'caching, they are imme-

diatly put to a Noplus, and if you ‘ask.chem .
a.ireafon for the mofl. part of what they.do, |
they will tell you that it does not become: you |
to ask Queftions; and that you are-only:to.do - |
what:they defire you; and if you: prefs them |
furcher, then is thisunjverial Reafon given for -
ally. 1, was Taught by. fuch a pérfon who was -

reputed. a brave Mafler and excellent- Sword.

an, and thus and shus he raught me; Apain
off 1. but to, dilcourfe, with them copéerning a-
ny.of the intricac Poines belonging to the Art,

and you fhall immediat]y find them ejther fhife
the dilcourle, or tell you that thefe Quicflions
you.arg asking are ( drcana Gladii ). profound
fecrets, which mutt.nor be difcourfled of, nor
revealed to any,but fuch as intend to make pro.
feffion of the Artalthongh perhaps it pu to i,
they can.give no beteer fatisfaction tothe point
in.queftion than this. fie dixit Preceptor,a mean
and ignorant kind of An(wer,unbecoming any

who pretend to the Name of Mafter, -
O REEIC O TE A Now

t
4

o o

* “To bis Sebolar, &ci G t?’
Now 7 {ay when a man chicf delign-isonly
to Ei(;in toatyhc (uperficial practice of ;he.fworg
( alchough 1 contels this. s, par,dgnqbl;; enoug
inGentlemen whorage not to.make any pro-
feffion of it, but to ufe it. meerly for tu;i’ Di.
vertifment ot Defeqce) J',c_c, for mafters to ,‘a.vs
no more, is an unpardonable weakoefs, an
le theit Pradice be never fo good, yee,nat be-
ing able.to give a lufficient seafon for cvery
thing they. do, they ought to be -looé{: d upon
as good Practitioners, but bad Inftry 'mé and
when-a man thus contempsJudgement andRea-

' fon, he makesule of the Husk and throws away

el,-and.no. wonder then if he allone.

g:&ﬁﬁi%&émy and Regularity in his SchFo],

his defign being only Gain, and.mo:clto up,

ply his pocket. , then improve his fcho l?.rs ‘{!nff
derftanding and judgement 4 . oF g;xn imfe

Efteem and Repate where heliveth, -

| is1 am not fo foolith as_to main.

‘ ta'igut'l?ga:hMaﬁcrs fhould communicate their

Att’fotanthing-, yet this I think, that a mafter

. fhiould have ancqual profpect, Eof-lmp:{’)vc

-his feholdrs ‘as well in the fTheomquc;.s ra.

&ique partot his Art ':asto advance his ogg

" Fortune by what théy beftow upon him : Be-

fidesthe Artof Fencing hath (uch an uncxhau

. ftable Treafurcof Varietics, that he muft nceds

" have a-very fhallow Brain,. and be fitangcly

+ weddetlao s Mafteds opiafons, who cannet
L:védgitd 1o his ’ maje

-~

S
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. other Att,to lay-its Biits & difcover its inchant
“ents, bipecially when oiitfew'can go beyond

-~ rither fay Pretéiidets to that Tile) Tam dif
“coutlingof. - oo o

~ this Ignorance and’ meanbels of Spirir, feing |

* ‘cate what they know to theit Schollars 5 par-

 Machrie; at pre(entv(]udgc and Agbitrator in
~all publick Tryallso
. -being guilty of this Ommiffion, that he ra-
- ther I.may fay, .runneth; it poffinle. upon the
- otherextream .for which he is very - much to

ivisfo methodical;and o conform to theR yles
= ‘};olffArtv,f -and folid-di€tats.of Realon,. tha there

©R0  The Fening Maflers Adyice
- make (ome Oblervations and Improvement
“¥ery much to-the advantage ,and foutided all

-upon folid grotnds and moft convincing Rez
~ fong: For lnverition and Varicty are two of th
- Hinges upon which-thie: World' movetk; an

- Which with their Charms do bewirch ahd de

' lude the moft part of Men, and feing Fencih

is fo ' well furnifhed with them, | know no rea
fon why it fhould net be allowed as well asan

“itastocither s buel ‘ktiow none are - moret
be blamed for this than thole Maftees, I fhould

" For far be it from me to tax all Maﬁcfs ‘with

certainly know theré are fome to be found in

thefe Hlands,who are moft undetftanding and|

‘judicious, and who take delightto communi-
ticularly we have in this Kingdom one Mr.

skill, who s fo far from

be commendet, and for'his way. of Teaghing

can

To bis Soholar, & oy

can bé nothing more exaét, which cvidently
appears by the regularity of {uch petfons play
who have been any timg his Scholars ¢ So that
without being thought to. Comnplement him, I

may fay that both for  his Theory and, Pra-
&ic}é, l¥c may compeat with moft Mafters,

‘having more tkan oncc given preof. of the

Later at Sharps, , and the truth of the For-
mer will be evident toany who will-but take
notice to his method of Teaching; hc;pach alfo
amongft his other Qualifications, this advan-

" rage which manyMafters waat,for he.is not.on-

lv 2 great Mafter of the Small,- but alfe-under-
ﬂyandgcth the Art of theBroad (;t Back-Sword to

. perfetion: fo that 1 have feen feveral Englifh 8

Irifs who pretended to be publick Gladiagarsto
batfled by him, when out of civiliry lie prefen-
ted ther in his Schoo! with a‘Cudgel,that any
Artift wonld have judged ‘them fo_have been
but the Scholats, and him the Mafter, ashe
indeed was but top ‘mtich, confidering the
advantage his juft and fmart play: Had over
‘theirs: And really Sir, relating to this fubje&t I
am difcourfing of; 1 can fcarce gite you a more
friendly Advice, than to defire yquto be ac-
quaitited with him & if you will give your felf
biit the trouble to comminicate to him what I
hive, and fhall fay fo jou upon this (bjeét, 1
doubt hot in the lealt b he will ‘approve Qf’ it,
and Beone of the At who' fhall caiile oblerve
in his School thefe Rules I have laid d?\v&x f?:

aule-
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~ ralterof bim: For 1 find the:generality of Fengi

o cani td repr‘oach callumniat, .and lefJen their-efteem
- all: tlae meéan and bk]é metbods. imaginable; where

but:you bdve an efkeem for, and gives: 4 favoura

" prove only thefe who are guitty of Emr:,@@mmtﬂipn ﬁ’ Qs CB e di’é ch ai rxH &‘g Pro ﬂcﬂ'
fors ?"

e

~for it,Jam po more concerned.in him thini

~any qther Profeflor, but" 1 think cvery MM

- fhould have his due. and ] think bis 1 i mth

- maore, as lefs than what ] have glvcu; s gt
a

, wifh all Mafters wc;qq[):hc like tertiper: FV

R
AL N

“| ,f (EY o8 n.m-
. t ! \\-h

e Td lm Scbdarj ‘&C?“ 1’%"

i aré 5!?‘ tigofi-pet fons of thié fame profeﬁ”
‘ hé RLXE én’)a't’ﬁth Odds & Variasce ogfé’
ﬁith‘iﬂftﬁcr ¥ &tihcy are li:m‘celv inf eak”
ing cégc o g%agéh Sal? tlh(;j VcanktiQ t w
o away 8¢{tdutde ts Schools’ aklpg th
M‘ﬂ;:‘ n:;v ’ tﬂ;’)ge.f’;doz]ufe;b; mmz,, fdr ”;ﬁ;, bélkive that thcykhavc a raeer’ Dfxqt‘ﬁnﬂ ‘Igng
of eommending their Brother: Profiffors.they do ratit of ' MAReE tg’d caI w:th,’ahdihatthcni‘i
(él@cs arg'the’ oﬁ]y Perforis ﬂiouhj be Appiycé’
td, 'to hiake fhéth ‘Sword mici’y” this way ofF
deiling Wheither: chcmuﬁ ncl"‘ gt auq{

Affaulting, and-alfo add more of his. own,t
them,as he fhall think fit and convenigne..

Sch. 8ir, it feems this Ma{}er andyott fmuj}
very ihtimatethat you give me- fo favourable' & o

T pevceive yom are quite of another temper 5 foryor r

it is'tio' Worjdgt tl c’

a dx’ﬂi
hch"ddmuddefa‘h wnecm e” 19 t

charalier of fush who by their carriage and: conddl] A 1

"defervc 10 be syell lookt upon and mamragad. 0 P perefo QiEY Fﬁt ak e é’dvﬂé"

'~ Ma.  Sir, although I cannot deny, but th ﬁ;ch’perﬁ)h Pwn&'l retommt‘ b‘il rfCoal
Mafier of whom Iam difcourfing is.of my a4cerd and Unity, and thictheél” Bu'ﬁ‘ befo f
quaintance, yecl affure you there is nothin fgotnédntgntibn&dﬁimof tys haéthey fHoli d
of Elatery in what I have faid,for 1 am confidefrachier liive®tnbnthly Contértheedico heetifnl

. every judicious Artift wlio knows the mérh thE“Arrﬂnnd‘(hoas of teacyig® ’hhd if zhet
 he ‘taketh to communigate his Art, will confe ob{erwzd this the WGu ld tot, 0 “‘1 ‘aifh
. lie fully deferves the Applaule 1 hayé givet

comc’éor hand Ul e us“but‘ﬁﬂfo
him,and upon any other acCount,také vy Worf reCH R 3“5’ iy ﬂd& s Ol‘) 6‘m?mé{fns 'WHItW
i m fafi "Be o tHb’i’t‘"tt’ﬁd‘ung dnd §'make the

h&d of cbxh’t’l&\fmcanhg CHETt & be* otii:

1d: be [E (3 i'U{n’ the thrcdKi g«lmm ¥ hith
&‘ 1 Biir fﬂ]é Ky “of téachingw et cdn bes
}Bhﬂted the e and wh ﬁ‘&%dn‘ﬂnd«w

Wiaftct that pefteHon ton hid
dd add"ag l?i)\\iéh}ﬁh HeB AR e nee gik
Mo ﬁtacb, it gmvc&shxm a liude hixedly (o
Qof

Uovc to deal fairly and Judgc impattially,a

;\syou jmvc vcry wc\llo (‘crvcd, ftisa ﬂfa
o ‘ a'

L .&L'.
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gtermine which jof-thiem bie. fivald apply to

tobc s infeudter, aod being.wich:th Co,
ol i e i e |

bcs thus pufle

olves tox ploy qoncq p cm, butto, make
the be[! e ¢an, of what courage | gu;i
hath bﬁ@wc nmn lm, atid, thys inflead'o
gammg redit qr reputc tq :1;mge}ves or ine.
crm fling the £ ccm Ar, ;sz both éga

Fvcs Lau tat, andx he Akt negle
and uh c;valucg
the future th ﬁ »wnll be fenfible. of, thelt Errots
in this as we|l asor crp rqcy ats, and chcpw
vourto rcé{x g;l f;m 3 {ure. ;t would prdvq:x

both for ‘their Tnterefand. dvaqtqge it - ;l’xey

did, 'and Jo lga,vc t}t jm avmg madc to0
longa igh, confidering ;bc qrt umpl\
bavcto pqgt e‘(wu yow , ...

 Sing it b my misfortsne tbat ou, um;at in ‘{ it
Imggr apon this matser; for by what you bave[ai
aps.clearly ¢ wm:‘nced, you conld [qyza great a’cal;mort,
. #pon_sbe Hegde ., .

.. Ma. Sir, 1'beleive T conld and_to’ f;msﬁc
your curiofity, and thow that [ am nowaysnicé,
or fcrupolus, ' to d:fcourfc with- you frccly [
any-thing 1 ignow in this matter,] am fatisfied;

again, and whatever you propole i I
endeavour to give you all the farisfa ian.{n i,

that when, we have a fic ¢ ogportpmty we 4}‘;&5
Lcan, butat. prefent leer mc p olecute my de-

bug I'am hopeful that for.

fultihg,

Yo bir Scbolaf, &a.
which when’ praifed, _hiay make

you fenfible that thie labour: arid painsyoy have
takcﬂ infollowidg this Aft," s 6t {o'mueh 1A

{vain and tono pi irpoic

“$ch. With all m m ‘Hear

a Reparty fuable tox
ting ohe 4 atpr ctem and
upon’ ak an ndi(pcn{ib

{dlve

i
e

ﬂanccs Vit

Fir When

fign to give you fome inf; L; &ulcs for A -
igato give y ’f g

. Krs Breaft,

as yoti do imagiti¢. -
S;r and I maff bearti]y

thahk yos for the propifall you ‘bive made, Mmb ldg-
fuve you I flall nos let flip she very firft Occaf on hall
oﬁ‘er, there being notbing 1 Qa}‘@ more delight in, than
) bear témﬁ: rdmmﬁ” di /Ea rﬁg oﬁ ’ efpeczq”y by
oné wbo can do it fo mll 4 T pme:'kle Yo carte

M. This Cornplement Sir, is ]at veky fen?
fible tar beyond what I dcﬁ:rvc, but leaft i
fhould qtooicnmc, or pcr aps fail in giving

I (ha]ltotbear attemp-.
Frpcccd to what ] look
duty lying tpon me

toperforad to any Scholar, 'but move particys
lar(l?' Sir ;o t{()u who haye taken fo much painis,
fixqus to bc mformcd; thercfore

omnt no:h1 Wwhich m eat
neceﬂat tg’ ont-difcouifs, e bt may speea

£, Pr tc;nd to yolir fut.

th:r mprbv mcnt and fatisfactior, Iam té.
to 13y you down Rules to be obferved.
by all Scho ofats, jn thefe fo!lowmg Cirruthq

e

Mo Crimmﬂahu firf.

they ‘defign by their a
Pra& cemwafne thcmﬁlgcs frzm theirp Y fE

and by'lo doing gt te therid |
fthci_rﬁdbl;ek Aﬂa\ﬂts.g'*p cpare hicr lv&g

.C?*.'Wi
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36"". . The Fencing Mafters Advice . ,
. Circumftance feeond.
~ Secondly, When being wained from their Ma-
ﬁérﬁ.ércaﬁ they ate toAflauit publickly againtt
fuch who are adtually Scholars,” or .who hav-
irig“¢nce been fo, ‘cannot be Tuppoled to be.
grcar Ramblers. © ~ T |
LYo Circumftance Third, o
“Thirdly, When'they are to Aflault pirblickly
agiin(t foch who bave never had ahy Art and
thetetote are’ jultly ‘to'be [ulpeftéd of Ram.
bliqg.'~. 'An‘d,‘ e } , 4
LR A Cj/mmﬂ,a‘nce Fourtbj.""'»'-_' .
~ Fouribly, "W hen they aic 1o ‘¢ngage with
Sharps for their; Horout or Life, ot ty Aflault’
with Blunts fot, a” Prize, againft ]l(’léfﬁ)jn'sj’th,cy:
are ibways acquaitited, with, 10t péihaps'did.
ever ‘fec or hicat'of before. T U
‘Biitbefore 1 proceed to the Rules, T will'en-
deavolir 1o’ Anfwer the firft Queltion, you at;
fitlt propoled’to me, which was, what the rea-
fon' coiald be of your play ing the Leffons fo ex-
&ly'ypon my breaft, ‘bur petformia “‘}hc m,
&-“i'ffégqlérly, and to fo little pbrgo(f in Al
fdlagaioflt your Commerades,™ " " "

In Anfwer to which,J.woulihave you know
that.there is as-much diffarenee bctMXt‘tak‘ini
aLcdfon, ot playing upona Maflew breaftiand
Allanlsiog or pesjorming thefame Leffons e
pon vour Commerags;-as; thergilyberwiar:thg
Lepeating of an cloquepg Dilcourle already
' pin-

ey
‘ '-4_[

S SRS
! “.

T

N
.,
A
T

e
‘l"

s

Aoftimes humot the motivns yowate making

To his Scholar, 8¢. 37.

penued, -and‘the compofing “of one: For a8

- this can ‘only flow from.a-{olid Brain,’and a

quick Gongeption and :Judgement, {0, may

~that bedelivered by a Craks brain-fool,: void

-of all good-Qualitics, fave.a  good Memoty :

| .And fo ard the Leflons played by Scholags; u-
wpon.a Maftcrs Brealt-plate, delivered forsthe
~molt pagt, by the Rote of continual Pradkice,
~without:almoft ever refle®ing uponany teafon
. for what:they are doingy befidesthar, the Ma-
| :fler complies. with, and-humoteth them i c-
-1 very thing they are to perform; iwhereas when
«they are tojplay againfttheir Commerads;ins
-flead ofbeing humored . by them, they,asthey
. :have gopd teafon, do alllyethiin their power
. 1o crofs and confound their. d¢figns and moti-
~ ous, which;purteth you_ng.th.o}ars fa by:their
X

Mealures ( for they expected.tor meet -withi no
oppofition) that they are put to a {tand or ne-
celfitar fometimes to ule Natarcinplaceof Arr,
and it muft ftill.be {o. with them fo long as
they play only by Rote, and not with Judge-

et :

% gt s gt Gl WA
Now Sir, | you may eafily apply, whatl:am

- faying 1q your Telf: ot yop, may pereeive
. ‘when I'give you ;

v
i
o

Leflopy T order you'so do

iuch. and fich, ashing,:as alfo that, vou, may

:perform it the bétter; and-with the, more grace
and calg; 1 am o far from crofling you, that

P SO TR OIS R BT ‘0

Yo
IR




{elf and are tcﬁri&,cd to my Judgement, and
_' do not follow your own, whercas when you

~ they do all they can to countera dnd crofs
.fou,r defigns, which is the ‘redfon’ you -can

* the realon of youd having fch bad fuccefs'in

. fhall therefore give you Rules to

" gq pofitively alfo bind 'him'.u& for the firft

| %r Thruftinga plain, Thraft upon apy of his

' 33 The Fencing Mafters Adviee.
fo that friftly fpeaking, you conform you

E_lay againft any of your Comirierads they be-
nave quite-dthetwife with yqu : For Yyou find

carcely play any onc Leffon upon them with.
ise being lels ot more intetrupted in che per-
orming of it: So being by this made fenfible
of the vaft differenice there is betwixe €akirig of
a Leffon and Affaulting, it will be i my Opi-
niion no bard mattér tor you to contlude pon

your ordinary Afflauls; to- 'rc:'n“cgy which |
fhall | = obferved
i this firft Circumftance. @oblerved

RULES w0 be Qb[erue4 in the ﬁrﬂ, Cirs
cumftance. |

__ RULE1L
 Firfty No Scholar ( according to the Laws |
quc fet down for Schools) beirig allowed under,

% moriths'teaching to Aflaulc i publick, |

ree months of thofe fix, fro

iec manth from any practice
whatfoéver, " except what he fhall acquire by
playing upon his Mafters breatt,or by Parrying

ommerads at the wall,

RulLf

- - e e et

\ 2 T bis Schalar, 8cc; 39

oot RULES,
" Secondl, The Jatt three mahethsTallow him
b;ﬁgérs,;t’b_c,_f)akihg of his Leéffons, to praQice
privately (t At isto fay; dny timeexcept upen
the publick “Affaulting days) with ‘any 'ot’,l:;s
Commeérads, and herefore to thatend Lad.

vilehim, i

o RULE L
" hindy, To thake choife of fch of his Cofd.
' merads to pldy. ig;in(l, as he‘imows will not
“altopethir crofs, bur humoyt, him in fome,and
“oppole hitn in othersofhis Mgqtionsor Lcﬁons:

'For weré he dliogether croft ac firft, it mighe
quii\ca_?dif hint jandoing more in onc day than
“his Mafter could repait in fix,
by, Ty I thies Il pont pvac

"ourtbly, . In his three lat months privat
ractice. ,iu: fhould keep clc()}s t‘t‘o the Leffops
;Ba,rl,;.b,c.cn,tjaught;him by his Mafter, doing
them all with as goad a. Grace, and with as
“great Stretches of the Body and Limbs as potll-
ble, ajwayes .pcrf(',)'nmnfg. them, with Vigout,
and going thtow with them ; For whether he
‘it of inyis,, plant. or mifpiant at fieft, it is o
gircag 'mgc;,q’r, feing after a liule pracice newill
Ccf_caiq[y come to do bath. ]

.. Now if this miethod be cxé&ly oiwfcr'véd,hc
‘will not only in thefe three laft months.be cons
firmed in the Leffons have been taught him,

but it will alfo make him fitm upon his Joints
Lo

N
Ad




40 The Fencing Mafters Advice

;and give bim a {wify hand-andagility of bod ¥,
which will conlcgeatly -make him the more
A5 for his pablick’ Affaulrs gt he-time appoin-
Jed, and'if thisdo it sor, | é.&s’lk‘;’iﬁfm he may
(ilpais of ever, coming any grear jenih it this
AE; for fix mopths are aboundangly, fufficieht
.f.s,?;’{f!’.}' manto d *-§¢9¥¢r;é03.k’nbwf Vs Qo dif-
palicion, and 'if at the end "ot them he hath
not made aconm(i:ler;;blc advance, he mady be
fully perfwadedthar he will. pover. make an
-cgtraordinary Sword man, for as pién are faid
jtabeborn Pocts, but by Pradice to become
;.6f arors, [0 Malter may fdr'cc';i<¢’ffo'b‘s upan
A Scholar and give him form, bur he can
Deve inlpire him with Judgement ea canerive,
or Llﬁ; and 1gour to execute and cpetform
any thing hath been tapghe him, this is the
ok of Naturé, and therefore a man muft
"‘?gf\{?';ajﬁmlyaf and Pagticular * dilpofition
Aortjed AL e lpoftiol
U is true by a'long Prattice 6F ' diahy yeats
fﬁ%fg}aﬂ miay T fome_meaftire fafce Nararc,
L1

......

i hake d more confiderabile Alvarice, then
o1 Reklon chuld hiave een expected; borchis
18 dot.to Be erulted ¢, theickore hecording to
i‘t{@g‘ Advante an Iniprovement'wliféh a man

HARCrh' i 'the fiefiw motthe g’?'&dk’fdé‘d e

hath plyed it clotélyy to let*hilmfidge of
adplar 7he tay! fexpetifrom his I'Pfh'&feef{rcr-
“wavdd 2 yet i §-dlfo to be dbloryed) gaudiiefs
Sl it psd g D G by
VO vt s b atsrn oig B 5 s
?za_::f:

T

To bis Scholar, &c. 4t
very well ‘worth noticipg) thae'a man wijl

 make 3 greater Advancg in the fielt fix mopths,
'thep be will do in the next eight or ten, and
he will 3l{g.improve more fn.that nixe eight or

ten, then he willdo in twa years thereafter,
and ihe Reafon is, becayfe berwixe Njture

and Arcthere is a fenfible difference which js
very perceptable, but ance having entered.it's

Territores, . the way, bécomies {o deep, and
there are ‘fuch Labarinchs of lavention and
Variety in it, that a man advances but like a
Inaily very {1owly, burfecutely, let no man
then difpaie although aftef having made a
great Progeefs fn the firlt fix months, be do
not findthe {ame proportion obferyed afier-
wards, for I 4ffure him that ‘althongh it bé fo

verylittle that it is almo(t. jraperceptable, yee

nowithftandiog .of that he isalwife advancing
and” imptoving to the beteer, thercfore let
him take Courage andperfift in hig Pradice,
and at laft hewill not fail 10 atrain to a confi-
derable, degrée of that petfection he fo much
almed -at,-apd for ‘which he was at {o'iuch
expences ;dnf toily ‘biic 1have! infiftedfo long
upon ‘hfs . T
Y RY LE 8 tobe Obftvved: inthe fecond

I e dyrlfagicest L S
R SIS AR T T L YT U PR U A < O
- Haviog according 1o my fotmér, Direlions

(Y. yous...afivate Peatkice )’ confirmed: yous
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'in yout [elf, which may any wayestend to the

“you muff

“to engage agam

“phoft infthe timic youi 4
#f youoncgalittle accuflom your felf o it.

TR —r y L an
.

"! ‘ T’!e F mclng Ma[}em Advyice

felt in vour Leffohs and prepared yout felf fo
publick Affaulting; jon muft now fleer vou

To bis Scbabr, GGC. o '4’3

Now by this you will reap a grelt dB yin
rage : For if you perceive Fary and Foféw

-courle another way, add as a skillful Pilote be
‘prepated to ftdnd out againft quy form you
‘miay mcer with, for asin your private Pradtit
' I'our play was buc loo(c & you did meet with
little oppofition, fo nqw it muﬂ bc more claf
atid fecure, 2 ‘gl you muft expe foq\cc; with
dll thé of ppofition imaginable Y refore
‘that you m:iy in fucha C M‘cumﬂ ricé Eé avc
yoilr {elf the béttcr il firlt give you twe
‘gencral Ruilfes, h:ch muft aridifpénfabl ybe
' mhiade ufe of ppon éllccéaf ions, anrr mﬁal
perfons whatfocver 1whuhcrsknll x! OF igno
rant. ot when you aré to engage with Blung|.
of Sharps; and then procecd o the Rul;a
~wthich,do more pjrticalarly relate to this fe-
-cond Circumftance,

. . Ftrﬁ C’emral R’[jLE
it f’ AS you =r€u onthc one. band to
vqnt ;; much as po ble all Looks andj m

d :fcovcrmg of your defigns: So upon the other,|
con xdar agdviewthe perfon you ar¢
tg fee sf you can draw any| .

nefs in his Catriage of Looks, thep you
inall probability ex’pf:& a vxgotod,gA{tﬂcjut.
upon the coﬁtrary if you perccive. a Coldp
or Remifoefs in his A&tions, or contciﬁ h}l
‘Countendnce, then if he' bean Arciﬂ,y may
cxpect a- vcty regular kind of play from Hif
but it ignorant, then he will probably’k vc
neicher Hedtt nor Hand to pétfor ady thi
with cither Life or Vigoirr let it be ncv on-
traty 0, Art; and thieréfore in fiich a
will'noe find e véry difiealt to oppoIe 5H&
fer hing:: So by thofe Ubletvatidils you IH:{
ina_manher prepare your {elf, ahd in {Bhie
*meafure conf rrm youi play to what yop fhal l
expect from him, which is no. fmall Adﬁan-
ifszfe efpecially it youare ro engage fot. yods

ife

Ivs teue it may be objeéted, That o Map
upont all dceafipns can oblerve this Rule, bé-
cdufe in a fuddcn encouiitet a Man fmh featce
any more time allowed him, than whiat e
fhall take to Krcfcnt his Sword; and it cadnéc
-be expedhed chat in {o fhort atimie he can drdfe
.any confiderable obférvation from a exfons
Jefture Gt Countenance, whetn gerhiaps He

obfervation, eit ﬁr rom 1s Cartiage and Je|
l!urc,brCountcn née, Fn this may be doneal

Now

prcfentfngAyourszord

did niever licar of, not fée bcforé.
I indeéd: ébrtfcls it'is Comewliae difficult for
licch who axc but Novices in this Art, to reap
" upom.

o e e e
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44 The Fencing-Mafbers Advice

upon fuch an oecafion any - advantage by it
but for perfons who,  have been accoftomed to
Affault with People of - different humors and
Pplay, if they will make it their bufinefia little,
they willina very fhore time become fo expert
1.1t (for cuftom inthis, asin all other things,
‘will prove a fecond Nature ) that eyen-ar the
very fieft or fecond view they will difcover
fomething : And it is to be obferved that every
Man when he quareells in an Encounter fhould
3t the very drawing of his Sword, jump five
orfix Jfards (if he have fomuch ground) trom
bis Adyetfary, to prevent being furprized by
any unexpected motion he may -make. upon
him, and in the time he is doing this, and ad-
%bme again upon hisGuard, he may always
make fome oblervation which may tend to his

advaniage, let it be never lo fmall or inconfi.
derable. S
. Alfo People feldom quarrel but there js fome
ilcourfe or words exchanged, .. before they
come tp draw upon other: Now.if the perfon
Yyouare like to quarrel with be-one whom you
know, /then by the charadter he hath, or by
whavyowknow.of him already your felf: you

‘Mmay judge what is realonably. to be expeéted

from bim; bue if he pe altogether a. Stranger
f0you, then all in the very time you, aredif
coutfling,6r | may fay picking the Quarrel,you

Jmay make fome lirgleobicrvagionswhich may

Dop oo DEOVE

ooy 4L

20-bis Sebatar,, c. LAY
prove advantagious how litcle foever it be:. So
that this objection hath not fuch force with it
as it feems to have at fitfl. view, and befare it
be.a liwle-imore nacrowly confidered;. and -
therefore jnmy opinion fhonld have no fuch
influenice upon any Maa as tocaule him, acalett:

a:hd ulcful tohim.

the obfervation of what may be fo benehcial .

et Yo

0 Sand Guerst RULE .
The Secondis, That you never fuffer the per-

fon you ate engaged a ainft, to make toa full:
a purfute upon you : Tknow it is (carcely poffis:
ble to hipder a Man to purfue, who is:fully'res
(olved to do jty but my meaning is,thac yotrdo.
fiot humgy his.purfute too much, by cither algod>
gecher quiping a half Parfue (which.yon fhogld:
for the moft pare make ufe oftill you chagge it
into &'truc dne) or by, bircaking too much his
meafure, which iscommonly called loofing.of
ground, “for a too fréqucit ufe of ciche's dath.
both give ¥mian an ill habit,' fothat hd da-
not withblie’ difficuley' forbeat them whtl he”
wouldyandalfo maketh Hls ‘Adveiliry. the:
brisker,& enedurages hidi'tdtontinue hig Pat:
fwe withthe mars violehctnd furry whep he
finds he.is given fo muthshdyro. And it 1 o
generally obferved -thavhe whiois the biibkay
Putlyer.bath nioft compdnly the bicctes it
clp'cci'aﬁy it both parties be alike dexterous 8
cqually
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cqually Mafters of the Parrade, but this ob,
fervation doth not alWile: hold good; alchough:
1 caningr’ dény bire if4 tpan makca vigorous
Purfuite, ‘cdnduted (8 with Judgerrietit as chag

c-can upoh a fuddc;‘) alter' it into a Parra ¢,ht’

it is apon'thar vety
preventing of it by abadlt Putlure in 4 mans
Adverfary as much as is poifible, for t5 make

a full Purfute without having a f;ur opportus

mty, were but to play at'random,’ and expole
oncs; felf to uncv:taglc comrctcm bs-and ex-

{o rendet Aty alto%cthcr'

chadged: Thiufls; abi
in‘cfleStual. Thersfore the only fafe ay
onableMethod 1o preventany of thele
crous extrcams, is to make ule of a brigk I&
dium or half’ ’Purlutc, which yoi may a!:er
a; pldhfurc, or.as yod fhall be put to' ﬁ’pmch
Par:icnldr RY LES o the fec
o Cx;'cumﬂancc % [) f Md

H;)uqmg by thch ;plp G;:neral Rules layed 3

foI Qup tion ) [0 be ufed againft a1l Hy-

,sam crfpp hatfoever, | ﬂlall now pro.

cﬁ pgbofcw ic rclatcmorpyartxculqtly to
)s ¢cqu Circumft ance. And, -
RJULE | R

Fir, Beingto Affault publickly, and hav.

Wlﬁttd your: felf and come t6 the | place of

tcal

ulq your Adyer fary bemg thcrc dlfd faluté‘

“him

| Paifivee: Wirhout' chils

o bis ('cbblar\, &re.

7
tim with your Fluret as your Mafter hall have:
rgghy you;: with asgood a gtace as poffible, :
and then put your jelt into what Pofluré or :

Goard. you intend to play from, being fure 1o :
do: bq?h without your Adves(arys mealudd, leatt .

wxll leldoth find dny'gtear per;udxcc y it, and" he fpowld (urprize yoir with- %“Y “‘dd“‘ 0‘ d“’-‘.

atcount I recomy cnd the

rxpc&cd mouqn. i

u'LE 3.

Secondl chﬂ; thus' upon Your Guatd and

refolved to make fome | treropr, bc’furc “bew:

ftelygn do' it t6 édnfider whar conitparys hé
may make wfe df, Apainft the }_cﬂons ‘where. -
withh your drﬁgn 0 dtt&quc him, " ¢hat fo'you
Hefn! fdrt man Who egirls any’

Icorl ejicr,fmcm ’xpofct |

iy prevent

himlelt to tinevitable haﬂér and dapgeti

pn gu to 'a’ Gameflers condu

lclmno ;fluﬂra;c tl%ls bcttcn ¢x‘fb cqp‘%- )
it Game althoygh i difie vally m

Fcncmg as to the’ particular manigr’

rutmg {s dqﬁs?ncs, yer the reafon upon Wkﬁh;'

borh theit'exccutipe parts dre ol
v ry famc for asr %“ g o oy

aycr will'o l’nové any of hi% incn

ukir }m hath firft’ rc unéd tv&o or'thréeat '

lca ‘of the ffroaks, which his Mvér(n 'y cant

: A'a gainft'him; if Hc ould make’ liich or
(i

& flep that !‘o le'nday not on dy ‘the betté:
e’ ’hu opm 5!, gv alfp & p hki .
) ' ‘ s l t

t Game fo tmderﬂau-"

[




DR

48 L The -Fenginé:Maﬂer;)Idz)ém{ RN
taking of his Adver(atys, if he upon the other

hand be not fally as gircum{pet-ro-idéfend

them:: ' So ir'Fencing although it be ay quick
and-attive an excercife as the other:iy g flgw
and. tedioiss but moft-:diverting Gamé; et
notwithftanding of the {wiftnefs' ic.requirech
there is an abloluge neceflicyifor evety man be-
fore he; engage inanatague, firft;togonfider
what he,isto do himfclf, and then whatcon-

traryshis Advetfary - canple. againfthim, and
if he ricglett this, whatever he doth. is bt ae.
random, -and he.can never expeét it, can, fug- .
ceed, uplels it be by meer hazard and chance,:
wheicasit hedid confider.ar (as the. Proverb:
is)Look before he leapyha would, ot only,ioa

~

manner pteven: his .Qf,gdt,l'llpc,bm alfo make.it
the mare’ difficult for his’ Adverfary t6oppofe

hisPbrluttand defend higii(elt,and Kaifag thiis

cotifidred whac contrdryshis attaque dy Wiéee
with; Heitiould the] gggﬁsmy?orwmgéw;m
it add tedi tiothing, fecing e already knigws
whit { Tealon may ¥4 expeied. 0
Eoras it s an old and wilg maxine am@nB“
Greas anl Expericoced.-Gencrals, that jp the

Coupcils,.before they, ,rﬁ-ﬂtut? 10 give aus’ﬁ

they oughro forlee. alkdapgers, bue i fightjng
tﬁ aysl ‘%‘é‘-‘?m: wtb‘}'i:%))' :jg"‘?,ff | 8060‘*&3?9‘15‘315?
they A,Y‘x[;.. moxe oygen an -.‘('}? 0 ‘; §
tﬁcirfg(i)“lll(ingrs to d(:;t e like, {0 Ihou‘k@a %%

deiflanding Sword-man endcavour to forgcc
what

e
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what contratys his Ad verlhr?v may ule againft

his purfute, - but when once he is engaged, he
fhould overfee them, ‘that is not be difcourags
ed; but go boldly forewdrdas if there were no
fuch thing as hazard or danger to oppof¢ hitn.
o RULE 3
" Thivdly, Having refolved upon the Leffon
you intend to make ufe of, (of which you may
find a great variecy in my Book intituled the"
Seots Fencing’ Mafter). immediately approach u-
pon -him with the half purfute of it to try
how he receives you, “if you find him give way
by retiring; then by redoubling continue vout
petfure, and change it-intoa trué one, having
alwifc a {pecial care that he wke not time ..
gon you, whenyou are in the heat of vour
Purfute for perhaps it may beupon that defigne
that he breaks your' meafure a little at frft,
therefore have a care of it; but upon the con-
trary it you either find him ftaund fixed to re-
dgeive you,or approach and meet you al(o wich
a Purfute, then notwithftanding of your conti.
nuing your'half Purfute for rémember to

| %ivc alwile as little way-aspoffible) have yout

arrade ftill in readinefsthac in.an inftant you
may defend your {elf-when he fhaJl put'you to
ir, .that is whenyou, petceive he will be ar you,
althaugh : he fhiould-do it with the hazard of a
Thrufts Therefore when you find him prefs
{0 hatd home, take j'ong {clf to the dcfcnﬁ(}ivc’_
. art
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Part, and breaking his meafure a liccle anfwer
him with Thrufts {martly given from the Re-
{oolt; aud ifyon perform this neatly you will
find he will bave but-a {mall, if any advancage
at all, by his fo ventorious a Purfute. |
RULE 4
Fourthly, Whatever patt you take your felf
to, whither defenfive or offenfive, perform it
alwife paticntly and with Judgement, but with
all the Lite, {martnefs, and" vigour imagio-
able, and feing (according to the Laws for:
Schools ) you are to play no longer than till
thethreeficft fair Thruofls be given or received,
1 would advice you when you are once confit--
med in yourLeffons,and well accultomed with.
Aflaulting,to play as carneftly and concernedly
for themas if your Credit and Repuration lay
at ftake,and by doing this you will find a great
advantage, for it will accuftom - you to the
true play with Sharps, which is all donein a
brufh, and likc Thunder .and Lightning is
quick and {mart for the time, but foon over,
making a dcficion of the quarrel by the vi¢tory
given to one or other of the Partys,

RULE
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ovet {o much by it, as will make him very

near conje&ture what Leflons you are to run u-

pon, and fo make it the more eafi¢ for himto

oppofe you; cherefore ule oncday point or(dif-

- |engaged play, anotherday Bincing, a third
Commanding or Pafling, Ido nocmean that
you thould ufe’ thofe days nothing elfe but one

kind of Leflon, - but that upon the day you in.
tend -to ufe point play, lZ'oulr play may run
toftly upon that, although you intermix italfo
with other kind of Leflons, {o when you intend
to'play from Bitiding;, you may ufe fome paf-
fing,commandings, or other Leffons, although
your play for that Jay run moft upon binding,
the other Leflons being but ufed be the by asit
wete, to make it take the more effedt; And
thus obferving no fet form, youwill make it
a'great dale more difficult for your Adverfary

to'coinjeCture and find out what you would be

it, or by what Method you refolve to attaque

him, then if you thould make & conftant re-

peticion of -thé fame Leflonss But chisRule

is chiefly to be obferved when you play fre. -

quently againft one perfon,
~RULE 6

Fifthly, 1 would advice you not to ufeal-
wife one Method of play, for by fo doing a
man if he be any ways awentive, will after
three ot four times Affauking with you, dif-

& - cover

- 8inthly, As 1 hiave adviced you when you play

oft againft one Perfon,to alter your Method of :
play, che better to prevent his knowing what
Leflons youate to purfue him with,foisitnoleéfs

neceffar for yow if you intend to bea greatPro-
| D2 . ficient
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ficicnt in this Arr, to, change she, Pegfons you
arc to Affault againft, therefore I defire,ths
you may.accaftome your (elf to play' viit'h]ali(

kinds of P<ople, for nothing gives a man mare
the Judgement of this Art, and Improyes him
beteer. thén continual Pradtice. with variety of
Humoyys,this makes him to know all -MEtlwyédi
of play, tobeacquainted with, all confitutjons
of Ignorants and Ramblets, to, acquite a ,ge-
ncral and univerfal defence; and ‘confequenly
to be prepared againft all Encounters,whereag;f
heAflault conftantly againft onc ar two perfons
they comztounderftand athers play fo well,that
the one knows almoft what Contrarys to make
ule of, before the other hath well ‘begune his
Purfute, -and thetefore it is .impoffible fuch
Perfons.can., .ever make that improvement
which they certainly weuld, weie there Prac-
tice more univerfal, - and not {o reftriGted fo
the particular, humors of perhaps but ¢wo ot
three SCthgrS- A A oy f'!"“
.~ And here I'cannot omit to thow -the folly
of {uch nice younpGentlemen who will defcher
take a Leffon but in Private,nor Affauleif any
bein the Room fave the Perfopragainft whom
they are to Play, as if fotloath it ware a reflei-
on upon them to be feen- recejve their Leffon,

or a difparadgement to them, to he thought to

ftand in need of Affaulting to improve them | 'find his Body and: Limbs {tiffer,and'his
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notendute to bethought ignoramtofany things
will have confiderice enough,and makeno feru-
ple to go-to a piblick-Ball, and-bungle a Cour”

Frant,: Minucr-or:Scots meafurey belore a great

many fine Ladys,perhaps of the beft quality of
the Kingdom;which Ithink cannot but refle&
4-geeat dalemore upon their: Impudence, then
scither their-publick .taking of a Lefloh or Al-
faitlting can'do ‘upon  their Ignorance, efpeci-
ally when it is-done: befote: Perfons who have
{o much Reafon-as: to confidér ‘that'no man is
‘born an- Artifly and that he muft in all other
things as well as Fencing,cither {aflerInfifu@ion
or remain in lgnorance; befides if fuch Perfons
‘Knew that “ivisimipoflible for them with fuch
iprivate Prackiteever o makeany confiderable
advance invhistAre; Lapa fully perfwvaded they

‘would apply-themfelves: mote 1o publick : ‘For -
-Fencing is ah:Agtiwhich depends rijainly upon

‘Prattice, anduwho ever thinks toacquite itany
;other waygis laflure him mightily ntiftaken,
sand. the more a''man practile “and with the
more differetic:humors, fo much:the better
forrhim, {o that: lec the greateft “Artift inthe
-World torbehr:bue ‘the Pra@ice of it for ' a
stwelve month,- although 1 confels hie ¢an never

‘lofsithe Judgement. he hath acquired; yet he

~will certainlywhien'he cometh to praltice alﬁagn,
Hand

felvesand yet thefe fame nice Sparks whocan- | and: motions both tor Defence::and Offence,

not

D3 nei -
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neither fo exact, nor.by farfo{wift, - asif he
had been in a continual Pragtice, | mean g
leaft oncca Week or Fortnight , theretore]
would gladly advile (uch perfons both for. thei
own advantage and publick ‘encouragemen
of the- Att , to lay afide’{uch fhallow and
and nice Fancys,and with a; firm refolution ap.
ply themfelvesto the more follid Pratice of i,
and let them take my word for:it, they will &
Jaft find the beneficof this my. Advice,  and
confefs it is not fo much to be contemned, 4
perhaps theyat prefent in the  opinion they

are of, imagin. - .
.\ Seventhly, . Although Binding be certainly che
ohly trueft play 2 man can makeufe of, yetl
- would: not have you. quit too'faon your -point
~play for: it; -becaule it is-poinvplay which muft
-make your Body and Wreft;and give you va-
-tiety of play, and therefote your publick ‘Af-
faults being ac firft as much to improve your
Art, as offend your Advetfary, Iadvife you
for the firlt three or four months of it to: play
~.more:upon the variety of Leffons; then upon
.. binding, and ufe it but nowand-then until you
. find yaur felt confiderably Mafter of the ocher
. Leflons, -and when you can play: any of them
. with cafe and.at. Pleafure,then take your felf o
. ‘Binding, and the Contercaveating parrade,and
. make your fclf alfo Mafter of thems whiﬁtx.l
‘ aflure

T

. To bis Scholar, ¢re.
affure you will be no fmall rask, for in perform:
ing of them there is not only required Judge-
ment and a confiderable Force and Strength,
but alfo the moft extraordinary {wittncfs, and
greateft agility immaginable, :
“"RULE &

Eightly, When ever you meet with a petfon
whofe play runneth moftly upon Binding, do
not (unlefs you think your Binding will mafter
his} fo'much endeavour to crofshim by Coun-
ter-binding, as by {lipping him, and keeping
a.difengaged point: For this is a contrary

which will very oft -take again® ‘uch kind of.

play, although. I confefs it can never be {o fe-
cure as Counter-binding,and therefore all con-

traries muft in all Encounters (‘but particular..

ly at Sharps) give placetoit, but it is School-
play 1 am now difcourfing of, and therefore
point or difengaged play in fuch a cafe may
with the more confidence be vencured upon.

L RULE o

Nithly, As againft Binding in School play,
you may fafely keep a difengaged point, and
make ufe of point play : So againft all point
play whatfoever,  there are no fuch Contraries
in the World as Binding and the Contre. cavea-
ting-Parrade: for (if {wiftly and dexteroufly
fiformed)they not only engage the moft quick
and toving point imaginable,but alfo crofsand
puta ftop to the execution of any Leffon rwhat-
‘ ocver
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focver, {0 that point or dilengag‘d: play ma
asIbave faid prove a contrary to Binding and,
the Contercaveating Parrad, but Binding an
the Contercaveating Parrad are the only fure
and infallible contratys, to all- point play tha

cither s, or ever will be invented.
.- RULEre. .

Tenthly, 1 fhall clole thefe Rules for the fei
cond Circamftance, with two obfervations,
which if well confidered and Pradifed with
Judgement, will be found moft uleful; And
the Finft js,Thar when ever you find a man de-
fignedly give anopen , or voluntarly difcover
any part of his Body to.youto thruft at, with
oyt being forced to it, youfhould immediacly
conclude it is done out of.a’ delign to trappan
8¢ catch you upon the Refpoft,ifyou fhould of-
fera home plain Thruft at that parc which he
difcovers to youy therefore when fuch anOp:
portunity is given you , you muft not, unlefs
you have a very {wift hand offer to take i,
byt are either to force an open in another plaee,
or otherwife to attaque it with a Feint. Thead;
is, that a man fhould alwife conform both his
Pyrlute and Parrade as much as poffible, tothe
Arcand Adroitnefs of his Adverfary. For Ex-
ample, if you are to Affaplt. againft one whq
is extreamly Adroit and Skillful, and who
hath a very {wifc hand, yoy would not anly
takc head -how you Purfye him, bt allo
make

T
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make ufe.of your Parrade with all the quicknefs
imaginable, becaufe you-are to expedt that he

Jwill-not flip the leaft opportuaity you give

him, of either taking time or -anfweringyau
from the Refpoft: Again if you arc toplay a-
gainft.one who is but an ordinary. preficient,
on ~may both play alittle more loofe with
Kim as to your offence, and make your Par-
rade flower when he Putfuesyou. - . o
And this is what we gall the Executive pant of the
Fudgement of the Sword,which no Mafter whatlo-
¢YEF can give to any mian,for it muft Row from
his own Underftanding, Faucy, & Judgement;
being,as I faid the gift of Nature,and althoirgh ic
may. be -forced a little upon fome people by:
gaod Dire&tionsand a continual Pra&tife,. yet
ivis-at beft but like to the working of ‘T#mber
crofs the Grain, or Sailing againft.a Srream,
all forftwork, and it is becaule of thisnatur«
all-in¢lination and difpofition in {omg.perions,,
that we {ec them make in, a fhorttime {uch
great advances inany Art, and others{o distle,
or. almoft none at all ; And {o much{or-this
Circumoftance, - v Y
RULES to beobfervedinthe shird .. . . .
. .. Circumftance. S
1t hath been the mistortune of this Art, ‘be-.
caufz of the imperfeion of fome,apd bad con.
du& of others who pretended to it, - to be trea,
ted En Redieule and undervalued, by realpp ot
Ignorants having fometimesthe berter of them,
: | in
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ih Affaule with Blunts,orEncounter with Sharps;
therefore it will not be amifs, before I proceed
tothe Ruls relating o this Circumftance, 1o
explain to you a little the Caule and R eafoq
of itsfo frequeutly falling out, and the rathe;
becaufe it will exactly anfwer the fecond queft:
on you propofed to me- in the beginning of our
Difcoutfe, which was,why my old Scholars be.
haved fo well againft Tgnorants and R amblers
and my young, particularly your felf had fo
little fuccefs in any thing you atcemped againft
them, -in'doing which I fhall be as plain and
impattial as poffible. - s

Sch.  Siry you have novo hits the Nail on the
head, for this I confefs'is my great Seruple, which 1
eannot refolve my felf of nor give a veafon for it, and 1
was wffvaidshashaving delaved it fo long, yos hrould
bave at laft cither altogether forgot,or neglected it, but
Jeing she shreed of your Difcowr(e now leads yom to this
peins,1am hopfulyou will enlarge a little upon it ot on-
Y for my fatisfaclion, which:1muft confefs 1 long for
extreamly, but allo for the conviction of many who
for nouther Reafony but besanfe shey could never have
this Objection fully cleared, do forebear the pradlice of
this Avt, and. altogether refiain from the Schools, cone
cluding that if they did otherswift , it would be bus fo
misoh tine loft, and money throvon away to no purpofe,

Ma, Sir, It hath been all along my defign to'

{peak plainly,8 if { be not deceived,with fome

l{;cw of Reafon, and it I fail in it now, I affure

you it {hall be conttar both to my defign and
inclination ; But, 2 propos. T he
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‘The Encountering .or Engaging with a.for-

ward and unexpert petion ar {harps being the

pointwhich will refolve all the reft, Ifhall re-
ftrit my felt co difcourfe .only of it ; and it 1
can'make it appear, that an igaorant can pre-
tend to no advantage again(t atruc Artift ac
fharps, bur rather upon the contrary, havea
vifibledifadvantage, then 1 think I'may con-
clude, the point gained ,notwithftanding of the
bad fuccefs many young Scholats, or pretend-
crsto Are, may havewhen -engadged againft
fuch perfons,and chis I fhall endeavourto make
goad by 'anfwcring the following obje&ion.

. The' GRAND .OB JECTIION.
oo dgainp BEENCING. -~ 0w
FENC[NG,"fay' foine,’ can certainly be of

- ho'tle; bur rathet a Prejudice to thofe
who ate Tauight ity becaufe we {ee ‘that the
‘moft parcof Fencers when'éngaged with Sharps,
‘aré rather timerous than brisk and hardy, and
inftead-of purluing their Adverfary or keeping
their ground ( which any brave Man will do )
they both generally take themfelves to their
defetice, and allo rerire and loofe their ground;
whereas a vigorous Naturalift ventures always
forewards, and with his full Blows and irregu-
lav Thrafting, puts my poor Gentleman fo to
‘itthat he is glad to get rid of him ar any rate ,
and in appearance, wetre it not more for fha l:m
‘ than

iy

It
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than an inclination occafioned by Ar€, would|s

fhow him that one pair of Heels is worth two
pairofHands. - . - .

-Here is a:{winging @bjeGtion, which taketh
wvety -much with many unexpert and inconfi.
derate People, but-with how litele reafon will
appear by the following Anfwerss which ] am
hopeful fhall havé fo much force as to caule
fuch perfons altcr their opinions, at leaft to.ac
knowledge that Art is not altogether fo defpi-
cable and ufelefs.a thing as they would . make
thC,WOtld(bCﬁwasi.’,.:,;i: Lo Lol

As.to the firft: Branch of the Objetion
waich isArtifts being rather timerous than bar-
dy, 1fay itis' a miftake proceeding from the
want of Art, anda fatc Notion or Conception
which.fuch Perfons haye, of true Valouy 5 “For
it miftake it nor, true Courage doth: nat con-
fift in a,Fool Hardinefs; which promptsa Man
to perfarm all his A&iops inconfiderately..and
atrandom, ot in an infenfibility of- danger to
which he may be-expofed s But.in a compofed-
nels of mind and firmnefs of refolutionto ven-
ture his Petfon and oppale his Engmy,notwith-
flandingof his having asrue {enfe of the hazard
to which he is expoled : For that. Boldnefs
which is not regylate by Reafon, and; perfor.
med uqith,lludgrmcn,t,ﬂ;ould be rather-rermed
Brptality than Valowr, and more properly be-
longsto Beaftsthan Men, of which nothing can
. give

.+ To his Scholar, &cv . QK
ive a more evident proof than Cock-fighting,
where Boldnels occafipped by the. motian of

the Spiits, s dilcovercd ta the higheft degrecs
but neither Reafon nor, Judgement da accom-

pany it, and therefore all reafanable Men me-

thinks thould difown havipg any fharé if.jt. .

' So when ‘Artifts.are'taxed with an. avetfion

o Quarrelling ( or:Cowardice as they: call;it)
:)r %h 2 nemi%nc'(zfs and coldnefs in thejr Purfute
when they do quarrel, Fwould have {uch Per.
fons know. that it is riot for like.of Courage
that they ‘ufe that method; but becaufg: they:
ate by their. Reafonand Art, made fenfible of
the hazard they are expoled to upon both.
hands, firft by atting contrary to the Laws of
the’ Kingdom, and thep io ch.,u.rs.ng-}h?,m
Petfons - therefore they are more ingnt '1pon
their own defence, than the ruine and;deftru-
&ion of their Adverfary, whom they. defign
allo.(if they muft engage) to fave by, thejr Are
as well as themlelves, unlefs there be an. upe-
vitable neceffity forcing them to the contrary:
And no other Reafon but this is the caufe of
Artifts being ordinatly more cautious; and not
fo foreward and quarrelfome asgenerally. ma-
ny ignorant and -incopfiderate Ber(ons ate,
which, (than to occalion a reproach; and ¢ty-
ing.out againft them: for ic) fhould I think u.
pon the contrary far rathertend tq theirCom.

mendation, and a general approving of their.

judi-
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judicibus and confidera; condué and behay.
our : For a Man being a rational  Crearure
fhould céainly do nothing bur what e harh;
very good grounds for, befides thar it s fip
mote eafie for a- Man to engage himfelf jn 4
Quattel, than with hisHonour and 2" general
Applaule to acquit and rid himfelf of it; and
therefore Ithink it can be no Refletion ugon;
any Man, not only to be avetfe trom quarrel-
ling:,'bue alfo 1o confider well upon what
grounds he make one, leaft (if he havenot a
very juft.caufe) he make oot only Law, but
perhaps an ‘intimate Commerad his irrecon
cileable Enemies. . : R
- 'However, 1 confefs this warrinefs and cir-
cumfpe@nefs which is enjoined to Areifls in
cafe of an engagement, is by many young
Sword Men (both to their own prejudice and
the diladvantage of Art) firetched too grear 2
lengeh ¢ And thisleads me ta the fecond Branch
of the ObjeGtion, - which is, That vigourous
Naturalifts with their forwardne(s, full Blows,
and irrcgular Thrufts-do oftimes fo confound
Artifts,thac they are'glad to get rid of themat-
any:‘rate. :
I fay therefore in Anfwer to it, That it s
only again{t young Sword-men that fuch per-
fons-will bave this adyanrage: For although'
the Rules of Art require a;,;{N%an toplay calmly
and ‘confiderately ;  yer they nowayes order
him

o pr—
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im to fuffer the forward and itregular Mo-
ions of any Adverfary whatloevery without

pppoling them, but they ate only young Scho-
arsthat know nobetter, . whoare guilty of
his - [;ai-lurc: For beleive me, if thofe per-
ons, be who they will, chance to ‘cngage
gainft  ‘ane who is really a Swordsman, (I
ay.really a- Sword-man, becaufe there are
ut too many who-pretend to the Name that
eferve it not ) he will, 1fay find himfelf as
the Proverb goes, In the wrong Chfs, and that
the Artift will be fo far from yielding his
ground- to him, or allowing him the whole

PPurfute, thar he will pay him home in his

own Coin, and perhapswith double, if nottri-
pleintereft: So that he will be at laft forc’d to
acknowledge that Art hath in confcience but
oo great odds of Nature, to be put 'in the
lame ballance with it. .

And as for the Third Branch or Particular,
That it it were not more for thame, than an
inclination occafioned by Art, Artifts would for
the moft part when they are engaged, rather
retire with their back than their face towards
their Advetfary, thatis infhort, thar were it
not for fhame, they would turn tail and run,
isfo frivolous and mean an imputation and

ipertion,and fo much againft fenfe and reafon,
that I think it not worth my while to Anfwer it

However to conclude this poine, I fay upt})ln
the
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. . | And for the fecond, grant he fhould venture -
the while, that it isfomewhar firange to hedr :b?;iit(but lam con’vi%ccd he ean benogteatAr:
perfons of any Wit or underflanding difcour tit who giveth him that opporcunicy)yet lfay he
ac this rate: For. can:it- be imagined, . tha hath no advantage by it,becaufe he receiveth al-
& Man who is natucely brave fhould imme' foa Thraft himfelt, which if i be with Sharps
diatly become 2 Coward and Cullion, and becaufe of the Artil’lsknowiqg to adjuft,hould
thac only for having acquired a little Art, o in realon be expeéted to be diteted and plan-
snuft Ignotance infpire alt Men with Courage, ted in 2 more dangerous and mortal pare of
and Art bereavethem of ity by a certain kindf o Body, than the fgnorants which is given
of tran{migration: 'if I may{o fay, infufinga ot random. .
mean and timerous Soul, into a Body former. So that che very worft the greiteff Encmies
ly poflelied by a brave One ;' No, No, Farl Fencing can fay of Art, (allowing a Narus
this were to-make too rafh a conclufion, . andf g 21} the precended advanrages he is capd
to encroacha little-too fuch upon the juft d; able of againft it, which can never fucceed or
Etates of Reafon, efpecially feing itias.moftéf v ofe againﬁa truc Aftit) is, that at beft
vident;thatevery Artift hath (as [ proved in thel 0 ignorant can be but in’ cqual terms
Sword-mans_Vade-mecum) ' tour undeniable ad- with an ordinary Artift,whereas upon the con-
vanrages of any Natutalift or unexpert Ram: trary true Artifts who ate refolved to expofe
bler whatfoever, which  are, Parvying of 2 themfelves a litele, are not only | may fay in.
fhrufl, Plancing or Adjufting of a Thruft, af pEEDIEYE 2. Nee 450 208 00 Y - May i he
Judgement and iwiftiicfs of hand to petform & beno Autift, for their own, which it is impof-
deliverit. - o . | fible any ignorant €an be; but al(o, it is ewenty
. Nowatrue Artift baving thofe four at €Om 110 one but they fave themfelves.and they have
mand, wherein canany foreward uncxperien | jivewife fo much Divertifement by their com-
ced Petlon pretend to have the advantage ? Il e hool praice, that the pléaturé very
know it will be faid ‘in his being able to Con far counterballances the toil abd trouble they
etemnps the: Artift, or give him Thruft for have been at toacquire it; And feeing that .Prt’
}T«hruﬂ 3 but as for the firft of thefe, 1 have 8" can never be faid with any ground of Reafon
Vertin my Swordmans Vademeenm,a clear & eV i be prejudicial to any man, but upon theé cod-
dent demonftration,that it is impoffible torany s y ofttimes bepeficial, and alfo, that it isags
}gnorant, unlefs it be by mecr qhaﬂ_ngg,tq_dxlé. mﬂéd#d:by allto begﬁ wholefomé EXCf‘i!“;

LY

e~
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for the Body,:and fo ca(xly carricd about ont,
I think thisone Reafon a ithaugh: therc were i
other fhould be anirrefiftable and uncontroul,
able motivé: to make all perfons of what de
gree or quality fo cver, to have an efteem for.
and to follow it. 5 And thus Sit I think T havt
fufficiently dnwered the Qge{hon {fo much
troubled you. ‘

Sch. Sir your Arguments I muﬂ confe [: are moﬂ
convincing, and I am now [o far from repining ,
‘ grudgtng at the pains I bave dlready been at to ac
guire the listle 1 bave of this. Art, that I am refolu
Jo long as 1am able either to handle a Fluret.or wal
"20 @ School, nos only to follow it my felf, but alfo n
“eneouradge and perfwad all 1am concerned in, to'tiak
themfelves in [ome meafure Maflers.of is.

- Ma, Your refolution Sir is moft generous, Th

and 1am alfo glad my Difcourfe hath produc
- ed fo good effeélts, butas 1 havein general fhew
‘ed you that Artis ufeful againtt all perfons) (
let me now fhow you how that Art is to b
made ufe of more particularly in the third] ;

R

-Circumftance,or againft thofe forward8 unex- ﬂ;

perienced per(ons we have been difcourfing of

Partichlar RULE S for the tlnrd

: Circumftance.
. Trcannot be denyed but the 1rrcgular Thtifs
of a foreward [gnorant are moft difficilp to
Patrie; And one of the main reafons ‘wh
yourig Scholats ate oftimeés bafHed by fuch Fé |
i

%l

.| them who will be able q

ehP
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low them, for a qyick,
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68 The Fetoing Mafters Advice '
their licele Are, that they can defend fome
T rufts, whereas the other can fearfly defend.
any atall. And therefore I agdin advice all
young Scholars, or others who are not. well
confirmed in the dctencive part, not to ftand
dallying with any Ignorant, but to attaque him
immediately with a foreward and vigorons
Purfute, but alwife without Rambling , and
accompanyd with Reafon and Judgement,
and allo ufing the left hand for a help to their
defence, and they will find it to have a great
deal becter fuccefs, than the takin;;.thcm elves
wholly to the defence & pla{in rom the Reél
fpoft, which thiey arenot tully Mafters of, and
which becaufe_of their imperfetion in i, not
only expofes them mote to the fury of their
Advetfary, but alfo isthe ground of peoples

refleCting upon them as being timerous, and |

not (o hardy and bold asthey onght: Obferve
therefore this Rule well, and it will not only
be a confidetable means to gain you the victo:
ty over all fuch petfons, butalfo for the futuxe
prevent giving people the occafion ‘to charge
and reproach either Are or Artifts with the like
lmperfe&ions and Faillures.
RULE 2.
. But for perlons who by grear experience angd
feveral years pralice, find themielves conl-
.derably Maflers of the Parrade, 1am (o f3
from advifing them to obferve the ptcccclgi g
.. - "Rule

T
——

|
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Rule, that Ithink they may fafely make ufec
of any other method they fhall judge moft
propper and convenient, although my fecond
eneral Rule ( which was to make alwayes a
ﬁrisk half put{ute) canin my opinion never
prove amifs to them, efpecially it accompanicd.
with “the help of the left hand toaflift them in
their defence,and make their Parrade the more
certain: But leaft'l fhould be condemned for
being to fhort in a Circumftance which is of
[o great import to Artifts, 1 fhall lay down
onc Rule more to be obferved againft that hu-
mour of lgnorants, which in my opinion is
the moft difficule of all others to be oppofed,
and which if vightly managed, wiil be alfo
very ufeful at Sharps.

The moft difficult Humour to oppofe in any
IGNORANT,

Iswhen out of a kind of Difpair, without ha-
ving any regard for his life, be rufheth upon
his Adverfary difcharging Thruft after Thruf
in a moft irregular way, neither giving his.
Adverfary opportunity to refpoft him, becanfe

- Jof his continued redoubling , nor ever offerin

to, defend himfelf , but ftill advancing an
thrufting fo irrcguiarly and out of the line,
that it requires a great deal of skill in his Ad-
verfary {oto oppofe him, as neither toreccive
swound for norhingi?or anexchanged Thrug-
N : 2 3
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“0 The Fencing Mafters Advice
if be fhhuld ventore acthe delivering  of one,
Now althoueh ivbe true that 2 Man muft be
ftrangzly wild and beyond meafure defperay,
betore he can be imagined capable of fo furi
ous anJ defperat a-putfute; yer certainly {uch
people there are (although not many) who are
capable of this excravagance, 1 fhould have ra.
ther (2id madnels,thercfore to oppole it;oblerve,
~ RULE '3 :

That if yoweticounter withtany (uch perfons

it muft be cither in a'large groond, where'you
ar¢’ar more liberty, or in a narrow bounds
whete you ate ¢xtremely firaiened,and whichl
cotife(s‘isthe hardelt Circumiftance of all: Now

ifitbe a in larae Field or Street, vou muft e “and alfo obferyé the preceeding Diretions,you

‘will find it not fo difficulta mat:er to oppole

{.lve to break his meafure a Tiude, leaft ke
fhouid incl fe upon you (for you are always

to prevent that as imuch as potlible when you]

have bounds to do it) until his fielt fury be o

ver, which will be after the ‘difcharge of half}
a {core, or a dozen of [hrufts at moft, and]-

then making ufe of your left hand to prevent
an exchanged Thraft, crift your Purfuce {oas
that you difcharge your Thruft when ke is
drawing back of his Arm to redouble another
upon you; And this is what we call the true

timing of 2 Thrufl, which when it is {eafona-]

bly performed will' make the fimplet Leflon

of the Sword not only fucceed againft any Igno-

rant, buk alfo take effeCt againft the molt par;
s
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of underfranding Sword-men, feing there is
certainly no contrary can be ufed againfeic,
thétefore pray mark it: Now if you take this
time exactly and deliver your Thruft {mart.
Jy having your left hand rcady for your'de.
fence, you will not fail to catch him and fave

our {clt, elpecially if you make ufe of your
i;arradc deliberatcly : For although fuch per-
fons Throfts be very itregular, yettheyare al-
fo very flow, and moft commonly given all
‘within the Sword ; for not one Ignorant of
‘twenty can cither difengage or thrult above
‘the Swotd, but they thrufc all gencrally upon
the infide arid low at the belly or thighs,there-
‘fore if you be not too halty in your Parrade,

and malter him as'is commonly believed.
But if it be in a narrow bounds or clofs
room that you are engaged againft (uch a per-
{on, fo that there is no poffibility to break his
meafure, then you muft infrantly after drawing
your Sword inclofe with a balf pals upon him,
ufing your left hand for a defence againft an
exchanged T hruft in the time you arc perfor-
ming it : So ‘that if he do not offer to go to

- the Patrade, you give him certainly a Thruft,

and allo detend yo it {clf from an exchanged
one by your left hand ; and it be dogoto the

- Parrade, then you haVEC'[hC fairer opportunity
| L B4 to




for a prize, 8 whena man doth this he fhould

. as ifhe were to engage for hislife, thcrcfor;
| both | -

72 The Fencing Mafters Adyice,
to command his fword , in both.which cafes
you will flill have theadvantage s But chis bes
ing certainly the moft difficult circumftance
a Sword man can poffibly be tryfted with , it
muft therefore as 1 {aid be very quickly and
lmattly‘ gone abnut, thar hisitregularity and
forwatdnels, may be pu a Rop too, and crufh-
ed inits very bud and infancy, and this much
for this circumftance ; For torun thorow all
the different methads of purfine which may be
made ufe of by every Ignorant | and to fet
down the particular contrarics moft propper
foreach would have no end, ( for fo many men s
many diffcrens humours 3) And therefore it muft
bglefrto every mans judgement , to make
choige of what Contraries he fhall think moft
ﬂroppcg for his prelent neceflicy , but what|

ave given you , is the foundationof all , and
gronnd by which you muft walk. Therefore
pray confider it well, for thereis here I a‘ﬂurc
youa great dale contained jna very few lings.

RUILES 0 be Obferved in the foursh
Citcumflance.

. Now for the fourshand la# Circumflance,
whxcl} is, whena manisto engage with fharps
for his Life, or Honour or to play with Blunts

be certainly almoft as circum{pe and warry,

J

- - |
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both thefe cafes falling under thisCircumftance;
Jam convinced there are {uch infallibleDirectie
ons fet down for them in my Sword Mans Vaded
mecum,that I cannot do beteer then advice yow
toa perufal of ft, fecing all I can fay would
tove but 2 Repetirion of what is moft diftincks
fy and fully fet down inthat pieces

But I muf recommend to you one thing which
I believe I haveomitted there whichis that you
would when the weather is good accuftom your
felf to Aflault fometimes in the Fields, cither
in uneven ground ,or amongft ftones, or where
there is any thing of raggednefs, flipperincfs,or
unevenefs; and chis will not only teach youto
move your Limbs warrily , butalfo give you
the true judgement ot what diftance you fhould
play atin the Ficld , which 1 aflure youis
more advantagious then many do imagine,
for let a man accuftom himfelf to play only in
afchool, and he will find when he cometh to

lay in the Fiel’s, thache will quite miftake
fxis diftance, and think he is within reach of
his Adverfary, when perhaps he is not within
his meafure, by five or fix inchesat leaft , and
{o all his thrufts will be {pent in vain ; But ac-
cuffoming bimielf to play now and then a-

- btoad the diftance and variety of graunds will
“become fofamiiar to him,that he will not only

order his feet with as great eate', buc alfo direct
his Theufts with as great certainty and fucce(s
as
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as.if hewete:in a Room or ordinary Fencing:
Sghool. - :
.. Jo all 1 haveto add upon this matter,
is thatyou would make it your bufinefs when
you come 10 Aflault, toput thefe Rules i have
%t'x{cmy(pu in pradtice, according tothe {everal
Jrcomftances you fhall be trifted with; and if
ou do not find them anfwer your expetation
{providing the faulr ly not at your own door)
then never give truft to any thing I fhall here-
after {ay upon this fubje@: fo Sir it I be not de-
ceived Thave both performed what you exped-
ed,& what lat firlt promifed, which was (0 lay
%)ouﬁown infallible Rules for Affauliing, the
Wfervation of which thould make you con-
els , that the Expenfes and time “you have
{pent upon this Exercife, is not altogether loft,
and fo mach in vain, and to no purpofe, as
'you did imagine.
~ Sch. Sir, I do confefs yon bave beyond expeciation
Jatisfied my couriofity, andit fhall be very much con-
:8rarie to 11y inclination | if in my praciice 1 make not
fome confiderable improvement by what you have taught
mesBut before we partl muft beg leave to pus you tothe
trouble of vefolving me one Queftion more,which becanle
relating to this fubjelt, I would gladly baye cleared,
.Ma. Although Sir it be now drawing near

to the hour I appointed to meer fome Gentle:
-men in the Tavern, who arcto enter my {cho-

Jats by the great, yet fecing you fay you hzvc
u

T
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eQueftion more to ask me , 1 canuot
Ei?itn?cnit Si&;l take up {o very much time , :bgr.
that F'may ( rathcrthcpdxtoblngcuy;{ou] ) ‘v‘r,;n:
wre to delay my mecting,  at leall o ong:A .
il I give you fome l\](atu.stgité}xou indc 3 4
‘cfore Sir, pray -wpat s it 2 -
thcslccl'i?l;bi: ,S?r Lconfefs is ¢he big(at oﬁcon;’plm[aqce
in you, but @ great dale of yudsnefs inme, 'tiu: to m;
torrupt your appointment 5 bowever r.lzaﬂf, may. "lgob
bave [uch a convenient ‘epporsunity. $0. zfzourlf‘e vzlm ’
jou another time, 1am fati:ﬁez_l to enerosch a little a
prefent upon the Kules of Civility that «my curivfitie
in this point may be fari:ﬁee{.
The QU EST IO N
You knovo Sir, in your Laws for Fencing Schools,
you [aid it wonld not be anifs ( for-the greater enczu-
vagement of Art, . andimprovement of Schalar:)b;. at
once @ year therewerea Prizeto be plqyed for pu zdz
lys 1 defive therefore 80 know 'wf’)'at metb()d: vou wonl
take to have fisch a ﬁ}iﬂg» performed decently 5 and
j ebate or confufion ? | ‘
W”ll\’/;:‘ ff chis Sit {:e all, itis very eafily an-
fwered, for Firff , 1 would have half a dozen,
or half a fcore Gentlemen, (1t is teuc, mc{rp
are fome in thisKingdom, who have been{o
gencrous as to do already what | am going to
propofe;but what I am to fec down,although ic
be fairly begun in thisCountry,yer it will botff
prove ufeful to thcmﬁ.‘angnassa gnigf’gc;’r)‘r” ﬁc;tt
| ngdoms
the Youth of other King R ow what

f
o wd
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methods fhould betaken, when th

fign any fuch thing ;) Therctore
from what is already done here (

ey fhall de.
abﬂra&ing
for thisisa

general propofal Iam making,) 1 fay I would
bave half a dozen or half a (core Gentlemen

who underftand the Are s toereét

them!clveg

fnto a Socicty or Company, (which thould be
called che Company or Socicty of Sword-men)
and to oblidge themfelves by a Contrag: to
have once a yeara geneial Meeting, upon fich
a day, infuch a place, and at fuch an hour,

and to carrie at that Meeting fuch a

Badge, as

fhall be agreed upon, and {pccified in the Con.
tra®, at the Sublcription of which each fhould
configne fo much as fhall be agreed upon,which
they are to forcfaule Toties Quoties in cale of
failie : Asalfo, they fhould oblidﬁc themielves

to obey what Laws and A&s (ha
the Society at thofe general Meetin

be made by

gs, under

the Penalty of being degraded » and having

their names with difgrace ex punged
Scciety Roll,

outof the

2.
Secondly, They fhould choife a Treafurer in

whofe hands the mongy is to be configned,

and whoisto be accountable for it, and only
todifpofe of it as he fhall be ordered dy the

Society at thofe general 'M(etins,
Committe which fhall be appointe '
As alfo they thould appoilit one who

or by a

by them ;

15 to Of«
ficiate

F
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ficiat -as Clerk, and record every thing fka
beagreed upon in thofe Mectings.

birdly The (houlg impower a Committe
of ‘tllfé'f:g'umbez to receive fuch into the Society
a¢ they hall judge fufficiently qualified (none
being to be admitted bue fuch who have been
scholars) who at theit Reception and Subfcrip-
tion of the Comtral, are allo to configne o
much as fhall be appointed by the Society
( which fhould be done by way of an Aéft %
in the hands of the Treafurer, asa pledge fo
theit obferving the yearly Meeting- and o:gcr
Claufes f{pecified in the Contraét, at the de.
livery of which, they fhould reccive thc&
Ticket from the Clerk, bearing the Badge
the Society,and declaringthat upon fuchaday
in fucha year they were admiteed to it, for

which they fhould gratific him.

oo

bly, The day prefixed in the Contralt

foﬂol'l‘:ggﬁcral Mecting being come, and all

being conveened at the hour and place appoiat-

ed, the firft thing they fhould do, is to otdcé
the Clerk to ask their Votes who fhall precee
for that year. .

. The Precident being chofen, he
thapl’l‘f:s,g;c’c ;];dgr the Cletk tocall the Rollsor

Names of she wheje Socigty, and to :?l;;lf(c
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thofe who are abfent, and all who.fhall.be aly
fent, or fhall appedr. without , their Badges,
fhall be declared by the Votes of thofe préicnt’
tohave forcfaulted their Confignation. mony’
which was impignorat as a pledge for their
keeping that publick Meeting, and which fhall
be ordered to be difputfed by the Treafurer
for defraying fofar as. it-will go, the charges
of a Collation, wbich fhould be alwife provid-
ed upon that day for tliofe, who are conveened

and whar fhall be .over and ‘above muft- be e
qually payed by the Company prefent, . -.

0, '

Siashly, The abfentsand thofe who.want their
Badges being fined , they fhould anr tc}:)i:
fider it'they will put out any Prize ro be play-
ed for that year, if it be carried by ‘the plu
rality of Votes, that there thal; Then they are
to relolve of what Species it fhall be, as whither
aSword a peice of Plate, or what elfc they
fhall think" firs, *as alfo .of what valwe; ‘and
tpon what day, and inwhat place i1 fhall be
begune to be played for, "all which fhoyld- be
catefully marked dawn by the Clerk, arid dien
.every onc Yhall give i his Proportion for che

* Prize to the Treafurer, who under a- penalsy

fhall be oblidged to have it ready againft fuch
a day as fhall be: appointed, which fauk be
atloaft a fortnight beforethe: day refolved y-
spon for beginning the Solemnity ; leaft theSo-
. ciery
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ciety fhould meet with a difappointmeéne, and
be reflected upon for not having the Prize in
readinels, after having made publick intimas
tion ofit, and that Peoplc hav¢ prepared

themfelves for it,

7. S
Seventhly, Thele poins being agreed ongphey
fhould :in the next place pdfsan A, deelaring
that all perfons whatfoever ( Fencing Mafters
exceped ) fhall have liberty to play for ity
providing that agaiift fuch a day as fhallbe
appointed, they give-up their mmesydnd pay
in fo much money, both which fhould be fpc-
cified in the A&, asalo oblidge themfelvesto
play in the Garb or Habet whish'fhall be
mentioned in ity And:che money collééted
from luch perfons who give up theit namés
and are riot of the Society , fhall bebeftowed
upon the Prize the year fc;l(owing to make it
of fo much the motevalue : And it fhoud al-
fo be declared that whocever belonging tb the
Society fhall decline to‘play for the {aidsPrize,
muft before he be difpenced withy -give in'fo
ruch moriey as fhall be agreed upon, ‘and
mentioned in the A&, which fhall ulfé beim-
ployed for the benefite céf the next years'prize.

Eightbly, This At fhould be Printed bf w:iy
of Advertifement, and Copies ot it affixed in
the moft: publick places of the City, OtuT})Wp

where
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whete the prize is tobe played for, and o
ther adjacent Towns ,alfo copicsof it fhould
be fentand dx'g:cr(cd in the Country , thacall
Perfons who defign to fhow their Art, may
have timcly cnoush advertifement to give up
their Names, and prepare themfelves tor ity
‘And it fhould as | have faid, mentionthe L;.
berty givento all Perfons, Mafters excepted,
to play; with the day and place appointed for
taking up their names 5 Asalfo, the {pecies and
valuc'of the Prize , with the placc and day
when the folemnity is to begine 3 Likewife, s
difcription of the Garb allare to play in, . hay-
~inF atthe end of all a Printed copy ofthe R yles
refolved upen by the Society, to be obiferved
inplaying , thatfocvery man may know if
Juftice be done him or not; Andto defide
all Quarrels and Debates which may fall oyt
upon {uch an occafion,there fhould be 2 Com,
mittce “of the moft underflanding and judici.
ous Perlons belonging to the Saciety ; the Pre.
fident being alwayes One, appointed to defide
all fuch contraverfies relating to the Prize , 2
fhall be brought in before them, who fhal] be
upon their word of Honour bound to give theje

Verdi&, as imparcially, and as near contorm

tothe Printed Rules as poffible.

.9'
Nintbly, Before they adjourt their meeting
they are to take every thing elic intotheir
c. con

—
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confideration, which they fhall find necefatly
fail under their Cognifance,as whither to bave
any mecting or  not before che day refolved
upen for beginning the Prize , for the day for
their yearly mecting,being once appointed by,
the Original Contra&t, muft never be altered
being the Anniverfary of the Socicty, fo'aﬁ
things being chus conferted,8¢ having refolved
what number with the Precident (or Treafus
ter in-his abfence ) fhall be a Quotum, atthofe
ordinaty mectings, they may then adjourn
themfelves till che day appointed for the negt:
All which the Clerk fhould carefully mark
down, and thus much for what they are to do
at their yearly Aflemblicsor general meetings.

Bu if chere be a Prize to be played for,then
the day for beginning it being come, and the
place whete it is to be played for , ready and
ih otder, Iwould have notwithftanding of the
former Laws for Schools.thefe following Rules
to be obferved, becaule chey more patticulacly
relate ¢o fuch a folemnity asthis.

RULKS 10 be Obforved in playing for a PRIZE.
: RULE 1. :
FI » Thatno dilordet may be commiteed
* by a Rabble, orotherwife, there fhould be
Applicatian made to the Magiftraces, ot com-
manding Officer of the place, fora Guard to
§eep out all common P%op'le 5 Asalfo to pres
, vent

gL
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v nt a0v other inconveniencies which
out up ou fuch an occafion.
© U RULE s |
., Seeondly, To preventa Croud, none fhouldF
be admitced to be Sneators , but thole whe
fhall have reczived Tickets, which mufl be .
livered to the Door kecper as they enter.

Ts bis Sebolar, &c. 8
may fall lnd of the Drawers, that foic may be the be
A erpeceived, wherethe Thrufts which fhall b
iven have been planted.
ULE 5. o
- Fifibly, The Flurets they all play with.
hould be of equal lengch, and the number
RULE Jbree thould be alfo the precife number of
Thirdly, None fhould bt:3 allowed to play plven oF recely c{c{i Thrufts, whlci‘h. czch. playg:{ti
let them be never £ defitous, but fuch as have '[sqto ‘:l:’ ’I%a;ﬁhc:"ﬁ,f,’;%"if ; Blcs ':l?;:v%%mto
given up their names atthe time appointed in lay inft more than one inyada becaule
the At alfo the number of the perfons who pfax ?gﬁé ﬁmAﬂ 'ka Mans Vi 03; is fpent
ate to play. fhould if pofible be evens that fo a“-‘ﬁréé% ,io Ia a;xor : Prize, it ‘f'm moft un-
they may be the more eafily Paired, 8 thofe ",“-{ “lb et ‘:)b idee him to. lay. againft any
who bear their Adver{aries alfo marked wich rqg:ﬂ&c‘h_ Cér(on’ t%at da pAY At
thc{lcfi difficulty y Therefore if there bean odd =" *Fe=-P RU LEY' 6 .
Ef;cggirth;ﬁy?rll;u}graltlhgtm:Jca'.t"?tt:tﬂlhou!;;: 8ixthly, No Thrufls fbould be allowed, nor
whomlover the Lot falleth he fhall have the

accounted as faire, which are, nOtgiVCS in thlg.
] ; ¢ 7o is berwi neck

moncey be configned for the Prize returned to Toaak ofthe Bady that fs berwixs che o

him, and fhall theretore forebear playing for

ahd head-band of theDrawersas to the len%ﬂll]s
the Briz: that year. and betwixt che t{\{%hzuédcr; .as,tq cPe brc; 't =
RULE 4 1ev: | ; Seventbly, Nothing but faire Thrufts being

bnf' f”"f' ,’:;'* I\éar::) a‘:‘?}‘;}s‘lf blcl a;}.owed;t’g P'&Ys 110 be atlowed and reckoned, all commanding
infucha Ga ollowing ; Viz. e di{charocd
black Velver Cap, and white WeaftCoat ahd inclofing what{oever hould be difchargec
Drawers, and Srockins, ot what kind of Stu

fc})r if that werc allowed, the moft pare would
every man fhall think fit to be atthe chargesof, | ° i generatly more atit, thenat, the giviog . !
whither Holland, Taffiry Sastingre. But in the

of a Thraft, which" would take away.lrhc
time they are playing the lapps of cheWeafk whole grace, neatnefs, and pleafure of the playy
Coat muf} be alwife: put withinthe head-

bat the ufe of thé keft hand is not to be dif- . i
band charged; becaufe it may fo fall out that fome |
andyp - - - " Fa “Igihorant f

iimmaction RO
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Ignovant Ramblers may

for the Prize, out of np othér defigne bur cd (s
if they can baffle any qt';hlcﬁy‘;fﬁs"?t’h'crc%(cnsg t‘;ci'
parrying with the left hand jsupon thac very ac
coutit ¢0 be allowed ; But in cafe of 2 Contre,
temps or exchanged Thruft (asf is i the
%g}c‘:'cgthlLg!wqu&;c(l{]’o?!s‘) Iwould have tk
ult alwiledefided in ‘the Perfons Fav e
who was the fit lanncher ot ‘:{ it s Favoun
N - RULE'8 " = =
Eightly, Both to prevent De bates,8z allo ths

the Thrufts which

ately 2ppear to the Jud

interrupe that bout, "an cfi}c who &g;‘l&‘gﬂ‘ is a Prize to be played for, and | am confident
Perlon playing againft fuch 3 : 1 3.0ific were punCually obferved, there would be |
ceived P V_Fg gaionft {uc.h andtl'wr hath re. {‘) s U
iscfl‘;@m?él&c';*,*:fn’;:"r?:g("@ﬁw%cdh’t‘;]hcchéLc‘;i“ Solemnity , as there is now in moft Schools
;rl;cc;o ;;’88.86 again lf?r thccj ﬁﬁcg’nd Thruft, a;; wpon the ordinary publick Affaultiog days. . 4
1en ehar is given,allo to defift unril it be mpars '
ked yand then 'thc; are to 8]:1'\"' for the ’m;‘:é é};" it appears tome shat there is not the beaft diffienlrie in

lat againft ather for that
order muft be obferved by
 RULE,"
LcﬂIB Each Petfon bein
very

in any ones Favours, it will

| are given may the begrer ap.
pear,there hould be a [ittle peice of ﬂit'{iumgé.‘
gxcd to the button of each Flaerer , which Compli him he fh
m(;gld be idlrcd in a'l'g ;k[:)' watcr mixt with Ver.' omg oh o] apon B e

velion, and then it will be impofible f '
leéa(t touch o be g?ven, byt wh_:t wﬁ)l xmot;ctcﬂc

ne, before the Vidtory. canbe dtcidedl

Zo hir Scholar; &6 8 5-

ave one, as thereare Perfons to play for che
Prize, becaule it will take fo much time {each
being according to the fifth Rule to make bue
onc Affaultin a day ) befere it gothrow them 5
2hll, and whoever afrer the laft days Aflauleing, i
(hall be found by the account that the Cler
and Judges have kepr, to bavebedt manyefty-
( for the Judges are to keep an exaét account o
“{{who cach day beateth other as well 4s the ‘
JCletks to be as it were a proof of his exactaef 4
¥hind imparrialicy ) ﬁ)alY be declared to have
ainéd the Prize, 1o whom the Prefident fhall,
sélivcr it out of hisownhand , paffing what.
all think fic, af-

it chemfelvesto ply

et which all may bedifmiffcd. ,
Thus you (ee what exadt méthode I would.
have taken to prevent confufin, whenthere

lare

as tew Debates , and as lictle rrouble at fuch a

\

Sch. Really Siv, By the Rules you bave laid doivn;

rize, and the lame : |8oing abons it o but yonsalk of erelling a Societie of
all :f]c reft. hm " | Sword-Men, and your Difrourfe wonld alfs intimate
‘ |4 muceh, as shat there were one alreadic evelled in this

9’1 : .‘ T §
y wins .- | Kingdom. .
to play againft e " Md, There is fo 8ir, and I thought there |

had becn bur tew Gentlemen fuch as you who |

take as many days follow

faye
i .I-I .M‘“’ —
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follow the Sword, but what had knows of .

Sch. Indeed Siv. { mut confefs my ignorance as to
this, for 1 never [o much as heard of it before, and u.
ponthis account 1 think it the move ftrange , becauf:
1 am daily comverfing with thofe who are the greatef
encouragers of this Art within the Ringdom 5 Howy,
ver feeing it hath been done without my knewledge,
pray do me the favour to how whas methode they took)
10 Ere@ is 2 For 1 am cxtreamly taken with the fany,

Mz Sit you now ask that of me, which had

I not a particular permiffion frone theSocicty,
allowing me to devulge it, I would be neceff.

tate contrary to my inclination to give you
Denial , but (ecing they ar my defire condef-
cended to the, publithing of it 'when ] fhould
think fic; I fhall give you a full account of
the whole matcer, which I chink 1 can do the
more exaltly, feeing 1was perfonally pre.
fent ac the fubfcription of the Contra&.

Sch. But what was the meshode pray Sir  the
they took , for 1am a lissle impasiens I confefs to know
it? ' =

Ma. Sir, Near Twenty of us had a meeting,
( to the belt of my remembrance it was upon
the twenty fixch of February laft) where we all
{ubfcrived our Original Contra@: The exadt
Copie whereof followeth,

: ' o ‘THE
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THE
ORIGINAL CONTRACT

THE

Society of Sword Men
SCOTLAND.

HE Prefervation of Life ar 8eif-Defencey be.

' ing that to which all Creainres _’by & Natu-
. vel inftindd are inelined Aqiurc bat.h

" thougbs fit 10 biftow upon each kind a parti-

eular Defence, that (o they might preferve themfolves
from the infults of their Knimics : And as (be go;';{e
to the infeviour (.reatures different metheds naturallie
to defend themfelves , fome with sheir Teetb, Beaks,
Trunks, and Claws, ds may be feen i Eaples, I.,yr‘»,n{,
Wolves, Bears, and Blephants s Others with thm
Horns and Feet, as the Bull and Horfey And others
wit their natwral covering, or Cost of Armowr, as the
Crocadale, Porspick Hmrchm,and.'lurmje. So Mfm
coming imo the Wovld naked | and in a veanner (irips
off all thefe Defences, (he hath endued him wng I(ea-“.
Jon, that bhe mighs by & Judicial Kefl &ion an §Co.n’
trivance, inwent 0 bimfolf fuch & vavietic of Amfjcrz
enes, as might bub fwpplie the wans of thefe, and be

Jerviceable #0 bim in cveric encounter of Danger,
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Now asother creatures have but one life to preferve
and defend, [0 Manmay be fsid to bave swa | one of
wohich is bis Honour, for be who lojeth that. alshongh
ha nasurallie livesh, yer in refpedd of the bad charadier
be is under; and fmall vegard Men of Honowr bave to
himy be is Virsaslly dead , {5 shat it Poxid be bir
chicf care and bufinefs to }sfefzd the one , and if pof=
Jible preferve the other untainted 5 Bus smong ¢ &l
the Defences bitherve invented by Man | there ix uone
o generally ufeful, and which frowos fo huch of Are
and Dexterity ; or difeovers [o much the fubtilisy of
Adroifs and Invention as the st of she Sword, ( wow
@ dayes serned Penaing, ) and therefore it muft esy.
painly be without dibate the fitef to protedd both,

- WE therefore Underfisberivers, being fenfible :
great ddvantage shis Ars bath ever al% f[btfr.r, v:fl.);fbe
can any ways presend to @ fhairein the Defonce of &
Mans perfon 5 As alfo of the great benefis all Peaple

bat partienlarly Gentlemen , may reap by 4 righs ufg
of ity And sonfidering that the knowledge and praBice
of ity is by many who dv net underitand ity wors) and
Epecellinovy undervoluid snd judged but an nfelefs
and unprofitable piece of Mecomplifomens 3 Da for the
greaser ensouragement of the Art 3 And 10 excite in
4/l Peopls & Defire and Emulation to snderfland and
‘praﬁu‘e JoNoble and Ufefmi an Exercife, Ereit our
felves into a Saciety, whith we Refplye foall bereafter
ke called , The SOLIETY OF SWORD- |
MEM,  And by this our Contratt » tveBindand |

Obliege |

i

To his Scholar, &« 8
Obliege our felues, to have & Yearly General Meeting
upon the —— of cath January , #swo e
cloak in the Afternoon, in ’ :
Our firft General Meeting beginning #pon ceeee 88
o day of Javuaty 1693. And o yearly shereafe
1ET UPON 1DE wevatemeessommamenes Of 158 [aid mROMEER #NY .
number which (halleonrveen baing 3 Qusorum. And de
alfo obliege our [ttves socarvy st thofe General Mesty
ings upon enr hift Breafts ;. and above onr upper costs
she Badge following, which is by us eftablifbed 30 be
as & Diftinétion for the Sosiety 5 And foall be heveuf=
ter ealled its Badye : Viz.
A piece of Plate fomewhas larger thon a Grown, 6 in
the form of & double Star, baving aCirele soltbin it
and engraven upon each fide of she Gircle a Cloud,ous
of which Cloud there mwft come from the Dester an
Arm bolding & 8word fluping wpwarde 5 And from
the Sinifter another boldmg & Fluret likewife [loping
upwards, which croffing the Sword abous the midle
Jhali Form a kind of St, Andrews Crofs; And bebind
the Fluret aud Swoord thare moft be alfe engraven she
Figure of a Manin a fafbionable Garb, pointing with
his vight Hand to the point of the Flnet 5 And with
bis Left 10 the poins of the Sword, Benesth wobich
points (allbe engravon thefe Inferiptions; Viz. Under
the poine of the Fluret, Hac Recreo , dnd under
the point of the Sword, Hoc propugno, And abeve
she bead of she Figure ina ferel, Sic in wirumque
paratus; And beneath bis fest in larger Chavallers.
Gladiaonm S COT1C OR U M
Societatis Symbolum 5 4nd in the Cirele abour

shy

B _ —
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the Badge the Perfons name to whom the Badge belong-

oh, ‘with the dey of the moneth, andyear of GoD,
581 be was admitsed and received into 1he Sacietys
Alfs tegive our Contrat more foreeand that all thing.s
may be done with the more Decency and Order , weall
of us Bind and Obliege our fotves 1 obferve ard ftand
bowhit Laws and AGs this our Society  hal :hial;,
fit t0 make from tine to time,under the penaltics which
foall by she plurality of Vares be v lyed upony  to be
dmpofed upon thefe who (hall eontr.iween.
And finallywe declare that we bave no othey intention
or defign by Evecling this Society aind appornsing thefz
onr publiek Mertings and Affomblies | but the Ade
vaneement and Eneouragement of this Ars yAnd that
dhereby we may bave a faiver ¢ betser Opportunisy 24
takeinto our confideration what methods may be fallen
wpon 5 not only o excite all People to its praiice, bus
alfote improve our felves in it, wbich by ouy [ubferip-
vions we declare, we look uponto be an Ay Jo neceffa,
vie and ufeful, that it can ncver be either 190 much oy
#00 exacily praddifed and underftood byany 3  And
therefore with one confent we [ubferibe , Infempirer-
num Floreat Gladiatura ', ~ 4 Edinburgh she
twenty fixsh day of February, 1692,

“This we all (ubfcribed ; after which we
chofe our Clerk, next our Prefident s then we
chofe our Trealuter , in whol¢ hands we con.

figned

To bis Seholar, 8. . [9,'
1 out money as a pledge for obferving the
ﬁ%é] zgneral Conrrat, and then having ﬁogﬁ,
dered fome other particulars relating to the So:
ciety, we appointed a Commitcee who wclrc
impowered to reccive {uchinto it, as (holu d
make applicationtothem , and whom they
fhould think fit- to admic’, which Commitee
was to contigue until the nexc ycars 'ngc-
ral Meeting y after which the Coq}mmcs
appointed their n;xt ordinary Meeting, an
e adjourned.
th'elr‘lh‘zs Sitlhavc I given youa fhort bur exal
Account of our fielt Conftivation , and [am
hopetul whoever hears ot it, and confiders the
Realons which induced ws to it, will think the
motives fo ftrong , and our Defign {o generous
and Honourable, tha{) thcyf will be impatient to
dmicted a Member of it, N
be Sacl:.n Indeed 1ould think fo ) Sfor the F aney is
both New, it being the firft of the kind 1 believethas
ever was Erelted 5 and alfo being ﬁr Gentlemany de-
ferveth all the Encouragement ima_gmable o and for
my own pars Sir L afure you, Iwill sake it as & fine
gular favour,if you will conferr that Honour upon " me,
wwhich | doubs nos bus yow can very eafily doy confider-
ing your prefent flation,
gMa. That Sir as? told you, doth not at all
ly in my way, but prorpcrly belongeth to the
Commitrec appointed for rhat purfofc ; Mowe.
ver it youdelire, I fhall do youall the Icrv:lge,
I
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init Lcan , and propofe it to them s whono
doubr confidering the advance you have made
inthis Art , will make no ferupple to admit

ou.
Sch, Pray dy o then, and 1 all alfo make dppli-
eation tothem my folf, which will perbaps m.ske them
sbe fooner eonfins 14 it 5 for Llang extreamly 1o be
o8¢ of your Number, . |
Ma. lam glad Sir to fee you (o forwardly
inclinéd toencourage this Art, and aflure vonr
felf, I hal never be wanting to give you all the
Inftru&ion and Affitance Ican in any thing re.
ting to it 5 Buc | muft now of neceflity rake
leaveof you, leaft | difappoint thoe Gente-
men I erifted with,

Sch. Sir I am forie 1 bave detained you Jolong, but the
great defive I had 0 be informed in what I w4y igno-
rant of, ( which | mupt confefs you haye moft dritindHy
dme) bath made me s great dale more yude the .
shermifel would, but 1 expedt thay amongft my other
failsurs which ave very well Knosen to Yo | yow will
alfo pardenthisy And fol bid you beartilie good nighs,
wifbing you good fuocefs, and ag sdvantageon, agress
wecat with bhafe 1o whom yeu ere going,

Ma. 1 fhall wkecare of thac $j; Ple watrane
you. fcr it is money now a days that doth all,
and he who wants that may go pick ftraws ag
bome, for he will be but very litele thoughe of

abroad,

‘—T—'L‘

Do bis Seboler, &c- L %3
phroad ; However 1 thank you for your glood
wéfchl? Well Siv , Lam glad confidering the great
seonble I have given you all 4y, to leave ;:ng ::x;} :};
Jo good a firainy Bus Lle desain you so longer fram
your Company. 8o, '

FPAREWELL,

POSTSCRIPT

il ithed the preceeding Difcourfe;

H A{:gﬁﬂf?t%m noI:‘ be amifs i;) A?fwgr p:‘::
je&ion, which perhaps fome Peoplo -
%ti)lll&%)' afeer confidering the Rules korder II%
be oblerved in the (bklrd ( 1;cgcqﬁ;n::§é::ga;gm
norants) may-make, in judgiog that there:
1!52(:::2: i)_mpexfc_ﬂio'n in the Art, bgcqu'jerlz
order the Left-hand, to be frequently made !;1 .
of againft fuch Perfons ;. For {sy they, towhag
wle is all your Art with the Sword, ubmhwc:
fec that according o your own Rudesé " en
put to it, your Defence dependeth moft, xn?g
all, ypon the Pasying with the Letchand, o
that take away that, and reftsict your. it
wholly to the Defenge with youe Swofrd, 'and

then wefhalt plaibly fee, that arude grcwar
Ignorant will be equal with you, do y91‘3:

beft, _
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_ To.this 1 Anfwer , that feing it isevident 3
Sword cannot perform fwo different A&i.
onsat onc-and rthe (*me time, that-is, cannot
th Defend and Offend at once, efpecially the
trapling and Irregular’ Thiufts'of 2 Rambler
which ate given at a diffance from the Sword,
and out of the Line,and thar Ignorants know-
ng very well this, do therefore commonly nea
ver forebear or defif} Pufbing and Thiufting
until rbclrScrc.nfth'and Vigour fail them, con.
cluding cerainly that {o long as they Thruft
lo quickly, wc muft ejther Parry, or recive
an exchanged Theuft; And alfo thar fuch Ig-
nocants and Ramblers do alwife defigne (leing
cy’know they cando no bercer ) to hazard
the teceiving one Wound for che giving of an-
other; | fav therefore upon that account, an
Artilt is in fuch a cafe neceffirace cither to Parry
with the Lefi.hand,or otherwife to give the Ig-
norant the whole Purfute, (o it is only that he
may become the Purfuee that he defends with
his cht7hand; (which neverthelefs, let Pegple think,_
and talk of it as shey Pleafe , it more difficuts. dnd
requires more Are  and dexcteritie 1 perform :‘}"eétlié,
avd withoys being wounded in iy » then mog do ima-
gine ) 1(ay then it i only that he may hecome
:?lc&(::fufcr ghgt he mg‘kcs ufcof ity andnot at’
W o 1€ 18 tot by his Arg capable , (if he
l}gd-v.rcﬁrt&cd bxmfd! only tothe Defenfive
o parg

POSTSCRIPT o5
patt,) to detend the Rude and Irregular thrufts
of the Ignorant. | T
Ler no manthen condemn Art, upon this pres
tended unfufilviency of not furnifhing a perfic
defence with the sword, (eing there can be no.
thing under the cope ot Heaven more falle for

“as lfaid, the chict Reafon which maketh Ars
tifts ule the left Hand: againlt Ignorants and

Ramblers, isnot fo much o be a defeace to

“them (tor if they be Adtoir their Sword alone

isaboundantly {ufficient for that) but that by
ufing it they may be in a better capacity 1o of-
tend the Ignorant, and by becoming the Pure
fucr, pura ftop to the ventorious and. fore-
ward Purlute of the Rambler, who (unlefs the
Artift by ufing that Mzthod make him fenfible
that his continval. Theufting cannot fave him
from a wound tor nothingy wonld certainly
advance o clofs, and redoublefo quickly and
irregularly, that he might be fair to put the
Artift, efpecially if in a natrow Bounds, very
ardto it.

Now this point 1 thought fit to clear, both
for the Vindication of Are, and allo to dif-
cover to fuch Perfons who may make the pre:
ceeding Obj=ction, the true Reafon why the
ule of the left Hand is o much recommend in
all Engadgements, but particularly againft |

Ignorants, or great Ramblers ; Thercfore what
ever
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ever may bave been heretofore their Opinion
in this mattet, Iexpe@ thatafier the readin
.- ,of thefe tew lines, they will be convinced o
" the trath of what I afirm, which if they are,
- ¥ have my defign in Writing this Pofifcripe, if
not.the worft is theirs, feing the difadvantage
will cerrainly at laft redound to their own
Prejudice, in obftinatly mantaining a point fo
~_waftly oppofite and contradi€ry to the trye
and folide diGtats of both Realon and Are.
And {01 conclude, withing them from all my
Heart the rue defence of both Hand and
Sword, without which no man can perform
in chis Art, any thing that is cither great or
extraordinary, 1

FINTIS




