PARADOXES Y
OF DEFENCE,

WHEREIN IS.PROVED THE TRVE
grounds of Fiﬁht to:pe in the {hortauncient weapons,
and thatthe fhort. Sword hath aduantage of the long ,
Sword or long Rapier. Andthe weakenefle and imper-
fe&tion of theRapicr-fights difptayed, Together withan rd
onition tothe noble, ancient, viGorious, valiant,
#8d moft bravenationof Englithmento beware of falfe
teachers of Deferice, and how they forfake theirowne
I ~ naturall fights : with abriefe commendation of
o ‘thenoble {cience or exercifing of
L o , Armes, o
7 ByGeorge Siluer Gentieman,
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HONORABLE, MY SINGVLAR

GOOD LORD, ROBERT EARLE OF
Effex and Ewe, Earle Marfhall of England, Vif-
count Hereford, Lord Ferrers of Chartley, Bourchicr
and Louaine, Maifter of the Queemes Maiefties horfe , &
ofthe Ordenance , Chanccllor of the Vuerfitie of Cam-
bridge, Knight of the mojt noble order of the Gar- .
~ tery andone ofher Highne(le macst ho- -
‘ norable Priny Counfed.

< 28 .
Qi1 Q
™ ‘?2\ %( .

. Excin 6 (Righthonorable)-
LoV S\ in this new fangledage,islike:
N Jour: fafhions., cutrie: daye a:
€1 change, refembling the Ca-
%> melion,who altereth himfelfe
3 into'all colours faue white: fo
Feriging changeth into all wards faue the righe,
Thatitisfo, experienccteachethvs : why itis
fo 5 1doubt not but yourwifedome doth con-
ctiud. There #s nothing permanent thatis not
téue; whatcan be true-tharisvncertaine ¢ how
cifithat be certaine, that ftands vpon vncertain
SO A 3
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grgﬁt&i‘fhc mm&bfman&grcﬂi?‘m@ |

tertrugh,, finding the feeming truth but chauns
ging, noralwayes one, but alwayes diverfe,for-
fakes the fuppafed; tofind out the affured cer-
tainti¢: and fearching euery where faue where
it hould, meetes with alkfaue what it would.
V Vho feekes & finds nor, feckesinvaine; who
fecledin vaines mult if he wilfind feeke againe:.
and fecke he may againe and againe, yetallin
vainé. VVho feckes not whathe would, ashe
fhould, and where he thould , as in all other
things ( Right honourable) foin Fencing : the
mind defirous of truth, hunts after it,and hating
filhood, flies fromit, and therfore hauing mit
feditonge,icaffayes thefecond time : ifthénhe
thriues not; hetries anasher way twhé thathathi
failed he aduentures onthethird: &if allthele
failehim., yethe peuer faileth to chaunge his
wcapod,hisﬁghtdajswdtd5.iﬁb)*~5,ny~3!hémeshé
may compaflc whas dmoft-aflegtu felr becanfe:

men defire to find ous & true defence for them-

felues insheir fight stherefore they feeke it dili-

gently , nasurs howingprangheusdodsdand-oty

fehacs, and Arsteaghigshow : dnd beedufewe
mifleitin ane wapwe2hatinge vo another. Byt
< A though

b

e o G

DEebreardnie,
thiough we often’ chop -amd chanpe ; ‘tutheaiid
returne, from vardzo ward,ﬁ'orxgﬁght-'ioﬁght«
194

in ths vaconftant fearch, yet wee ncutrreft-in
anie; and that becaufe we neuer find he teuiths
and therefore we neuerfind it,becanfe wenetsy "7 maifiun

ot difinec, are

{:cckc tinthat weapon where it may be found; « b mom.
or, to fecke for a true defence i an vitrie nevr ™

- .
morwealih if

WCaPOIl,' !S to al]gl.c Oﬂllhﬂ eaqéd) fo",ﬁﬂ,]’ and fﬂ thiyteachwul

. . i . . . u'nnrlll_f,,k,)[/]
::u?t-m thefeafor Hardsstruch is ancientthough ‘[;ufo”o'm{:
eé . o 10 e ence s
B mhc anvpftart : our forefathers were wife, andcomaenpes
thoug our age account them foolifh , valiant ey i
y ¢ secompaf]g
thoughwe repure them cowardes: they found ™™ =
out the truc defence for their bodies i e
weapons by thei c{? or their bodies in thort oo i
ns t 1 1 canfe it i ket
fhlp dy{‘ cirwl do@c,icyd¢tcnded them riom i ot
chucs and fubdued thewr ehemies, with thofe /e e

//"ong .un[

weaponswiththeir valour, And ( Right homo ealiigul, ond

rable)ifwe willh - it 5,
fcckc)it hereic ia~l;c ;;;xs true Defenee,we mutt s ir-
e balfe i pon thort Swordsy(horeStancs i

-malte Pike , Partifans ; Gloues, ‘ or fisdhobie ./

-’ - A ; c and cuuntrey.

;”"’“P"“S ofperfed légths, nbt inlong Sweflg '~/ ! kurrin
A - ~ T . o " N P I h ré.1Cnnut 1o be

ong Rapiers, nor frog pricking Poiniards foy <, o o

ifthcr.;e meCCI 1 N s frediober.y I
taingrounds forDefenec,wHy e et

ddzhey teach itz ifthere be - whe b ‘ ;
‘ o thcf - '\/("/’m"ueare-
fon’ndc'yt ? b . - ;e @c, Wh}f,hs a'&mynﬁ)(‘il;w[i and vifafe
und 1teNot becaufeitisnor { to Ay, weré /1l i,
y . i . . TBLWe ik o vy
EQ galFIC(ay t'hctruth . bu‘bccau(e]t i$ nofccr- /‘”"fw/[:{l),ki: the
‘ . wares
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Tue ErrsTLE * .
ine in thofe weapons-whichtheyteach. To
g?:c‘:‘hi‘s!:l iﬁuc[ci forth thefe my Paradoxes,
differcat I confeflc from the mainc current of
qurouglandifh teachers, but agrecinglam well
affured o the truth,andtending as Thope tothe
honorof our Englithnation. The reafon V\.lhxch
mouecd me toaduenture fo greata t.aSkc ,is t.hc
defirc I haue to bring thetruth o fighe, which
hath lbh,g time lyenhiddenin the caue of con-
tempt, while welike degencrate (onncs 5 haue
forfaken our farefathers vertues with their wea-
A PoQS,a:l)d haue lufted like menfickeofa ﬁraq’gc
ague, aftcr the ftrange vices and dques offra-
lian, French and Spanifh Fencers, litleremem-
bring , that thefe Apith toyes could not free
Rome from Brennius facke;or Fraunce from
King Henrie thefift his conqueft. Tothis defire
to find out truth the daughter of.umc,l?ego?tcn
of Bellona, Iwasalfo moued, that l;‘ny it [ might
remauc the great loffe of our ﬁnghlh gallants,
whichwe daily fufferby thefe imperfe& ﬁgh!:.s,
whereip none vndertake th.e combat, be his
' caufe neuss (ﬁOOd ,his ciining neuer fo much,

U his {trepgiha agiliti‘encucr(o;’gfca't_; ‘bgbh}sf
i'@;tups:agptétied.tpfotmu’c.:l'lappxcman,-happm

A doale,

DEebtcaToRIE,

doale , kill orbe killed isfhe'dreadfull iffue of
thisdiuellith imperfe fight ./ Ifthat man were
ow aliue,, whichbeat the Maifter for the {cho-
lers fault, becaufeheladio betrerinftruded
him;, thefe laltan Fencefs cotild not eféapehis
cenfure , who teach vs Offence, not Defence,
and tofight, as Dioé&rjé&ﬂho!e’r; were taught
to datnct,to bring their lfués to amend by Art,
VVas Ajax acowird Becdife he foughtwitha
feuen foulded Butkler, or aréwe mat 70 g6 na-
ked into the ficld to trie our fortunes, not our
vertues? VVas Achillés'a run-awaj ; who ware
that welltempered armour, orare we defperat,
who care for nothing but to fight, and learn like
the Pigmeys, to fight with bodkins, or weapons
oflike defence 3 Isit valourfor 2 manto gora-

- ked againft his enéthie ? why then did the La-

cedemonians punifh him asdefperate, whom
they rewarded for his vallour with 2 Lawrell
csowne 2 But thae which is moft hamefdl; they ro o imi
scach mé tobutcherone another here athore e

the warves we

inpeace,wherewith they cannot hurttheir ene- ¢/ kepers

I . : . o . or rone at all, but
miesabrodein warre, For, your Honour well o swordezo
. ! ) that I anfwere:

knowes,that whenthe battels arejoyned,, and 7iwemmas.
M cient alfo
come to the charge,there is no roome for them jjal:
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e oo erpaine deash by bt ypesrvuias fighte, & for

Tus ErI§TLE
biles,wherely 19 d;m(hcimm’ aﬂd thn lhc)’ ‘m

it thew, whas g thegdos wich them2 canshiey
Lo e, pierce his Copfigs with she poine 2 candhey ¥ar
whibleimfire- |2ce his Helmet; xpbuckle his Arnjour  hewiat
ﬂo'ua.’thrmgb . ,F kel ‘...:,(A RZAS .‘“ ~3.“ r.,/ ’ms
with averie (ma {uﬂdﬁa%&‘f]kﬁ?&\l}w 2 f“,);({_;ﬂe ,"ﬂ_’,l( fogst

blow, moi? com. - ;
ol i 3. Spramafomo othex fuah ik tepeltwous egnesy

e n0,thelesoyesasrbefor shildren, not formen,

band beinz taken ¢ ¢ . . ’ 1pe ) Hi&;
oo ingibeyssiaf she; GAmPE, I mH
o o igmfeam&ewsm 50 trigahekeg

defend bis life,

9 ; i
gy 1] fé)‘fi?ﬂsm@s&Ibsalﬂﬁus@z&ghtﬂwmr |
Rlg)fonthey
owkapd

and againe , fince
the Rapier-fight
batl bene tanght ,fw o

il of the gt pstwreng thefhor
s long Repisnior e apingofibe

gallags, whparefent.1q

doning ofghas mifehicugusand imperfe®

e entoll ot hicopin st

but cannot muchhurt out fogs.igwarre ,haue

at this time given forshthefg Paradoxes 1o the
vigw,of thewprid. And fegaufe Lknowe fuch

. Lzgugropinienshad ngd of fourdefence,]
""" hypbly qraye your Hoporable protetion,-ag
one;in yhom th true nobility of 9urv1%9995§
?ﬂf“iﬁ% mam&mamqﬁdenesggls wj
%t%sgﬁaefmfzm}ﬂmwwﬁn blecor
plemicnts b mantainghe defpngeaf el

WC&PQI]S

carroTDEpIcdToRw i anT
weapoit wholcverdhesgowpofiofix Ihgioad
with. your Honourabke dilhefmmnyad rrokive
witi faiicgi Wharisprolaingei irilob e forod
witigoarLordihipsspinamBorie sitiy weigh
withréafon, whatisfivtoribaithellindglrisafi

 viuglt poiit of yorrHohor ;whishywihbe sjxous

Lordthipiotcirundtninrey ] godubcncbati

teuch insatromio bear wed d ¢ ddothaidaphisto

thavvihich ybur fsordthiphaus of lage:
toyourovhipokbiblhofick sdidiourimeltimas
blsbericlite,id it thomigtiogafifildaizy
vviﬂﬂﬁ[woudﬂihadﬁndgmmﬁm Wy floul Lwe
plinejaplongoothamtiudi mighidia v thrmqas et
det. cheiranfiesprolisnthix ¥ & droal} ) e s
orany oftheferefpeétes,l reft affured that desour cnmi
Lordthip ‘vvill vouchfaféto receiuc vvith fauor we e am
and maintaine vvith honour thefe Paradoxes of 4 1

rauﬂi‘ but
mine, VYVhlffl ifthey befhrouded vader fo fafe a fi et

fhield, T vvill ior ddube but to maintaine vvith sy adpoi
e Or:ﬂ‘ anie

Jhould be as well
reafpnamongft the vvife, and prouc it by pra- o pareyihe

,&tife vponthe ignorant,that there is no certaine

defence inthe Rapier, and thatthereis great
aduantage in the thort Sword againt the ong
Rapicr, orallmaner of Rapiersingenerall, of

Yvhatlength focucr, And that the hort Staffe



Tre Eresv. . DEDICATORIE,
~hath thé viuntage againft the long Staffe of
twelue, fourcteenc,fixteenc or cighteene foote
long,or afwhat lengthfoeuer.And againtttwo
men vyith theic Swordesand Daggers, ortwo
Rapicrs;Poiniards & Gantlets,or cachof them
acafeof Rapiers : vvhich ywhetherlcanpera

farme ornot, I fubmit foreriall toyour Honors

marvialf cenfure ;, beingat alltimes readic to
makeit good,invvhatmanet,and againftvvhat
manfoeuer itthall ftand vvithyour Lordfhips

gﬂdlikihﬁ:o?appoint. Andfolhumbly com-
meiidthisbooke to your Lordthips vviletlome
toperufe, andyour Honour tothe Highefteo
proted in alk heafthand happineffenovve and
euer, b oL . 25
L ‘ o Your Honors in all dude,

George Si(uer.
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AN ADMONITION

TO THE NOBLE, ANCIENT,

VICTORIOVS, VALIANT, AND
MOSTBRAVE NATION OF
ENGLISHMEN,

¢ Eorge Siluar hauing the perfet 1
¥ knowledge of allmaner of weapos,
andbeing experi€cedin all maner
—~< of fights , thereby perceining the
& grca% abuifes by yt}?e ltalimgl‘ca-
i chers of Offence done vnto them,
the greaterrors,inconueniences, &
falfe refolutions they haue brought
them into haue inforced me, cuen of pitic of their moft
lamentable wounds and flaughters & as I verily thinke
it my bounden dutie, with alllouc and humilitie to ad-
monith them to take heed, how they fubmit them-
felues into the hands of /¢alian teachers of Defence , or
ftraungers whatfoeuer; and to beware how they forfake
or fufpect their owne naturall fight , thatthey may by
cafting off of thefe Italianated, weake, fantafticall , and
moft divellith and imperfect fights , and by cxcrci-
fing of their owne ancientweapons , be reftored, or
atchieue vnto their natural,and moft manly andviéte-
rious fight againe ,the dint and force whercof manic




2 _ Ar Admonition
braiie nations haue both fele and feared . Our plough-
men hau¢ mightily preuailed againft them, as alfo a-
gainft Maiftets of Defence both in Schoolesand coun-
trics , thathae takenvpon thié to ftand vpon Schoole-
trickes and iyplisg gambalds: whereby it grew toa
commoh fpeech 2among the cduntrie-then, Bringme to
aFencer, I will bring him out ofhis fence trickes with
good downe right blowes, T will make him forget his
fence trickes I will warranchim. I fpeake not againt
Maifters of Defenceindeed , they areto be honoured,
nor againft the Science , itis noble, and in mine opin1d
to be preferred next to Diuinitie; toras Diuinitie pre-
ferueth the foule from helland the divell, {o doth this
noble Science defend the bodic from wounds & flaugh-
ter. Andmoreouer, the exercifing of weapons puttcth
away aches, griefes, anddifeafes, it increafeth ftrength,
and fharpneth the wits , it giueth a perfeét indgement,
itexpelleth melancholy , cholericke -and euill conceits,
it keepeth a man in breath,, perfc@ health, ‘and
long tife. Itisvnto him thathath the perfection there-
of,a'moft friendly and comfortable companion when
heisalone , hauingbut only his weapon about him , it
putteth him out of allfeare, & inthe warresand places
of moft danger it maketh hinrbold hardie, and valiant.
And for asmuchas this noble and moft mightic na-
tion of Englithmen,of their good natures, arcalwayes
moft louing, verie credulous,8¢ ready to cherifh & pro-
te& ftragers: yet that through their good natures they
neuer more by ftrangers or falfe teachers may be decei«
ued,onceagaine I am moft humbly to admonifh thé,or
fuch as (hal findin themfelues a difpofition or defireto

leamnc their weapons of them , that from henceforth as
o ftran-

.

: An Admonition.

ftrangers fhall take vpon them to come hither to teach

this noble & moftvaliant, &viGtorious:nation to ﬁgh;,

that firft, before they learne ofthem K ;theyica‘ufc afufli-

cienttriall of them to be made, whether the excellencie

ofttheir skill be fuch as they profeffeorno , the triall to

be very requifite & rcaionable, cuen fuch as I my fclfe

would be contented withall, if I thould take vpon me.tp
‘gointheircountrie to teach their nation to fight. And

this is the triali:they thall play with fuch weapOs asthey o greatsworte
prafefleto teach withall , three bouts apecce with three &7 them e
of.the beft Englith Maifters of Defence , & three bouts Z{cr::/; prfoon
apcece with three vaskilful valiant men, and threcbouts o armes onghe £
apeece with three refolute men half drunke. Then if they besiilfillwith ol
candefend théfelucs againft thefe maifters of Defence. et
and hure,and go free fromthe reft ,then are they to be
honored,cherifhed, and allowed for perfe@ good tea-
chers, what countrey men foeuer they be : bue if of anie

of thefe they take foile , then arc they imperfet in

their profeflion,, their fight is falfe,& they are falfe tea-
chers, deceiucrs and murtherers,and to be punifhed ac-
cordingly,yetno worfe punifhment vnto them I with
thenfuchas in cheir triall they thall find, ’

There are foure efp:ciall markes to know the Italian fight
s imperffect crthat the Italian teachers and fetters

forth of /;oak:ofo[mtt,ﬂtﬂ?r badthepch- "
. o f"é}loﬂtf[bet},”’ﬁgl”. h s

9 he firft marke is, they feldome fight in their »
¥ ownc country vnarmed , commonly in this ;m‘,?,:?f,;:o the

= fort,a paire of Gmflctfcs vpon.theirhands, v o the R
alil¥ and 2 good (hirt of mailevpan their bodies, rier withaut bile
fecod marke isthae neither theItalians porany 5 e fife
B2 . '

-
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4 Qeorge Siluer his
of their beft fcholers do neuer fight , but they are

-moft cdmonly fore hurt, or one or both of themilaine,

" The third marke is, they neuer teach their fcholers,
nor fet downe in their bookes anie perfect lengthes of
their weapons withoutthe whichno mancan by'na_turc
or Artagainft the perfet 1€gth fighe fafe, for being too
fhort, their times are too long, and fpacgs too wide for
their defence,andbeing too long, they wilbe vpon eue-
rie croffe that fhall happen to be made, whetherit be
done by skilor chance,in greatdanger of death; becaufe
the Rapierbeing toolong, the crofle canuot be vndone
in due time, but may be done bygoing backe withthe
feete s but that time is alwaies too long to anfwere
the time of the hand, therfore euery man ought to haue
aweapon according to his owne ftature: the tall man
muft haue his weapon longer then the man of meane
ftature,or elfe hehath wrong in his defence,& the man
ofmeane ftature muft haue hisweapon longer then the
man of fmal ftature,or clfe hefhath wrong inhis defence;
& the man of finall ftature muft beware that he feed not
himfelfwith this vaine coceipe,that he wil haue his wea-
ponlong, to reach as farreasthe tall man | for therin he

- fhalhaue great difaduantage,both in making of a ftrong

crofle, and alfo in vncféﬂing’againc, and inkeeping his
point from croffing, and whena cr_oﬁé is rp_adc vpon
him,to defend bimfelf, or indan%qr hisenemie, or to re-
deeme his loft times . Againe Rapiers longer, then is
conuenient to accord with the true ftatures 9f men,are
alwaies too long or too heauie to keepe their bodies in
due time from thic crofleof the light (hort fword of per-
fett length, the which being made by the skil‘ull outof
any of the foure true times,vpon any of the foure cill;gfc
. . l-

Lo
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Payadoxes of Defence. s
Aions by reafon of the vncereaintie & great fwiftnefle
inany ofthefe times, theyare in great dangerofablow,
orofathruftin the hand, arme,hcad,body,or face, 8 in
cueric true crofle in the vncroffing,in great dangerofa
blow vpon the head,cr a full thruft in the bodie or face:

- andbeing taken in that time & place, the firft mouer in

vneroffing fpeedeth the Rapier man of imperfectlégth,
whether itbe too long,too fhort or too he auie, and go-
eth free himfelfe by the direGion ofhis gouernours,
The fourthmarke s, the croffes of their Rapiers for
true defence oftheir hands are imperfect , for the true

cariage of the gnardant fight , without the which all
fights are imperfe.

Of fixe chiefe canfes, that many valiant men thinking
themfelues by their practifes to be skilfull in their
weApons Are yet manic timesintheir fight fore
hurt, and manie times flaine by men of

[mallskill oy none at all,

p He firft and chiefeft caufe is, the lacke of the 3
& | €7 foure Gouernours , without the which it is
k’ g impoflible to fight fafe |, although 2 man
&322 (hould practife moft painfullyand moft dj-
ligendlyall the daics of his life,

Thefecond caufe is, the lacke of! knowledge inthe due
obferuance of the foure A@ions,the which we cal bent,
fpent, lyin%fpcnt,and drawing backe : thefe A &ions c-
ucrie man fighteth vpon, whether they be skilfull or vn-
skilfull , he that obferueththemis fafe » he that obfer-
ucththé not, is in cétinuall dangerofeueric thruft that
fhalbe ftrongly made againft him, B

3




6 GeorgeSiluer his
The third caufe is ,they are vapratifed in the foure
true times), neither do they know thie tructimes fr6the
falle: therefore the true choife of their timesare moft.
commonly taken by chance,and feldome otherwife.
The fourth caufe is , they are vnacquainted out of
what fight, or in what maner they are to anfwerthe va-
riable ﬁg ht: and therefore becaufe the variable fightis,
the moft calieft fight of all other ,moft cdmonly doan-
fiver the variable fight with the variable fight, which
oughtneuerto be but in the firft diftance, or with the
fhort Sword againft the long, becaufe if both or one of:
them (hall happen to prefe, and thatin due time of nei-
therfide fight be changed,the.diftance;by reafon of nar-
rownefle of fpace,is broken, the place is won and loft of
both fides, then he that thrufteth firft , fpeedeth: if both
happen to thruft together,they are bothi in diger. Thefe
things fometimes by true times, by change ot fights,by
chanceare avoided. o
The fift caufeis their weapons are moft commonly
too long tovncrofle without going backe with the feet.
The fixt caufeis  their weapons are moft commonly
too heauieboth to defend and offend in due time; & by
thefe two laft caufes many validt mé haue loft theit liues

W hat is the caufe that wifemen in learning or praiifing
thesr weapons | ave deceinedwith

- dtalian Fencers.
No fight perfect . g _
! that 1t dnein +EITere are foure caufes:the firft, heir fchoolmaifters
force g true . P . #
time. are imperfect: thefecondis , that whagfaeuer they.

teach,is;both true & falfestrue in their derndftrations,
according with their force8 time ingétle play,& ingheir
actions

|

L BN mmRn T

Pirzdoxesof Defence _

ations according with true force & time in rough play
ot fighe falfe:for exdple there is as much difference be-
wwixtthefe twokind of fights as there is betwixt the true
picture of Sit Bewis of Southampten,& Sir Bewss himfelf,if
hewereliving. The third,none ci indge of the Craft but
the Crafts-man s the vnskilfull, be he neuer fo wife ,can
nottruly iudge of his teacher,or skill,the which he lear-
neth, being vnskilfulhimfelfe.Laftly,& to confirme for
truthall that thalbe amifle notonly in this excelléc Sci-
enceof Defence, but in allother excellent fecrets moit
commonly the lye beareth as gooda thew of truch, as
truth it fclfe. ’

Of the falfe refolutions andwaine opinions of Rapier-men,
andof the canger of death thereby enfuing.

%M Tisagreatqueftion,&efpecially amégft 4
4 ) the Rapier-men ,who hath the vantage of
3y the thrufter, or ofthe warder. Some hold
49 frongly,thatthe warder hath the vantage:

b others fay , it is moft certain thatthe thru-

| fterhaththe vantage.Now when two do happé to fight,

being both of one mind, thatthe thrufter hath the van-
tage,they make all thiftchey can, who thall gjue the firft
thruft:as for example two Captaines at Soushampton -
ucn as they were going to take (hipping vonthe key fel
at ftrife,drew their Rapiers ,and prefently,being defpe-
rate hardie or refolute,as they call it, wich all force and
ouer great {peed, ran with their rapiers one at the o-
ther,& were both {laine. Now when two of the contrary
opinion fhall meet and fight,you fhall fee verie peacea-
ble warresbetweenc them:for they verily thinke thac he
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that firft thrufteth is in great danger ofhis life , there-
fore with all fpeede doput thcmfcluc§ in w:}rd , Of Sto-
cata,the (ureft gard of all other,as ##ncentio faith, and
therevpon they ftandfure, faying the one to theother
thruft and thou dare; and faith the other , thruft and
thou dare, or ftrike or thruft and thou dare,faith the o-
ther: then faich the other, ftrike or thruft and thou d?rc
forthy life . Thefe two cunning gentlemen ftanding
long time together, vpon this worthie ward , they both
depart in peace, according to the old prouerbe : Itis
ood {leeping in a whole skinne . Againe if two fhall
f%ght,thc one of opinion that he that thrufteth haththe
vantage,andthe other of opinion, that the warder hath
thevantage, then moft commonly the thrufterbeing
valiant, with all fpeed thrufteth home, and by reafon
ofthe time and {wift motion of his hand , they are moft
commonly with the points oftheir rapiers, or daggers,
orboth, oneor both of them hurt or flaine; becaufe
their [paces of defence inthatkind of fight are too wide
induetimeto defend ,andthe place being wonne, the
eye of the Patientby-the fwift motion of the Agents
hand, is deceiued.Another refolution they ftand @rc
vpon fortheirliues, tokill their enemies, in the which
they are moft commonly flaine themfelues : that is this:
When they find the point of their enemiesrapierout
ofthe right line, they{ay,they may boldly make home a
thruft with a Paffata the which they obferue, and do ac-
cordingly:but the other hauing a fhorter time with his
hand, as nature manie times teacheth hlm,fod.aml'y tur-
nech his wrift,whereby he meeteth the other in his paf-
fage inft with the point of hisrapier in the face or body.

And this falfe refolution hath coft manic a kife, e

A e e T
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That the canfe that manie ave fo often flaine ,and wranie
fore burt in fight with lomg Rapiersis not by reafon of
their dangerons thrufts, nor cunningne(fe of thas
Italsemated fight but in the lemgth and

vaweildine(Je thereof.

AA| fhort fwords both ftrike,thruft, flfe and
\Z(3| double » by reafon oftheir diftance and
é W] nimblenefle thereof, more dangeroufly
R2@] then they can with long Rapiers: and yet
when two fight with fhort fivordes auing true fight,
there is no hure done:neitheris it poflible in anie rca?on N
that anie hurt (hould be done betwixt them of either
fide, and this is wellknowne to all fuch as haue the per-
fetion of true fight . By this it plainely appeareth, that
the caufe of the grear {laughter, and fundrie hurts done
by long Rapicrs, confiftethnot in long Reach , dange-
rous thruftes, nor cunningnefle of the Italian fight, bue
in the inconucnient length, and vnweildinefle of their
longRapiers: whereby it commonly falleth out , that in
all their Actions appertaining to their defence, they are
vnable, in due time ro performe,and continually in dan-
ger of cuerie croffe, that fhall happen to be madewith
their rapier blades, which being done , within the halfe
rapier;(vnlefle both be of one mind with all fpeedtode-
part, which feldome orneuer hapneth betweene men
of valiant difpofition )it is impoffible tovncrofle, or get
out, or toauoid the ftabbes of the Daggers . And this
hath falne our manie times amongft valiant men at
thofc weapons,
Lo C

w- T is moft cereaine, that men may with 5
(‘

»
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ing and (fanding faft.in Rapicr fight , the runmer
Of ruswing ﬂ" £ /ml/)gfbe vantage.

2 o valiane men do fight being both cun-

Eu?; in running,8 that they both v{e the fame

% at one inftant , their courfe is doubled , the

2ce is wonne of both fides , and one or both ot;‘ tl}:gm
will commonly beflaine ot fore hurt: and ifone 'gb them
{hall runne,and the other ftand faft vpon the Imb n{v{au
or Stecata ot howfocuer, the place wilbe at on:l inftant
wonne of one fide, and gained of the other,, andone v(}t
both of them wilbe hurt or flaine : if both fhall prefe
hard vpon the guard, hethat firft thrufteth homein t}:‘uc
place, gurtethf the other : & if both thruft uogcthcthr, t b:y
“are both hurt:.yet fome vantage the runner ha ’ h‘
caufe he is anvncertaine markf:, andinhis motion : dt e
other is a certaine marke,and ina dea(_i motion : a:k_ bz
reafon thercof manie times the vn§k ilfull man tl cth

vantage he knoweth nachow , againft him that lyet
watching vpon his ward or Stocata guard. ‘

Of friking andthruﬁingvb‘otb rogesber.
—=a] Itis ftrongly holden of manie, that if in
@ fight they find theirenemyto haue more
#7(3| skill then themfelues,they prefently will
b | continually ftrike & thruft iuft with him,

g .3\4 whereby they will make their- fight as
ashis, andthereby haue as good aduantage as the
otherwith all his skill : bu if their fwordes bcflon‘ge.:
thenthe other, theg their aduantage is greats r:::i ﬂx:

SRR
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eertaine (fay they ) thataninch will kill a man: but if
their fwordes be much longer then the other, then their
aduantageis fo grear, thatthey wilbe fure by thrutting
andftriking iuftwith theother, that they will alwaies
bust him thathath the (hort fword,and go cleare them-
felues, becaufe they will reach him , when he fhall not
reach them . Thefe men fpeake like fuch as talke of Ro-
bin Hoode , that neuer {hot in his bow; for to ftrike or
thruftiuft together with aman of skill, lyethnotin the
will of the ignorant | becaufe the skilfull man alwaies
fighteth vpon the true times, by the which the vnskilfull
isftill difappointed ofboth place and time, and there-
fore driuen of necetlitie ftill to watch the other when &
what he will doe; thatis, whether he will ftrike | thruft,
or falfe: if the vskilfull ftrike or thruft in the time of fal-
fing , therein he neither firiketh nor thrufteth iuft
withthe other : he may faic he huth @troke or thruft be-
forehim , butnot iuft with him, nor to anie good pur-
pofe; for in thie time of falfing , ifhe f!rike or thruft he
ftriketh or thrufteth too fhore: for in that time he hath
neithertime nor placeto firike home, andasi is faid,
thevnskilfull man , that will take vpon him to ftrike or
thraft iuft wich the skilfull , muft firft behold what the
man of skil will doe,and whenhe will doeit , and ther-
foreof neceflitie is driuen to fuffer the skilfull man tobe
the firft mouer, and entredinto his A&ion, whether it
be blow or thruft , the trith therofin reafon cannot be

denied. Now iudge whether it be poffible for an vnskil-
full man to ftrike or thruft iuft togetherwith a man of
skill sbut the skilfull man can moft cergainly ftrike and
thruftiuft together with thevnskilfull, beeaufe the vn-
skilfult ighteth vpon falfe times, wcl;ich being too long

-~
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to anfwere the true times, the skilfull fighting vpon the
true times , although the vnskilfull be the firft mouc& ’
& entredintohis A&ion ,whether itbe blow or thruft;
yetthe fhortefle of the truc times makethat the plea-
fure of the skilfull aiuft mecting together: inperfe&
fight two neuer ftrike or thruft t(:gcthcfé becaufe they

fuffer place nor time topertorme it .

ncx_;g:"o vnslglfull men m:miep times by chance ftrike
and thrufte together, chancevato icm , becaufe tl‘(;gy.
know not what theydoe, or how it commeth topafle:
but the reafons or caufes be thefe. Sometimes two falfe
times meet 8 make a iuft time together , & fometimes a
true time and a falfe time meeteth aud.makcth a juft
time together, and fometimes two truc times meet anfd-
make a juft time together, Andall this hapnethbecaufe
the truetime and place is vnknowne vnto them.

George Siluer his refolution vpon that bidden or doubs-
full queftion  who haththe aduantage of the
Offender or Defender.

he aduantage is ftrongly holden of many

S to be in the. offender, yea in fomuch, that
% )| iftwo minding to offend i their fight , it
Mis thought to be in himthat firft ftriketh
“ orthruﬁcth .Others ftrongly hold opini-
onthat the warder abfolutely hath ftill the aduvitage,but
thefe opinions as they are contrary the one to theother :
foare they contrarie to true fight , as may wellbe feene
by thefe thort examples. If the aduantage be inthe war-
der, thea it is not good anie time to firiks or thruft: if

the aduantage be in the firiker or thrufter, thenwereit
| a frivolous
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2 frivolous thing tolearne to. ward , orat anie time to
fecke to ward , fince in warding lieth difaduantage.
Now may it plainly by thefe examplesappeare, that if
there be anie perfection in fighe , thatboth fides are
decciued in their opinions , becaufe if the firiker or
thrufter haue the aduantage  then is the warder fill in
danger of wounds or death . Andagaine,ifthe warder
hathrthe aduantage , then is the ftriker or thrufter inas
great daunger to defend himfelfe againt the warder,
becaufe the warder from his wards , takethaduantage
of the ftriker or thrufter vpon euerie blow or thruft,
thac(hall be madeagainit him . Thenthus Iconclude,
that if there be perfection in the Science of De-
fence ,they are all in their opinons deceiued; and that
thetruth may appeae for the fatisfa&tion of all men,
this ismy refolution: there is no aduantage abfolute-
IK’ nordifaduantage in ftriker, thrufter, or warder :and
there isa great aduantage in the ftriker thrufter & war-
der:but in this maner , in the perfe&ionof fight the ad=
uantage confifteth in fight betweene partic and partie:
thatis, whofoeuer winneth or gaineth the place in true
pace , fpace and time , hath the aduantage , whether

hebe ftriker, thrufter orwarder. And thatis my re-
folution,

Of Spanish fight vith the R apier.

=& He Spaniardis now thought to be a better
\\man with his Rapierthen is the Italian,
3 /% Frenchman, high Almaine, or anie other
1) Jcountrie man whatfocuer , becaufe they in
theirRapier-fightftand vpon fomanice intricate trickes,

C3
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that in all the courfe of a mans life itfhall behardto
learne them,and if they miflc in doing the leaft of them'
intheir fight,they arc in danger of death. But the Sps-
niardin his fight,both fafely to defend himfelfe ,and to
endanger his enemie,hath but one onelylying,andtwo
wards to learne , wherein aman with finall pradtife ina
verie fhort time may become perfect.

This is the maner of Spanifh fight , they ftand as
braue as they can with their bodies ftraight vprigh,
narrow fpaced,with their fect continually mouing,asif
they werein a dance, holding forth their armes and Ra-
piers verie ftraight againft the face or bodies of their c-
nemies:& this 1sthe only lying to accomplith that kind
offight. And thisnote, thataslongas any man (hall
lie in that maner with his arme,and point ot his Rapier
ftraight, it (hall be impoffible for his aduerfarie to hurt
him, becaufe in that ftraightholding forth of his arme,
whichway foeuer ablow fhall be made againfthim by
reafon that his Rapier hilt lyeth fo farrebefore him;he
hathbut averie litle way to moue, to make his ward per-

fe&,in this maner. Ifablow be madeattheright fide
ofthe head,averie litlemouing of the hand with the
knuckles vpward defendeth that fide of the head or bo-
die, and the pointbeing ftill out ftraight,greatly endan-
ercth the firiker: and fo likewife, if ablow be made at
the left fide of the head , a verie fmall turning of the
wrift with the knuckles downward,defendeth that fide of
the head andbodie ,and thepoint of the Rapier much
indingereth the hand,arme, face or bodie of the ftriker:
and ifgniethruftbe made ,thewards, by reafon ofthe
indire@ions in moving the feet in mancr of dauncing,
as aforefaid, maketh a perfe@ ward, and ftill withall the
= point

|I i. | j
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gomt. greatlyendangereth the other, And this'ls the
_Spanifhi fighe perfet: fo long as you cankeepéthat or-
der,and foone learned, and therefore tobe accounted
th? beft fight with the Rapier of all other. But noté how
this Spanifh fight is perfect, and yoh thall fée no
longer then you cankeepe your paint: firaight 4gainft
xY(HH aduerfarie: asfor example  Thaie heard the like
c . R - Coveee T
Therewas acunning Do&or 2t his firft going to fea,
being doubtfull thar he {hould-bé fealficke, anGldwo-
man perceining the {ame, faid vnro him:Sir, I pray,be
of good comfort, Iwill teach yoit a tricke to auoid that
fio',uBt;here is afine pibble ftone, if you pleafe to,:iéEépt
it, rake it with you, and when yoube on fhip-bord, put
it i your mouth , and as long as you fhall keepe the
fame in your mouth,vpon my credit’you thall never vo:
mit:the Doctor beleeued her,and tooke it thankfully at
her hands, and when he was at fea;he began to be ficke,
whereupon he prefently’ pur the ftonein his mouth |
& thetc kept it folong as he pofflibly cduld bur thl"ough’
his cxtreme ficknefle the ftone with vomit was caft out
ofhis mouth: then prefently he remébred how the wo-
man had mocked him, and yet her words werg true.
Euen foa Spawiard haning his Rapier point put by,
mayreceiuca blow on thehead, ora qﬁt oner the face,
hand, or arme,ora thruft in thé body or face,and yet his

- Spani(hfight perfe@, fo longashe can icepe ﬂrai%lht
is

the point ofhis Rapier againft the face or body of hi
aduerfarie:which is as cafi¢ jn that maner of fight to be
done, 3s it was for the Door in.the' ¢xtremity of his
vomite to keepe the floneinhismauth, -

. Yetoneotherpretic icft moré fcarce worth the rea-
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ding,in commendation of outlandifh fight, There was
an /ealismteacher of Defence in my time, who was fo
excellent in his fight,thathe would haue hit ani¢ En-

lith man with a thruft,iuft vpon any button in his dou-
Elct, and this was much fpoken of..

Alfo there was another cunning man in catching of
wildgeefc, hewould haue madenomore ado, whenhe
had heard them crie, as the maner of wildgeefe is,fying
ong after another in-towes , but prefentlylooking vp,
wouldtellthem;, if there had bene a dofen,fixteene,twe-
tic ,or more, he would haue taken cueric one. Andthis
tale was manie times told by men of good credit, and .

- much maruelled at by the hearers: & theman thatwold

haue taken the wildgeefe, was ofgood credite himfelfe:
maric they faid, indeed he did neuer take anic, butaca-
nie time when he had looked vp, andfeene them flic in
that maner,he wouldwithall his heart haue takenthé,
buthe could no more tellhowtodoit, then could the
cunning Jtalian Fencer tellhowto hit an anli.f‘h_n;:ais,~
witha thruftiuft vpon any one of his buttons,when he
lifted. i

Illufions for the maintenance of i»;l;'erfeﬂ weapons é‘ﬁo"./?

fights to feare or difcourage the vnskilfull intheir
weapons,fromtaking atrue courfe or vfe,
for antdiningtotheperfelt know-
ledge of true fight. :
@2 Irft for the Rapier(faith thetalian, orfalfe

e QIS teactier) T hold jt fo be aperfe@ gopdwea
teacher). 4 hoig) _ =
oy d po.hecaufe the éroffe hindreth not to hold
AL the handle in the hand,tothruft b‘o_t!xf;ar&
ftraighe, & to vl all maner of aduantagesin the wards,
‘ N .- v iy . . Or
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otfadainly tocaft théfame ar the aduerfiriey bixxwith’

the Sword you are driuen with all the ftrength:of the

band to hold fat the handle. Andin the warresIwould

wi(hno friend of mine to weare Swords with hilts , be-

caufe whowrthey are foduibly fecvpon, forhafte they fee .
their handsvpon theirhiles inflesdof theithandles : in =+ -
which time it hapneth manic times before they can Thosawnterus
draw their fwords, they are{laine by their cnemies.And ﬁ":’j‘:,:::}g;
for Sword and Buckler fight,it is imperfc,becaufe the st fraw mot the
buckler blindeth the fighr, neither wonld'I have anie srue fght fi5 ,’;:
mian lie aloft with hishand abouc his head, to fhrikeeymeer "
found blowessSirong blowes arenanghs efpecially be- '

ing fetaboue the head, becaufethéreinall the faceand
bodie is difaouered. Ye] confefle ;in oldtimes , when ¥ inmee
blowes were only vied with thore Swords & bucklers, &cics i timer raft
back Sword, thefe kind of fights were'good & moft mi- theywareges
ly,butnowin thefe daics fighris dleered. Rapicrsare 16- 07 ;.l;.':','a..
gerfor aduirage théfwordswere wét tabe: whé blowes forfusbecane
werevfed, men were fafimple in theirfight ;. tharthe x»,',':;;‘f;'f,‘::,ﬁff:
thought him tobe a cowatd, that wold make achnsfborwnder theperfoct
firikeablow beneath the:girdle.Againe, iftheir weapsrofe the/word
were fhort,as in times paft they were , yet fightis better ,,(’,.:7,/:;',};:,7,
looked intointhefe dayes,shan then itwas, VWho s it ir or « theeggeri
thefe daies feeth notthat the blow.copafkeh round like freat Haduans
awheele , whereby jt hath alongerwayto'go: - butthe coerse .f,;,j.u'a:.
thruft pafleth in a ftraight line arid therefore commeth thelegsis oo
anearer way,and done in a thorter time thé is the blow, ﬁ:f}'n: Z’s’lﬁ
and is more deadly then is the blow? Therefore there is 4 # d/eovered:
no wife:man that will ftrike; vnleffe hesbe ‘wearie f:,f/:f’,‘,’:,‘:‘ the
ofhislife. Itis certaine , that the point for dduantage tha they didnes
eucrie way'in fightisto be vied , the blow is veeerly r/ rr frike

naught ,and not tobe vied . He thatgghtcth vpon the Er'ﬁix‘.}eﬂ:
_ o
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ainthfidde  blow efpecially with afhort fiword , wilbe fore hug or
;,',f,’,",f':',,;‘, flaine. The deuill can {ay no more for the maintenance.
j-‘;d:z:{:jd;t . oferrors. - et

e fougit . L - _ R
}'.‘i'l?,fif,‘.m That 8 Wow commeth continually és nere & vay as & thraft,
profimly baue "t amd nedff commonly mearer, fironger,
himinte . .
ot more /'mﬂg;,::d is fooner
1§ .9 Hé-blow;ﬁy reaf5 chatit compafleth round

A confuasion | [ PP like 3 wheele, whereby ithath alonger way
of their ervowrs,  GRN

(o™ 1o comeas the [talian Fenfer faich, & that
\ the thruft paffingin a ftraightline,commeth
anearer way, and therefore ts fooncr done then ablow,'
is not true: thefe betheproofes. : -

Let two lie in theie perfect ﬁrcngths andreadinefle,
wherein the blades of their Rapiersby the motion of the
body,may notbe crofled of cither fide,the one to ftrike,
and the other tothruft. Then micafure the.diftance or
courfe: whereinthehand and hile paffeth to finifh the
blow of the one, and the thruft of the other, and you
fhall find them both by meafure, in diftanceall one.

And lec anie. manofiudgement being feene in the ex-

excile of weapons; riotbeing more addicted vato nouel- -

tiesof fight, thenvnto truth it felfe, putin meafure, and
pra&ife thefe three fights , variable , open, and guar-
dant,andhe thall fee, that whenfocuer anie manlyeth at
thethruft vpon the variable: fight , (where of acceffitic
moft commonly he Iyeth,, or otherwifenot poffiblie to
keepe his Rapiet from croffing at the blow & thruft, vp-
ontheopen orgardantfight, Jthatthe blowes & thruftes

two fightes, come anearer way , and amore
from thefetwo fightes, com Trongee
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fronger and fwiftcr courfe then doth the thrnt, ont of
the variable fight. And thus foragenerall rule , where-
foeuer the Thrufter lyeth, orout of what fight focuer
he fighteth, with hisRapier, or Rapierand Dagger, the
blowin his courfe commeth as neare, and nearer,and
more{wiftind fironger then doththé thruft. .. . .

Perfect fighs flandeth vpon both blow and tbmﬂ , tbe;eé
JSorethe thyaft is mot omely to be yfed. C

1@ Hat theie is no fight perfe@ withoutboth ,,

W blow and thruft : neither is there anie cer-

W& [Py t2ine ruletobe fer downe forthevicofthe
@Yl point onely, thefe be the realons : In fight Zf.‘.’.'{.'“é.’; »
there are manie motions , with the hand,, bodie, and S
feet,andin euerie motion the place of the hand is alte-
red, & becaufe by the motions of the hand, thealtering

= of the places of the hand, the changes of lyings ,wards,
and breaking of thruftes, the hand will fometimes be in
place to ftrike, fome times to thruft , fometimes after a
blowts thruft, and fometimes after a thruft to ftrike, &

t fométimes in place where you may ftrike, and cannot

thruft without loffe of time , and fometimes in place
where you may thruft, and cannot firike without loffe of
time , and fometimes in place where youcan neither
ftrike nor thruft vnlefle you fight vpon both blow and
thruft, nor able to defend your felfe by ward or going
backe, becaufe your fpace wilbe too wide, and your di-
ftance loft . And fometimes when you haue made a
thruft, award or breaking is taken in fuch fort with the
Dagger or blade of the Sword,that you ci neither thruft
againe;nor defend yourfelfe vngﬂ'e youdo ftrike,which
: 2
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yourmay founidly doe, and go free,and fometimes whes

yau ftrike, 4 ward wilbetaken infuch fort, that yout can-

nox. firibe againe , nor defend your felfe , vnlefic you

thruft,which youmay fafely-dog dnd goe frec. So to

conclude, there isno perfeGion in the true fight,, with-

out both blow and thruft, nor certaine ruleto be fet

downe for the point onely. o N

That the L‘Ya_w is more dangérous, qm{ dtfd{ yin ﬁgl{r thend
shraft , for proofe theie'oft‘o bemade according with Ars,
. SBEng(ishman holdeth aygument againft au lsaliam. .

Lo il o dsediew o
e@Feden] Hich is more dangerous or deadly in
b 3\\‘3;7!f /) fightofablowora thruffe *

\\% q‘i . .. Englishman, ,

i ‘A\\ 0 1»",‘{5 I This quettion is not propounded ac-
SRRV cordingroart , becaufe there isno fight
perfe& withoutboth blow and thruft.

’ b dtaliam. )

Let itbefo, yet opinions ateotherwife holden , thag
the thiruft is onely tobe vied; becaufc it commethg nea-
rer way, and is more dangerous and deadly, forthefe
reafons: fisft the blow compafleth round like awheele,
butthe thruft paffeth in a ftraight line,therfore the blow
by reafon of the compafle, hathalonger way to go then
the thruft, & is thereforélonger in doing,but the thruft
paffeth in aftraight line,therfore hath fhorter waytogo
thé hath the blow,& is therfore donein afhorter time, &
sstherfore much better then the blow, & more dange-
rousand deadly becauft if athruft dohiclthe face orbo-
dic, it indangeresh life, and moft commonly dt:.ath en-
fucth: bur if cheblow hit the bodie,tis not fodagerous,

‘ ' Englishmen,
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: Englisbman. :
Letyour opinios be what they wil,but that the thryf®
cOmeth ancarer way;&is {ooner done then the blow,is
not true:& for proofe thereof reade the twelfth Paradox,
Andnow will fer downe probable reafons, thatthe 7e iow mere:
blow is better then the thruft, and more dangerous and dengersos then
deadly.Firft,the blow commethas neare away,& moft "
comonlynearer then doth the theuft, & is therfore done
in athorter time then is the thruft: therfore in refpetof
time, wherupon fiadeth the perfection of fight,the blow
ismuchbetter then the thruit, ‘Againe,the force of the
thruft paflech ftraighe , therefore any croffe being indi-
rectlymade ,the force of a child may puticby:butthe
force of ablow pafleth indirectly, therefore mutt be di-
reétly warded in the counterchecke of his force: which
canot be done but by the couenicat {trength of aman,&
with truecrofle in true time, or elfe wil not fafely deféd
him: and is therfore much better, 8 more digerous thé
thethruft , and againe, the thruft being ma(ﬁ: through
thehand,arme,or leg,or in many places of the body and
face,arenot deadly , neither are they maimes,or lofle of
limmes or life, neither is he much hindred for the time
in his fight,as long as the bloud is hot:for example.
Ihauc knowne a Gétlerri hurt in Rapier fight,in nine
ox ten places through the bodie, armes, and legges,and
yethath continued in his fight , &afserward hath flaine
the other,and come home and hath bene cured of all his 74, 410w corrert
woiids without maime, & is yet lining But the blow be- off she hand, the
ing ftrdgly made, taketh fomtimes cleane away the hand ;’;"’;}.ﬁ:f‘f;"‘
from the arme ,hath manietimes bene feene. Againe, ixes,
a full blow vpon the head or face with a fhort {harpe
Sword,is moft commonly death. 1;\ full blow vpon the




He thesgineth
the firff wound
with a firong

" blow, commann~
dethy she lifeof
sbeother.
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necke, fhoulder, arme,orlegge, indangerethlife , cut-
teth offthe veines , mufcles ,and finewes, perifheth the
bones : thefe wounds made by the blow, in refpeétof
perfe& healing,are the loffe oflimmes, or maimesin-
curablefor cuer.

And yet more for theblow:a ful blow vpon the head,
face,arme, leg, or legs,is death, or the partic fowoun-:
ded in the mercic of him that thallfo wound him. For
what man {hall be able lonF infightto ftand vp , either
toreuenge, or defend himfelfe, hauing the veines,mu-
fcles, and finewes of his hand, arme , or leg cleane cuta-
funder? or being difinembred by fich wound vpon the
face or head , but fhall be enforced therby,and through
the loffe of bloud, the otheralitle dallying with him to
yeeldhimfelf, orleauehis lifc in his mercic?

And for plainer deciding this cGtrouerfic betweene
the blow ans the thruft, confider thisfhortnote, The
blow commeth manie wayes,the thruft dochnot fo.The
blow commeth a nearer way then athruft moft com-
monly, andis therefore fooner done. The blow requi-
reth the firength of a man tobe warded s but the thruft
may be putby,bythe forceofachild. A blowvponthe
hand ,arme, or legge isamaime incurable; but a thruft
in the hand, arme, or legge s to be recoucred. The
blow hath manie parts to wound, and in eucrie of
them commaundeththelifes but the thruft hath buca
few,as the bodic or face, and not in cueric part of
themneither. '

C of
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Of the difference betwixt thetyse fight ¢ the falle: whey-
inconfifteth (the Principles being hadwith the d.
rection of the foure Gowermers) the whole
perfection o}tﬁgln with all ma-

ey of weapons, N

s o | He true fights be thefe: whatfoeuer is 14

%| done with the hand before the foct or
feet is truefight. The falfe fights be thefe:
M| whatfoeuer is donewith the footor feer
before the hand,is falfe,becaufe the hand
1s fwifter then the foot , the foot or feet being aflower
mouer then theband: the hand in that maner of fight is
tiedto the timeof the foot or feet, and being tied there-
1o, hathloft his freedome, and is made thereby as flow
i.n;‘;iﬁ_ motions as the foot or feet: and therfore that fight
isfalfe. :

Of ewilloyders or cutomes in our English Féce-[chooles b
of the old or ancient teaching of weapons G things very
nece(farie to be continuedfor the ansiding of cr-
yors,andrenining andconmtimuance of our
ancient vueapons andmofi victo-
rious fight againe.

A Here isin my opinid in our Fence-fchooles 15
an cuill order or cuftome in thefe dayes v-
by fed, the which,if it might ftand with the
Lot K. goodliking of our Maifters of Defenee,, I
&SGR thinke itneceffarieto be lef: for aslong as
it is vied,it(hallbe hard to make a good Scholler.




34 Stlerbis .-
“Thatis this, at thefinglc Sword, Swordand Dagger, &
Sword and Buckler theyforbid the thruft, 8 atthe fins;
E\eRzpict , and Rapier & Dagger,they forbid the blow,
ither they arebothtogetherbeft,orthe thruft altoge-
ther beft ,or the blow altogether befh Ifthe thruft be
beft, why do we notvfeitat the fingle Sword,Sword &
Dagger , & Swordand Buckler. Ifthe blow be beft,wh
dowenotvfe it at the fingle Rapier,Rapier & Poinjard?-
Butknowing by the Artof Armes, that no fightis per--
fe@ without both blow and thruft ,why do we not vfe-
. and teach both blow and thruft? But howfoeuer this we!
dayly fee, that whé two meet in fight,whether they haue
skitf or none, vnleffe fuch as hauetied théfelues to that
boyi(h, Jralian,weake,imperfect fiht, they both firike
and thruft, andhow fhall hethen do; that being much.
taught in fchoole ,neuerlearned to ftrike , nor how to:
dcfend a ftrong blow? 8 how fhall he thé do,that being
brought vp in Féce-fchoole that never learned o thiruft
with the fingle Sword , Sword and Dagger ,and Sword
and Buckler,nor how at thefe wca?c')s to breake a thruft?
Surely, I thinke 2 downe rightfellow, that neuer came
in{choole, viing fuch skill as naure yecldeth outof his
courage, ftrength, andagilitic, with good downe righe
blowes and thrufts among , as (hall bett frame inhis
hands, fhold put one of thele imperfect fchollersgreat-
ly cohis fhifts.Befides, there arenow in thefe dayesno
gripes, clofes, wreftlings , ftriking with the hils, dag-
gers, or bucklers , vfed in Ferice-{chooles. Our plough-
men by nature wil do all thefe things with great ftrégth
& agility:but the Schooleman is altogethervnacquain-
ted with thefe things.He being faft tyed tofuch fchool-

playas he hath learned , hathloft thereby the benefite
of

) Paradoxéscf Defenge,
:o&ﬁgufa; arjdthe plowmanis nowby nature with%"i:st '
greafarre better manthen hc.;;rhcrcfpréi_h my’opi'riidh"
as long aswebarre anic maner of play in fchoole ,'w'fé
fhall l}ardly make a good fcholler: there is no maner ¢f
fcachmg_comga;abl,ci to the. old angient teaching, thac
is,firft cheir quarters,then theirward :s blowes thrufts
andbreaking of thrultes, then their Clofes and Gripcs:
ﬂrgl%ng witlthe hils, Daggers, Bucklers, Waftlings,
firiking with the fugse or kneeinthe Coddes , and all *
-thefe age fafcly defeoded:in leamning perfectly of the
Gripes. And this is the anci¢nt teaching, the petfeCtelt 1 thewarres
& molt beft teachings and without this teaching , there #e i s sbfer-
fhallneuer fcholler be made able , doc hisvitermoft, v
_vorfight fafe, Againe theirfiwordes ir fchooles arctoo simes v an-
dong by almoft haltea foote towncrofle, withotit going ™™™
backe with the feete , within diftance or perfectly to
ftrikeorthruft within the halfcor quarter fword . And
in fervingofthe Prince, whenmen do mect together in
publique fight , are vererly natight and ¢nferuiceable .
~The beft lengthe: for perfe teaching of the truc fight Loagwees

, t9 bevled and continued in Fence fchooles , toaccord inerfect,

;withthe'trne (tatures of all men, ae thefe. Thie blade to
.be a.yacd and gn inch for meane atarts, apd fc@hcn
) p_{‘tpul. fLagices, a yard 'zixjd,'thr‘cé‘ ofiofffc;ihéﬁ;hpiﬂo

more . And I would faie ‘the'Rapice tontinued in
{chooles, alwaies readic for fischag thall'thinké them-
Seluésgunming, or (all haue delightto play ‘with thae
mpet S‘Y‘t‘ weapon Proutited alwaies;that the' Schdole-
.ms}li}cr,qr: Vihér plifwith him with hig fHotéSword,
plying hiusn wich alf nvader of figlit according to the
sruc are: this being continued the trath fhatl floutith,

$hs Iye thalbe bearén dotwnc End all nations not ha-

i
i



' " Ceorge Siluerhic " )
uing the true fcience, (hallcome with alf gladnefic to
:l::%:l!i‘:n?::dﬁn 2 b’nuc Engli(h maifters of Defence
tolcarne thecrue ﬁghtfor‘thcudcfcncc. o

Principles of troefight withall- -
Thegroands ”;mm z'wapbm.

) udgement,Lyings, Diftance, Dire&i-
2C gnﬁ, {)afcg s Spacté, l);lase » Time, Indirecti-
{ on, Motion, A&ion, generall and conti-
, nuall Motion ; Progreffion Regreflion,
Trauerfing , and Treading of groundes,
Blowes, Thruftes , Faulfes, Doubles, Slipes }(\{/J_td:;,
breakings of Thrufts,Clofings, Gripes, 8 WA rad énlg;é
Guardant fight, Open fight, Variable fight, andClo
fight, and foure Gouernours, .

- TG wardes of slmancr of weapons.

2 weapons haue foure wardes, and
&uﬁgflitc wpeapon's haue cight wardes.
7$| Thefingle fwordhath twowiththepoine
=£\\} vp , andiwo withthic oint downe. The
. e  Staffe and all m:ln[:r of weapons t0 be v
fed withboth handes haue thé like, L
&dTL:hS}:vot?d and Buckler, and Sword aind Dagger a!:c
doubleweapons, and haue eig?}t wardes, ,t,woawx;g:;_ :
pointyp, andewo with the pojat downe,, and two ‘qd
Lhelegges withthe point downe, thepoint tobz cau:u:é
E‘;bﬁ es ofthe legges, with the knuckles downe-

*ward, and two wardes withthe Dagger or Buckler for

the head, TheFomelt bill isadouble weagon ‘BYWJ&

Paredoxes of Defences L4

of the head, and therefore hath cightwardes, foure with
the Stafte, foure with the head, fonre of them to bevied
aswith the ftaffe, and the other foure with the head, the
one vp, the other dowgg, and the other fidewaics.

The mames and wambers of times appertaining vmto fight
. bothtyue andfalfe.

&) Here are eighttimes , whereof foure are
Za)| true, and foure are falfe: the true times
4] bethefe.
@ | The time of the hand;
) | The time of the hand and bodie,
The time of the hand,bodie and foote.
Thetimeof thehand, bodieand feete,
"o Thefalfe timesbe thefe.
The time of thefoote, ‘
The time of the foote and bodje, .
The time ofthe foote, bodie andhand, .
Thetimeofthe fecte, bodie and hand,

Thus have I thoughe good to feparate and make
knowne the true times from the falle , with the true
wardes thereto belonging, that thereby the rather in
practifing of weapons, a true courfe may be taken for
the avoiding of errours and ewill cuftomes, and fpecdie
atraining of good habit or perfect being inthetruevic
andknowledge of allmaner of weapons.

Of the length of weapens, -and how ewerie man may fit hiri-
Jelfe inshe perfect lengsh of bis weapon, accor-
ng 80 his owne flasure | with brieferes-
Jomswhercfore shey ngbé tobefo,
.- z
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Ifth: fivord bs
longer, you ¢an
bardly vncroffe
with:wt goin

backe wi'l your
feet. 1 florter,

#héyou can hard-

lymake atrwe
eroffe without

wetingin of your

fut,lln which

imes are #o0 long

soan/werthe

sine of tixe hand,

T be like vesfont

forehe (Pore

CeorgeSilaerbis '
Oknow the perfed length of your Sword,
youfhall ftand with yourfiwordand dagger-
2 drawn,asyou fee this pi€ture ,keepirig ot -
# ftratghtyour dagger arme, drawing backe
your fword as far as conucniently you can, not opening
the clhow ioynt of your fword arme:and looke what you -
can draw withinyour dagger , thatis the iuft length of
your fivord,to be made according to your owie ftature,

faffe,balf Pike, 1

Forrefibill, Par-

sifanpr Gleweyor . »
Juch Lke weapons +127
of perfect length,

AS I'hauc here made a figuratiue demon-
ftration, toknow the perfe& length of the
Sword, asafore s fayd; fo haue I in the page fo-
lowing , for the plainer vnderftanding of the
Reader, fetfoorth a forme of ftanding,to know
the lengths of the fhort Staffe , halfe Pike, Fo-
reft Bill, Partifan and Gleue, or fuch like
weapons ofaduantage,asfhall alfo
beft fit the ftatures of
allmen.,

E3
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Paradordes of Defemce. 29
‘The perfe& length of your two handfword is, the
blade.robe the lenath:of the bladuaf yourfingle fwand:
To keow' the: perfedt dengchofyonpfhoratie, or
ha'f Pike,Forreft bil; Partifan or Gleue or fuch like wea-
pons of vantage and perfeé@ lengths, youthall tand vp-
right,hold:ngehe ftafte vprighriclofe by yourbody,with
your left hid, 'rcachi'.zgwu'q yonrright hapd y_ou'r (tafte,
ashighacyoicar, and then dliwtadharleagrh a fpace |
to fet bothyour hands, wh'cngxur‘ébm‘c;toﬁgﬁk syhere- |
inyouunay-conncnientiyftrikeythiuft; ang ygard, & that
is théjuftlength to be made acconding royouy QNacurg, :
. Ahddisnorethat thelelengths will cofamaty by 3 lloms.:
t6 breighrernine fooc:lang), aichwillfilhsugynom

iuft,the ttarures of all menywithost any lendmnet anal.

vato theminthzir fight,becanfeinany weapon wheria,!
thehands may be remousd, and atlibertig,samake.the :
weapon loger or (horeer infightiachis plmﬁue,qﬁag;‘;p&ﬁ !
the ftaffe behind the backmbihded doghimo harme,
Andwherfore thefeweapons ought to be of thelengths
aforefaid,and nno fhorter , thefe ar¢ thie reafons : 1 they.
fhould be fhorter, thenthedong Raffe Mogris Pike,and

fuchlike weapons ouer and aboue the perfect length,

fhouldhaue great van'tige againft dabflieranfe hemay.

come boldly and {afe wixhout anie.gard or ward ,to the
place whiere he may thruft home,and 31 euery chruft put
himin dadger of hislife:but i{thefe weaponsbe of fHeir
perfed lengths. , thencan thelong Rafle, the Moty
Pike, or anicother longer weapon ly newherg in true;
fpace, but thaltbe fill within compg.(z;,ogthc crofle, to

croflz andvacroffe,wherby he may{afely paffe homeso

theplage,where he magftrikdogthrafthim sharhighehe
long weapon, inthe head,face,0rbedy at his pkgfg%‘

Tty N ) E 3 ’




300 , aorgesﬁcrﬁis. oo ‘
of:bc Im‘gth ’of . .B_d:td;cxe-,, Ht/’hrl y0r blacke Bikl,
T o fuch dikaneveepons of weight, apperssining

R onrégmi_or batell, - -

20

(
% “notwellbe vfed much longer, becaufe of
2. M theirweights: and being weapons for the

T
Sald

witres or battell, when men are ioyned clofe together,
nisythrufi8 frike found blowds;with grearforce both .
ftiong and quicke s and finally for che iuft lengthsofall .

otherfhorter or longer weapons to be gouerned with

both hands,there is none: neither is thereaniccertaine -

lengthesinanic maner of weapons to be vied with one

hand,oucr orvader the iuft Iength of the fingle fword.

- Tl endeth the lowgeh of weapens,

of the vantages of weapons intheir kinds, phc?.r,é“ times,
o f‘cﬂn’n prinate andpublike fizhs, :
Wil VN s oA

75} Teft Awill beginwith the worlt weapon,
% | 41 imperfe& and infufficient weapon,
gt dnd ot worth the fpeaking of sbutnow
Ot being highlyefteemed, therefore ncteo
e b61;§c‘vnmucmbrcd';that.is » thefingle
Rapicr,and Ripicr andPoiniard. * :

~-The ﬁngleﬁgvo;d'had\ the vantage againft thefin-
g!kRa'pier. Be tt :

* The Swordand Dagger hathi tbe -vimagc 'againﬁ'thc‘ »

dierand Poiviards - -
Bapier v The

N anie.of thefe wea;ioqs there needeth
@A no inftfength but commonly they are,or
4 -oughe to befiuc or fixe foot long, & may

. ‘b‘u

o .. Pargdoxesof Defemce.: 3t
The Sword& Target hath aduitage againft the Sword
and Dagger, or Rapier and Poiniard. .
¢ ‘The Swordand Buckler hath aduantage againft the
Swordand Targer, the Sword and Dagger ,or Rapicr
and Poiniard. R » o

Thetwo hand Sword', haththe vantage againft the
Swordand Target,the Sword and Buckler , the Sword
and Dagger, orRapicrandPoiniard;

“The Bartel-axe , the Halbard,the Blacke-bill or fuch
like weapons ofweight,appertaining vato 'guarzi or bat-
tell,are all one in fight, and haueaduantage againft the
two hand Sword,the Sword and Buckler,the Sword and
Target,the Sword & dagger;or the Rapier& Poiniard.
. Thefhort ftaife orhalfe Pike, Forreft-bill, Partifan,
or Gléue , or fuch like weapons of perfeét length, haue
the vantage againft the Battel-axe, the Halbard, the
Blacke-bill, the two hand fword, the Sword and Target,
and aretoo hard for two Swords and' Daggers, ortwo
Rapicrs and Poinfardswith Gantlees , ana fot the foug
ftaffe and Morris Pike,

The long Staffe, Morris Pike, ot Tauelin, orfuchlike
weapons aboue the perfect Jength;baue aduantage a-

ainft all maner of weapons, the thort ftaffe, Welch

“hooke,, Partifan,or Gletie, brfichylike wéapons of van-

tage excepted; yettqoweake for two Swords andDag-

gers ortwo Swords and Bucklers ,6r twoRapiets and

Poiniards withGantlets, b:ci‘ufé'théy'fxre_ :oolgng _go

&, firike, and turiic fpeedily# “and by reafon of the

‘largcéiﬁancc,o‘nc ofthe Swotd and Dagger-mien will
‘ PR ’ : !

) gctbehind him.

The Welch hooke or Forreft billhath adudnfaéé a

.- gainfk all mancc of weapdriswhafocuédy- - i
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g’ Yetvndetftand, th’ﬁbauﬂs‘,agé where ya;ig_ngf
weaponsbe,amongft multitudesaf men x;dhog{‘gm g
Swiotd aced Farget, the twohand Swordyehé Battel-axe,
more dangerousin their offenceandfotces ;thenisghe
Sword and Buckler , fhort ftaffe ,long ttafte,or Forreft
bill. The Sward and Target leadethvpon Shot,and in
troupes defendeth thrults andblowes giuen. by battel-

thBladkebill,and Halbiardyare hetigr wegpons ;;‘?9' |
henisgh

- axe, Halbdrds; Blacke-bill ortwiohaud fwardsfar bet-

terthen canthe Sword and Buckler,:.. . - ..
. ‘The Morris Pike defgndeth the batell from both

hotfe aind man ; mueh better then cag the, fhore faffe,

Iong taffe; or Forreft bill. sAgaine, the Basecl-axe ,the
'_Pﬁlgbm‘a,t'ﬁe Blackehillythe mg/o l)qu_fﬂqrg{,q;3§:§;ildrd
& Target, among(atmed menand troppes,when men
ar¢ come tagether ;- by reafon oftheir weights, (hort-
heffe, and great forses ;do much more offend the ere-
it 8 arc thetintughdberserveagons thienss e fbort
faffe;the fong,Spafigs o Borpgtthills . .

. il i g
O the ihfflciengid and difpdusmages of the
:t :{;:} asjkg}kr;ﬁgkipﬁqgﬂ.;‘;. Gk g
PRIV 113 3 DS I U Ve LT D P TN
epev_.. o O tha gl R apicr,ot Rapidt & Poini+d,
¥ %&;;g ixghcéf:p&'s}infoﬂi;ijcqt veapotit:
o REH mdg(pcqiaﬁy‘in‘iﬁé'&rh’im? of the Priacé,
o ED G whenmen hall ioytictogethir, whattet-
10 nolas VEEEan g,f()_l_ll}(ﬁ&i‘éi%?}{;w ﬁ'Rn ic&‘-ha ¢hil-
{idith toy wheiwhhamngghdgqu@q ‘b’ "ﬂ{ -ﬂ}fkr
thatneither, by reafon of the lengeh; atd i bidiz inb-
- uingwhen blewes area deglipg!, forlatke ofahileisdin
daunger to haus his haad. o5 ‘?Eg_nc.cqrofﬁo histhead

ZEoeir il cloaghe

v Paradoxes of Defence. 33
cloven. And for Wardes and Gripes, theyhaue bone .
net.acr canany of thefefine Rapier men,forlacke of vfe,
tell howe to ftrike afoundblow. o

Of the vamtages and (ufficiencie ?ftb: shors
Sword fightimbatted. .. - - .

B S 2
are perfect good weapons , and efpecially

T Qi
{‘? in feruiceof thePrince.VVhat a braue weza-
) &_,

: 3“ 3 pon is afhort fharpe light Swatd; o carie,
to draw, to be nimble withall, to ftrike, to ¢ur, to thruft

]
C

both ﬁron% and quicke. And what agoodlydefeénceisa

ftrong fingle hile , when menare cluftering and hurling

together , efpecially where varietic of weapons be , in

theirinotions to- defend the hand, head, face, and bo-
dies, from blowes, that {halbe giuen fometimes with
Swordes, fometimes with two hanided Swordes, battell
Axe, Halbardes | orblacke Billes ; and fometimes men
fhalbe fo nearetogether , that they fhallhaueno fpace,
fearce to vfe the blades of their Swordes belowe their
waftes then theirhiles (cheir handes being aloft ) defen-
deth fromthe blowes, their handes, armes heads, faces,
and bedies: then they lay.on,hasting the vit of blowes
andGripes ; byforce of. thetr drmes with their hiles,
ftrong blowes, atthehead |, face, armes | bodies, and
fhoulders, and manic timesin huling together, fcope
is giuen toturne downe their points,with violeng chrufts
attheir faces, and bodics, by.réafon of -the fhortnefle
ofitheir blhdes, to the mighticannoyance ; difcomfort,
and grear deftruttion ofthdir.enimies. Onevaliant man
witha Sword inhis hand , will doe hester ferujce 5 then
ten Malinns, ot Italicmated withche Rapiers, |~
R Ee

1oq

.Hefhort Sword , and Swordand Daggcr 223
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34 . GeargeSiluer bis .
7 bat-ull waseyof double weapows, or. weapons to be vfed.
" swithbotls handes, baue advantage aguinft the fin-
gle Rapier or fingle Sword, thereis no
fom to be made,

ue

That the -5?"”"4 and Buikloe bath the vantage a-
Tt guinfiahe sword and Dagger.

P

=Y He et iis an .imperfe@ ard , alv
- *;z‘ ;-:,2} ,chonl"m%%)mcom ﬁr:’lght s tg make the
(). PSRN Space narraw, whereby bya litle mouing
2L ‘{'. ‘of the-hand maybe fufficient to faue both
ASENI| fides of theliead, or tobreake the thruft
from thefaee or body;yesfor lacke.of the circu mference
hishaid will licdoshighior too low,or tao weake tode-.
fend both blow andthruft: ifhelye fraight with narrow.
fpace,whiich is belbeo breake the thruft then he lieth too
weake, androoléwe to defendhis head :from aftrong:
blow : ifhelyelHigh ; that isftrongto defend hishead,
but then his [pate wilbe oo wide to breake the thruft
from his bodie . The Dagger ferueth wellat length to
put by athruft, andat the halfe Sword to crofie the
Sword blade’; to driue out the Agent, and put bim in
dangeriofhislife, andmafelyinanieof thefc teeadlions
to defénd himfeie. Butthe Bicklér, by reafon ofhiscir:
cumference and weight, being well caried, defendeth
fafolyinall timesandiplaces , whather itbe at the point,
half¢Sword; théhea bodic, antface; from all maver
ofblowes and thfisteswharfseuer,yerd haue licard mas
nie hold spiniibh, that cire:Sword and Dagger hath’ad-
uantage of the Swesd and Buckler, atche Glofe, by feas
fon of the léngehi g‘nd poinc eftheDagger: and at the
) point
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point of the Sword, they can berter feeito. ward then:
witha Buckler . But I néuer knesy.anic; thatwannethe
Clofe with the Dagger.vpon-the Swoord and:Budkler ,
but did with himfelfe out againe:fordiftance being bro-
ken, indgement faileth, forlacke ‘of time to indge , and
the éie isdcceiued by the fwiftmiotion’ of thehand , and!
for licke oftrue Space with the daggerhand which can-
not be otherwife , forlacke ofthe circumference to de-
fend both blow and thruft , -itis impoffible for lacke of
true Space in iuft time , the agenthauing gotten the
true place, to defend one thruft-orblow ofanhundred .
Andit is moft ¢ertaine, whofoeuer clofeth with Sward
and Dagger, againft the Sword and Buckler, is in great
danger to be flaine . Likewife at the point within di-
ftance, if h¢ ftand to defend both blow andithraft with
his Dagger, fot lackeof true fpace-dndidiftance;.ifhe
had the beft eye of anie man,and cduld fee perfe@ly,
which way the thruft or blow commeth , and when it
commeth, asitisnotto be denied but he may, yethis
fpace being too large, it helpéth hiinnothing, bécanke
onie mians haiid being as {wiftasahothier mans tidnds,
bothbeing within diftance, he thatftriketh or thrufteth,
hurtech the warder: the reafon is'this ; the Agentbeing
inthe firftmotion although in his offence, furtherto go
thenthewardet to defend ; yetihewarders{pacebeing
tqolarge; tlie blow or thruft wilbe performed home,be-
fore the warder can come to the true place to defénd
himfelfe, and although the warder doe perfeltly fee the
bléworthruft comming,fo {hallhefeehis owne ward fe
farte from'the true place of hisdeferice , tharalthouph
he doe ar that inftant time ;plaifily fee'the blow or chruft
comming, it (halbe impofilble for himto recouer the
F2
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trueplaceofhis ward, tillhe bewounded. Bu let the
warder with the-dagger fay, thatitis not true whichI
baue faidifor as he hath efesto bebold the blow or thruft
cdming,fo hath heas good time to defend himfclf.Here-
in hefhal find himfelf deceiued to; this is the reafon:the
hand is the fwifteft motion, the foot isthe floweft,with-
out diftance the hand. istied to themotion of the feet,
wherby the tite of the hand is made as flow as thefoor,
becaule thereby we redecme cuerie time loft vpon his
comming by the{lowmotion of thefoor,& hauc time
therby w'iudge , whé 8chow he canpgrforme any actié
whatfoenerr jind fo haue we the timeof the hand to the
time of the feet.Nowris the had in his owne courfe more
fwifter-then the foot or eye,therfore within diftance the
eyeis decsived &iudgement is loft; and that iganother
i caufe tharthe warder with the dagger,althongh he baue
:’L’g:,: ,-:}‘,‘" perfecveyes, is ftibwithin diftance deceiued. For proofe
maionefthe Fid, thatthe hand is more fiwifter then the eye & thereby de-
ceiueth the eyes:lettwo ftand within diftance, &let one
of théftand ftill ro defend himfelf, & lee the other flori(h
& falfe with his handzand he (hall continually with the
fwift motions of his hdnd, deceiue the eyes of him that
ftandeth watching to defend himfelfe, 8 fhal continual-
1y ftrike hinvin diuerfe places with his hand. Againe take
thisforan example, that the eyes by fivift motions are
deceiured : turmre a turne-wheele fwift,& youthallnotbe
ableto difcerne with yourbeft cies how many fpokes be
in thewhecle,nonor whether there be any fpokes atall,
orwhereofthe wheele is made, and yet you fee when the
svheefe: anderh fill there is alarge diftance betweene
eueriefpoke, He that will doc belecue that the fwiftmo-
sionofthchandinfight willdeceiuctheeye,thal ﬁl:rc aé
) s r0a
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broad with his eyes, & feele himfelffoundly hure,before
he thall perfetly fee liow to defend iimfelfe. So thofe
thattruft co their fighe the excellécy of a goad eye, their
greatcunning, & perfect wards of the daggers,that they
canbetter fecto ward thenwith a buckler,thall euerbe
deceiued. And whe they be wounded,they fay the Ageée
- wasa litle too quicke for themsfometimes they fay they
baretheir dagger a litletoo low : fometimes they are
thruft vader the dagger,then they fay,they bareit alitle
0o high:fometimes athruft being ftrongly made | they
being foundly paid therewith, fay, they werealitle too
flow, & fometimes they be foundly paid with a thruft,&
they thinke they werc a litle too quick. Sothey thatpra- _
&ife or thinke to be cunning in the dagger ward, are all 2‘(’;}“?';:"","
the dayesoftheir liues learning,and are neuer taugh, pofe mert
Thas the Swordand Buckler hath the vantage
againit the Sword and Target.
) He Sword & Target together hath buttwo 25
F¥ fightssthat s, the variable fight, & the clofe
S fight,for the clofe fight,the niiberof his fect
= are toa many to take againft any mi of skill
hauing the Sword & buckler & for the variable fight al-
though not fo many innumber,yet too many to win the
lace with his foot to ftrike or thruft home.The fword &
uckler-man can out of his variable,opé & gardat fight,
comebrauely off & on, falfe and double, ftrike & thruft
home, & makeatrue croffe vpon eucry occafion achis
pleafure:ifthe Sword & Targerma will flie to his gardit
fight, the bredch ofhis Targetwill not fuffer it , if to his
open fight,thé hath the Sword & Buckler man in cffle® ;
the fword and Buckler to th¢ fingle , for inthat fightby :
reafon of the bredth,the target can do litle good or none :
atall F3




_well ,the ftaffe-man neuer ftriketh butat thehead , and

8 George Siluer his
" The short Staffe.

vzt Ow for the vantage of the (hort Staffe 2-
BN ,_,? gainftthe Sword and Buckler , Sword &

"W [A Target ,twohand fiword, fingle Sword,

DN Sword and Dagger ,or Rapierand Por

(5, {@) - Iniard, there is no great queftion to be:

made in anie of thefeweapons: whenfacuer anic blow
or thruft{hall be ftrongly made with the ftaffe, theyare
euerin falfe place, inthe cariage of the wards, tor if at a-
ny ofthefe fgxc weapons he carichisward high & ftrog
for his head , as of neccifitiche muft caric it yeric high,
otherwife it willbe too weake to defend a blow being
firongly made at the head , then will his fpace betoo
wide, in due time to breake the thruft from his bodie.
Againie, if he caric his wardlower , therebytobe ine-
%:Jall {pace for readinefle to breakeboth blow & thruft,
then in that place hiswardistoo low,and too weake to
“defend the blow ofthe ftaffe:for the blow being ftrongly
‘made at the head vpon that ward , will beate downe the
ward and his head together;and put himin' gréat dan-
gerofhislife. Andhere isto be noted, thatiflie fight

thrufteth prefently vnder at thebody: and ifa blowbe
firft made,athruft followeth ; & if a thrisft beirft made,
a blow followeth 3 andin doingofanyof them, thé-one
breédeth the other : fo that howfocucrani': of théfe fixe
weipons (Hall ¢arie his ward ftrongly to defendthe firft,
he fhallbé too farrein fpaceto defendthe fecond, whe-

‘thefichéblow orthruft, ~* o LI T
~"Yet againe for the fhort ‘iffe : thie (hort Riffe liath
thé vantage againft the Battkl-axc; blacke-bill, or Hal-
) bard,

—

bard: the fhort ftaffe hath the vantage,by reafon
nnnblencfrcandxcngth;hctviu.ﬁrikcgand?th}uh ﬁ?e% s
and in better and {wifter time then can the Bartel-axe,
Blacke-bill, or Halbard:and by reafon of his iudgcxhcnt,
diftance and time,fight fafe; And this refolue vpon, the
fhort ftaffe is the beft weapon againft all mancr of wea-
pons,the Forreft bill excepred. .
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he

Alfo the fhort ftaffe hath aduantage againft two- Thefiert fage

Swords and Daggers, or twq Rapicrs, Painiards and

fhall breake his diftance , or fuffer the Sraffe-man to.
breake his,that man which did ﬁlﬂb:ca!c his dif¥ace,or
fuffer the diftance to be won againithim, is prefently in
danger of death. And this canot in re3fon be denicd, be-.
caule the.diftance appertaining to the Staffe-man either,
tokeepe or breake, ftandeth vpon.the, mouing of one
large [pace alwayes at the moft,toth for his offence 0r
fafety. The other two in the breach of their diftance to
offend the Staffe-man, haue alwayes foure paces. at,
the leaft therin they fall too great in number withtheic
feet , and top fhort in diftance. tgitpﬁ‘é )d thgl%taﬂé‘f
man,Now-there refteth no more to befpoken of , but,
how the Staffé-man (hall behauebiwfelfta keepeghat
diftance, thatone of the Sword & Dagger meriget pot
behindhim,while the orheg (hal bufishim before:fo do
that is very eafie by reafonof thefmal niiber of his fecty
forby averie fimall turning of hisfeet, as.it wercin. the
Centerpoint of a wheele, the other two tokeepe theig
diftance, are driuen to runnc wepsigfoore for onc, asig

#he sdeantage a-

Gantlets, the realons and caufes beforeare for the molt i o fmerd

partfet downealready , the which being well confide- and daggeromen,

red, you {hall plainely fee, that whenfoeuer anie onc of ;f",‘r‘”l'f,'}'“"";;
ard 1:

the Sword & Dagger men, orRapier and Poiniard men Ganelars,
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wete vpon the vttermoft part or circle ofthewheele :
all thiswhile the Staffe-man is veric well. Then it com-
meth thus to pafle, whether they both labour to getbe-
hind him, or onckeepe direétly before him whileft the-
other get behind him , yet before that be brought to
paffe, they fhal cither be both before him or iuft again(t
both {ides of him: at which time foeuer the Staffe-man
Afindingeither ofthem within diftance , he prefently in
making .of hisplay, flayeth with blow or tgmﬁ one of
~ théoratthe leaft putteth himin great danger of his life.
Ifthe Staffe-man take his time , when they are both
beforé him , that is to fay , before they come to the half
ring, inft agaioft both fides of the Staffe-man , thenhe
that is neareft within diftanceis flainby blow or thruft,
or put ingreat danger of hislife. But if the Sword and
Dagger men dokeepe their diftance vntill they come to
the iuthalfe ring right againft the fides ofthe Staffe-
man, and then breake diftance, thatman thac firft brea-
keth diftance is flaine with blow or thruft, orforehurr,
and in greatdanger of death:and the Staffc-manin ma-
king thatplay ac thatinftant, mufteurne with onelarge
pace,the whichhe maycafilydo, before theother can
Ect, neare enotigh  to offend him , by teafon that he.
1athto midke ithhis feet but oé largepace , buethe
otfice hath ac dieleaft three paces. Butif the Sword
#6d Dagger-men will i the time that they be-before
bim keep their diftahce in the time of their being vpon
ﬂxéi&ii’%&cﬂc‘ partbfttié vutlideofthe circle rightagaintt
both fides ofhiin & witabor withallheed & diligence
tobeboth oroncofthébicHirid him), that troublech the
Staffe-man nothing 4t all,for inthat very time; when he
finideth t:h’cm'pd{t{&e‘ iniddle partof the circle ,h? pre-
: en []Y
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featly turncth, by the which he fhall naturally fet hi

felfe as it were in a triangle , and both the fword.and
deﬁgr-mm,fh;ll thereby ftand both béfore him in true
diftance of three paces , from offending of him at the

leatt ,: as atthe firft they did. And take this foratrue

ground , there “is no man able to ward a found blow
with the qurd.and Dagger,aar Rapier, Poinyard, and
Gantlee, being ftrongly made at the head , with the
Staffe, and run in withall, the force of both handes is
fuch, being in his full motion and courfc, that alchough
the other do caric his ward high-and ftrong with both
handes , yethis feetebeing mouing from the ground
the great force of the blow will ftrike him with his ward,
and all downe flat to ground . But ifhe ftand faft with
his fecte; he may with both weapons together, ftrongly
defendhis head from the blow, but then you are fuffici-
ently infiruéted, the thruft being prefently made , after
the bloyv fuil at the bodie, it is impoffible in due time to
breake it, by reafon of the largenefle of his fpace.

The short Staffe hath the vantage agas ‘
1ge againit the long flaffe
and Morris Pike  andthe Farrz% billagainft ‘511 o
. maner of weapons,

s | hath the vantage of the long Staffe and
o3& Morris Pike in bisi ftrength & narrownes
P of fpacein hid fonre wardes of defence.
Andthe Forrefhbill hath she vantage of
allmaner of weapons in his flrepgth and narrownes of
fpacein his cight watdes of defence : and the ratherbe-
caufe theBill hath two wardes for one agninft the Staffe

% .

5 | He reafons are thefe . The fhort Staffe 27




A queflion,

Anfwere,
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or Midtris Pike, that is to fay ; foure with:the Staffe, and

foute withthéhead, and is mare offenfiue then is the
Seaffe or MorrisPike: yet a queftié may be made by the
vnskilfull, concerning the fight between the long Staffe
and the fhort , in this fort: Why fhould not the long
Staffe haue aduantageagaint (hort Staffe;fince thatehe
long Staffe-man , being at libertie with hishantes, may
make his long Staffe both long and thart for his beft ad
vantage' , when he fhall thinke it good , and therefore
when he fhall find himfelfe onermatched'in thé Jength:
ofhis Staffc, by the ftrength of the (hort Staffe; anld nar-
rownefle of fpace in his foure wardes of defence, hecan
prefentlyby drawing backe of his Staffe in his handes ,
miake his Staffe a5 (hort as the others , andfobe readie
to fightwith him at his owne length. TothisI anfwere,
that when the long Staffe-man is driuen there tolye, the
length of his Staffe that will lyebehind him, will hinder
himto ftrike, thruft, ward, or goe backe in due time.
Neither can he turné the contraric end of his Staffe ta,
keepe out the (hort Staffe man fromthe Clofe ot fafe-
ly to defend himfelfe at his comming in.

Againe of the vantages of weapons.

Ake this for ageneral rule,allTong Staues;
) | o $Morris Pikes , Forreft bils , Iauclins ,or
= Y} | R {uch like long weapons,of what fort foe-
. QA uer:; beingaboue the true lengthes , the
fliorteft Haue theaduantage ¢ becdufe they can’crofle
and viacroffe in{horter time then can the Jon er:andall
maner of (hoitwéapons tobevfed with both handes, as
fanes, and fich Hkg",'bcingvndcr theperfedt lcn'gth? ,

: the
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the-longeft ‘haue the aduantage., and all maner of wea-
poits tobevfed With one hind; that are:abbue the per-
fect length of the fingle Sword; the fhorteft haue the
vantage, andlatfmaner of weapons vnder the iuft length
of thie fhort Swdrd, as Faudhions, Skaines, or Hangers,
Woodkniues, Daggers;andfuchlike thort weapons of
imperfeé lengthes, the longefthaue the aduantage,
becaufe the fight of thefe weapons confift within the
halfe or quarter Sword, wherein by the fwift motions of
theirhandes, their eyes are deceiued , andin thofe wea-
pons, commionly for their handes lieth no defence. And
iftwo fhall fight with ftaues or Swordes, or what wea-
ponsf{oeuer,the one of them hauing his weapon longer
then the perfet length, and the other his weaponthor-
ter then the perfect length, he that hath the longeft
hath thevantage, becauie the fhorteft can makeno true’
Croffein true time. The fhort Staffe or halfe Pike, For-
reft bill, Partifan , orGleue, or fuch like weapons of
perfettlength, to be vied with both handes, hauethe
:xdua.ntaglg againft two Swordes and Daggers , ortwo
ggp;crs, Poiniardes,and Gantlets, and againftall other
weapons whatfoeuer, the Forreft bill excepted.

wAgaine for the shors Staffe or balfe Pike.

\
W

£

224 He fhort Staffe is moft commonly the 29
y *‘ beft weapon ofall other , although other
6 weapons may be more offenfiue, andefpe-
o NN{,‘; _’cx}H again{t manie weapons together, by
réafon ofhis nimbleneffe and fwift motions, andis not
muich inferiour to the Forreft bill, although the Forreft
bill be more offenfiue, and hath morewardes, becaufe
RNTY VRIS Gz

e
«3"




Note shite

4 GemgeSiluerbis
the Seiffe is verie vncertaine:, but the Bill is 2 more cer-
taine marke, by reafon of the brcadeh of thie head, whet-.
by asthe Bill hath aduantageist his wardes in the head,
fo therefore hath the Staffs she like defence, or rather
more; 1o play.ypon the head, of the Bill ,.not.onely t0
make aperfe gaod ward, but thereby, the rathertogaft
the-Bill out of the right ling ;' wherceby the Staffe-man

may thruft fafp, and endanger the Bill-man:andthera-.

therbecaufe therein he is the firlt mouer , wherin there

is great vantage both in tige and force . Andifthe Bl
man bgnogvery skilfali(all vantages and difaduantages

ofboth fides confidered, Ythe thort Staffe will proue the
bezter weapon, Laftly note this, thac long Staues, Mor-
ris Pikes, and fuch like weapons of imperfect lengthes,
being to be vied with bogh hands, notwith{tanding their
imperfect lengthes, are perfe& weapons to bevicd, the
one againft the other , and their fightes therein perfet,

_ becaufe in drawing of them backe betwixt their handes,

their motions are fwifter backewardes, then isthetime
of the Agents feet forwardes, by the whichall theirloft
times arc redeemed : therefore thefe weapons in the

fightes, the one againft theother arc perfet. And thefe
weapons inthe night are the beft weapons of all other,
and haue great adugntage againt the forreft Bill ,fhort
Staffe, or anie maner of thort weapons whatfoeuer:for
thefe caufes, they boldly make home ,t,hqirﬁgh_ms sand
if neede be againft defperate men , that will venture
themfelues to runin, they redceme their Jofbgimes, Bije
the ather with {horter weapons for lacke of lighic, ¢ig
makenotrile defence, Thus endeth the vantagesofweas
Pgm',,,.:. S C ) 1

Y Queions
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L condreyesth e Y e e
Queflionsand anfwers besweene the Scholler apdthe Mai-
fier, of the vantages and dsfsduantages beiweenc 4
* salimaw gndamen of meane lasyre baning
i, .. . bethibeperfedt kmopledgesm .
o theirweapony,

. . :;.Y;S‘Mf*' ' i
Ho hathuthe adoantagein fight,of a tall; 30
man,oraman.ofincine ftitoeed = | .,
. Haiffers: . .

The tall man “hath the vantage, for
! thefe caufes : his reachbeing longer, and
weapon vnto his ftature accordingly ,he hathsherebya ., 0 0
fhorter courfe with hisfeet to winthe true place,wher-» intag ¢g:inﬂ
inby the fwift motion of his hand , he may firike or ™9 means
thruft home :in the which time a man of meane ftature” "
cannot reach him, 8¢by his large pace , inhis truepace
inhis regreffion further,, fetteth himfelfong ofall dan-
ger,8thefe are the vantages that a tallman hath againft
anic man of thorter reach then himfelfe. L

Scholley,’ - Lo

What vantage hatha man of ineane ftature againft

atallman? e e e

‘ i W""ﬂ"- ‘ ! OOLoaG
He hathnone:becaufe the true times in' fight, and-a-
&ions accordingly, are tobe obferugd anddong, as well
25 by ahan of meanc flatate,
" O Schaller, -
Why thenif thisbe true ,that all men haue thevan-
tageagainft mé of meane ﬁaturc,i& tholdfeemein fight
Lo W3

by asal i,
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there is po perfection, other then this,when men of like

fYmlire feach S iéngth ofweapon, fhallfight topether,

the whichwill feldome or neuer happen, but either in
the length'bf their weapons, flanires of reaches (if their
fwords {hould be-of fiiftiength Yome difference moft
commonly there will be in theit reaches.

HMaiffer.

Yes verily, thetall man hath ftill the vantage, and yet
the fight is perfe ,although themen thag_fh‘_a‘!l happen
to fight, fhall Rappé to bevnequall in thc*}?@it\qres,xca-
ches, or lengths of theirweapons. Fatie

e Scholler. - - .,
* That can I hardlybelecue,vnleflc youcantellmeby
Arthow toauoidor fafely defendmyfelfe , being bura

mian of meane ffature, againft atall man.

Paradoxces of Defemce,
o Lo Maiflers ‘;<."
 Twill fatisfi¢, you therein thus, The'tall man hagh the
vantage, he canmaintainehis fight;both by nature and’
Art, with more eafe then can-the man-of meane fta-
ture , becaufe the man of meane ftature hath shere:
by afurthercourfe with his feerecopaffeto the place,
wherein he may ftrike ot thruft home ;and in winning,
of .that place , is driven by Art to come garded v~
derhis wards to defend himfelfe, hecaufe in the time of
hiscomming ; the tall manmayhothnaturally orartifi--
cially fhrike or thrufthome, inthe which time, if the ma.
ofmeane ftature fhould faile in the leafkiote of his Aut, -
he fhouldbe in great daunger of death or hurt, Butthe
tall man can naturally.and fafely .come to the trueplace
open, without any artificialiwardsat all, and therein al-
foendanger the other, ordrinehim fill to teauerfe his

. CMaifter. ' ;
Iwill tell you:: there belongeth wnto this Artofde-
fenceonclytobe vfed with the feet, progreilion, regrel-

ground , with all the arcificiall skillthat he hathto de- Foure imsmibie =

aduantages con-

fend himfelf¢ ;and all this thé tall man deth by reafon ﬁ#.’»,efa man

nCe] . i of hislength of weapon; large pace., thort conrfe, and “geinf amx
fion,trauetfing, and treading of grounds: in any of thefe 10 pon; large pace, ourfe, an :
you,playing the part of the Patient ;or Patient Agent, lorgreach,with great fafetic, pleafurcand cale. Andfor 7 eere "
your fecteare fwifter in theic metions then are the A- thofe caufesthe tall manhath ftill the vantage of men of i’;ou ;,mﬁ.
! ; L e ! o "
gents, becaufe his weight andnumber of bis feet in his meane ftature,and yet notwitftiding the noble Scagnco A L‘é,rzf‘ et

of Defence moft perfe& and good.
Qfthe long fingle Rapier fight besweene valiant mém, ba-.
wing both skill ,be that is the beffwrifller or if mi- -
ther of them can wraflle , the frongeft man
wroft commonly kibletht e other  or lea
weth bim at his meyeie, '
= Hen two valiant men of skill at fiisgle Ra: 31 |
g picr do fight jone orboth of them mpft c5- ‘
monly ftanding vpon their ftrengthor skill 4
5 inwraftling, will prefently fécke to runinto

R e . P TS v ot o T At P a A DIt TS Y P AR P BTV TrS RSP A *F S " S B "B TR N R

| comming towin the trugplace to firike or thrufthome,
i are greater then yours ,and therefore the truc time is
yoursto auoid him, or {afelyxo defendyour felfe : fothe
Artis gl crue,and the rall man hath {till cthe vantage.

) . Scholler.” ..

Yee Tam oefully usfied i, becauleponce
me ftill thatthe taﬂlmanhati\ t?:( 2 th

\thevamage, and notwith-
| ftanding youfay the Artis tt

N_h._

ie whsrcimhcn,hi\}tél}thg
taltmanthe vinkage, whenby your Art you candefen
Yot felfesgaintfims- 0

Maifter,

~,
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clofe; but hauing bothy skilk ; not without fpecia
dlaﬁeéﬁtﬁ&t' 'i’rdorgAcmnB;dwe.' which they may fufely
do; byrealbidf the lengthof theivRapicrsibut hapning
beth dfone mind, the rathee do bringateméelues toge-
ther:that being dove, noshibwitt Rapiers auaileth,they
prefdﬂly g'tdp'pl!é faft cheirhiies, hnﬁs,.‘ avmes ?hodxc§"
of neckies, as in uftringjwrattling, or firivingdgether,”
they may beftfind fortheic aduantages: wherby itmolt
commonly falleth out that he that is the beft wrattler,
or ftiongeft man(ifneither ofthem canwraltle) ower-
commeth, ,Wi'eﬁing by ftrength ,or fine skillin wralt-
liag!jthie Rapicr from His aduorfarie or caftinghim frG
him,either to the d, or to fuch diftance; chathe:
may'byiuafm therof,vfc the edgeor pointof his rapicr, -
to ftrike or thrafthim , leauinighim dead-ot aliue at hig .
metcie, But ifbiit oneofthefgvatiant menfhall feekea .
“runinto thé clofe,and thatthe other: fhanyfc his s!e!ll |
ifittagerfing of his ground , or otherwife by ftanding
vpon bis gardor Stacasa ward 10 takqiall maner ofaduii«
iagéb athiscdming;yet all guailectrhim notbecatfeghe
Rapiersbeing long;, the crafiing of theblides cannot+
beauoided: that beingmade , the ppgn_:(bt ruoneth
fafter forwards then canlthe defendant backwards yand.
fo rs brought rogether, as in the firftaffaplt chey wert,
8¢ carit adtion dlcréinaqéOtdmglyPthormtd. o
be Ragier and Poiniard.fight beswixs valiant
of s wiem paning both skil. i
upio I treo valiant men do fight at Rapiér. and Poi-
S ‘A mhauin both skﬂ%onc'of both zﬁlhﬂ:
e Kb will prefently prefle hard to winne: thé place,
wherein in hig iudgementtic may chruft hoxpg._(‘f)boéhc

Paradoxescf Defewce, ’ 49

beof one mind , the time is doubled in winningthe

fame : whereby it commeth topafle ,that then he thae'
firltthruftech,endangereth, killeth or hurteth the other:
andif they both thruft together , as they may do by the
equall time of their feet, then they are moft common-
ly both flaine ,or both hurt. And this is well knowne
vato allmenof'skill, that the place beingonce gotten,
there isneither iudgement,fpace, pace,nor time, either
by wards with their Rapier blades, orby breaking with
their Poiniards, or flying backe , that can preferue or
defend them . Butifbutone of themwill feeke to win
by paflage,hard prefiing jor otherwife the place, wherin
inhis judgement he may thrufthome,, it isimpoffible
for the other to denie him the fame , becanfe the length
ofthe Rapicrs winneth him thecroffe; the croffe being
taken, the place is had;; the place being had, he that firft
thrufteth firft fpeedeth: ifboth thruft together, they are
bothin danger: thé prefently followeth (vnlefle it pleafe
Godotherwife to haueir) the ftabs with their daggers,
whereinthere licthno defence.

Of the long Rapier ¢ Poiniard-fight betweene two valient
wien, the one hauing skil, the other nome:that be that
hath no skill hath the vantage.

Hentwovaliant men fhal fight with15g 33

Y @ Rapiers and Poiniards, the one hauing-
skill ;and the other none, he that hathno

/ skill moft commoly proucth himfelf the

22 Wl berter ma, for thefe caufes or reafons fol-

lowing, Firftthe skilfull man as knowing the other to

 hauc:no skill, or finding it to be fo by his fhape or
, ’ H

bizaife
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50 . George Siluer bis
manet of comming towardeshim , will prefently yeeld
to take the aduantage of his comming, or elfe with all
fpeed put himfelte into his fhort ward , to be readic at
his comming to make out a ftrong Stocate (asthe Jtali-
s call it) the other knowing his imperfc&ion in
fight,, affureth himfelfe there canbe no greatgood for
him to ftand long out at the point, prefently redoubleth
or reniueth his fpirits with perfect refolution , to make
fhort worke, couragioufly with fome offenfiue action ,
fach as nature fhall beft yeeld vato him Jfiethin withall
force and agilitie, the skilfull man ftandeth watching to
eake fuch aduantages as his fchoolemaifter hath taught
him, in the which time, manie times it falleth out, he is
taught anew time, cuen by an vnskilfull man that neuer
fought before , is forehurt or flaine : and ifithappen
they both mific in their offenfiue aions , thenbyrea-
fon thereof , and of the imperfect length of their Ra-
piers, they cometo {tabbine with their Poiniards, wher-
inthere lyeth no dcﬁ:nccr:%ccaufe diftance beingbro-
ken, iudgement faileth, time s loft,and their eies(by the
fwift motions of their handes) ar¢ deceived.

Of the long fingle Rapier yor Rapier and Poiniard-fight be-
tweene two vaskilfull men being valiant.

N?/A£] Mall fight with long fingleRapiers, there

AL islefle danger in that kind offight, byrea-
250 (on of their diftance in conuenient length,
waight,and vnweildinefle, then is with thort Rapiers
whereby it commeth to paffe, that whathurt b hap-
pento bedone, ifanicwith the edge or pointof their
S ' Rapicrs

Hen two vnskilfull rﬁcn( being valiant) -

] Paradoxes of Defence.
Rapiers is done in 2amoment and Tl grap-
‘ I;;lc and wrattle together, wherin tggeﬁrccr:tlxy);gl]ﬂgyr:&
ﬁrongcft or beft Wraftler ouercommeth, and the like
fighefalleth out betweene them, at thclon’g Rapierand
Poinjard , but much moredeadly, becaufe inftead of

Clofe and Wraltling, th
bing with their Poin%::rdccs):fau moft commonly to ftab-

Of theimperfection and infufficienci .
eof R ;
. rall,of what len, gtjb; foe Im" t?; Z':,”” i gene-

™ F two fight with long Rapi 3
: picrs , vpo 1fthey fand
Crofle made within the halfe ﬁa'g,icz i;}:}:é; ponbreaking

b " . with their Dag.
auc Poiniardes, they moft commonly ftabbe gers e r’m;fﬂ

;a}ch <l>)th.cr, l\vhich}cargot be auoided , becaufe the Ra ;i"”"”""
iers being long, the Croffe g s andibrae
giong, cannot be vadone of either ffeth bome, hurs

fide , wi i : :
likewi r‘fh‘;‘" going backe with their feete , the which "k the otherfor
likewife in due time cannot be done, becaufe th-h d 1ackeof the e
is more fwifter then the f ’ - NANG ference: if btk
1s mot n thefeete,and the feete more fwifter thrff together,
in their courfe forwardes then backwardes, neither can 945 ]
the Crofle be prevented, becaufe the poin; ofncceﬁ' i ff"."”""‘f'
lyethtoo farre offin his offe ithi s Delomrearee,
oo far oftin his offence orelfe within compaffe Defneare e
of the truc time ofthehandand bodie, by reafon of hi e asfere
imperfect length, andfob Kerealons. i S esime of e
im gth, andfo by the like reafons, if two fight hand, and
with long fingle Rapiers lons, if two fight hand, and Ly the
ng fingle Rapiers , vpon euerie Crofle made 7/t metion
therewith, within the halfe Rapier, the Clofe cannot b o,
auoided, wherby i > o DOLDE inthat difiance
s y itcommeth to pafle ;moft common- 2 #hefame de-
ly , thatthe ftrongeft man orbeft Wrafiler ceined, i
meth. Now iftwo do fight with fhort Rapi’ C?:C;?[in- T fece '}',. y
. . a- their cou
piers of conuenientlength, fuch Rapiersbe inconucni- " hefol
lt:lﬂt Endlcl‘)guﬂ"lcmnt alfo forlacke of an hilt to defend the ':o:‘i}”’“b?d"
an n . " ; .c.Wl a-
and head from the blow ; forno eie (in making a *sefgnas
-OTTOMTSs
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52 George Sy bis , %
perfcd ward forthe head, to defend a blow, can dif-
ceme to take the fame within three or foure inches,
wherbyit may as well and as often fall vponthc hand, as
vponthebladeoftheRapicr. Againe,the hiltas well fer-
ueth to defend the head as the hand , and isamore fure
and ftrong ward, then is the blade of the Rapicr, And
further, vnderftand this for truth,that in gardantando-
n fight , the hand withoutan hile lieth open to moft
growcs that (halbe ftroken by the Agent, outof the gar-
dant or open fight , becaufe in the tru® cariage of the
‘gardant fighe, the hand muft lieaboue the h_cad, infuch
ﬁniOhtncs and narrownes of fpace, that which way foe-
uerthe Agentfhall firikeor thruftat the head, face,or
bodie, the remouing of two or foure inches fhalt ﬁu:c
all. Andnow fomewhat more for the fhortneflcor con-
ientlength of Rapiers. .
mléac;icrs auing ni:) hiles to defend the head, the Ra-
ier.man is driuen of neceffitic to lic at the variable
ghtorlow ward,andbeing there he can neither defend
in due time , head, face, nor bodie from the blowes or
 thruftes of him, that (hall fight out of the gardantor o-
pen fighe, but is continuallyin great dangerofthe A-
gent for thefe caufes following. Firft, becaufe his fpace
15 too wide to defend his head from blow or thruft, Se-
condly his Pace ftanding vpon that fight, wilbe of ne-
ceffitic too great ortoo narrow:if toona TTOW,t00 weak:
iftoo large,his weightand number of his feet, arctoo
: . ircattocndangcr him, thatis vpon his gardantor open
0 . . . '

ght, of

Of the imperfection and infafficicncic of the fight of the
. Jimgle Rapier Rapicrand Poiniard R4~
 pier and Buckler, Rapier and
Cloke  and Rapicr and. .
Gloue of masle, .. , -

B ) HeRapier fight , whether it be fingle or ac-
58] | #% copanied with Poiniard, Buckler, cloke, or
1 o gloue of male, s il by.reafon ofthe infuf-
z @ ficiencice or imperfe@ion of the Rapier, an
imperfect fight : vnperfec inftrumments can make no
perfe@ muficke, neither can vnperfe&t weapons make
perfed fight: let the men that handle them haue
all the knowledge that maybe in all maner of ‘weapons,
yeathefull heighe, or pertection, and ceue habite by his
great labour and induftry cuen as it werenaturally effe-
¢ted in him , yer if the weapons that they (hall fight
withall be imperfe& or infufficient to performe what-
focuerappertainethvato true fight , as concerninig the
perfection of their fafetie, it auaileth them nothing,
Whatthall we then fay for the Rapier? Is the Rapier
an imperfect or infufficient weapon to perfourme
whatfoeuer appertaineth vnto the true fight? Yea:
WWherefore ? Becaufe vato the true fight there apper-
taineth foure fights, Gardant fight, Openfighe, Varia-
ble fight , and Clofe fight: without all foure of thefe
fights itis impoffible to fight fafe: but the Rapier for
lackeofan hiltis an vaperfect weapon, and thercfore
infufficient to fight fafe vpon thefe fourc fights, the
rcafons are alreadie fet downe in' the Paradoxe be-
fore,butitis inferred to loofe the benefitofwo of the

Hj
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& 'G:i”ge Sgdg v d toflic from thé
fights, gardantand open fight,and to flic from the,
l:fg&%ﬁ on%;\'mto variable fight, and elofc fight, Now
hauing proued through the imperfetion or infufficien-
cic of the Rapier, the imperfe&tion of the Rapier fight,
it remaincththat Ifpeake of the [;:ﬁ.of éhﬁ twe:apons, or
i ents appertaining wnto Rapier ight.
ldt';'?l:‘[(z icx? E:d. Poinigrd fight, the Rapicr & Buckler
fight,the lgapicr and cloke fight,8 the Rapier & glouc
of male figh: all thefe fights by reafon of the imperfe-
&ion of the Rapier, andRapier fight, areall alfo imper-
fe@ fights: and for proofe of the vncertaintie agd im-
poffibilities of fafetic in any of thefe fights , thus it ftan-
deth. Thefe fights depend altogether vpd variable fight
and clofe fight: in anie of thefe fightsit s mlgsh_fﬁbkicu:
true fpace of Offence to keepe the blades of theft Ra=
iersfrom croffing, orfrd breaking with the Poiniards,
uckler, cloke, or Ercaking or catching with the gloue
of male; becaufe in anic of thefe two ghtf,thc genit
hath ftill in true fpace the blade of the Patients Rapier
to worke vpon. Thefe things by letters cannot be made
more plainc , neither is it vnknowneto the skilfull, or
in fight by anic meanes to be audided , the weapon
beingtoo farre in truc fpacetobe wroughtvpon, the
place cannot be denied ,do the patient Agent what he
can for his life to the contrarie,either by blqwc_s,th rufts,
falfing, or doubling of thrufts,goingbacke,indirctions,
or turnings ofthebody, or what clfefoeuer mayin the
higheft touchofwitor ftrength, ot agilitic ofbodiebe
deuifed or done,to keepe outthe Agent: but ftill the A-
gent by narrownefle of fpace bringeth himfelfby frg

gard to the place, where beingbrought,itisas impoffi- -

ble tofight fafe, as itis fortwo defperate men fet ui%:;

I B

Paradoxes of Defence. s
ther being both blind;becaufe in thethe true place(won
inRapicror variable fight ) their eyes by the fwift mo-
tionsof their hands aredeceiued , the croffes in that
fight are falfe, their diftance,iudgementsand times are
loft, cither to offend in fafetie, or fafely to defend thein-
felues:andthefe reafons, rules,or grounds of the feates
of armes are infallible and inuincible. '

Now, 6youltalian teachers of Defence ,where are
your Stocat.s, Imbrocatas, Mandyitas Punt as, & Puynta
reuer[as,Stramifons Paffatas Caryicadss,Amaz.z.as & In-
cartatas, & playing with your bodies , rcmouin% with
yourfeeta litle afide circle wife winding of your bodies,
making of threc times with your fect together,marking
with one eyethe motion of the aduerfary, & with the o-
ther eye the aduitage of thrufting ? VWhat is become of
allthefe iugling gambalds , Apifh deuifes,with all the
reft of your fquint-cyed trickes ? when as through your
deepe ftudies, long practifes, 8 apt bodies,both ftrong
& agiliovs, youhaueattainedto the height of all thefe
things.VWhat then auaileth it you, when you thal come
to fightfor your liues with aman of skill, you fhall haue
neither time,nor place,in duc time to performe anyone
of them. Nor gardant nor open fight fafelyto keep out

- amanof skill,amanofno skill, or fcholler of your owne

teaching, from the true place, the placeoffafetic, the
placeofvncertaintie or mifchiefe, the place of wounds
ordeath,butare there inforced to ftand in that mifchie-
uous, vacertaine, dangerous, and moft deadly place, as
two men hauing loft in part their chiefeftfences, moft
furioufly with their rapicrs or poiniards ywounding or
flaying cach other,

Thusendeththe imperfe fights of the rapicr with
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maner ofweapons or inftruments thereto appertat-

ning,with their imperfe&ions throughthetrue grouds
andgrules of the Argc of armcs,t’mly difplayed &brought

to light.

T

Thereare o

All laud bé vmto the Almighty God,

bat the reafons vfedby the Italian Fencers incommen-
ding the vfe of the Rapier and Poiniard, becanfe is
makethpeice,maketh againft
' themfelues.

P Th#th bin commonly held ,that fince the

51 (@A | Iralians haue taught the Rapierfight, by
N /(3| reafon of the dangerous vie therof it hath
: é /) bred great ciuilitic amongft our Englith
P2

nation,they will notnow giue the lye,nor

frayes, but more ith fuch foule fpeeches abufe themfelucs ,therefere

valiant Gentleme ¢

here arc fewer frayes in thefc times then were wontto

Aainzrow thes 1o o0 cannot be denied but this is true,that we are more
circumfpe& ofour words, and more fearcfull to fight,

then herctofore we haue bene. But whereof com_mcrh
it 2Is it from this that the Rapier maketh peace inour
mindsgor from hence,thatitis not fq {ufficient dcfcnc_c
for otir bodies in our fight? He that will ﬁghg whenheis
armed, willnot fight when heisnaked: isit therefore

goodto gonaked to keepe peace 2he that would fight.

wwith his Sword and Buckler, or Sword and Dagger,be-
ing'weapons of truc dcfcnccjwill not ﬁ%hthth hisRa-

picr and Poiniard, wherein no true de

ence or fightis

rfect:arethefe infufficiéc weapds therfore the better,
ﬁcaufc notbeing fufficiét to defédvsin fight, they force
vsvatopeace? Whatelfe isit, but tofay, itis good for

{ubic&s

' Paradoxesof Defence.. 7
fubie@stobe poore, that they maynotgo to law : or to
lac!?mmitign » that they may not fight, nor gotothe.
wartes:andte conclude, what more followeth through
the imperfe& workes of thefe Zsaljan peacemakersi They
haue made many a firongman in his fight weake, many .
avaliant man fearefull, manie 2 worthie maa trufling to
their imperfect fight, hath bene flaine, and manie of our
defperate boyes and young youthes , tobecome in that
Rapier-fight ,as good men as Emglandyeeldeth and the
talleft meninthisland, in that fight asverie boyes as
they and no better. This good haue the Z2a/iam teachers
of Offence done vs,they haue transformed ourboyes in-
tomen, and our men into boyes, our ftrong meninto
weakenefle, our valiant men doubtfull, and manie wor-
thie men refoluing themfelues vpon their falfe refolu-
tions, haue moft wilfully in the field, with their Rapiers
ended their lives. And laftly, haue left to remaine a-
mongftvs after their deathes, thefe inconueniences be-
hind them falfe Fence-bookes,imperfet weapons, falfe

fightes, and euill cuftomes , whereby for lacke of vie and
gra&ifc inperfect weapons and true fight, we arc difa-

ledfor the feruice of our Prince, defence of our coun-
trey, and fafetie of our liuzs in priuate fight. '

Thas the short Sword hath the sduantage againft
the long Sword or long Rapier.

Cy=es Hereas for the moft part opinions are 38
b \'i& //?@4 generally bolden, ti.at the long Sword,
& K 7 or lon% Rapier, hath the vantage in fight
P\ D\ | againit the (hort Sword, whichthe Jta/i-
an teachers of Defence by theirfalfe de-
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Thefo veafons
are vfed bythe
Jealians.

8 George Siluer bis
monftratids haue bronghtvs tobeleene.l haue thought

good thatthetruth may appeare which hath the van.

tage, to adde my helpe vato the reafons they vic in their

owne behalfe, for that yet I could neuer heare them

make afound reafon for the fame. Thefe are the reafons.

Firft with my:long Rapier, I will put my felfe into my
gardor Stoéats, holding my hiltbacke by the outfide of
my right thigh.keeping in thort the point of my Rapier,
fo as he that hath the thort Sword, fhallnot be ableto

reach the point of my Rapier., to make his ward or

Crofle with his Dagger , Buckler, Sword , or Cloke,
without ftepping in ofhis foote, the which time s too
long to anfwere the time of thehand , by reafon of my
diftance., I canthere ftand fafe without danger of blow
orthruft;playing the Patients partifyou ftrike or thruft
youdo it too fhort, by reafon of my diftance: if you feck
to come nearer , you muft do it with the time of your
foote, in the which time 1 may fafely thrufthome: if in
that diftance you breake it not, youare {laine:, ifyou'do

breake it, yetyou do me noharme , by reafon of mydi- -

ftance, and I may ftand faft and thruft agaice ; or flic
backe at my pleafure : fohaue you put your felfe in dan-
ger ofyour life, and hauing hardly efcaped, are driuena-
gaine tobegin anew bought, as atthefirftyou did. A-
gaine, if Ipleafc, Ican be the oppreflour , keeping the
fame gard,, andmy point in fhort as [ did before , and
prefling ftrongly by putting in by litleand litle of my
feete, vatill the place with my footebe gotten, wherein
(inmy iudgement)I may thrufthome , the which I may
boldly and fafely do, withoutrefpect of anie ward atall,
by reafon of my diftance,in which time of my comming
he muft ftrike, thruft, ward, or gobacke: ifhe gobacke,
it

itisa
if he
wherel may thruft home, the thruft being verie quicke
- & ftrongly made, fuch is the force and fw?ftncﬂ"c?gcrc-
of, that it is impoffible by nature or art, for anic man to
breake onethruftofan hundred, Thefe reafons in myo-
pinion may fuffice to confirme the wife , thatthere is
noqueftion to be made, but that the long Rapier hath
the aduantage againft the fhort Sword.
Sir you haue pretily handled your difcourfe, concer-

Payadoxes of Defence. 59
reatdifgrace:ifhe ftrike or thruft it is too fhort:
and to defend, the place being alreadic goteen,

A confutation of

ning the vantages ofthe long Rapier againft thethort ;—,”f,’ tabans rea-

Sword, efpecially at the firft thew , and according to
common fence, but for the fubftance and truth ofgthc
teue fight, you haue faid nothing, becaufe for the per-
formance ofanic of your allggations, you haue neither
true Pace, Place, Time, nor Space: thefe are the rea-
fons.Your Pace of neceffitie muft be toolarge, becaufe
otherwife you cannot keepe fafe the point of your long
Rapier, from the Crofle of the fhort Sword, vnlefle
you will with a narrow Pace keepe backe: your hilt fo
farre, that the fpace of your offence wilbe too largeor
toolon(% in diftance,and your bodie vnapt to moue and
to thrutt both ftrong and quicke in due time,, nor aptly
tokeepeyour diftance, to win the place with your fecte,
tothruft home. So now you may plainely fee , ifyou
haue skill in the art or fcience of Defence, that to per-
formeanie thing whichyou haue alleadged, you have
neither true Pace , Place, time nor Space . But
if you will ftand vpon the largenefle of yourPace, to
keepe backe or faue the pointoflyour long Rapier from
the ward or Croffe ofthe (hort Sword, or vpon your
Pajfatos,inall thefe you haue great difaduantages: and
Ia
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6o George Siluer bis L
thefe are my reafons: Your numbei will be too great,
as thus: whenfoeuer you meane out ofyour large pace’
to thruft home, you muft of neceffitie make fourc times
with your feet,andone with your hand, or two times
with your feet,andonc with yourhand at the leaft:and
whenfoeueryou make any of your paffages,theniiber of
your feet are greater then the greateft of any of thefe
times done out of the large pace:but the patient with his
fhort fword , to auoyd you,or difappoint youof your
thruft, hath but one time with his foot, at or before the
which time, as he iri his indgemét (hall firid you in your
motion, hath by the {low and great number of your mo-
tions ortimes, fufficient time fafely out of all danger to
make himfelfe readie to take his croffe with hisfhort
fword. Now Sir,whether you thruft ornot Vt'bruﬁ.,’who-'
theryou play the parcof an Agent,or Pdtient, it hel-
peth younothing; for he that hath the fhortfword hath
foure times or motions againft thc‘lon.g Rapier, name-
ly, bent, fpent, lying fpent,and drawing backe , in all
maner of fights thef¢ are to be obferued both by the
Patient and Agent. Now note, he that hath the long
Rapier muft of neceffitie play vponone of thefe foure
motions ,or be Patient ,which foeuer he fhalldo, he

is ftillin great danger of the crofle of the thort fword,

becaufc if he be Agent, his number is too great, he
fallechintoone of the foure motions ,the Patient with
his fhort (word,hauing but thetime of the hand, or h;d
& foot , fafely vpon thefe adtions or times taketh his
crofle with the fhort Sword :thatbeing done ; he pre-
fentlyvncroffeth and ftriketh or thrufteth athis pleafure
him that hath thelong Rapier, in the head, face,or bo-
dicNow here isagaine to be noted,thatwhenthe crofle

’

Pavadosesof Defence. | sr

ismade , if e thac hath the long Rapict ftand faft, Heis
wounded prefently in the vncroffing of the (hort fword,
ifhe ftep or leape backeto faue himfelfe , yetthe time
ofthe handteing (wifter then the time of the foot joue-
taketh him, with blow or thruftin the arme,hand,head,
face andbodic. Now if he'that hath the long Rapier.
will be patient & make no play, but lie ftill watching to
“make his thruft or Stocata iuftin. the comming or ino-
uing ofthe Agents feete with his fhort fword, then he
hath as greardifaduantage as$e had when he was Pa-
tient,becaufe thé the Agent with his (hort Sword hath
but handand foot to make his croffe:which is moft fafe-
ly tobe done in that time,which we call Bent , and is as
impoflible for the Rapier-manto preuent, asitisforan!
vnskilfull to ftrikeor thruftiufttogether witha man-of]
skill. Then thusI conclude , thathe that fighteth with a
long Rapier , againft himthat fighteth with a fhort
Sword, can do nothing in due time to defend himfelfe,
orhurtthe other , butis flillin daungerof hislife , or’
at the mercie of him that hath the fhort Sword, or

clfehathno fafe way to helpe himfelfe, but-onely Cobs cobs Travers,

Trauerfe. This Cob wasagreat quareller ,and did de-
lightin grear brauerie to give foule ' words tohisbet-
ters , and would notrefufe to gofntothe'field to fight
withany man ,and when he came into the field, would
draw his Sword to fight, forhe was fure by the cun-
ningofhis Trauerfe ,not to be hurt by anie tan: for
atanietime finding himfelfe ouermarched would fud-
denly turne his backe and runne away with fiich fwift-
ncfle , that it was thoughta good horfe would fearce
take him. Andthis whenI was ayoungman, was ve-
ricmuch{pokenof by many Gentlemen ofthe Innes of
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és George Siluer his
the Court ,and was called Cabs Trauctlc and thofe that

hadfeene anie gobacke too faftin his fight, wouldfay,

hedid tread Cobs Trauerfe.

George Siluer bis milisavieriddie truly [er downme besweene
the Perfeltion and Imperfeliion of fight : comtaining the
bandling of the fonre fights: wherein true mfjt‘etb
the whole fumme and full perfeltion of the
true fight swith allmancyof wes-
pows with am inuicsble

sonclufion,

=] Ardant fighe ftayeth , putteth backe, or
QY | beateth gardant fighe,

\[beatethopenfight. =
75 Variable fight anfwereth variable fight
in the firft diftance,and not otherwife, except it be with
the éc. & length againft the imperfed.

Clofe fightisbeaten by gardant fight.

Variable clofe 8 gardant fight,beateth gardant ﬁght, ’

open fight, variable fight,andclofe fight. .
Gardant fight in the imperfection of the Agentor
Patient, winneth the hglfe fword,and preugnteth the
clofe ,and whofoeuer firft ventureth the clofe, loofeth
ityand is in great danger of death ,and not poflible to
efcape or getoutagaine without greathurt.
. There ateendeth moft diligeacly vpon thefe foure
fights foure offenfiue a&tions , which we call certajne,

vacertaine, fisft, before, iuft,and aftgrwards: theyare
tobe performed through indgement, time, meafure, .

number and .waighe , by which all maner of blowes,
1 thrufts,

... Openfightftayeth , putteth hacke, or

Paradoxes of Defence, 4
thrufts, falfes, doubles , orflips,are preuented, or mot%
fafely defended. And thus endeth my riddle, ’

(Now followeth the conclufion, that whofoeuer fhall
thinke or find himfelfe in his fight too weake for the A-
l§_ent', orPatient Agent, and therefore, or by reafon of

is drunkennefle, or voreafonable defperatenefle fhall
prelewithin the halfe Sword, or deferately runnein of
purpofeto giuchurt , or at leaft for taking of one hurt
togiue another, fhalt moft affiredly be in great daun-

f::l céf; &g:;l.x. or wounds, andthe gthcr fhail till be fafe

Veritas viweit.
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A BRIEFE NOTEOF THREE ITA-
fian Teachersof Oﬂe!m. o h
Hlere were three Iralian Teachers of Of-
fencein my time. The ﬁrﬁ_ was Signior
Rocko: the fe cond was Jeronimo, that was
and infufficieny B8 0% 3. Sigmior Rocko his boy , that taught Gen-. |
:;np:zm d RSOREMR tlemen in the Blacke-Fryers,as thcr f?r
whesshywere  his maifter jn fteed of a man. The third was Vincentio.
:;‘.x’:;:‘:;ﬁa" This Signioy Rockocame into England about fome thir-
‘",'.:;; note -:q tie yearespaft: he taught the Noblemen & Gentlemen
bea remembranie of the Court 5 he caufed fome of them to weare !cadlt:n
;::;: :}'gfﬁ foalesintheir fhoes,the better to bringthemto n({mb c-
wf. nefle of feetin their fight. He disburfeda great fumme
of mony for the leafe of a fairc houfe in 7 arwicke lanc,
which he called his Colledge , for he thought it great
difgrace for him to keepe a Fcncc-fchoplc , he bcxwg
then thought to be the onely famous Maifter of the ;‘t
of armes in the whole world. He caufed to be fairely
drawne and fet round about his Schoole allthe Noble-
mens and Gentlemens armes that wcre'hxs thollcrs,
and hanging right vader their armes their Raplcrs,dﬁg-
gers , gloues of male and gan:lct§. Alfo.he hadbenc cs
and ftooles, the roome being verie largc,for. Gcntlgmc
to ficround about his Schoole to bcholq his tcgclgng.
Hetaught none commonly vnder twentic, fomc, ﬁlyé
oran hundred pounds. And becaufeall things {hou

be verie neceflary for the Noblemé & gentlemé,he ha;g

7 writemot this to
difgrace thedead,
bue to (hew their
impude boldne(fe
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ihheis-Tohow e gy Fyare, ¢30B; With Adhbednd Caic
pet;dsnié }odei:ﬁz%ébfddE AN e of gold,

alwaics ftanditig vponit a veric faire Standifl'covered
with Crimfon Veluet, with inke, pens, pin:duft, and
fealing'waxe | and quicrs of verie excéllént'fine paper
gilded, readfe for the Noblemen & Gentlemen ('vpor'
occafion )towrite their letters , being then defirous to
follow their fight , to fend their men to difpatch their
bufinefle. And toknow how the timepafled,, he had in
one cornerof his fchoole a'Clocke , with a verié faire
large Diall | he had withifi that fchoole !z réome e
which was called his priuie fchoole , with manie wea--
pons therein, where he did teach his fchollers his fecret
‘frghe,after hehad perfeGilycaught thevtheir rules.He
wasverie muchbelotedinthe Court. * - 7 i
There was one Auflen Bagger , a verie tall gentle-
rpan of hishandes, not ftanding much vpon his skill,bue
caryingthevaliant hart of an Fglithman, vpon atime:
bemg metrie amongft-his friéades ; faid he would 8o
fighe witlrSigwior Rocco -préfently ‘went to Signior
Roce his houfe in the Blackefriers, and called to him in
this maner: Sigmier Roceo , thouthat art thought to be
the oncly cinning man in the world withthy weapon,
thou. that takeft vpon thee to hit abic Englitbman with
athruftvpon anie buteon, thou that takeft vpon thee to
come ouer the feas, to teach the valiant Noblemen and-
Gentlemen of Englandto fighe, thou cowardly fellow
come out of thy houfe ifthou dare for thy life, I am
come to fighr with thee. Sigmior Rocco looking outata
window , perceiuing him in the fireet ‘to ftand readie
with his Sword and Buckler , with his two hind Sword
drawne, with all fecd ran into the fteeet, and manfully
K
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et Gic. <t Aufew: 0. moft hrauely deferided:
}l?mﬂ(!:ifc .ﬁ?xfﬁ% ::lg!}'lcg withihim, and ftroke vp
hishecles, andcur him ouer the breech, and trode vpon
him, and moft gricuoufly hurt him vnder his feet :

in .the end Awften of his good naturc-ganc him his:
life, and theye lefuhim. Thiswas the firft and laft fighe,
that cucr Sigmier Rocco made , fauing once at Queene
Hith he drew his Rapicr vpon a waterman, where lie
was throughlybeaten with Oares and Stretchers , bue
theoddes of theirweapons were as great againft his Ra-
piét , s was his.two hand Sword againﬁﬁdn/lm Bag-
gersSwordand Buckler, therefore for that fray he was
tobeexcufed.

Then came in Visentio and leronimo, they taught
Rapier-fight at the Coutt, at Losdan, and in the coun-
trey, by the fpace of feaucn or eightyearesor therea-
bouts. Thefe two /talian Fencers, efpecially Usncentia,
faid that Englithmen were ftrong men, but hadno cun-
ning,and they would go backe too much in their fight, -
which was great difgrace vato them. Vpen thefe words !
ofdifgrace againft Englithmen, my brother Toby Siluer
and my felfe,made challenge againft them both,to play
with themat the fingle Rapier, Rapier and Dagger, the
fingle Dagger,thefingle Sword,the Swordand Target,
the Sword and Buckler, & two hand Sword , the Staffe, -
battell Axe , and Morris Pike, to be played at the Bell
Saua ge vpon the Scaffold, where he thatwentin his
fighe fafter backe then he ought, of Englifhman or [ta-
lian,(hold be in danger tq breake his nécke offthe Scaf-
fold. We caufedto that effet , fiue or fixe fcore Bilsof
challenge tobe printed,and fetvp from Sowthwarketo
the Tower, and framthence through Zowdos vato # e

miniter,
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miafler,we were at the place withall thefe weapons at
the time apointed, within a bow fhot of their Fence
fchoole: many gentlemen of good accom pticaried ma-
nicof the bils of chalengevnto them, telling them that
nowthe Siluers were at the place appointed ,. with all
their weapons, lookingf_bt,tgem s and 2 multicude of
peoplgthere to behold the fight,faying vnto them, now
come and go with vs ( you fhall take no wrong ) or elfe
youarehamed foreuer. Dothe gentiemen what they
could, thefe gallants would not come to the place of
triall.l verily<hinke their cowardly feare to anfwere chis
chalenge, had veterly thamed chem indeed, had not the
maifters of Defence of Lowdon., within two or three
daies after, bene drinking of boteell Ale- hard by tiin-
centios fchoole,in aHallwhere the Jealials muft ofine-
ceffitic paffe through to go to thoig fchoole: and as they
were comming by, the maifters: of Defence did pray
them to drinke withthem , butthe Z2e/ians beingveric
cowardly, werc afraide , and prefently drew their Ra-
piers:there was a pretic wench ftandin by, thatloued

~ the Xtalians, (he ran with ourcrie into the ftreet, helpe,

helpe,the 7talsans are like to be flaine: the people with
allfpeede came runining into the houfe » and with their
Cappes and fuclrthings as they.could get, parted the
fraic, for the Englifh maifters of Defence , Meant no-
thing lefle then to foile their handes vpon thefe two
faint-hartedfellowes . Thenexe morning after , all the
Courtwas filled,thar the Jtaliamteachers of Fence had
beatenall the maifters of Defence in. Zondon ,who fet v-
pon them ina houfe together. This wan the J#alsan Fen-
cers their credit againe, and thereby got much, ftill con-
tinuing theit falfe teaching to the end of their liues, *
il K2
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ongibefore hedidd; thac ivthight be fectie int his life
time he had bene'a gallant,, and therefore néinaruaile
he tooke vpon him fo highly to teach Englithmen'to
fight;and to ferforth bookes B the feates of Armes. V-
ponatime at Wevin SothetfdelHire, s he was in great
braucrie amongfwianié gentlemen of gobd accempt,
with greatboldneffethe gaue out fpeeches, thathe had
bene thus manie yeares in England , and fince the time
of hisfitft comming; there was no¢yetone Englifh-
man; thatcould oneéouth him atehiefingle Rapier, ot
Rapierand Dagget. ‘A valiant gentlethanbeing there
amongft thereft, his Englith hartdidrife to heare this'
proude boafter, fecredy fenta meflenger to one Barsho-
lamérp Bramble’a fien8 ot His; dveric tall mail both of
his hands and perfon jwhio kept afchoole of Defence in-
the towne, the meffenger by the way made the maifter
of Defence acquaimcdg with the mind of the gentleman
that fent for him ;and of all what Uimeemtsiohad {aid,this
maifter of Defence prefently came, and among(tall the
gentlemen with his cap off, praycd maifter #smcentio,
that he would be pleafed to take a quart of wine of him.
Vincentioverie {cornefully looking vpon him, faid vnto
bim. Wherefore fhouldyou gitie me aquatt of wine?
Marie Sir,faid he,bécaofe I heare you 3re a famous man
at your weapon . Ther prefently faid the gentleman
that fent for the maifter of Defence: Maifter #incentio,

Ipray youbid him welcome , he is a man of your pro-

feilion My profeffion faidwinse spiorwhiat is my profel-
fion. Thenfaid the gentlernad;he isamaiftér of the no-
ble fcience of Defence. Why faid maifter Vimeetio, God
make him a good man.But the maifter of Defencewold
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notthus ldaue him, but pryacd him againphe wouldbe
pleafed totake a quare of wine of him. Th¢ faid #swcétio,
I baue noneed ot thy wine. Then faid the maifter of De-
fence: Sir I haue afchoole of Defence in the towne will
jc pleafe you to go thither, Thy fchoole, faid maifter
Fincentior what (hall I do at thy fchoole? play with me
(faid the maifter)at the Rapier and Dagger, if it pleafe
you, Play with thee faid maifter vimcensio2 if 1 play with
thee, Iwill hic thee - 1, 2. 3. 4. thruftes in the eic toge-
gher.Then (aid the maifter of Defence, if you c3n do fo,
itis the better for you,and the worfe for me, but furely
Icanhardly beleeuc that you can hit me: but yet once
againe [hartily pray you good Sir,that you will go to
my {choole, and play with me. Play with thec faid mai-
fxer Vincentio (verice [cornefully?) by God me fcorne to

lay with thee. With that word fcorne , the. maifter of
efence was verie much moued, and vp with his great
Englith it, and ftroke maifter 7smcentis fuchaboxcon
the eare that he fell ouer and ouer , his legges iuft a-
gainft a Butrcrie hatch, whereon ftood a grear blacke
Tacke: the maifter of Defence fearing the worft, againft
Uincent:o his rifing , catche the blacke Iacke into his
hand, being more then halfe full of Beere . Zincentiolu-
flily ftare vp, layinghis handypon his D agger, & with
the other hand pointed with his finger faying, very well:
I will caufe to lic inthe Gaile for this geare , 1.2.3
4.yeares. And well faid the maifter of Defence , fince
youwill drinke no wine, will you pledge mc in Beere 21
drinke to all the cowardly knaues in England, and 1
thinke thee to be the verieft coward of them all : with
thathe caft all theBeere vpon him : notwithitanding
Vincentio hauing nothing but his guilt Rapier , and
“ K3




:)7' rger-about him, and the other for:his defencethe
Tacke,wouldnotat thattime fight itont: buethe

next day met with the maifter of Defence in the fisecte,
and faid vnto him , you remember how mifufedame
yefterday, youwerctoblame, me be anexcellentman,
me teach you how tothruft two foote fastherdhenanie
Englifhman , but firft come you with me: -then he
brought him toa Mercers fhop, and faid to the Mercer,
let me fee of your beftfilken Point¢s , the Mercer did
prefently thew him fome of fcauen groates a dozen}
thenhe payeth fourteene groates for two dozen ; arid
faid to the maifterof Defence , there is onedozen fok
ou, and héreis another for me. This was one of theva-
janteft Fencers that came from beyond the feas , to
teach Englithmen tofight,and this was oncofthe inane
lieft frayes, that I haue hard of , that euerhe made in
Englm}: wherin he fhewed himfelfe a farre better man
in his life, then in his profeffion he was, for he profcﬂ'gd
armes, but in hiis life abetter Chriftian, He fet forthin
print a booke for the vfe of the Ripier and Dagger, the
which hecalled his pra&tife, [haueread it ouer ; and be-
caufe I finde therein neither true rule for the perfe&t
teaching of true fight, nor true ground of true fight,nei-
ther fence or reafon for due proofe thereof . I haue
thought itfriuolous to recite any part therincontained:
yetchat the truth hereof may appeare,let two mé being
wel experienced in the Rapier and Dagger fight,choofe
any of the beft branches in the fame booke,8¢ make trial
with force and agility , without the which the truth be-
tweene the true & falfe fight cannot be knowne , &they
fhali find great imperfegtions therein. And againe, for
proofethat there is no truth neither in his rules,groiids
: or

~

.
orRapicr-fight ,lct triall be made in this maner:Set tvzd Proofes ageinft
waskilfull men together at the Rapierand Dagger , be: "™ " fich

ingvaliant, and you fhall fee,, thatonce in two boutes
there fhall either one or both of them be hurt. Then fet
two skilfull men together, being valiant at the Rapier
and Dagger,and they thall do the like. Then fet a skilful
Rapier and Dagger-man the beft that can be had, anda
valiant man hauing no skill together at Rapier & Dag-
ger,and once in two bouts vponmy creditin all the ex-
perience I huue in fight, the vaskilful man,do the other
whathe can for his life to thecontrarie , thall hurt him,
and moft commonlyif it were in continuance offight,
you fhall fee the vnskilfull man to haue the aduantage,
And ifI fhould chufe avaliant man for feruice of the
Prince , orto take part with me or anie friend of mine
inagood quarrell, I would chufe the vnskilfull man, be-
ingvnencombred with falfe fights, becaufe fuchaman
ftandeth free inhis valour with ftrength and agilitic of
badie,frecly taketh the benefitof nature, fighteth moft
brate, by loofing no oportunitie, either found lytohure
his enemie, or defend himfelfe, but the other ftanding

for his Defence, vpon his cunning Italian wardes, poir-

tarewer(a,the Imbrocata, Stocata,and being faft tyed vn-

to thefe falfe fightes, ftandeth troubled in%ais wits, and

nature therby racked through the largeneffe or falfe ly-
ingsor Spaces, whereby he isin his fightasa man halfe
maimed, loofing the oportunity of times & benefit of
nature ;& whereas before beingignorant of thefe falfe
Rapier fightes, ftanding in the ('§cc Iibertic of nature
giuen himby god,he wasable in the field with his wea-
po toanfwere the valianteft man in the world, butnow
being ticd vnto thac falfe fickle vncertaine fight, there-
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- by hath loft in nature his fre¢dome , is'naw become -
+ "“fcarce halfe a man, and eucrie boye inthag fight isbes -
come as good a man as himfclfe. R
Ieronimo this gallant was valiant , and:wopld fight
indeed,and did, as you fhall heare. He beinging Coch
with awench thathe loued well there was one: Chefe ;
averie tall man , in his fight naturall Englith, for ke
foughtwith his Sword and Dagger, andin Rapier-fight
hadnoskill atall, This Checfe hauing a quarrellto Z-
romimo oucrtooke him vpon the way, himfelfe being.on
horfebacke , did call to Zeyowimo , and bad him come
forth of the Coch orhe would fetch him, for he was
¢ome to fight with him . Zerowimo prefently went forth
of the Coch and drew his Rapier and dagger, put hing
felfinto his beft ward or Stocate,which ward was taughy
by.hunfclfc and Pincestio,and by them beft allowed ofy
to be the beft ward to ftand vpon in fight for life , either
to affaule the enemie, or ftand and watch his commjng;
which ward it (hould feeme he ventured his lifg vpan,
buthowfocuer with.all the fine Italicnated skill /ereps-
mohad , Cheefe with his Sword within two thruflesran
him into the bodie and flue him. Yet the Italian tea-
chers will fay,thatan Englifhma cannot thruft ftraighg
with a Sword, becaufe the hilt will not fuffer him topug
the forefinger guer the Crofle , nor to putthe thumbe
vpon the bFadé, nor to hold the pummell in the hand,
whereby we are of neceflitie to hold faft the handle in
the hand: by reafon whereof we are driuen to thruft
bothcompafle and thort, whereas with the Rapier they
can thruft both ftraight and much further then we can
withthe Sword,becaufe of the hilt: and thefebetherea-
fons they make againft the Sword,
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