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INTRODUCTION,

QU N 1599 a certain George Silver published
b a work entitled ‘Paradoxes of Defence,
ty wherein 1s proved the trve grounds of Fight
mise to be in the short auncient weapons, and
that the short Sword hath aduantage of the long Sword
or fong Rapier. And the weakenesse and imperfetion
of the Rapier-fights displayed. Together with an
Admonition to the noble, ancient, vitorious, valiant,
and most braue nation of Englishmen, to beware of false
teachers of Defence, and how they forsake their owne
naturall fights : with a briefe commendation of the noble
science or exercising of Armes. By George Siluer
Gentleman. London, Printed for Edvvard Blount. 159¢9.”,
dedicated “ To the Right Honorable, my Singvlar Good
Lord, Robert Earle of Essex and Ewe, Earle Marshall of
England, Viscount Hereford, Lord Ferrers of Chartley,
Bourchier and Louaine, Maister of the Queenes Maies-
ties horse, & of the Ordenance, Chancellor of the
Vniuersitie of Cambridge, Knight of the most noble
order of the Garter, and one of her Highnesse most
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in question existed, but remained unknown except to
very few people up to about the year 1890, at which time
it was discovered in the MS. Department of the British
Museum by the late Mr. W. London. He was warned
at the Museum to beware of assuming the work to be
autograph, but he afterwards stated in a letter to Captan
Hutton that he found * the educated but careless and
corrupt spelling to be chara&eristic of Silver,” and also
thathe “considered it to be the oldest English treattse on
arms, with the exception of that on the two-hand sword in
the Hartleian MS. (3542), which dates from the fifteenth
century.” The “ Bref Instructions” consist of thirty-
four. closely-written pages in very good preservation,
there being but few places, and those of comparative
insignificance, where the handwriting is too faded to be
legible ; in such cases the context, however, clearly con-
veys the meaning. It is interesting fo note that the
MS.* of the ““Paradoxes” is also in the Library of the
British Museum, having been purchased in 1892 at the
sale of the MSS. of Edwin H. Laurence, Lot 603, at a
cost of £r11.

From the time that the MS, of “ Bref Instruc¢tions”
first became known to Mr. London he appears to have
studied it with considerable care, and, dlthough not him-
self a fencer, he became at once so convinced of the prac-

* MS. 47 pages. No. 34,192, “ With ¢ Epistle Dedecatorie” (. 4-6)
to Robert [ Devereux, 2nd] Earl of Essex.  Probably the actual presenta-
tion copy, &c.” Vide Thimm’s “Bibliography of Fencing and Duelling."

b
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tical value to swordsmen of its contents that ‘he made a
complete transcript of it—by no means a light undertaking
when the caligraphy and spelling are taken into account.

Knowing Captain Alfred Hutton by reputation as one
of the most universallyrecognized authorities on all matters
respecting the sword and its employment, it occurred
to Mr, London after completing the transcript that
Captain Hutton was of all others the one best qualified
by his practical knowledge and experience to pronounce
definitely upon the merits of the MS. He accordingly
obtained an introduétion, and, after some correspondence,
left the transcript for perusal. This occurred in 1894.
In due course it was returned, and then only Captain
Hutton learned of the rather sudden death of the lender,
who it appeared had some short time previously expressed
a wish that the transcript might be allowed to remain in
Captain Hutton's magnificent colleCtion of fencing and
duelling literature.

Thus it was, in 18g5, that the *“ Bref Instrudtions,” by
far the more valuable part of George Silver's work, first
came under my notice.

Realizing the value of this unpublished work Captain
Hutton eventually extrated from Mr. London’s tran-
script of it the material upon which he based a most
interesting article in “ The Indian Fencing Review” of
January, 1897, on “Sword Fighting and Sword Play,”
constituting in itself a highly pradiical little work, and
likely to prove of much assistance to the infantry officer
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desirous of rendering himself as “handy” as possible
with his sword at close quarters. More recently still,
namely, on September 25, 1897, Captain Hutton gave
practical illustration of the * grips” mentioned by him in
that article at an exhibition of swordsmanship at the
Whitton Park Club, and this display following upon the
publication of his paper immediately recalled to my mind
the original MS. atthe British Museum. I took an early
opportunity of consulting this in order to make a closer
acquaintance with Silver's later and more important work,
which is probably the earliest (in English, at any rate} to
teach what is now considered to be the most telling and
classic style of fence, viz., © Parry and Riposte.”

Much impressed by what I saw and afterwards read,
it struck me thata work so peculiarly English, containing
so much matter of value to all swordsmen, and to infantry
officers in particular, ought not to remain buried, but
should rather be published for the use of those who
care to read and learn. 1 therefore determined to
complete the work so nearly finished by George Silver,
by publishing his MS. of ¢ Bref Instrutions.” Captain
Hutton and Captain Thimm, whom I consulted on this
idea, gave me every encouragement, the former most
kindly placing at my disposal the transcript made by Mr.
London for comparison when my own transcript was
completed.

After reading the “Bref Instrutions” carefully through
in conjunétion with the ‘“Paradoxes,” I determined to
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make the work really complete, as George Silver had
evidently intended it to be, by reprinting the “Para-
doxes” as nearly as possible in their original form, with
the “Bref Instrultions” following lizeratim et verdatim
in accordance with the MS,, and in the same style as the
“ Paradoxes.”

These latter alone contain much to interest the swords-
man and the antiquary, but it is not so much to this por-
tion of the work as to the “ Bref Instruétions” that |
desire to direct attention, owing to the remarkably clear
and concise manner in which much excellent and service-
able advice upon the handling of the sword is given.
Taking into consideration the fa¢t that the weapon re-
commended by Silver as the most serviceable nearly 300
years ago, though slightly longer and double-edged, was
for all practical purposes similar, as regards the blade, to
the regulation weapon of to-day, much, if not all, that he
has written upon the handling of it in his time may well
prove of immense service to those whose lives are at times
dependent upon the more or less ready use of their swords.

The faét that so little distin€lion is now made between
the swordsmanship of the duellist and that of the soldier
must be incomprehensible to the majority of fencers who
have given any consideration to the matter as thus defined.
Fencing as now taught throughout Europe is made, and
always has been, entirely subservient to the requirements
of the duel, with all its attendant etiquette. This distinc-
tion is demonstrated by almost any work (whether of
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ancient or of modern date) upon the art of sword-fencing,
and it 1s moteover a rule to which there are few exceptions,
That this distinction should exist among continental
nations cannot be altogether a matter of surprise to us,
seeing that the possibility, and even, in certain countries,
the probability of a duel is common to both civil and
military - society alike, but- that this method should be
adopted in this muntry, where duelling is altogether a
thing of the past, it is not quite so easy to understand.

- As a means simply of promoting health, and as a re-
creation, fencing of the classic schools, whether French or
Italian, cannot be too highly commended, and with simply
such objels as these in view all the stringent etiquette of
the duel and the extreme niceties of the art of fence
should be strongly insisted upon in the fencing-room. It
is generally admitted that the true basis of all scientific
swordsmanship is foil-play-—meaning thereby that a man
who is fairly expert with the foil will very soon render
himself equally so with the sabre; although I do not
suggest -that a man cannot become a good sabre fencer
without the groundwork of foil- fencmg—-l merely say that
he is invariably the better for it.

Now in all probability the only Englishmen to whom
swordsmanship can ever be a matter of real necessity are
officers in Her Majesty’s Navy and Army, of whom it is
perhaps the infantry officer rather than any other that
should be considered on this account,and who in parti-
cular should be clearly instructed in the vast distin@ion
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that exists between the sabre duel and the sabre fight,
shorn of all formality and rules, as he would find it on
service, whether against a savage or a civilized enemy.
The method of instrution as at present authorized for
his use is so closely allied to the duelling system as to be
practically indistinguishable from it,and to such an extent
is this true that the authority responsible for its invention
and adoption has seen fit not only to neglect all instruc-
tion respedling either the attack or defence of the lower
limbs, but has actually gone so far as absolutely to pro-
hibit the attack or defence-of any part of the body below
the hip. From this, and from many other instances of a
more or less similar nature, it is evident beyond dispute
that the system and etiquette of the duel have been
rigidly adhered to throughout, and this too in a text-book
presumably compiled to teach free sabre fighting, such as
would be encountered on aftive service. Clearly, in the
place of this, a simple system should have been drawn up
to teach an officer how to defend himself thoroughly, and
how to attack an adversary, without puzzling him with a
number of complicated parries and movements, which,
even if practicable with a feather-weight duelling sabre,
and in the fencing-room, become utterly impossible with
the regulation sword, and in a fight of the “rough and
tumble” order. Given the present infantry regulation
sword of sufficient weight and strength to render it a
really serviceable weapon, it would be impossible for any
man to put into practice the principles which he is now
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supposed to be taught. Why not, therefore, having de-
cided upon the pattern of the regulation sword, have
drawn up, or have caused to be drawn up, by one or more
of our well-known swordsmen, competent from experi-
ence to judge what is really requisite for the purpose, a
simple common-sense method of sword-fighting suitable
for service requirements. This could easily be taught, and
devoid of a great deal of that preliminary fencing-room
drudgery that so frequently proves to be the real bar to
further interest and improvement except in the case of the
enthusiast—a system, in fadt, of such a description that
the advanced “science” of the sword is as far as possible
eliminated from it, in order to make way for the simple
development of individual coolness and quickness by such
means as can without difficulty be pradtised by officers
among themselves at any time,
- That such a system can be drawn up, and that there
are those who are thoroughly qualified to do it well, there
is no doubt—the main point to be borne in mind being
from the outset to dismiss all that to any unnecessary ex-
tent savours of the duelling school, and then to teach the
smallest number and the simplest of pardes that will pro-
teCt a man from /ead fo foot, and the corre? and guickest
way of delivering a cut or thrust, coupled with careful
instruction in the judicious use of the left hand in defence,
which 1s now and has long been totally ignored. So soon
as an officer instructed upon such simple lines as these
finds that he can always stop deliberate attacks delivered
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without feints (as they might usually be expelted), and
can make -his ripostes with tolerable hope of succeds, he
will at once begm to acquire confidence in himself and in
his sword at close quarters, and' before:-long it is not un-
reasonable to. believe that our officers generally would
learn.properly to understand;, and to form a miore correct
estimate «ofs the valie of:the weapons they wear as a
fighting arm; thaw with certain almest rare mcﬁpﬂms is
at présentthe case. . o

“The whole ‘matter praéhcaﬂy then amounts to this I n
nrden to make a.man a fencer it requires an expenditure
of much time, patience, and labour on the part of instructor
and pupi alike. Why therefore endeavour to achieve so
much which at the best can only bedone in comparatively
few cases, whereas far more pratlical results: can  be
attained, and that in a muchilarger number of cases, with
infimitely less. trouble: 10 all concerned ?  Sutely, if an
officer after praétical expertence found that he could hold
his ewn and render.a good account of himself in 2 hand-
to-hand ‘éncounter on such lines as already Suggested, is
it not also reasonable to suppose that this of itself would
prove sufficient incentive to him - to look into the. real
“ science " :of the art of his own aecord, and thus eventu-
ally to assist, though -in a way ‘unintentionally, in the
re-establishment of the art of fence in this country upon
an even better, and certainly upon a more justifiable basis
than that upon which it exists in other countries 2

To the infantry officer, then, whether he be a fencer or
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not, and perhaps more especially in the latter case, I
carnestly recommend a perusal and careful study of the
‘“ Bref Instruftions ;” for I am convinced that a great deal
of what he reads therein can be put into pradtice in sword
encounters with highly successful results, especially when
they take place against men of savage or barbarian races
that Her Majesty’s troops are now so frequently sent to
face in various quarters of the globe. T'o him I particu-
larly commend the “Gryps"” (cap. 6), and the ripostes
that can be made from them—powerful parries, with
strong, rapid, and, in the majority of cases, most unlooked-
for ripostes, calculated to thoroughly surpnse an adver-
sary under almost any circumstances.

As an example : A rushing opponent delivers a sweep-
ing downward blow at the left side of the head or neck.
This 13 met with a high prime parry, and nothing being
less likely than a feint under such circumstances, the blow
can be met deliberately, or even with a forward movement
of the foot, and the assailant’s sword-wrist gripped firmly
with the left hand under the right as his cut 1s checked,
and almost simultaneously with the formation of the
parry. The sword-point is then inclined to the rear over
the left shoulder, and the pommel dashed into his face
with terrific force, the way being further cleared for it by
pressure downwards with the left hand upon the adver-
sary's sword-arm. ‘There are, of course; variations of
this, and a man fairly praflised in this class of close fight-
ing would be able easily to combine all these movements

¢
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almost into a single action; and there is, moreover, a
great point in favour of this, inasmuch as it is hardly
possible for any defence to be brought against a riposte
of this kind in time to prove successful. The more
furious and determined the onslaught the simpler and
more effeltive the parry and riposte really become.
Silver gives the “gryps” or seizure§ for use to meet
various attacks with ripostes of this description (in many
cases with the alternative of using the point}, which can
most effeétively be made from them, and these it is which
appear of such pradtical value as to warrant the publica-
tion of them after so many years of oblivion.

It is true that they had gone out of vogue before his
time, as is shown by his statement in the “ Paradoxes,”
that “there are now in these dayes no gripes, closes,
wrestlings, striking with the hilts, daggers, or bucklers,
vsed in Pence-schools,” but which at the same time
proves them to have been previously recognized, taught,
and used, and to have simply been lost sight of as times
and weapons changed.

It is sufficiently remarkable that from the very com-
mencement Silver lays great stress upon defence ; every
argument he makes use of points to the absolute necessity
of this in the first instance, and it is only when in safety
that he advises counter-attack or riposte.

The soundness of his views in this is amply justified
by the faét that the most classic fence of the present day
is admitted by schools of fence of all nations to consist of
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the correltly-formed parry followed by an instantaneous
riposte. He draws particular attention to the fadt that
for years previous to his time all had been sacrificed to
attack, and that defence had been almost if not entirely
neglected for the sake of attack by those who made it
their business to teach the use of the sword—a faét which
he justly condemns. This remains the point of primary
importance throughout Silver’s work, and forms the very
essence of his teaching.

- Mty that e ¢dn read in the “Paradoxes” appears
to Juuve been, and  doubtless was, written in a feeling of
intense itritatibn’ against and jealousy of Saviolo (the
witter o’ the rapier)®* and his school, but the manner
in which he treats his own method of defence and attack
in his “ Bref Instrutions,” as opposed to that of the
Italian school of his dgy, clearly proves that he had
thoroughly thought out the system which he advocated,
and that he had reduced it to a science pra&ically of his
own creation, which is remarkable at any rate for much
common sense, and in some respelts, perhaps, for teach-
ing of a2 unique kind. His ¢ Bref Instrudtions” can be
still used with great effedt, almost without modification,
to suit our modern sword, and it is on this account that
1 have brought them forward, suppressing or adding no-

* “Vincentio Saviolo. His Praftise, in two bookes : the first treat-
ing of the Use of the Rapier and Dagger, the second of Honour
and Honourable Quarrels. 4to, 1595. London: Printed by John
Wolfe.”
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thing, in order to show how wide a scope they still possess
for providing a powerful method of defence against all
weapons, and some simple though telling ripostes for use
in hand-to-hand fighting. Silver, too, fully realized the
fact that the hilt or pommel of the sword (or the butt of
any arm) constituted an effetively offensive portion of
the weapon if pfoperly handled. A few modern authors,
who have written upon bayonet fighting, have taught the
use of the rifle-butt, but Silver was, so far as I have been
able to ascertain, the first writer to attach any importance
to the offensive possibilities of the sword-hilt. That in it
he indicates a weapon of great power, when used as an
auxiliary to the point- and edge at close quarters, there
can be no doubt, for whereas many 2 man can do much
damage to his opponent after being run through the
body, especially if able for the moment to retain the
blade in himself (and thus render his enemy moment-
arily powetless), few if any would be able to stand up
against a back-handed blow in the face with the pommel
of a regulation sword.

I suggest that sword figkting is not taught, and that
it ought to be. Fencing should be encouraged to the
utmost, but fighting should be regarded, as it was by
Silver, as a distin{l subject, and of much greater import-
ance in the majority of cases.

My advice to every infantry officer is to study these
grips closely, and to thoroughly master the simplicities of
sword fighting, and on no account to try to persuade him-
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self that an intricate and possibly faulty duelling school
will keep his skin whole in hand-to-hand fighting, unless
he be already an expert fencer.

CyriL G. R. MaTTHEY.



PARADOXES

OF DEFENCE,

WHEREIN IS PROVED THE TRVE
grounds of Fight to be in the fhort auncient weapons,
and that the fhort Sword hath aduantage of the long
Sword or long Rapier. And the weakeneile and imper-
feCtion of the Rapier-fights difplayed. Together withan
Admonition to the noble , ancient , viftorious, valiant,
and moft braue nation of Englithmen, to beware of falfe
teachers of Defence , and how they forfake their owne
naturall fights : with a briefe commendation of
the noble fcience or exercifing of
Armes.

By George Siluer Gentleman.

LLONDON,
Printed for Edvvard Blount,

1599






HONORABLE, MY SINGVLAR

GOOD LORD, ROBERT EARLE OF
Effex and Ewe, Earle Mar{hall of England,Vi{-

count Hereford, Lord Ferrers of Chartley, Bourchier
and Louaine, Mazfler of the Queenes Mazefties horfe , &

of the Ordenance, Chancellor of the Vniuerfitie of Cam-
bridge, Knight of the moft noble order of the Gar-
ter, and one of bher Highnefle moft bo-
norable Priuy Counfell.

change, refembling the Ca-
#|melion,whoaltereth himfelfe
"o AR =7 2 linto all colours fauewhite: {o
Fencing changeth into all wards faue the right.
Thatitis{o, experience teacheth vs : why itis
{fo , I doubt not but your wifedome doth con-
cetue. There is nothing permanent that is not
true, what can be true that is vacertaine ? how

can that be certaine, that ftands vpon vncertain
A 3 |
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grounds? The mind of mana greedie hunter af-
ter truth, finding the {eeming truthbut chaun-
ging, notalwayes one, but alwayes diucrfe, for-
fakes the fuppofed, to find out the affured cer-
taintie : and {earching euery where faue where
it {hould, meetes with all faue what it would.
VVho feekes & finds not, feekes in vaine ; who
feckes invaine, muft if he wil find feeke againe:
and feeke he may againe and againe, yetall in
vamne. VVho feekes not what he would, as he
thould, and where he fhould , as in all other
things ( Right honourable) {o in Fencing : the
mind defirous of truth, huntsafterit,and hating
falthood, flies from it,and therfore hauing mif-
led itonce, itaffayes the fecond time : if then he
thriuesnot, he tries another way : whé that hath
failed he aduentures on the third : & if all thefe
faile him , yet he neuer faileth to chaunge his
weapon, his fight, his ward, if b any meanes he
may compaffe what he moft affe@s: for becaufe
men defire to find out a true defence for them.
lelues in their fight, therefore they feeke it dili-
gently, nature hauing taught vs to defend our
felues, and Art teaching how : and becaufe we
mifle it in one way we chaunge to another. But

though
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though we often chop and change, turne and
returne, from ward to ward, from fight to fight,
in this voconftant fearch, yet wee neuer reft in
anie, and that becaufe we neuer find the truth:

and therefore we neuer find it, becaufe we neuer £7g4p naifer:
of defence, are

{feeke it in that weapon where it may be tound. srofzasie men-

bers in the com-

For, to {eeke for a true defence in an Vntrue mux weais, ir

weapon, is to angle on the earth for fith, and to 22 2=

huntin the fea for Hares: truthisancient though weapons o sru
Defence | weight

it feeme an vpftart : our forefathers were wile, and conuenien
. . length, within
though our age account them foolith , valiant u ompase s

though we repute them cowardes: they found }bjtf;ff;}’;f:

out the true defence for their bodies in fhort # wmmand, ée-
caufe it mareth

weapons by their wif{dome, they defended them s jar, 404

valiant, hardie,

{elues and {ubdued their enemies, with thole zmg ans
‘weapons with their valour. And (Right hono- 22, and

viflorious in
rable) if we will haue this true Defence, we muft # warres fer-
wice of their

{eeke itwhere it 1s,1in {hort Swords, {hort Staues Prince, difonc
the halfe Pike , Partifans , Gleues , or fuch like 2 f;;ﬁij ”ﬁ
weapons of perfet légths; not in long Swords, 2% " Reers

reafon not to be

I 1ck iniards - taught, mor fuf-
1ong Rapiers, norf:rog PI‘ICklI‘lg Poiniards forﬁma I
if there be no certain groundsfor Defence,why ecase it ma-

keth men feare-

do they teach it? if there be , why haue they not Full and onfa
found it? Not becaufe itis not : to fay {o, were #/7&% «7ba

andweak,tS on-

to gainefay the truth : but becaufe 1t is not cer-— feruiceatle in the
A 4 WarreEs.
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taine 1n thofe weapons which they teach. To
proue this, I haue fet forth thefe my Paradoxes,
different I confefle from the maine current of
our outlandifh teachers, but agreeing I am well
aflured to the truth,and tendingasI hope tothe
honor of our Englith nation. The reafon which
moued me to aduenture {o great a taske, is the
defire I haue to brin g the truth to light, which
hath long time lyen hidden in the caue of con-
tempt, while we like degenerate fonnes, haue
forfaken our forefathers vertues with their wea.
pons,and haue lufted like men ficke ofa {trange
ague, after the ftrange vices and deuifes of Ita-
hian, French and Spanifh Fencers, litle remem-
bring , that thefe Apifh toyes could not free
Rome from Brennius facke, nor Fraunce from
King Henrie the fifthis conquelt. Tothisdefire
to find out truth the dau ghter oftime, begotten
of Bellona , I was alfo moued ,that by it I might
remoue the great loffe of our Englifh gallants,
which we daily fuffer by thefe imperfe& fights,

wherein none vndertake the combat , be his
caufe neuer fo good, his clining neuer {o much,
his ftrength and agilitie neuer {o great, but his
vertue was tied to fortune : happie man, happie

doale,
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doale , kill or be killed is the dreadfull iffue of

this divellifh imperfe& fight. If that man were

now aliue, which beat the Maifter for the {cho-

lers fault, becaufe he had no better inftru&ted

him , thefe Italian Fencers could not e{cape his

cenfure , who teach vs Offence, not Defence,

and to fight , as Diogenes {cholers were taught

to daunce, to bring their liues toan end by Art.

VVas Aiax a coward becaufe he fought with a

{euen foulded Buckler,or are we mad to go na-

ked into the field to trie our fortunes, not our

vertues? VVas Achilles a run-away, who ware

that well tempered armour, or are we de{perat,

who care for nothing but to fight,andlearnlike

the Pigmeys, to fight with bodkins, or weapons

of like defence? Is it valour for a man to go na-

ked againft his enemie? why then did the La-
cedemonians punifth him as defperate, whom

they rewarded for his vallour with a Lawrell

crowne? But that which is moftthamefull, they 7, 4 i wiir 2
teach mé to butcher one another here at home 7%, 74 i
in peace,wherewith they cannot hurt their ene- 2/ex Rapiers

or none ar all, but

mies abrode in warre. For, your Honour well 2ot swords. 7,
| that I anfwere:

knowes, that when the battels are 1oyned, and 74 are infus-

- cient alfo, for
come to the charge, there is no roome for them {7} °%/"
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pilts, whereby

ey are s to drawe their Bird-{pits, and when they haue

dent in theiz de- them, what can they doe with them? can they
fence, and efpe- )

ally fir the b4, pierce his Corflet with the point? can they vn-
which being fro-

ten abougs  1ace his Helmet, vnbuckle his Armour, hew a-

with a verie fmal

e mot e Tunder their Pikeswith a Stocata,a reuerfa,a Dritta,
.

monly is the bffe 3 Stramafon,or other {uch like t€peftuous termes?
of a mad, becdufe

the firceof bis 10, thefe toyes are fit for children, not for men,
hand being taken

from kim heis tOT ftragling boyes of the Campe , to murder

neither able to

imans i, POultrie; not for men of Honour to trie the bat-

orgreatl o tellwith their toes. Thus I haue (right Honora-
offend bis enemy:

ond agae  fn ble) for the trial of the truth,betweenethe {hort
the Kaprer-npght

hath bene taught, Sword and the 101'lg Rapier, fOl‘ the {S.Uiﬁg Ofthﬁ
el lives of our Englith gallants , who are {ent to
Wl the ofe of the certaine death by theirvncertaine fights |, & for
abandoning of that mifchieuous and imperfe&

- weapon,which ferues to kill our frigds in peace,

but cannot much hurtour foes in warre , haue I

at this time giuen forth thefe Paradoxes to the

view ot the world. And becaufe I knowe fuch

{traunge opinions had need of ftout defence, I

humbly crave your Honorable proteétion , as

one in whom the true nobility of our vi&orious
Aunceftors hath taken vp his refidence. It will

fute to the reft of your Honours moft noble c6-

plements , to maintaine the defence of their

WﬁElPOI]S
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weapons whofe vertues you poflefle. It agrees
with your Honourable difpofition, to receiue
withfauour what i1s prefented with loue. It {orts
with your Lordfhips high authority , to weigh
with reafon, whatis fit for marfhallmen. Itisan
viuall point of your Honor , whichwinnes your
Lordfhip loue in your countrey , to defend the
truth in whomf{oeuer: and it addeth a {upply to
that vwhich your Lordfhip haue of late begun
to your vnipeakeable honor and our ineftima-
ble benefite, to reduce the vvearing of {wordes
vvith hilts ouer the hands, to the Romane difci- #% fpouid we

leaue the hand

pline;no longer then they might draw them vn- nakead,jince ther-

. : by our limmes &
der their armes, or ouer their thoulders. Inall ./ 7

or any of thefe refpecs, I reft affured that your 2727 =™

Lordfhip vvill vouchfafe to receiue vvith fauor weenéd, ena

. . . executed? I fee
and maintaine vvith honour thefe Paradoxes of r reafin sus
that the band

mine, vvhich ifthey be throuded vnder fo fate a 5,.11 4¢ o5 werr
thield, I vvill not doubt but to maintaine vvith 7 ?}frfjffg”f“
reafon amongft the vvife, and proue it by pra- ther part of he
&ife vpon the ignorant, that there is no certaine
defence in the Rapier, and that thereis great
aduantage in the thort Sword againft the long

Rapier, or all maner of Rapiers in generall, of

vvhat length {oeuer. And that the thort Staffe
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hath the vauntage againit the long Staffe of
twelue, foureteene, fixteene or eighteene foote
long, or of what length {oeuer. And againfttwo
men vvith their Swordes and Daggers, or two
Rapiers, Poiniards & Gantlets, or each of them
a cafe of Rapiers : vvhich vvhether I can per-
forme or not, I {fubmit for triall to your Honors
martiall cenfure , being at all imes readie to
make it good,1n vvhat maner,and againf{t vvhat
man {oeuer it fhall ftand vvith your Lord{hips
good liking to appoint. And {o I humbly com-
mend this booke to your Lordthips vviledome
to perufe, and your Honour to the Higheft to
~protect in all health and happinefle novve and

Cucr,

- Your Honors in all dutie,

Greorge Siluer.

A N



AN ADMONITION
TO THE NOBLE, ANCIENT,

VICTORIOVS, VALIANT, AND
MOST BRAVE NATION OF
ENGLISHME N.

PRGN Eorge Siluer hauning the perfe&
G\ knowledge of all maner of weapds,
§231%4) and bein experieced in all maner
29 'Df ﬁghlts,,g thereby perceining the
') great abufes by the Ifalian Tea-

chers of Offence done vnto them,
the great errors, inconueniences, &
falfe refolutions they haue brought
them into, haue inforced me, euen of pitie of their moft
lamentable wounds and flaughters, & as I verily thinke
it my bounden dutie, with all loue and humilitie to ad-
monifh them to take heed, how they fubmit them-
{elues into the hands of [talian teachers of Defence, or
ftraungers whatfoeuer; and to beware how they forfake
or fufpect their owne naturall fight, that they may by
cafting off of thefe Italianated, weake, fantafticall, and
moft diuellith and imperfe& fights, and by exerci-
fing of their owne ancient weapons, be reftored, or
atchieue vnto their natural, and moft manly and victo-

rious fight againe, the dint and force whereof manie
B




2 An Admonition
braue nations haue both felt and feared. Our plough-
men haue mightily preuailed againft them, as alfo a-
gainft Maifters of Defence both in Schooles and coun-
tries, that haue taken vpon the to ftand vpon Schoole-
trickes and iugling gambolds: whereby it grew to a
common {peech among the countrie-men, Bring me to
a Fencer, I will bring him out of his fence trickes with
good downe right blowes, I will make him forget his
fence trickes I will warrant him. I {peake not againit
Maifters of Defence indeed, they are to be honoured,
nor againft the Science, it is noble, and in mine opinic
to be preferred next to Diuinitie; for as Diuinitie pre-
ferueth the foule from hell and the diuell, {o doth this
noble Science defend the bodie from wounds & flaugh-
ter. And moreouer, the exercifing of weapons putteth
away aches, griefes, and difeafes, it increafeth ftrength,
and fharpneth the wits, it giueth a perfect iudgement,
it expelleth melancholy, cholericke and euill conceits,
it keepeth a man in breath, perfet health, and
longlife. It is vnto him that hath the perfection there-
of, a moft friendly and comfortable companion when
he is alone, hauing but only his weapon about him, it
putteth him out of all feare, & in the warres and places
of moft danger it maketh him bold, hardie, and valiant.
And for as much as this noble and moft mightie na-
tion of Englifhmen, of their good natures, are alwayes
moft louing, verie credulous, & ready to cherith & pro-
tect ftragers : yet that through their good natures they
neuer more by {trangers or falfe teachers may be decei-
ued, once againe I am moft humbly to admonifh thé, or
fuch as fhal find in themfelues a difpofition or defire to
learne their weapons of them, that from henceforth as

{tran-
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{trangers thall take vpon them to come hither to teach
this noble & moft valiant, & victorious nation to fight,
that firft, before they learne of them, they caufe a {uffi-
cient triall of them to be made, whether the excellencie
of their skill be fuch as they profefle or no, the triall to
be very requifite & reafonable, euen fuch as I my felfe
would be contented withall, if I {hould take vpon me to
go in their countrie to teach their nation to fight. And
thisisthe triall: theyfhall play with fuch weapos asthey
profefle to teach withall, three bouts apeece with three
of the beft Englith Maifters of Defence, & three bouts
apeece with three vnskilful valiant men, and threebouts
apeece with three refolute men half drunke. Then if they
can defend thefelues againft thefe maifters of Defence,
and hurt, and go free from the reft, then are they to be
honored, cherithed, and allowed for perfeft good tea-
chers, what countrey men foeuer they be: but if of anie
of thefe they take foile, then are they imperfet in
their profeffion, their fight is falfe, & they are falfe tea-
chers, deceiuers and murtherers, and to be punifhed ac-
cordingly, yet no worfe punithment vato them I with,

then fuch as in their triall they fhall find.

There are foure efpectall markes to know the ltahan fight
is imperfect. & that the Italan teachers and fetters
Jorth of books of Defence, neuer had the per-
fection of the true fight.

scexhe firlt marke is, they feldome fight in their
|[\='owne country vnarmed, commonly in this
fort, a paire of Gantlettes vpon their hands,
»¥and a good fhirt of maile vpon their bodies.

The fecod marke is, that neither the Italians, nor any
B2

A great fauor to
giue them choice
of their weapons,

becaufe profeffors
of armes ought to
be skilfullwithall
maner of weapos.

2
Yet they per-

Jwade vs that the

croffe of the Ra-
pier without hilt

or gantiet is fuffi-

cient,
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of their beft {cholers do neuer fight, but they are
moft comonly fore hurt, or one or both of them {laine.
The third marke is, they neuer teach their {cholers,
nor {et downe in their bookes anie perfect lengthes of
their weapons, without thewhich no man can by nature
or Art againft the perfet legth fight fafe, for being too
fhort, their times are too long, and {paces too wide for
their defence, and being too long, they wilbe vpon eue-
ric crofle that fhall happen to be made, whether it be
done by skil or chance, 1n great danger of death; becaufe
the Rapier being too long, the croffe cannot be vndone
in due time, but may be done by going backe with the
fecte ; but that time is alwaies too long to an{were
the time of the hand, therfore euery man ought to haue
a weapon according to his owne {tature : the tall man
muft haue his wedpon longer then the man of meane
{tature, or elfe he hath wrong in his defence, & the man
of meane ftature muft haue his weapon longer then the
man of {mal ftature, or else he hath wrong in his defence;
& the man of {mal ftature muft beware that he feed not
himfelf with this vaine coceipt, that he wil haue his wea-
pon long, to reach as farre as the tall man, for therin he
{hal haue great difaduantage, both in making of a ftrong
crofle, and alfo in vncrofling againe, and in keeping his
point from croffing, and when a croffe is made vpon
him, to defend himfelf, or indanger his enemie, or to re-
deeme his loft times. Againe Rapiers longer, then is
conuenient to accord with the true ftatures of men, are
alwaies too long or too heauie to keepe their bodies in
due time from the croffe of the light thort fword of per-
feCt length, the which being made by the skilfull out of
any of the foure true times, vpon any of the foure chiefe

Acti~
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Actions, by reafon of the vncertaintie & great fwiftnefle
in any of thefe times, they are in great danger of a blow,
or of a thruft in the hand, arme, head, body, or face, & in
euerie true crofle in the vncrofling, in great danger of a
blow vpon the head, or a full thruft in the bodie or face:
and being taken in that time & place, the firft mouer in
vncrofling {peedeth the Rapier man of imperfeét legth,
whether it be too long, too fhort or too heauie, and go-
eth free himfelfe by the direCtion of his gouernours.

The fourth marke is, the croffes of their Rapiers for
true defence of their hands are imperfe(t, for the true
cariage of the guardant fight, without the which all
fights are imperfect,

Of fixe chiefe caufes, that many valant men thinking
themfelues by their praltifes to be skilfull in their
weapons, are yet mante times in thewr fight fore
hurt, and manie times flaine by men of
Jmall skill, or none at all.

e =aHe firft and chiefeft caufe is, the lacke of the 3

foure Gouernours, without the which it is
gimpoflible to fight fafe, although a man
3thould praétife moft painfully and moft di-
ligently all the daies of his life.

The fecond caufeis, the lacke of knowledgein thedue
obferuance of the foure Ations, the which we cal bent,
{pent, lying fpent, and drawing backe: thefe Actions e-
uerie man fightethvpon, whether they be skilfull or vn-
skilfull, he that obferueth them is fafe, he that obfer-
ueth the not, is in cotinuall danger of euerie thruft that
{halbe {trongly made againft him. .

3



 fight perfelt
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The third caufe is, they are vnpractifed in the foure
true times, neither do they know the true times fro the
falfe: therefore the true choife of their times are moft
commonly taken by chance, and feldome otherwife.

The fourth caufe is, they are vnacquainted out of
what fight, or in what maner they are to anfwer the va-
riable fight: and therefore becaufe the variable fight is
the moft eafieft fight of all other, moft comonly do an-
{fwer the variable fight with the variable fight, which
ought neuer to be but in the firft diftance, or with the
{hort Sword againft the long, becaufe if both or one of
them fhall happen to prefe, and that in due time of nei-
ther fidefight be changed, the diftance, by reason of nar-
rownefle of {pace, is broken, the place is won and loft of
both fides, then he that thrufteth firft, {peedeth: if both
happento thruft together, they are both in dager. Thefe
things {ometimes by true times, by change of fights, by

chance are auoided.

The fift caufe is, their weapons are moft commonly
too long to vncrofle without going backe with the feet.
The fixt caufe is, their weapons are moft commonly
too heauie both to defend and offend in due time, & by
thefe two laft caufes many valiat me haue loft their liues.

What is the caufe that wife men in learning or practifing
their weapons, are deceiued with
Itelian Fencers.

Here are foure caufes: the firft, their schoolmaifters
are imperfect: the fecond is, that whatfoeuer they
teach, is both true & falfe; true in their demoftrations,
accordingwiththeir force& time in gétleplay, & in their

aCtions
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attions according with true force & time in rough play
or fight, falfe: forexaple, there is as much difference be-
twixt thefe two kind of fights, as thereis betwixtthe true
piureof Sir Beuis of Southampton,& Sir Beusshimfelf, if
he were liuing. The third, none ca iudge of the Craftbut
the Crafts-man; the vnskilfull, be he neuer fo wife, can
not truly iudgeof his teacher, or skill, the which helear-
neth, being vnskilful himfelfe. Laftly, & to confirme for
truth all that fhal be amiffe, not only in this excellet Sci-
ence of Defence, but in all other excellent fecrets, moft

commonly the lye beareth as good a thew of truth, as
truth it felfe.

Of the falfe refolutions and vaine opinions of Rapier-men,
and of the danger of death thereby enfuing.

A T s 2 great queftion, & efpecially amogft 4
% L y the Rapier-men, who hath the vantage of

-2 the thrufter, or of the warder. Some hold
) \Rg §{trongly, that the warder hath the vantage:
7 others fay, it is moft certain that the thru-
fter hath the vantage. Nowwhen two do happe to fight,
being both of one mind, that the thrufter hath the van-
tage, they make all fhift theycan, who fhall giue the firft
thruft: as for example, two Captaines at Southampton e-
uen as they were going to take thippingvpon thekey, fel
at {trife, drew their Rapiers, and prefently, being defpe-
rate, hardie or refolute, as they call it, with all force and
ouer great {peed, ran with their rapiers one at the o-
ther, & were both {laine. Nowwhen two of the contrary
opinion fhall meetand fight, you thall fee verie peacea-
blewarresbetweene them: for theyverilythinke that he
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that firft thrufteth is in great danger of his life, there-
fore with all fpeede do put themf{elues in ward, or Sto-
cata, the fureft gard of all other, as Vincentw faith, and
therevpon they {tand fure, faying the one to the other,
thruft and thou dare; and faith the other, thruft and
thou dare, or ftrike or thruft and thou dare, faith the o-
ther: then faith the other, ftrike or thruft and thou dare
for thy life. Thefe two cunning gentlemen ftanding
long time together, vpon this worthie ward, they both
depart in peace, according to the old prouerbe: It is
good f{leeping in a whole skinne. Againe if two fhall
fight, the one of opinion, that he that thrufteth hath the
vantage, and the other of opinion, that the warder hath
the vantage, then most commonly the thrufter being
valiant, with all {peed thrufteth home, and by reafon
of the time and fwift motion of his hand, they are moft
commonly with the points of their rapiers, or daggers,
or both, one or both of them hurt or flaine ; becaufe
their {paces of defence in that kind of fight, are too wide
in due time to defend, and the place being wonne, the
eye of the Patient by the {wift motion of the Agents
hand, is deceiued. Another refolution they ftand fure
vpon for their liues, to kill their enemies, in the which
they are moft commonly flaine themfelues ; that is this:
When they find the point of their enemies rapier out
of the right line, they fay, they may boldly make homea
thruftwith a Pa/fata, the which theyobferue,and do ac-
cordingly: but the other hauing a fhorter time with his
hand, as nature manie times teacheth him, fodainly tur-
neth his wrift, whereby he meeteth the other in his paf-

fage iuft with the point of his rapier in the face or body.
And this falfe refolution hath coft manie a life.

That
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That the caufe that manie are fo often flaine, and manie
Jore hurt in fight with long Rapiers is not by reafon of
their dangerous thrufls, nor fﬂﬂﬂfﬂgﬁf of that
Italienated fight , but in the length and
vnweildine[fe thereof.

| T is moft certaine, that men may with 5
s5) {hort fwords both ftrike, thruft, falfe and
AN double , by reafon of their diftance and
JI72¢ nimblenefle thereof , more dangerouily
e ©A| then they can with long Rapiers: and yet
when two fight with fthort fwordes, hauing true fight,
there is no hurt done:neither is it pofiible in anie reafon,
that anie hurt thould be done betwixt them of either
fide , and this is well knowne to all fuch as haue the per-
feCtion of true fight . By this it plainely appeareth, that
the caufe of the great flaughter, and fundrie hurts done
by long Rapiers, confifteth not in long Reach , dange-
rous thruftes, nor cunningnefie of the Italian fight, but
in the inconuenient length, and vnweildinefle of their
long Rapiers: whereby it commonly falleth out, that in
all their Actions appertaining to their defence, they are
vnable, in due time to performe,and continually in dan-
ger of euerie crofie, that thall happen to be made with
their rapier blades, which being done, within the halfe
rapier;(vnlefle both be of one mind with all {peed to de-
part, which feldome or neuer happneth betweene men
of valiant difpofition ,)it is impoffible to vncroffe, or get
out, or to auoid the ftabbes of the Daggers. And this
hath falne out manie times amongft valiant men at

thofe weapons.

C
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Of running and ftanding faft in Rapier fight, the runner
hath the vantage.

¥ F two valiant men do fight being both cun-
»¥ ning in running, & that they both vfe the fame
R e at one inftant, their courfe is doubled, the
place is wonne of both fides, and one or both of them
will commonly be flaine or {ore hurt: and if one of them
thall runne, and the other ftand faft vpon the Imbrocata
or Stocata, or howl{oeuer, the place wilbe at one inftant
wonne of one fide, and gained of the other, and one or
- both of them wilbe hurt or flaine: if both fhall prefe

hard vpon the guard, he that firft thrufteth home in true
place, hurteth the other: & if both thruft together, they
are both hurt: yet fome vantage the runner hath, be-
caufe he 1§ an vncertaine marke, and in his motion: the
other isa certaine marke, and in a2 dead motion: and by
reafon thereof manie times the vnskilfull man taketh

vantage he knoweth not how, againft him that lyeth
watching vpon his ward or Stocaza guard.

Of firiking and thrufting both together.

a3 1t is ftrongly holden of manie, that if in
Rqimend fight they find their enemy to haue more
AR skiil_then themfelues, the prefently will
VA s 3 continually ftrike, & thruf{ iuft with him,
e N whereby they will make their fight as
good as his, and thereby haue as good aduantage as the
other with all his skill: but if their fwordes be longer
then the other, then their aduantage is great; for it is

certaine
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certaine (fay they) that an inch will kill a man: but if
their fwordes be much longer then the other, then their
aduantage is {o great, that they wilbe fure by thrufting
and ftriking iuft with the other, that they will alwaies
hurt him that hath the thort fword, and go cleare them-
felues, becaufe they will reach him, when he thall not
reach them. Thefe men {peake like fuch as talke of Ro-
bin Hoode, that neuer thot in his bow; for to ftrike or
thruft iuft together with a man of skill, lyeth not in the
will of the ignorant, becaufe the skilfull man alwaies
fighteth vpon the true times, by thewhich the vnskilfull
is ftill difappointed of both place and time, and there-
fore driuen of neceflitie ftill to watch the other, when &
what he will doe; that is, whether he will ftrike, thruft,
or falfe: if the vnskilfull ftrike or thruft in the time of fal-
fing, therein he neither ftriketh nor thrufteth iuft
with the other: he may faie, he hath ftroke or thruft be-
fore him, but not iuft with him, nor to anie good pur-
pofe; for in the time of falfing, if he ftrike or thruft, he
{triketh or thrufteth too fthort: for in that time he hath
neither time nor place to ftrike home, and as it is faid,
the vnskilfull man, that will take vpon him to ftrike or
thruft iuft with the skilfull, muft firft behold what the
man of skil will doe, and when he will doe it, and ther-
fore of neceflitie is driuen to {uffer the skilfull man to be
the firft mouer, and entred into his Action, whether it
be blow or thruft, the truth therof in reafon cannot be
denied. Now iudge whether it be pofiible for an vnskil-
full man to ftrike or thruft iuft together with a man of
skill; but the skilfull man can moft certainly ftrike and
thruft iuft together with the vnskilfull, becaufe the vn-
skilfull fighteth vpon falfe times, which being too long

C 2
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to anfwere the true times, the skilfull fighting vpon the
true times, although the vnskilfull be the firft mouer,
& entred into his Aftion, whether it be blow or thruft;
yet the fhortnefle of the true times maketh at the plea-
{ure of the skilfull a iuft meeting together: in perfeét
fight two neuer ftrike or thruft together, becaufe they
neuer {uffer place nor time to performe it.

Two vnskilfull men manie times by chance ftrike
and thrufte together, chance vnto them, becaufe they
know not what they doe, or how it commeth to paffe:
but the reafons or caufes be thefe. Sometimes two falfe
times meet & make a 1uft time together, & fometimes a
true time and a falfe time meeteth and maketh a iuft
time together, and fometimes two true times meet and
make a 1uit time together. And all this hapneth becaufe
the true time and place is vnknowne vnto them.

George Stluer his refolution vpon that hidden or doubt-
Jull queftion , who hath the aduantage of the
Offender or Defender .

D z25 he aduantage is ftrongly holden of many
A R be in the offender, yea in fomuch, that

LN IS LY if two minding to offend in their fight, it
.|is thought to be in him that firft ftriketh

or thrufteth. Others ftrongly hold opini-
ardr abfolutely hath ftill the aduantage, but
thefe opinions as they are contrary the one to the other:
{o are they contrarie to true fight, as may well be feene
by thefe thort examples. If the aduantage be in the war-
der, then it is not good anie time to firike or thruft: if
the aduantage be in the ftriker or thrufter, then were it

a frivolous
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a friuolous thing to learne to ward, or at anie time to
feeke to ward, fince in warding lieth difaduantage.
Now may it plainly by thefe examples appeare, that if
there be anie perfeCtion in fight, that both fides are
deceiued in their opinions, becaufe if the ftriker or
thrufter haue the aduantage, then is the warder {till in
danger of wounds or death. And againe, if the warder
hath the aduantage, then is the ftriker or thrufter in as
great daunger to defend himfelfe againft the warder,
becaufe the warder from his wards, taketh aduantage
of the ftriker or thrufter vpon euerie blow or thruft,
that fhall be made againft him. Then thus I conclude,
that if there be perfeCtion in the Science of De-
fence, they are all in their opinons deceiued; and that
the truth may appeare for the fatisfaCtion of all men,
this is my refolution: there is no aduantage abfolute-
ly, nor difaduantage in ftriker, thrufter, or warder: and
there is a great aduantage in the ftriker thrufter & war-
der: but in this maner, in the perfetion of fight the ad-
uantage confifteth in fight betweene partie and partie:
that is, whofoeuer winneth or gaineth the place in true
pace, {pace and time, hath the aduantage, whether
he be ftriker, thrufter or warder. And that is my re-
{olution.

Of Spanish fight vvith the Rapier.

xHe Spaniard is now thought to be a better g

2

man with his Rapier then is the Italian,

3 ﬁt Frenchman, high Almaine, or anie other
* countrie man whatfoeuer, becaufe they in

their Rapier-fight ftand vpon {fo manie intricate trickes,

C3
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that in all the courfe of a mans life it fhall be hard to
learne them, and if they miffe in doing the leaft of them
in their fight, they are in danger of death. But the Spa-
niard in his fight, both fafely to defend himifelfe , and to
endanger his enemie, hath but one onely lying, and two
wards to learne, wherein a2 man with {mall pra&ife in a
verie fthort time may become perfect.

This is the maner of Spanith fight, they ftand as
braue as they can with their bodies ftraight vpright,
narrow {paced, with their feet continually mouing, as if
they were in a dance, holding forth their armes and Ra-
piers verie ftraight again{t the face or bodies of their e-
nemies: & this is the only lying to accomplith that kind
of fight. And this note, that as long as any man fhall
Lie in that maner with his arme, and point of his Rapier
ftraight, it thall be impofiible for his aduerfarie to hurt
him, becaufe in that ftraight holding forth of his arme,
which way foeuer a blow thall-be made againft him, by
reafon that his Rapier hilt lyeth {o farre before him, he
hath but averie litle way to moue, to make his ward per-
tect, in this maner. If a blow be made at the right fide
of the head, a verie litle mouing of the hand with the
knuckles vpward defendeth that fide of the head or bo-
die, and the point being ftill out ftraight, greatly endan-
gereth the ftriker: and fo likewife, if a blow be made at
the left fide of the head, a verie fiall turning of the
wrift with the knuckles downward, defendeth that fide of
the head and bodie, and the point of the Rapier much
indangereth the hand, arme, face or bodie of the ftriker:
and if anie thruft be made, the wards, by reafon of the
indirections in mouing the feet in maner of dauncin ,
as aforefaid, maketh a perfect ward, and i1l withall the

point
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point greatly endangereth the other. And thus is .the
Spanifh fight perfect: fo long as you can keepe that or-
der, and foone learned, and therefore.to be accounted
the beft fight with the Rapier.of all other. But note how
this Spanith fight is perfect, and you fhall fee no
longer then you can keepe your point ftraight againft
yu&lr aduerfarie: as for example, I haue heard the'like
ieft. -

There was a cunning Do&tor at his firft going to fea,
being doubtfull that he fthould be fea-ficke, an old wo-
man perceiuing the fame, faid vnto him: Sir, I pray, be
- of good comfort, I will teach you a tricke to auoid that
doubt; here is a fine pibble ftone, if you pleafe to accept
1t, take 1t with you, and when you be on thip-bord, put
it in your mouth, and as long as you fhall keepe the
fame in your mouth, vpon my credit you fhall neuer vo-
mit: the Doctor beleeued her, and tooke it thankfully at
her hands, and when he was at {ea, he began to be ficke,
whereupon he prefently put the ftone in.his mouth,
& there kept it fo long as he poffibly could, but through
~ his extreme ficknefle the ftone with vomit was caft out
of his mouth: then prefently he remebred how the wo-
man had mocked him, and yet her words were true.

Euen fo a Spaniard hauing his Rapier point put by,
may receiue a blow on the head, or a cut ouer the face,
hand, or arme, or a thruft in the body or face,and yet his
Spanifh fight perfet, {o long as he can keepe ftraight
the point of his Rapier againft the face or body of his
aduerfarie:which is as eafie in that maner of fight to be
done, as it was for the Doctor in the extremity of his
vomite to keepe the {tone in his mouth.

Yet one other pretie ieft more, {carce worth the rea-
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ding, in commendation of outlandith fight. There was
an Italian teacher of Defence in my time, who was {o
excellent in his fight, that he would haue hit anie En-
glith man with a thruft, 1uft vpon any button in his dou-
blet, and this was much {poken of.

Alfo there was another cunning man in catching of
wildgeefe, he would haue made no more ado, when he
had heard them crie, as the maner of wildgeefe is, flying
one after another in rowes, but prefently looking vp,
would tell them, if there had benea dofen, fixteene, twe-
tie, or more, he would haue taken euerie one. And this
tale was manie times told by men of good credit, and
much maruelled at by the hearers: & the man that wold
haue taken the wildgeefe, was of good credite himfelfe:
marie they f{aid, indeed he did neuer take anie, but at a-
nie time when he had looked vp, and feene them flie in
that maner, he would with all his heart haue taken the,
but he could no more tell how to do it, then could the
cunning ftalian Fencer tell how to hit an Englithman,

*in?tth a thruft iuft vpon any one of his buttons, when he
ifted.

Lilufions for the maintenance of imperfelt weapons & falfe
Jights , to feare or difcourage the vnskilfull in their
weapons, from taking a true courfe or v/e,
Jor attaining to the perfest know-

ledge of true fight.

¥ Irft, for the Rapier (faith the Ita/ian, or falfe
o 53 S te_gcher) I hold it to be a perfe&t good wea-
D) k=) po, becaufe the crofle hindreth not to hold

* %Y the handle in the hand, to thruft both far &
ftraight, & to vfe all maner of aduantages in the wards,

or
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or {fodainly to caft the fame at the aduerfarie, but with
the Sword you are driuen with all the ftrength of the
hand to hold faft the handle. And in the warres I would
with no friend of mine to weare Swords with hilts, be-
caufe when they are fodainly fet vpon, for hafte they fet
their hands vpon their hilts in fteed of their handles : in
which time it hapneth manie times before they can Thye counterfeit
draw their {fwords, they areflaine by their enemies. And ﬁ’ i’:’; ";::;gj
for Sword and Buckler fight it is imperfe@, becaufe the shar fnsw nor the
buckler blindeth the fight, neither would I haue anie #r«¢ fight fri tte
man lie aloft with his hand aboue his head, to ftrike /2% ot of the

ight way.
found blowes. Strong blowes are naught, efpecially be- Rt
ing fet aboue the head, becaufe therein all the face and Andif their wea
bodie is difcouered. Yet I confefle, in old times , when pons were fpore,
blowes were only vied with fhort Swords & Bucklers,& o i times paft
back Sword, thefe kind of fights were good & moft ma- i&g AR
ly,but now in thefe daies fight is altered. Rapiers are 10~ #4ru fafe at bo-

ger for aduatage the {words were wot to be: whe blowes 9 o7/ac, becaufe
in gardant fight

were vied, men were {0 fimple in their fight, that they they fall oxer, or
thought him to be a coward, that wold make a thruft or ender #he perfe2

ftrike a blow beneath the girdle. Againe, if their weapos gﬁgﬁﬁiﬁ

were fhort, as in times paft they were, yet fight is better neats rée wape,

looked into in thefe dayes, than then it was. Who is it in o @ ¢ Zggesis
great difaduan-

thefe daies feeth not that the blow copafleth round like 0, secaufe 12

a wheele, whereby it hath a longer way to go, but the rﬂﬂf :gf the blow
thruft paffeth in a ftraight line, and therefore cﬂmmeth};,é.ﬁ;‘;;fgg

a nearer way, and done in a fhorter time the is the blow, 4ead, face, & 4o-

and is more deadly then is the blow? Therefore there is & # difcouered:
' . and that was the

no wife man that will ftrike, vnlefle he be wearie ., i od time,
of his life. It is certaine, that the point for aduantage thar they did not

. . . : 1 thruff nor firike
euerie way in fight is to be vfed, the blow 1s vtterly "%/~ 4",
naught, and not to be vied. He that fighteth vpon the for facke of skill,
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as in thefe daies hlow elpecially with a fhort {word, wilbe fore hurt or
we imagine., A-

gaine, if a wan {laine. The deuill can fay no more for the maintenance
in thfe daies  Of errors.

ﬁefrfa’ haue fought

Eﬁj ﬁfmﬂgg That a blow commeth continually as neare a way as a thruft,
prefently haue and moft commonly nearer, fironger,

gj;;z z;f??ﬂﬂffia more fWiﬁfr, ﬂﬂtffiﬁﬂﬂﬂ'

done.

I1 { T:‘*‘,“” He blow, by reafo that it compafleth round

L o2 like a wheele, whereby it hath a longer way
) 0o to come, as the Italian Fenfer faith, & that
— © the thruft paffing in a ftraight line, commeth
a nearer way, and therefore is fooner done then a blow,
s not true: these be the proofes. |

Let two lie in their perfect ftrengths and readinefle
wherein the blades of their Rapiers by the motion of the
body, may not be crofled of either fide, the one to ftrike,
and the other to thruft. Then meafure the diftance or
courfe wherein the hand and hilt paffeth to finith the
blow of the one, and the thruft of the other, and you
fhall find them both by meafure, in diftance all one.
And let anie man of iudgement being feene in the ex-
ercife of weapons, not being more addi@ed vnto nouel-
ties of fight, then vnto truth it felfe, put in meafure, and
practife thefe three fights, variable, open, and guar-
dant, and he fhall fee, that whenfoeuer anie man lyethat
the thruft vpon the variable fight, (where of necefitie
moft commonly he lyeth, or otherwife not pofliblie to
keepe his Rapier from croffing at the blow & thruft, vp-

on the open or gardant fight, ) that the blowes & thruftes
from thefe two fightes, come a nearer way, and a more

A confutation
of their errours.

{tronger
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ftronger and fwifter courfe then doth the thruft, outof
the variable fight. And thus for a generall rule , where-.
foeuer the Thrufter lyeth, or out of what fight foeuer
he fighteth, with his Rapier, or Rapier and Dagger,the
blow in his courfe commeth as neare, and nearer, and
more {wift and ftronger then doth the thruft.

Perfeét fight flandeth vpon both blow and thruft | there-
fore the thruft 1s not onely to be vfed.

=S\ Hat there is no fight perfect without both 12
b4 2 blow and thruft: neither is there anie cer-
5 taine rule to be fet downe for the vfe of the

¥ point onely, thefe be the reafons : In fight g’;ﬂf‘ ﬁ‘: j,if‘_ff y
there are manie motions, with the hand, bodie, and )
feet, and in euerie motion the place of the hand is alte-

red, & becaufe by the motions of the hand, the altering

of the places of the hand, the changes of lyings, wards,

and breaking of thruftes, the hand will fometimes be in
place to ftrike, fome times to thruft, fometimes after a
blow to thruft, and fometimes after a thruft to ftrike, &
fometimes in place where you may ftrike, and cannot
thruft without lofle of time, and fometimes in place
where you may thruft, and cannot {trike without loffe of
time, and fometimes in place where you can neither
{trike nor thruft, vnlefle you fight vpon both blow and
thruft, nor able to defend your felfe by ward or going
backe , becaufe your {pace wilbe too wide, and your di-
ftance loft . And fometimes when you haue made a
thruft, a ward or breaking is taken in fuch fort with the
Dagger or blade of the Sword, that you cd neither thruft
againe, nor defend your felfe vnlefle you doftrike, which

D2
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you may foundly doe, and go free, and fometimes when
you ftrike, 2 ward wilbetaken in fuch fort, that you can-
not {trike againe, nor defend your felfe , vnlefle you
thruft, which you may fafely doe and goe free . So to
conclude, there is no perfection in the true hight, with-
out both blow and thruft, nor certaine rule to be fet
downe for the point onely.

That the blow is more dangerous and deadly in Jight \then a
thruft , for proofe thereof to be made according with Art,
an Englishman holdeth argument againft an Italian.

Italian.

D reql Hich 1s more d&ngemus or dﬂﬂdl}’ In
WA fight of a blow or a thraft?
Englishman.
This queftion is not propounded ac-
23 j cording to art, becaufe there is no fight
ut both blow and thruft,

Italian.

Let it be {o, yet opinions are otherwife holden , that
the thruft is onely to be vfed, becaufe it commeth a nea-
rer way, and is more dangerous and deadly, for thefe
reafons: firft the blow compaffeth round like a wheele,
but the thruft paffeth in aftraight line, therfore the blow
by reafon of the compafle, hath a longer way to go then
the thruft, & is therefore longer in doing, but the thruft
pafleth in a ftraight line, therfore hath fhorter way to go
the hath the blow, & is therfore done in afhorter time, &
i1s therfore much better then the blow, & more dange-
rous and deadly, becaufe if a thruft do hit the face or bo-
die, it indangereth life, and moft commonly death en-
fueth: but if the blow hit the bodie, it is not fo dagerous,

Englishman.
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Englishman.

Let your opinios be what they wil, but that the thruft
cometh a nearer way, & is fooner done then the blow, is
not true: & for proofe thereof reade the twelfth Paradox.
And now will I {et downe probable reafons, that the T 4w more
blow is better then the thruE, and more dangerous and ﬁf"ﬁ’;" ous then
deadly. Firft, the blow commeth as neare a way, & moft rhe thrufl.
comonly nearer then doth the thruft, & is therfore done
in a fhorter time then is the thruft: therfore in refpe of
time, wherupon ftadeth the perfe@ion of fight, the blow
is much better then the thruft. Againe, the force of the
thruft paffeth ftraight, therefore any crofle being indi-
retly made, the force of a child may put it by: but the
force of a blow pafleth indireétly, therefore must be di-
reCtly warded in the counterchecke of his force: which
canot be done but by the couenient ftrength of aman, &
with true crofie in true time, or elfe will not fafely defed
him: and is therfore much better, & more dagerous the
the thruft, and againe, the thruft being made through
the hand, armie, or leg, or in many places of the body and
face, are not deadly, neither are they maimes, or loffe of
Iimmes or life, neither is he much hindred for the time
in his fight, as long as the bloud is hot:for example.

I haue knowne a Getlema hurt in Rapier fight, in nine
or ten places through the bodie, armes, and legges, and
yet hath continued in his fight , & afterward hath flaine
the other, and come home and hath bene cured of all his ¢y, 31,0 rutsess
wouds without maime, & is yet liuing.But the blow be- of 4 hand, the
ing {tr8gly made, taketh fomtimes cleane away the hand E_’;;:fj jf; and
from the arme , hath manie times bene feene. Againe, ed,
a full blow vpon the head or face with a thort fharpe
Sword, is moft commonly death. A full blow vpon the
D 3



He that giuneth
the firft wound
with a ffrong
blow, commaun-
deth the life of
the other,
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necke, thoulder, arme, or legge, indangereth life, cut-
teth off the veines, mufcles, and finewes, perifheth the
bones : thefe wounds made by the blow, in refpet of
perfect healing, are the loffe of limmes, or maimes in-
curable for euer.

And yet more for the blow:a ful blow vpon the head,
face, arme, leg, or legs, is death, or the partie so woun-
ded in the mercie of him that thall fo wound him. For
what man fhall be able long in fight to ftand vp , either
to reuenge, or defend himfelfe, hauing the veines, mu-
{cles, and finewes of his hand, arme, or leg cleane cut a-
{under? or being difmembred by fuch wound vpon the
face or head, but fhall be enforced therby, and through
the lofle of bloud, the other a litle dallying with him, to
yeeld himfelf, or leaue his life in his mercie?

And for plainer deciding this cotrouerfie betweene
the blow and the thruft, confider this thort note. The
blow commeth manie wayes, the thruft doth not fo. The
blow commeth a nearer way then a thruft moft com-
monly, and is therefore fooner done. The blow requi-
reth the ftrength of a man to be warded ; but the thruft
may be put by, by the force of a child. A blow vpon the
hand, arme, or legge is a maime incurable; but a thruft
in the hand , arme, or legge is to be recouered. The
blow hath manie parts to wound, and in euerie of

them commaundeth the life ; but the thruft hath but a

few, as the bodie or face, and not in euerie part of
them neither.

of
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Of the difference betwixt the true fight & the falfe: wher-
in confifteth (the Principles being had with the di-
reftion of the foure Gouernors) the whole
perfeétion of fight with all ma-

ner of weapons.

=2z He true fights be thefe: whatfoeuer is 14

22 before the hand, is falfe, becaufe the hand
is fwifter then the foot, the foot or feet being a flower
mouer then the hand: the hand in that maner of fight is
tied to the time of the foot or feet, and being tied there-
to, hath loft his freedome, and is made thereby as flow

in his motions as the foot or feet: and therfor that fight
1s falfe.

Of eutll orders or cuflomes in our English Féce-[chooles , &5
of the old or ancient teaching of weapons, & things very
neceffarie to be continued for the auoiding of er-
rors, and reutuing and continuance of our
ancient vveapons, and moff vicfo-

rious fight againe.

—=2% Here 1s in my opimd in our Fence-{chooles 1
an euill csrde:? m}') cuftome in thefe dayes v- ’
ahied, the which, if it might ftand with the

good liking of our Maifters of Defence, I
' “thinke it neceflarie to be left: for as long as
it is vied, it {fhall be hard to make a good Scholler.,
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That is this, at the fingle Sword, Sword and Dagger, &
Sword and Buckler, they forbid the thruft, & at the fin-
gle Rapier,and Rapier & Dagger, they forbid the blow.
Either they are both together beft, or the thruft altoge-
ther beft, or the blow altogether bett. If the thruft be
beft, why do we not vie it at the fingle Sword, Sword &
Dagger,& Sword and Buckler. Ifthe blow be beft, why
do we not vie it at the fingle Rapier,Rapier & Poinyard?
But knowing by the Art of Armes, that no fight is per-
fect without both blow and thruft, why do we not vie
and teach both blow and thruft? But howfoeuer this we
dayly fee, that whe two meet infight, whether they haue
skill or none, vnleffe fuch as haue tied theéfelues to that
boyith, {zalian, weake, imperfect fight, they both ftrike
and thruft, and how thall he then do, that being much
taught in fchoole, neuer learned to ftrike, nor how to
defend a firong blow? & how fhall he the do, that being
brought vp in Féce-fchoole, that neuer learned to thruft
with the fingle Sword, Sword and Dagger, and Sword
and Buckler, nor how at thefe weapos to breake a thruft?
Surely, I thinke a downe right fellow, that neuer came
in {choole, vfing {uch skill as nature yeeldeth out of his
courage, {trength, and agilitie, with good downe right
blowes and thrufts among, as thall beft frame in his
hands, fhold put one of thefe imperfect fchollers great-
ly to his fhifts. Befides, there are now in thefe dayes no
gripes, clofes, wreftlings, firiking with the hilts, dag-
gers, or bucklers, vfed in Fence-fchooles. Our plough-
men by nature wil do all thefe things with great ftregth
& agility: but the Schooleman is altogether vnacquain-
ted with thefe things. He being faft tyed to fuch {chool-
play as he hath learned , hath loft thereby the benefite

of
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of nature, and the plowman is now by nature without
art a farre better man then he. Therefore in my opinion,
as long as we barre anie maner of play in ichoole, we
fhall hardly make a good {choller: there is no maner of
teaching comparable to the old ancient teaching, that
is, firft their quarters, then their wardes, blowes, thrufts,
and breaking of thruftes, then their Clofes and Gripes,
ftriking with the hilts, Daggers, Bucklers, Wraftlings,
{triking with the foote or knee in the Coddes, and all
thefe are fafely defended in learning perfetly of the
Gripes. And this is the ancient teaching, the perfetteft T the warres o
& moft beft teaching; and without this teaching, there m‘;if;”wﬁm.
fhall neuer {choller be made able , doe his vttermoft , ras, Imbrocatas,
nor fight fafe. Againe their fwordes in fchooles are too }f;; norar
long by almoft halfe a foote to vncroffe, without going”
backe with the feete , within diftance or perfeétly to
ftrike or thruft within the halfe or quarter fword. And
in {eruing of the Prince, when men do meet together in
publique fight , are vtterly naught and vnferuiceable.
The beft lengthes for perfect teaching of the true fight Long weapons
to be vied and continued in Fence {chooles , to accord “2</*%
with the true ftatures of all men, are thefe. The blade to
be a yard and an inch for meane ftatures, and for men
of tall ftatures, a yard and three or foure inches, and no
more . And I would haue the Rapier continued in
{chooles, alwaies readie for fuch as thall thinke them-
felues cunning, or fhall haue delight to play with that
imperfect weapon.Prouided alwaies, that the Schoole-
maifter or Vther play with him with his thort Sword,
plying him with all maner of fight according to the
true art: this being continued the truth fhall flourifh,
the lye fhalbe beaten downe , and all nations not ha-

E
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uing the true fcience, thall come with all gladnefle to
the valiant and moft braue Englith maisters of Defence
to learne the true fight for their defence.

The grounds or Principles of true fi ght with all

maner :gf weapons.

\ Irft ITudgement, Lyings, Diftance, Dire&ti-
on, Pafe, Space, Place, Time, Indire&ti-
on, Motion, Action, generall and conti-
nuall Motion, Progreffion, Regrefiion,
Trauerfing, and Treading of groundes,
Blowes, ‘Thruftes, Faulfes, Doubles, Slipes, Wardes,
breakings of Thrufts, Clofings, Gripes, & Wraftlings,

Guardant fight, Open fight, Variable fight, and Clofe
fight, and foure Gouernours.

The wardes of all maner of weapons.

G2 L fingle weapons haue foure wardes, and
79\ 21l double weapons haue eight wardes.
LS The fingle fword hath two with the point

%%/ VP, and two with the point downe. The

» Staffe and all maner DfP weapons to be v-
{fed with both handes haue the like.
The Sword and Buckler, and Sword and Dagger are
double weapons, and haue eight wardes, two with the
point vp,and two with the point downe , and two for
the legges with the point downe, the point to be caried
for both fides of the legges, with the knuckles downe-
ward, and two wardes with the Dagger or Buckler for
the head. The Forreft bill is a doub]e weapon by reafon

of
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of the head, and therefore hath eight wardes, foure with
the Staffe, foure with the head, foure of them to be vied
as with the ftaffe, and the other foure with the head, the
one vp, the other downe, and the other fidewaies.

The names and numbers of times appertaining vnto fight
bothtrue and falfe.

pase=z] Here are eight times , whereof foure are ;8
& "@} true , and foure are falfe: the true times
D2aE be thefe.
Y [{(E.)F The time of the hand,
4 A The time of the hand and bodie.
The time of the hand,bodie and foote.
The time of the hand, bodie and feecte,
The falfe times be theye,
The time of the foote.
The time of the foote and bodie,
The time of the foote, bodie and hand.
The time of the feete, bodie and hand. .

Thus haue I thought good to feparate and make
knowne the true times from the falfe , with the true
wardes thereto belonging, that thereby the rather in
prattifing of weapons, a true courfe may be taken for
the auoiding of errours and euill cuftomes, and fpeedie
attaining of good habit or perfect being in the true vie
and knowledge of all maner of weapons.

__Jé'_-n.

Of the length of weapons, and how euerie man may ft him-
Jelfe inthe perfelt length of his weapon, accor-
ding to his owne flature , with briefe rea-
Jons wherefore they ought to be fo.
E2
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If the fword be
longer, you can
bardly vncroffe
without going
backe with your
feet. If fborter,
thé you can bard-
ly make a true
eroffe without
prrting in of your
feet,the zobich
times are too long
to anfwer the
time of the hand.

The like reafons
for the fbort
Raffe, balf Pike,
Forreft bill, Par-
tifan,or Gleue, or
luch like weapons

of perfedl length.

George Stluer his

2N O know the perfect length of your Sword,
7 7..; you fhall ftand with your fword and dagger
f jo drawn, as you fee this picture, keeping out
FEEF2W {traight your dagger arme, drawinge backe
your fword as far as conueniently you can, not opening
the'elbowioynt of your {word arme:and looke what you
can draw within your dagger, that is the 1uft length of
your fword,to be made according to your owne ftature.
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The perfect length of your two hand {word is, the
blade to be the length of the blade of your fingle fword.
To know the perfet length of your fhort ftaffe, or
half Pike, Forreft bil, Partifan, or Gleue,orfuch like wea-
pons of vantage and perfect lengths, you thall ftand vp-
right,holding the ftaffevpright clofe by your body,with
your left had, reaching with your right hand your ftaffe
as high as you can, and then allow to that length a {pace
to fet both your hands, when you come to fight, where-
in you may conueniently ftrike, thruft, and ward, & that
is the iuft length to be made according to your ftature.
And this note,that thefe lengths will commonly fall out
to be eight or nine foot long, and will fit, although not
iuft, the ftatures of all men, without any hindrance at all
vnto them in their fight, becaufe in any weapon wherin
the hands may be remoued, and at libertie, to make the
weapon loger or thorter in fight at his pleafure,a foot of
the ftaffe behind the backmoft hand doth no harme.
And wherfore thefe weapons ought to be of the lengths
aforefaid, and no thorter , thefe are the reafons: If they
fthould be fhorter, then the long ftaffe, Morris Pike, and
fuch like weapons ouer and aboue the perfe&t length,
fhould haue great vantage againft them, becaufe he may
come boldly and fafe without anie gard or ward, to the
place where he maythruft home,and at euery thruft put
him in danger of his life:but if thefe weapons be of their
perfect lengths , then can the long ftaffe, the Morris
Pike, or anie other longer weapon ly nowhere in true
{pace, but {hall be ftill within compafle of the croffe, to
crofle and vncrofle, wherby he may fafely pafle home to
the place,where he may ftrike or thrufthimthathaththe
long weapon,in the head,face,or body at his pleafure.

E 3
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Of the lengths of the Battel axe, Halbard, or blacke Bill,
or fuch ltke vveapons of weight, appertaining
onto gard or battell.

g2 N anie of thefe weapons there needeth
S no iuft length, but commonly they are, or

B ought to be fiue or fixe foot long, & may
¥ not well be vfed much longer, becaufe of
their weights: and being weapons for the
warres or battell, when men are ioyned clofe together,
may thruft,& ftrike found blowes, with great force both
ftrong and quicke: and finally for the iuft lengths of all
other thorter or longer weapons to be gouerned with
both hands, there is none: neither is there anie certaine
lengthes in anie maner of weapons to be vied with one
hand, ouer or vnder the iuft length of the fingle fword.

Thus endeth the length of weapons.

Of the vantages of weapons in their kinds, places, & times,
botb in priuate and publike fight.

s=aeeeng Irft T will begin with the worft weapon,

be iﬁa}}v an 1mperfe&t and infufficient weagﬂn,
N and not worth the fpeaking of ; but now

k 62 being highly efteemed, therefore not to

a2 ® be left vhremembred ; that is, the fin gle

Rapier, and Rapier and Poiniard.

The fingle Sword hath the vantage againft the fin-

gle Rapier.

The Sword and Dagger hath the vantage againft the

Rapier and Poiniard,
The
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The Sword & Target hath aduatage againft the Sword
and Dagger, or Rapier and Poiniard.

The Sword and Buckler hath aduantage againit the
Sword and Target, the Sword and Dagger, or Rapier
and Poiniard.

The two hand Sword, hath the vantage againft the
Sword and Target, the Sword and Buckler , the Sword
and Dagger, or Rapier and Poiniard.

The Battel-axe, the Halbard, the Blacke-bill, or fuch
like weapons of weight,appertaining vnto guard or bat-
tell,are all one in fight, and haue aduantage againft the
two hand Sword, the Sword and Buckler,the Sword and
Target,the Sword & dagger, or the Rapier & Poiniard.

The thort ftaffe or halfe Pike, Forreft-bill, Partifan,
or Gleue, or fuch like weapons of perfeét length, haue
the vantage againft the Battel-axe , the Halbard , the
Blacke-bill,the two hand fword,the Sword and Target,
and are too hard for two Swords and Daggers, or two
Rapiers and Poiniards with Gantlets , and for the long
{taffe and Morris Pike.

The long Staffe, Morris Pike,or Tauelin, or fuch like
weapons aboue the perfect length, haue aduantage a-
gainft all maner of weapons, the fhort ftaffe, Welch
hooke, Partifan,or Gleue, or fuch like weapons of van-
tage excepted: yet too weake for two Swords and Dag-
gers or two Swords and Bucklers, or two Rapiers and
Poiniards with Gantlets, becaufe they are too long to
thruft, ftrike, and turne fpeedily: and by reafon of the

large diftance, one of the Sword and Dagger-men will
get behind him.

The Welch hooke or Forreft bill,hath aduantage a-
gainft all maner of weapons whatfoeuer.
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Yet vnderitand, that in battels ;and where varietie of
weapons be, amongft multitudes ﬂf men and horfes,the
Sword and Tarfn.,t th& two hand Sword, the Battel-axe,
the Blacke-bi II and Halbard, are better weapons , and
more dangcmus in their mﬁln{,e and forces , then is the
Sword and Buckler, fhort ftaffe, long ﬁafﬁ:, or Forreft
bill. The Sword and Target leadeth vpon Shot, and in
troupes defendeth thrufts and blowes giuen by battel-
axe, Halbards, Blacke-bill, or two hand {words, far bet-
ter then can the Sword and Buckler.

The Morris Pike defendeth the battell from both
horfe and man, much better then can the fhort ftaffe,
long ftaffe, or Forreft bill. Againe, the Battel-axe, the
Halbard, the Blacke bill,the two hand fword,and Sword
& Target, amongit armed men and troopes, when men
are come together , by reafon of their weights, {hort-
nefle, and great forces , do much more offend the ene-

mie, & are then much bctttr weapons, then is the {hort
ftafte, the long Staffe, or Forreft bill.

Of the infufficiencie and difaduantages of the
| Rapiers-fight in Battell.

G '5: 5 Or thefingle Rapier,or Rapier & Poiniard,
% #",‘5} "’ they are imperfect & infufficient weapons:
-l :-,._._. Jp and efpecially in the feruice of the Prince,

Y, #‘_' when men thall ioyne together, what fer-

* =" uice can afouldier dowith a Rapier, a chil-
dxfh toy wherwith 2 man can do nothing but thruft,nor

that neither, by reafon of the length, and in euerie mo-
uing when blowes area dealing ,for lacke of a hilt is in
daunger to haue his hand or arme cut off, or his head

clouen?
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clouen . And for Wardes and Gripes, they haue none,
neither can anyof thefe fine Rapier men,for lacke of vfe,
tell howe to ftrike a found blow.

Of the vantages and fujficiencie of the short
Sword fight in battell.

¢ He fhort Sword, and Sword and Dagger, 23
¥ A are perfect good weapons , and efpecially
™\ in feruice of the Prince. What a braue wea-~

R 95R4Y pon is a thort fharpe light Sword, to carie,
to draw to be nimble withall, to ftrike, to cut, to thruﬂ
both ﬁmng and quicke. And whata gﬂﬂdly defence is a
ftrong fingle hilt, when men are cluftering and hurling
-together , efpecially where varietie of weapons be , in
their motions to defend the hand , head, face, and bo-
dies , from blowes, thatfhalbe giuen fometimes with
Swordes, fometimes with two handed Swordes, battell
Axe, Halbardes, or blacke Billes , and {ometimes men
fhalbe {o neare together , that they fhall haue no {pace,
fcarce to vie the blades of their Swordes belowe their
waftes,then their hilts (their handes being aloft) defen-
deth from the blowes, their handes, armes, heads, faces,
and bodies : then they lay on, hauing the vie of blowes
and Gripes , by force of their armes with their hilts,
ftrong blowes, at the head, face, armes , bodies, and
thoulders, and manie times in hurlmg tﬂgether fmpe
i1s giuen to turne downe their points,with violent thrufts
at their faces, and bodies, by reafon of the fhortnefie
of their blades to the m1ght1e annoyance , difcomfort,
and great deftruétion of their enimies. One valiant man
with a Sword in his hand , will doe better {eruice , then
ten Italians, or Italienated with the Rapiers,

F
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That all maner of double weapsns, or weapons to be v/ed
with both handes, haue aduantage againfp the fin-
gle Rapier or fingle Swword, there is no
queftion to be made.

That the Sword and Buckler hath the vantage a-
ganfl the Sword and Dagger.

| He Dagger is an imperfe@ ward , al-
. though borne out ftraight , to make the
.. §¥ Space narrow, whereby by a litle mouing
oV of the hand, may be fufficient to faue both
fides of the head , or to breake.the thruft
from the face or bod y>yet for lackeof the circumference
hishand will lie too highor too low,ortoo weake, to de-
fend both blowand thruft: ifhe lye ftraightwith narrow
{pace,which is beft to breake the thruft,then he lieth too
weake, and too lowe to defend his head from a {tron
blow : if he lye high , that is {trong to defend his head,
but then his {pace wilbe too wide to breake the thruft
from hisbodie. The Dagger ferueth well at length to
put by a thruft, and at the halfe Sword to crofie the
Sword blade, todriue out the Agent, and put him in
. danger of his life, and fafely in anie of thefe two a@ions
to defend himfelfe. But the Buckler, by reafon of his cir-
cumference and weight, being well caried, defendeth
fatelyin all times and places, whether ¢ be at the point,
halfe Sword, the head, bodie, and face, from all maner
of blowes and thruftes whatfoeuer,yet I haue heard ma-
nie hold opinion, that the Sword and Dagger hath ad-
uantage of the Sword and Buckler, at the Clofe, by rea-
fon of thelength and point of the Dagger: and at the

point
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oint of the Sword , they can better {ee to ward then
with a Buckler. But I neuer knew anie, that wanne the
Clofe with the Dagger vpon the Sword and Budkler,
but did with himfelfe out againe:fordiftance being bro-
ken, iudgement faileth, for lacke of time to iudge, and
the eie is deceiued bythe (wift motion of the hand, and
for lacke of trueSpacewith the dagger hand,which can-
not be otherwife , for lacke of the circumference to de-
fend both blow and thruit, it is impoffible for lacke ot
true Space in iuft time , the agent hauing gotten the
true place, to defend one thruft or blow of an hundred .
And it 1s moft certaine, whofoeuer clofeth with Sword
and Dagger, againft the Sword and Buckler, is in great
danger to be flaine . Likewife at the point within di-
ftance, if he ftand to defend both blow and thruft with
his Dagger, for lacke of true {pace and diftance, ifhe
had the beft eye of anie man, and could fee perfeitly,
which way the thruft or blow commeth , and when it
commeth, as it is not to be denied but he may, yet his
{pace being too large, it helpeth him nothing, becaufe
one mans hand being as fwift as another mans hand ,
both being within diftance, he thatftrikethor thrufteth,
hurteth the warder: the reafon is this : the Agent being
in the firft motion although in his offence , furtherto go
then the warder to defend , yet the warders fpace being
too large, the blow or thruft wilbe performed home,be-
fore the warder can come to the true plaee to defend
himfelfe, and although the warder doe perfettly fee the
blow orthruft comming, {o thall he fee his owne ward {o
farre from the true place of his defence , that although
he doe at that inftant time,plainly fee the blow or thruft
comming, it fhalbe impoffible for him to recouer the

F 2
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true place of his ward, till he be wounded. But let the
warder with the dagger fay, that it is not true which I
hauefaid,for as he hath eies to behold the blow or thruft
coming,{o hath he as goodtime to defend himfelf. Here-
in he thal find himfelf deceiued to; this is the reafon:the
hand is the fwifteft motion, the foot is the floweft, with-
out diftance the hand is tied to the motion of the feet,
wherby the time of the hand is made as flow as the foot,
becaufe thereby we redeeme euerie time loft vpon his
comming by the {low motion of the foot, & haue time
therby to iudge , whe & how he can performe any aétio
what{oeuer , and {o baue we the time of the hand to the
time of thefeet. Now is the had in his owne courfe more
{wifter then the foot or eye,therfore within diftance the
eye 1s decelued,& iudgement is loft; and that is another
caufe that the warder withthe dagger,although he haue
perfect eyes, is ftil within diftance deceiued. For proofe
that the hand is more fwifter then the eye,& therebyde-
ceiueth the eyes:let two ftand within diftance,& let one
of the ftand ftill to defend himfelf,& let the otherflorith
& falfe with his hand, and he (hall continually with the
{wift motions of his hand, deceiue the eyes of him that
ftandeth watching to defend himfelfe, & fhal continual-
ly {trike bim in diuerfe placeswith hishand.Againe,take
this for an example, that the eyes by {fwift motions are
deceiued :turne a turne-wheele fwift, & you fhall not be
able to difcerne with your beft eies how man {pokes be
in the wheele,no nor whether there be any {pokes at all,
or whereof the wheele is made,and yetyoufeewhen the
wheele ftandeth ftill. there is a large diftance betweene
ceuerie {poke. Hethatwill not beleeue that the fivift mo-—
tion of thehandin fight will deceiue the eye,thal ftarea-~

broad
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broad with his eyes,& feele himfelf foundly hurt,before
he fhall perfeltly fee how to defend himf{elfe. So thofe
that truft to their fight,the excellécy of a good eye,their
great cunning, & perfect wards of the daggers,that they
can better fee to ward then with a buckler,fhall euer be
deceiued. And whe they be wounded,they fay the Aget
was alitle too quicke for them ;fometimes they fay they
bare their dagger a litle too low : fometimes they are
thruft vnder the dagger,then they fay,they bare it a litle
too high :fometimes a thruft being ftrongly made , they
being foundly paid therewith, fay,they were a litle too
{low,& fometimes they be foundly paid with a thruft,&
they thinke they were a litle too quick.So they that pra-
Ctife or thinke to be cunning in the dagger ward, are all :
the dayes of their liues learning,and are neuer taught.

Tﬁ.::f the Sword and Buckler hath the vantage
against the Sword and Target.

Y= He Sword & Target together hath but two 25
;{1 &1 fights;that is, the variable ﬁg];lt, & the clofe
.@\1 ﬁt fight, for the clofe fight, the nuber of his feet

e~ are too many to take againft any ma of skill
hauing the Sword & buckler,& for the variable fight al-
though not {0 many in number,yet too many to win the
place with his foot to ftrike or thruft home.The fword&
buckler-man can out of his variable,ope & gardat fight,
come brauely off & on, falfe and double, ftrike & thruﬁ:
home , & make a true. croffe vpon euery occafion at his
pleafure :if the Sword & Target ma will flie to his gardat
fight, the bredth of his Target will not fuffer it , if to his
open fight,the hath the Sword & Buckler man in effect
thE fword and Buckler to the fingle ; for in that fight by
reafon of the bredth,the target can do litle good or none
at all. F 3

The Daggeris an
imperfet ward.
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The short Staffe.

2 Ow for the vantage of the fhort Staffe a-
u’a? gainft the Sword and Buckler , Sword &
gty Target, two hand fword , fingle Sword,
ANy Sword and Dagger , or Rapier and Poi-
0GZ? niard, there is no great queftion to be
made in anie of thefe weapons: whenfoeuer anie blow
or thruft thall be ftrongly made with the ftaffe, they are
euer in falfe place, inthe cariage of the wards, for ifat a-
ny of thefe fixe weapons he carie his ward high & f{trog
for his head , as of neceffitie he muft carie it verie high,
otherwife it will be too weake to defend a blow being
ftrongly made at the head , then will his {pace be too
wide, in due time to breake the thruft from his bodie.
Againe, if he carie his ward lower , thereby to be ine-
quall fpace for readinefle to breake both blow & thruft,
then in that place his ward is too low, and too weake to
defend the blow of the ftaffe:for theblow being ftrongly
made at the head vpon that ward , will beate downe the
ward and his head together, and put him in great dan-
ger of hislife. And here is to be noted, that if he fight
well , the {taffe-man neuer firiketh but at the head , and
thrufteth prefently vnder at the body :and if a blow be
fir{t made, a thruft followeth ; & if a thruft be firft made,
a blow followeth ; and in doing of any of them, the one
breedeth the other : {fo that howfoeuer anie of thefe fixe
weapons fhall carie his ward ftrongly to defend the firft,
he fhall be too farre in {pace to defend the fecond, whe-
ther it.be blow or thruft.
Yet againe for the fhort ftaffe : the fhort ftaffe hath
the vantage againft the Battel-axe, blacke-bill, or Hal-

bard,
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bard: the thort {taffe hath the vantage,by reafon of the
nimblenefle and length:he will ftrike and thruft freely,
and 1n better and {wifter time then can the Battel-axe,
Blacke-bill, or Halbard:and by reafon of his indgement,
diftance and time,fight fafe. And this refolue vpon, the
(hort ftaffe is the beft weapon againit all maner of wea-
pons, the Forreft bill excepted.

Alfo the {hort ftaffe hath aduantage againft two 74 for: faf
Swords and Daggers, or two Rapiers, Poiniards and o7 #24f Pike hat}
Gantlets, the reafons and caufes before are for the mott ;ﬂf:ﬁ#,ﬁjg;}
part {fet downe already , the which being well confide~ «#d dagger men,
red, you fhall plainely fee, that whenfoeuer anie one of % " @
the Sword & Dagger men, or Rapier and Poiniard men Ganziess,”
fhall breake his diftance , or fuffer the Staffe-man to
breake his,that man which did firft breake his diftace,or
fuffer the diftance to be won againft him, is prefently in
danger of death. And this canot in reafon be denied, be-

- caufe the diftance appertaining to the Staffe-man,either
to keepe or breake, ftandeth vpon the mouing of one
large {pace alwayes at the moft,both for his offence or
fafety. The other two in the breach of their diftance to
offend the Staffe-man, haue alwayes foure paces at
the leaft therin they fall too great in number with their
feet , and too thort in diftance to offend the Staffe-
man. Now there refteth no more to be fpoken of ; but
how the Staffe-man fhall behaue himf{elfe to keepe that
diftance, that one of the Sword & Dagger men get not
behind him,while the other thal bufie him before:to do
that is very eafie,by reafon of the {mal nuber of his feet,
for by a verie {fmall turning of his feet,:as it were in the
Center point of 2 wheele, the other two to keepe their
diftance, are driuen to runne twentie foote for one, as it
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were vpon the vttermoft part or circle of the wheele:
all this while the Staffe-man is verie well. Then it com-
meth thus to pafle, whether they both labour to get be-
hind him, or one keepe directly before him whileft the
other get behind him , yet before that be brought to
pafle ,they fhal either be both before him or iuft againft
both fides of him:at which time foeuer the Staffe-man
finding either of them within diftance, he prefently in
making of his play, flayeth with blow or thruft one of
the, or at the leaft putteth himin great danger of his life.
If the Staffe-man take his time , when they are both
before him , that is to fay,before they come to the half
ring, iuft againft both fides of the Staffe-man, then he
that is neareft within diftance is {lain by blow or thruit,
or put in great danger of his life. But if the Sword and
Dagger men do keepe their diftance vntill they come to
the iuft halfe ring right againft the fides of the Staffe-
man , and then breake diftance, that man that firft brea-
keth diftance is flaine with blow or thruft, or {fore hurt,
and 1n great danger of death:and the Staffe-man in ma-
king that play at that inftant, muft turne with one large
pace,the which he may eafily do, before the other can
get neare enough to offend him , by reafon that he
hath to make with his feet but one large pace , but the
other hath at theleaft three paces. But if the Sword
and Dagger-men will in the time that they be before
him, keep their diftance in the time of their being vpon
the middle part of the outfide of the circle,right againft
both fides of him,& will labor with all heed & diligence
to be both or one of the behind him | that troubleth the
Staffe-man nothing at all,for in that very time, when he
findeth them paft the middle part of the circle, he pre-

{fen tly
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fently turneth, by the which he thall naturally {fet him-
felfe as it were in a triangle , and both the fword and
dagger-men, thall thereby ftand both before him in true
diftance of three paces, from offending of him at the
leaft , as at the firft they did. And take this for a true
ground, there is no man able to ward a found blow
with the Sword and Dagger, nor Rapier, Poinyard, and
Gantlet, being ftrongly made at the head , with the
Staffe, and run in withall, the force of both handes is
fuch, being in his full motion and courfe, that although
the other do carie his ward high and ftrong with both
handes, yet his feete being mouing from the ground,
the great force of the blowwill ftrike him with hisward,
and all downe flat to ground. But if he ftand faft with
his feete, he may with both weapons together, {trongly
defend his head from the blow, but then you are {uffici-
ently inftruted, the thruft being prefently made, after
the blow full at the bodie, it is impofiible in due time to
breake it, by reafon of the largenefle of his {pace.

The short Staffe bath the vantage against the long flaffe,
and Morris Pike, and the Forref? bill agamnft all

maner of weapons.

G zagy He reafons are thefe. The {hort Staffe 27
¢ A1)l hath the vantage of the long Staffe and
/3 ﬁ{fg}’ Morris Pike in his {trength & narrownes

.;; %_,‘?‘3% of fpace in his foure wardes of defence.
SsmeCCA And the Forreft bill hath the vantage of
all maner of weapons in his ftrength and narrownes of
{fpace in his eight wardes of defence: and the rather be-
cause the Bill hath two wardes for one againft the Staffe

G




rueffion,

frwere.

42 George Siluer his

or Morris Pike, that is to fay, foure with the Staffe, and
foure with the head, and is more offenfive then is the
Staffe or Morris Pike: yet a queftic may be made by the
vaskilfull, concerning the fight between the long Staffe
and the fhort , in this {fort: Why fhould not the long
Staffe haue aduantage againft thort Staffe, fince that the
long Staffe-man, being at libertie with his handes, ma
make his long Staffe both long and fhort for his beft ad-
uantage , when he fhall thinke it good , and therefore
when he fhall find himfelfe ouermatched in the length
of his Staffe, by the ftrength of the thort Staffe, and nar-
rownefle of {fpace in his foure wardes of defence, he can
prefently by drawing backe of his Staffe in his handes,
make his Staffe as thort as the others, and {o be readie
to fight with him at his owne length. To this I anfwere,
that when the long Staffe-man is driuen there to lye, the
length of his Staffe that will lye behind him, will hinder
him to ftrike, thruft, ward , or goe backe in due time.
Neither can he turne the contrarie end of his Staffe to

keepe out the fhort Staffe man from the Clofe, nor fafe-
ly to defend himfelfe at his comming in.

Againe of the vantages of weapons.

) Ake this for a general rule, all long Staues,
Morris Pikes, Forreft bils , Iauelins , or
fuch like long weapons,of what fort foe-
Suer , being aboue the true lengthes , the
fhorteft haue the aduantage , becaufe they can crofle
and vncroffe in thorter time then can the longer: and all
maner of thort weapons to be vfed with both handes, as
{taues, and fuch like, being vnder the perfect lengthes,

the
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the longeft haue the aduantage , and all maner of wea-
pons to be vied with one hand, that are aboue the per-
fect length of the fingle Sword, the thorteft haue the
vantage, and all maner of weapons vnder the iuft length
of the thort Sword, as Fauchions, Skaines, or Hangers,
Woodkniues, Daggers, and fuch like thort weapons of
imperfet lengthes, the longeft haue the aduantage,
becaufe the fight of thefe weapons confift within the
halfe or quarter Sword, wherein by the fwift motions of
their handes, their eyes are deceiued , and in thofe wea-
pons, commonly for their handes lieth no defence. And
if two fhall fight with ftaues or Swordes, or what wea-
pons {oeuer, the one of them hauing his weapon longer
then the perfect length, and the other his weapon fhor-
ter then the perfet length, he that hath the longeit
hath the vantage, becaufe the fhorteft can make no true
Crofife in true time. The fhort Staffe or halfe Pike, For-
reft bill, Partifan, or Gleue, or fuch like weapons of
perfect length , to be vied with both handes, haue the
aduantage againft two Swordes and Daggers, or two
Rapiers, Poiniardes, and Gantlets, and againft all other
weapons whatfoeuer, the Forreft bill excepted.

edgaine for the short Staffe or halfe Pike.

He fhort Staffe is moft commonly the 29
beft weapon of all other , although other
weapons may be more offenfiue, and efpe-
A cially againft manie weapons together, by
reafon of his nimblenefle and fwift motions, and is not
much inferiour to the Forreft bill, although the Forreft

bill be more offenfiue, and hath more wardes, becaufe
G 2
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the Staffe is verie vncertaine , but the Bill 1s 2 more cer-
taine marke, by reafon of the breadth of the head, wher-
by as the Bill hath aduantage in his wardes in the head,
{o therefore hath the Staffe the like defence, or rather
more, to play vpon the head of the Bill, not onely to
make a perfe@ good ward, but thereby, therather to caft
the Bill out of the right line, whereby the Staffe-man
may thruft fafe, and endanger the Bill-man : and the ra-
ther becaufe therein he is the firft mouer, wherin there
is great vantage, both in time and force. And if the Bil-
man be not very skilfull (all vantages and difaduantages
of both fides confidered,) the fhort Staffe will proue the
better weapon. Laftly note this, that long Staues, Mor-
ris Pikes, and fuch like weapons of imperfect lengthes,
being to be vfed with both hands, notwithftanding their
imperfe& lengthes, are perfect weapons to be vied, the
one againft the other, and their fightes therein perfect,
becaufe in drawing of them backe betwixt their handes,
their motions are fwifter backewardes, then is the time
of the Agents feet forwardes, by the which all their loft
times are redeemed : therefore thefe weapons in their
fightes, the one againft the other are perfe&t. And thefe
weapons in the night are the beft weapons of all other,
and haue great aduantage againft the forreft Bill, fhort
Staffe, or anie maner of fhort weapons whatfoeuer: for
thefe caufes, they boldly make home their fightes, and
if neede be againft defperate men , that will venture
themfelues to run in, they redeeme their loft times. But
the other with fhorter weapons for lacke of light, can

make no true defence.Thus endeth the vantages of wea-
pons.

RQueftions
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RQueflions and anfwers betweene the Scholler and the Mai-
Sfter, of the vantages and difaduantages betweene a
tall man, and a man of meane ffature, bauing
both the perfelt knowledge in
their weapons.

Scholler,

¢t Ho hath the aduantage in fight, of a tall 30
A @)\ \&//) man, or a man of meane ftature? |
QA B/ A 1 ( T Mﬂ%ﬂ’fﬁ

Wa/<¢ The tall man hath the vantage , for
| thefe caufes : his reach being longer, and
weapon vnto his ftature accordingly , he hath therebya .,
fhorter courfe with his feet to win the true place, wher- vantege d;ﬂ@;
in by the fwift motion of his hand , he may firike or men of meane
thruft home: in the which time a man of meane ftature/**™
cannot reach him, & by his large pace, in his true pace
in his regreffion further, fetteth himfelf out of all dan-
ger, & thefe are the vantages that a tall man hath againft
anie man of thorter reach then himfelfe.

Scholler,
What vantage hath a man of meane flature againft
a tall man? -

| Masifter. |

He hath none : becaufe the true times in fight, and a-
Ctions accordingly, are to be obferued and done, as well
by a tall man, as by a man of meane ftature.

o Scholler.
Why then if this be true , that tall men haue the van-

tage again{t me of meane ftature, it thold feeme in fight
G 3
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there is no perfeCtion, other then this,when men of like
ftature, reach, & length of weapon, fhall fight together,
the which will feldome or neuer happen, but either in
the length of their weapons, ftatures or reaches (if their
{fwords fhould be of iuft length) fome difference moft
commonly there will be in their reaches,
Masifler.

Yes verily, the tall man hath ftill the vantage, and yet

the fight is perfet, although the men that fhall happen

to fight, {hall happe to be vnequall in their ftatures, rea-
ches, or lengths of their weapons.

Scholler.
That can I hardly beleeue, vnlefle you can tell me by
Art how to auoid or fafely defend my felfe , being but a

man of meane {tature, againit a tall man. |
Mazfier.

I will tell you : there belongeth vnto this Art of de-
fence onely to be vied with the feet, progreffion, regref-
fion, trauerfing, and treading of grounds: in any of thefe
you playing the part of the Patient, or Patient Agent,
your feete are {wifter in their motions then are the A-
gents, becaufe his weight and number of his feet in his
comming to win the true place to ftrike or thruft home,
are greater then yours, and therefore the true time is
yours to auoid him, or fafely to defend your felfe: {o the
Art s ftill true,and the tall man hath ftill the vantage.

Scholler.

Yet I am not fully fatisfied herein , becaufe you tell
me {till that the tall man hath the vantage,and notwith-
ftanding you fay the Art is true , wherein then hath the

tall man the vantage, when by your Art you can defend
your felfe againft him.,

Mazfier.
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Masfier.

I will fatisfie you therein thus. The tall man hath the
vantage, he can maintaine his fight, both by nature and
Art , with more eafe then can the man of meane fta-
ture , becaufe the man of meane ftature hath there-
by a further courfe with his feete to pafle to the place,
wherein he may {trike or thruft home , and in winning
of that place , is driuen by Art to come garded vn-
der his wards to defend himfelfe, becaufe in the time of
his comming , the tall man may both naturally or artifi-
cially ftrike or thruft home, in the which time, if the ma
of meane {tature thould faile in the leaft iote of his Art,
he thould be in great daunger of death or hurt. But the
tall man can naturally and fafely come to the true place
open, without any artificiall wards at all, and therein al-
fo endanger the other, or driue him ftill to trauerfe his o
ground, with all the artificiall skill that he hath to de- ;2™ "
tend himfelfe; and all this the tall man doth by reafon /i ina ta// man
of his length of weapon, large pace, thort courfe, and «#7# gy
long reach, with great fafetie, pleafure and eafe. And for igﬂ;ﬁ” “e
thofe caufes the tall man hath f{till the vantage of men of Sort course.
meane ftature, and yet notwitftading the noble Science f:é:‘;:—‘:’”ﬁ'
of Defence moft perfet and good.
Of the Iong fingle Rapter fight betweene valiant men, ha-

uing both skill | he that is the beft wraftler, or if nei-

ther of them can wraftle , the firongefft man
moft commonly killeth the other, or lea~
) ueth him at his mercie.
o/ Hen two valiant men of skill at fingle Ra- 31

pier do fight , one or both of them moft co-
?\ monly ftanding vpon their ftrength or skill
X in wraftling, will prefently {feeke to run into
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the clofe ; but hauing both skill , not without {peciall
care of their gard or crofle, the which they may fafely
do, by reafon of the length of their Rapiers: but hapning
both of one mind , the rather do bring themi{elues toge-
ther: that being done, noskil with Rapiers auaileth,they
prefently grapple faft their hilts , wrifts, armes , bodies
or neckes, as in luftring, wraftling, or ftriuing together,
they may beft find for their aduantages : wherby 1t moft
commonly falleth out, that he that 1s the beft wraftler,
or {trongeft man (if neither of them can wraftle) ouer-
commeth, wrefting by ftrength , or fine skill in wraft-
ling, the Rapier from his aduerfarie, or cafting him fro
him, either to the ground, or to fuch diftance, that he
m:H by reafon therof, vie the edge or point of his rapier,
to {trike or thruft him , leauing him dead or aliue at his
mercie. But if but one of thefe valiant men fhall feeke to
run into the clofe , and that the other thall vie his skill
in trauerfing of his ground, or otherwife by ftanding
vpon his gard or Stocata ward , to takeall maner of adua-
tages at his coming, yet all availeth him not, becaufe the
Rapiers being long, the crofling of the blades cannot
be auoided : that being made, the oppreflor runneth
fafter forwards then can the defendant backwards , and

fo are brought together, as in the firft affault they were,
& euerie ation therein accordingly performed.

Of the Rapier and Pafnthdﬁgﬁz‘ betwixt valiant
men, hauing both skill,

32 F two valiant men do fight at Rapier and Poi-
niard hauing both skill, one or both of them
will prefently prefle hard to winne the place,

wherein in his iudgement he may thruft home. If both
be
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be of one mind , the time is doubled in winning the
fame : whereby it commeth to pafle , that then he that
firft thrufteth, endangereth, killeth or hurteth the other:
and if they both thruft together , as they may do by the
equall time of their feet, then they are mo({ common-
ly both flaine , or both hurt. And this is well knowne
vnto all men of skill , that the place being once gotten,
there is neither indgement, fpace, pace, nor time, either
by wards with their Rapier blades, or by breaking with
their Poiniards, or flying backe, that can preferue or
defend them . But if but one of them will feeke to win
by paflage, hard prefling, or otherwife the place, wherin
in his iudgement he may thruft home, it is impoflible
for the other to denie him the fame, becaufe the length
of the Rapiers winneth him the croffe; the crofle being
taken, the place is had ; the place being had, he that firft
thrufteth, firft {peedeth : if both thruft together, theyare
both in danger: the prefently followeth (vnlefle it pleafe
God otherwife to haue it) the ftabs with their daggers,
wherein there lieth no defence.

Of the long Rapier & Poiniard-fight betweene two valiant
men, the one hauing skil, the other none : that ke that
hath no skill hath the vantage,

% ,:.. Hen two valiant men thal fight with ;&g 33

':ej:"" ), Rapiers and Poiniards , the one hauing

q.

AV {75) skill , and the other none, he that hath no

o\ oV /=S skill moft commoly proueth himfelf the

e better ma, for thefe caufes or reafons fol-

Jowing. Firft the skilfull man as knowing the other to

haue no skill ; or finding it to be fo by his fhape or
H
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maner of comming towardes him , will prafently yeeld
to take the aduantage of his comming , or elfe with all
{peed put himfelfe into his thort ward , to be readie at
his comming to make out a {trong Stocaza (as the Ifali-
ans call it:) the other knowing his imperfection in
fight , affureth himfelfe there can be no great good for
him to {tand long out at the point, prefently redoubleth
or reuiueth his {pirits with perfeé refolution , to make
thort worke, couragioufly with fome offenfiue a&ion,
fuch as nature fhall beft yeeld vnto him flieth in with all
force and agilitie : the skilfull man ftandeth watching to
take fuch aduantages as his {choolemaifter hath taught
him ,in the whichtime, manie times it falleth out, he is
taught a new time,euen by an vnskilfull man that neuer
fought before , is fore hurt or {laine : and if it happen
they both mifle in their offenfiue a&ions , then by rea-
fon thereof , and of the imperfe¢t length of their Ra-
piers, they come to {tabbingwith their Poiniards, wher-
1n there lyeth no defence , becaufe diftance being bro-

ken,iudgement faileth, time is loft,and theireies(by the
{fwift motions of their handes) are deceiuned.

Of the long fingle Rapier ,or Rapier and Poiniard-fight be-

tweene two vnskilfull men being valiant.

) Hen two vnskilfull men ( being valiant)
/p {hall ight with long fingle Rapiers, there
®) 1s lefle danger in that kind of fight, by rea-
8¢X fon of their diftance in conuenient length,
waight, and vnweildinefle, then is with fhort Rapiers:

whereby it commeth to pafle, that what hurt fhall hap-
pen to be done, if anie with the edge or point of their

Rapiﬂrs
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Rapiers is done'in 2 moment , and prefently will grap-
ple and wraftle together, wherin moft commonly the
{trongeft or beft Wraftler ouercommeth, and the like
fight falleth out betweene them, at the long Rapier and
Poiniard , but much more deadly , becaufe in ftead of
Clofe and Wraftling, they fall moft commonly to {tab-
bing with their Poiniardes,

Of the imperfeétion and ifufficiencie of Rapiers in gene-

rall, of what length foeuer they be. 2
If they fand v-

) »
| z&; %{f F two fight with long Rapiers, vpon _f:ue.rif: oon breating
< 3% Croffe made within the halfe Rapier, if they with their Dag-
haue Poiniardes, they moft commonly {tabbe £ j;f:;f;:ﬁ’ﬂ
each other, which cannot be auoided , because the Ra- p/ace,and thru-

1 . ndone of either feth kbome, hur-
piers being long, the Croffe cannot be v feth bome, b

fide , without going backe with their feete , the which 4, ,ri, s

likewife in due time cannot be done , becaufe the hand ference:ifbort
1s more {wifter then the feete,and the feete more {wifter iﬁ;‘fi fﬁ: :f”

in their courfe forwardes then backwardes, neither can p.d secanse

the Crofife be preuented , becaufe the point of neceffitie *eir Spaces of
Defence are tog

lyeth too farre off in his offence,or elfe within compafle .7, ,; 7 rere
of the true time of the hand and bodie, by reafon of his r rime of the

imperfect length: and fo by the like reafons, if two fight band,and by the

. ; . 10if} motion
with long fingle Rapiers , vpon euerie Crofie madeﬁgﬁﬂﬁ,ﬁ, eye

therewith, within the halfe Rapier, the Clofe cannot be i# #ba diffance
is bythe fame de-

auoided, wherby it commeth to pafle moft common- .~

ly , that the ftrongeft man or beft Wraftler ouercom- 7z feere in

meth . Now if two do fight with fhort Rapiers, or Ra- ;ﬁi’;‘fﬁ,ﬁﬂ

piers of conuenient length , fuch Rapiers be nconueni- 5,5 shvsies

ent and infufficient alfo for lacke of an hilt to defend the mose for the a-

hand and head from the blow; for no eie (in making a f:;f;ﬁ S great
H2 '
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perfect ward for the head, to defend a blow, can dif-
cerne to take the fame within three or foure inches,
wherby it may as well and as often fall vpon the hand, as
vponthe blade of the Rapier. Againe,the hilt aswell fer-
ueth to defend the head as the hand , and is a more fure
and ftrong ward , then is the blade of the Rapier. And
further,vnderftand this for truth, that in gardant and o-
pen fight, the hand without an hilt lieth open to mott
blowes that fhalbe firoken by the Agent, out of the gar-
dant or open fight , becaufe in the true cariage of the
gardant fight, the hand muft lie aboue the head, in fuch
ftraightnes and narrownes of fpace, that which way foe-
uer the Agent thall ftrike or thruft at the head , face,or
bodie , the remouing of two or foure inches fhall fane
all. And now fomewhat more for the fhortnefle or con-
uenient length of Rapiers.

Rapiers hauing no hilts to defend the head, the Ra-
pier-man is driven of neceflitie to lie at the variable
fight or low ward,and being there he can neither defend
in due time, head , face , nor bodie from the blowes or
thruftes of him, that {hall fight out of the gardant or o-
pen fight, but is continually in great danger of the A-
gent for thefe caufes following. Firft, becaufe his {pace
is too wide to defend his head from blow or thruft. Se-
condly his Pace {tanding vpon that fight , wilbe of ne-
ceflitie too great or too narrow:if too narrow,too weak:
if too large,his weight and number of his feet , are too
great to endanger him,that is vpon his gardant or open

fight.
of
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Of the imperfeltion and infufficiencre of the fight of the
fingle Rapier, Raprer and Poiniard ,Ra-
pier and Buckler, Rapier and
Cloke , and Rapier and
Gloue of matle.

vezxteW He Rapier fight , whether it be fingle or ac- 36

1V F VA 7 s
G = .I '
e L .
---------

(4 [ & gloue of male, is ftill by reafon of the infuf-
#==ficiencie or imperfetion of the Rapier, an
imperfect fight : vnperfe&t inftruments can make no
perfedt muficke, neither can vnperfect weapons make
perfet fight: let the men that handle them haue
all the knowledge that may be in all maner of weapons,
yea the full height, or perfe@ion, and true habite by his
great labour and induftry,euen as it were naturally effe-
&ed in him , yet if the weapons that they fhall fight
withall be imperfect or infufficient to performe what-
{oeuer appertaineth vnto true fight , as concerning the
perfeGtion of their {afetie, it auaileth them nothing.
What {hall we then fay for the Rapier? Is the Rapier
an imperfe€t or infufficient weapon to perfourme
whatfoeuer appertaineth vnto the true fight? Yea:
Wherefore ? Becaufe vnto the true fight there apper-
taineth foure fights, Gardant fight, Open fight, Varia-
ble fight, and Clofe fight: without all foure of thefe
fights it is impoffible to fight fafe: but the Rapier for
lacke of an hilt is an vnperfect weapon, and.therefore
infuffictent to fight fafe vpon thefe foure fights, the
reafons are alreadie fet downe in :the Paradoxe be-
fore,but it is inferred to loofe: the benefit of two of the
H 3

pcopanied with Poiniard, Buckler, cloke, or
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beft fights, gardant and open fight,and to flie from the,
and truft only vnto variable fight, and clofe ight. Now
hauing proued through the imperfetion or infufficien-
cie of the Rapier, the imperfection of the Rapier fight,
it remaineth that I fpeake of the reft of the weapons, or
inftruments appertaining vnto Rapier fight.

The Rapier and Poiniard fight,the Rapier & Buckler
fight, the Rapier and cloke fight,& the Rapier & gloue
of male fight: all thefe fights by reafon of the imperfe-
¢tion of the Rapier, and Rapier fight,are all alfo imper-
fe& fights : and for proofe of the vncertaintie and im-
pofiibilities of fafetie in any of thefe fights, thus it ftan-
deth. Thefe fights depend altogether vpo variable fight
and clofe fight : in anie of thefe fights it is impofiible in
true {pace of Offence to keepe the blades of their Ra-
piers from croffing, or fro breaking with the Poiniards,
buckler, cloke, or breaking or catching with the gloue
of male; becaufe in anie of thefe two fights, the Agent
hath ftill in true {pace the blade of the Patients Rapier
to worke vpon. Thefe things by letters cannot be made
more plaine , neither is it vnknowne to the skilfull, or
in ﬁgﬁt by anie meanes to be auoided , the weapon
being too farre in true {pace to be wrought vpon, the
place cannot be denited ,do the patient Agent what he
can for his life to the contrarie,either by blowes,thruits,
falfing,or doubling of thrufts,going backe, indiretions,
or turnings of the body, or what elfe {oeuer may in the
higheft touch of wit or ftrength , or agilitie of bodie be
deuifed or done,to keepe out the Agent: but ftill the A-
gent by narrownefle of fpace bringeth himfelf by ftrog
gard to the place, where being brought,it is as impoffi-
ble to fight fafe, as it is for two defperate men fet toge-

ther
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ther being both blind;becaufe in the true place (wonne
in Rapier or variable fight) their eyes by the {wift mo-
tions of their hands are deceiued , the crofles in that
fight are falfe, their diftance, iudgements and times are
loft,either to offend in fafetie, or fafely to defend them-
{felues : and thefe reafons, rules,or grounds of the feates
of armes are infallible and inuincible.

Now, 6 you Italian teachers of Defence , where are
your Stocatas, Imbrocatas , Mandritas ,Puntas,& Puynta
reuerfas,Stramifons ,Paffatas,Carricados, Amazzas, & In-
cartatas,& playing with your bodies , remouing with
your feet a litle afide,circle wife winding of your bodies,
making of three times with your feet together ,marking
with one eye the motion of the aduerfary,&with the o-
‘ther eye the aduatage of thrufting? What is become of
all thefe iugling gambalds , Apifth deuiles, with all the
reft of your {quint-eyed trickes , when as through your
deepe ftudies, long praétifes, & apt bodies, both ftrong
& agilious, you haue attained to the height of all thefe
things?What then auaileth it you, when you fhal come
to fight for your liues with a2 man of skill?you thall haue
neither time,nor place,in due time to performe any one
of them, nor gardant nor open fight fafely to keep out
a man of skill,a man of no skill, or {choller of your owne
teaching, from the true place, the place of fafetie, the
place of vncertaintie or mifchiefe , the place of wounds
or death,but are there inforced to ftand in that miichie-
uous, vacertaine, dangerous,and moft deadly place, as
two men hauing loft in part their chiefeft {ences, moft
furioufly with their rapiers or poiniards , wounding or
flaying each other.

Thus endeth the imperfect fights of the rapier with



There are few
frayes , but more
valiant Gentleme
Slaine now then
werethen.
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all maner of weapons or inftruments thereto ap pertai-
ning,with their imperfections, through the true grouds
and rules of the Art of armes,truly difplayed &brought
to light,

Al laud be vnto the Almighty God.

That the reafons vfed by the Italian Fencers in commen-
ding the vfe of the Rapier and Poiniard, becaufe it
maketh peace, maketh againft
themfelues.

272 T hath bin commonly held , that fince the

sep ] talians haue taught the Rapier fight, by

AN @ reafon of the dangerous vie therof,it hath
RJ|Fafbred great ciuilitie amongft our Englifh
Anation,they will not now giue the lye,nor
with fuch foule {peeches abufe themfelues , therefore
there are fewer frayes in thefe times then were wont to
be:it cannot be denied but this is true,that we are more
circum{pe&t of our words, and more fearefull to fight,
then heretofore we haue bene. But whereof commeth
it ? Is it from this,that the Rapier maketh peace in our
minds; or from hence,that it 1s not {o fufficient defence
for ourbodies in our fight? He that will fight when he is
armed , will not fight when he is naked : is it therefore

good to go naked to keepe peace ? he that would fight
with his Sword and Buckler, or Sword and Dagger,be-

ing weapons of true defence, will not fight with his Ra-
pier and Poiniard , wherein no true defence or fight is
perfeG:are thefe infufficiet weapos therfore the better,
becaufe not being fufficiet to de&dvs in fight, they force
vs vito peace? What elfe is it, but to fay, it is good for

fubiefts
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fubielts to be poore, that they may not go to law: or to
lacke munition, that they may not fight, nor go to the
warres : and to conclude, what more followeth through
theimperfeGt workes of thefe Iza/ian peacemakers?They
haue made many a ftrong man in his fight weake, many
a valiant man fearefull, manie a worthie man trufting to
their imperfeét fight, hath bene flaine, and manie of our
defperate boyes and young youthes, to become in that
Rapier-fight, as good men as England yeeldeth, and the
talleft men in this land, in that fight as verie boyes as
they and no better.This good haue the Ifa/zan teachers
of Offence done vs, they haue transformed our boyes in-
to men, and our men into boyes, our ftrong men into
weakenefle, our valiant men doubtfull, and manie wor-
thie men refoluing themielues vpon their falfe refolu-
tions, haue moft wilfully in the field, with their Rapiers
ended their liues. And laftly, haue left to remaine a-
mongit vs after their deathes, thefe inconueniences be-
hind them, falfe Fence-bookes, imperfe& weapons, falfe
fightes, and euill cuftomes, whereby for lacke of vfe and
practife in perfeét weapons and true fight, we are difa-
bled for the feruice of our Prince, defence of our coun-
trey, and fafetie of our liues in priuate fight.

T hat the short Sword hath the aduantage againf?
the long Sword or long Rapier.

TN P YA Hereas for the moft part opintons are 38
b /S generally holden, that the long Sword,
N\ or long Rapier, hath the vantage infight
V3 ﬁ againftthe thort Sword, which the Ira/r-
$ e 272 teachers of Defence,by their falfe de-
I



Thefe reafons
are gfed by the
Italians.
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monftratiés haue brought vs to beleeue.l haue thought
good that the truth may appeare which hath the van-
tage, to adde my helpe vnto the reafons they vie in their
owne behalfe, for that yet I could neuer heare them
make a found reafon for the fame.Thefe are the reafons.
Firft with my long Rapier, I will put my {elfe into my
gard or Sfocata, holding my hilt backe by the outfide of
my rightthigh, keeping in thort the point of my Rapier,
{o as he that hath the fhort Sword, {hall not be able to
reach the point of my Rapier, to make his ward or
Crofle with his Dagger, Buckler, Sword, or Cloke,
without ftepping in of his foote, the which time is too
long to anfwere the time of the hand, by reafon of m
diftance. I can there {tand fafe without danger of blow
or thruft, playing the Patients part:if you ftrike or thruft
you do it too thort, by reafon of my diftance: if you feek
to come nearer, you muft do it with the time of your
foote, in the which time I may fafely thruft home: if in
that diftance you breake it not, you are flaine: if you do
breake it, yet you do me no harme, by reafon of my di-
ftance, and I may ftand faft and thruft againe, or flie
backe at my pleafure : fo haue you put your felfe in dan-
ger of your life, and hauing hardly efcaped, are driuen a-
gaine to begin a new bought, as at the firft you did. A-
gaine, if I pleafe, I can be the oppreflour, keeping the
fame gard, and my point in fhort as I did before, and
prefling ftrongly by putting in by litle and litle of my
feete, vntill the place with my foote be gotten, wherein
(in my iudgement) I may thruft home, the which I may
boldly and fafely do, without refpet of anie ward at all,
by reafon of my diftance, in which time of my comming
he muft ftrike, thruft, ward, or go backe: if he go backe,
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1t 1s a great difgrace: if he ftrike or thruft, it is too fhort:
if he ftand to defend, the place being alreadie gotten,
where I may thruft home, the thruft being verie quicke
& ftrongly made, fuch is the force and {wiftnefle there-
of, that it is impoffible by nature or art, for anie man to
breake one thruft of an hundred. Thefe reafons in my o-
pinion may f{uffice to confirme the wife, that there is
no queftion to be made, but that the long Rapier hath
the aduantage againtt the thort Sword. _

Sir you haue pretily handled your difcourfe, concer- 7 374 ion of
ning the vantages of the long Rapier againft the fhort fom.
Sword, efpecially at the firft thew, and according to
common fence, but for the fubftance and truth of the
true fight, you haue faid nothing, becaufe for the per-
formance of anie of your allegations, you haue neither
true Pace, Place, Time, nor Space: thefe are the rea-
fons.Your Pace of neceffitie muft be too large, becaufe
otherwife you cannot keepe fafe the point of your long
Rapier, from the Croffe of the thort Sword, vnlefle
you will with a narrow Pace keepe backe your hilt {fo
tarre, that the fpace of your offence wilbe too large or
too long in diftance, and-your bodie vnapt to moue and
to thruft both ftrong and quicke in due time, nor aptly
to keepe your diftance, to win the place with your feete,
to thruft home. So now you may plainely fee, if you
haue skill in the art or {cience of Defence, that to per-
forme anie thing which you haue alleadged, you haue
neither true Pace, Place, time nor Space. But
if you will ftand vpon the largenefle of your Pace, to
keepe backe or faue the point of your long Rapier from
the ward or Croffe of the thort Sword, or vpon your

Paffares, in all thefe you haue great difaduantages: and
I 2
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thefe are my reafons: Your number will be too great,
as thus: whenfoeuer you meane out of your large pace
to thruft home, you muft of neceflitie make foure times
with your feet, and one with your hand, or two times
with your feet, and one with your hand at the leaft: and
whenfoeuer you make any of your paffages, the nuber of
your feet are greater then the greateft of any of thefe
times done out of thelarge pace: but the patient with his
thort fword, to auoyd you, or difappoint you of your
thruft, hath but one time with his foot, at or before the
which time, as he in his iudgemet thall find you in your
motion, hath by the flow and great number of your mo-
tions or times, fufficient time fafely out of all danger to
make himfelfe readie to take his croffe with his fhort
{word.Now Sir, whether you thruft or not thruft, whe-
ther you play the part of an Agent, or Patient, it hel-
peth you nothing, for he that hath the thort fword hath
foure times or motions again{t the long Rapier, name-
ly, bent, {fpent, lying {pent, and drawing backe, in all
maner of fights thefe are to be obferued both by the
Patient and Agent. Now note, he that hath the long
Rapier muft of neceflitie play vpon one of thefe foure
motions, or be Patient, which foeuer he fhall do, he
is ftill in great danger of the crofie of the fhort {word,
becaufe if he be Agent, his number is too great, he
falleth into one of the foure motions, the Patient with
his thort fword, hauing but the time of the hand, or had
& foot, fafely vpon thefe altions or times taketh his
crofle with the fthort Sword: that being done, he pre-
fently vncrofleth and firiketh or thrufteth at his pleafure
him that hath the long Rapier, in the head, face, or bo-
die.Now here is againe to be noted, that when the crofle

IS



Paradoxes of Defence. 61
1s made, if he that hath the long Rapier ftand faft, he is
wounded prefently in the vncrofling of the thort fword,
if he ftep or leape backe to faue himfelfe, yet the time
of the hand being fwifter then the timeof thefoot, ouer-
taketh him,with blow or thruft in the arme, hand, head,
face and bodie. Now if he that hath the long Rapier
will be patient & make no play, but lie ftill watching to
make his thruft or Stocata iuft in the comming or mo-
uing of the Agents feete with his thort {word, then he
hath as great difaduantage as he’had when he was Pa-
tient,becaufe the the Agent with his thort Sword hath
but hand and foot to make his croflfe: which is moft fafe-
ly to be done in that time, which we call Bent, and is as
impoflible for the Rapier-man to preuent, as it is for an
vnskilfull to ftrike or thruft iuft together with a man of
skill. Then thus I conclude, that he that fighteth witha
long Rapier, againft him that fighteth with a fhort
Sword, can do nothing in due time to defend himfelfe,
or hurt the other, but is ftill in daunger of his life, or
at the mercie of him that hath the {hort Sword, or
elfe hath no fafe way to helpe himfelfe, but onely Cobs Cobs Trauery
Trauerfe. This Cob was a great quareller, and did de-
light in great brauerie to giue foule words to his bet-
ters, and would not refufe to go into the field to fight
with any man, and when he came into the field, would
draw his Sword to fight, for he was fure by the cun-
ning of his Trauerfe, not to be hurt by anie man : for
at anie time finding himfelfe ouermatched would fud-
denly turne his backe and runne away with fuch fwift-
nefle, that it was thought a good horfe would fcarce
take him. And this when I was a young man, was ve-
rie much {poken of by many Gentlemen of the Innes of
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the Court, and was called Cobs Trauerfe and thofe that

had feene anie go backe too faft in his fight, would fay,
he did tread Cobs Trauerfe.

Greorge Siluer his militarie riddle , tfruly fet downe betweene
the Perfeétion and Imperfection of fight : containing the
handling of the foure fights: wherein true confifteth
the whole fumme and full perfeétion of the
true fight, with all maner of wea-
pons, with an inuicible

conclufion.

AP Ardant fight ftayeth, putteth backe, or
1{,’.{‘? beateth gardant fight.

1IN 644 Open fight ftayeth, putteth backe, or
A\IEY beateth open fight.

iz & - H

Lo uaa  Variable fight anfwereth variable fight
in the firft diftance, and not otherwife, except it be with
the perfect length againft the imperfe.

Clofe fight is beaten by gardant fight.

Variable clofe & gardant fight, beateth gardant fight,
open fight, variable fight, and clofe fight.

Gardant fight in the imperfeétion of the Agent or
Patient, winneth the halfe fword, and preuenteth the
clofe, and whofoeuer firft ventureth the clofe, loofeth
it, and is in great danger of death, and not pofiible to
efcape or get out againe without great hurt.

There attendeth moft diligently vpon thefe foure
fights foure offenfiue a&ions, which we call certaine,
vncertaine, firft, before, iuft, and afterwards: they are -
to be performed through iudgement, time, meafure,
number and waight, by which all maner of blﬂw{is,
thrufts,
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thrufts, falfes, doubles, or flips, are preuented, or moft
fafely defendﬁd And thus endeth my riddle.

Naw followeth the conclufion, tha.t wholoeuer thall
thinke or find himfelfe in his ﬁght too weake for the A-
gent, or Patient Agent, and therefore, or by reafon of
his drunkennefle, or vnreafonable defperatenefle {hall
prefe within the halfﬂ Sword, or deferately runne in of
purpofﬂ to giue hurt, or at lﬂﬂ.ﬂ: for takmg of one hurt,
to giue another, thall moft affuredly be in great daun-

ger of death or wounds, and the nthcr fhall ftill be fafe
and go free.

Verttas vincit.
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lian Teachers of Offence.

Here were three Italian Teachers of Of
fence in my time. The firft was Signior
ML/ Rocko : the {econd was Ieronimo, that was

*ﬁ?m Signior Rocko his boy , that taught Gen-
St tlemen in the Blacke-Fryers, as Viher for
his maifter in fteed of a man.The third was Pincentio.

RGN )

> P

This Signior Rocko came into England about fome thir-

tie yeares paft: he taught the Noblemen & Gentlemen
of the Court; he caufed {fome of them to weare leaden
foales in their thoes, the better to bring them to nimble-
nefle of feet in their fight. He disburfed a great fumme
of mony for the leafe of a faire houfe in Warwicke lane,
which he called his Colledge, for he thought it great
difgrace for him to keepe a Fence-fchoole, he being
then thought to be the onely famous Maifter of the Art
of armes in the whole world. He caufed to be fairely
drawne and fet round about his Schoole all the Noble-
mens and Gentlemens armes that were his Schollers,
and hanging right vnder their armes their Rapiers, da g-
gers, gloues of male and gantlets. Alfo, he had benches
and ftooles, the roome being verie large, for Gentleme
to fit round about his Schoole to behold his teaching.
He taught none commonly vnder twentie, fortie, fifty,
or an hundred pounds. And becaufe all things thould
be verie neceflary for the Noblemé & gentlemg, he had

11



65
in his {choole a large {quare table, with a greene car-
pet, done round with a verie brode rich fringe of gold,
alwaies ftanding vpon it a verie faire Standith couered
with Crimfon Veluet, with inke, pens, pin-duft, and
fealing waxe, and quiers of verie excellent fine paper
gilded, readie for the Noblemen & Gentlemen (vpon
occafion) to write their letters, being then defirous to
follow their fight, to fend their men to difpatch their
bufinefle. And to know how the time pafled, he had in
one corner of his {choole a Clocke, with a verie faire
large Diall, he had within that {choole, a roome the
which was called his priuie fchoole, with manie wea-
pons therein, where he did teach his {chollers his fecret
fight, after he had perfectly taught them their rules.He
was verie much beloued in the Court. |

There was one Auften Bagger, a verie tall gentle-
man of his handes, not ftanding much vpon his skill,but
carying the valiant hart of an Fnglithman, vpon a time
being merrie amongft his friendes, faid he would go
fight with Signior Rocco, prefently went to Signior
Rocco his houfe in the Blackefriers, and called to him in
this maner: Signior Rocco, thou that art thought to be
the onely cunning man in the world with thy weapon,
thou that takeft vpon thee to hit anie Englithman with
a thruft vpon anie button, thou that takeft vpon thee to
come ouer the feas, to teach the valiant Noblemen and
Gentlemen of England to fight, thou cowardly fellow
come out of thy houfe if thou dare for thy life, I am
come to fight with thee.Szgnwr Rocco looking out at a
window , perceiuing him in the ftreet to ftand readie
with his Sword and Buckler, with his two hand Sword

drawne, with all {peed ran into the ftreet, and manfully
K
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let flie at Auflen Bagger, who moft brauely defended
himfelfe, and prefently clofed with him, and ftroke vp
his heeles, and cut him ouer the breech, and trode vpon
him, and moft grieuoufly hurt him vnder his feet : yet
in the end Auffen of his good nature gaue him his
life, and there left hin. This was the firft and laft fight
that euer Signior Rocco made, fauing once at Queene
Hith he drew his Rapier vpon a waterman, where he
was throughly beaten with Oares and Stretchers, but
the oddes of their weapons were as great againft his Ra-
pier, as was his two hand Sword againft Auften Bag-
gers Sword and Buckler, therefore for that fray he was
to be excufed.

Then came in Vincentio and Ieromimo,, they taught
Rapier-fight at the Court, at London, and in the coun-
trey, by the {pace of feauen or eight yeares or therea-
bouts.Thefe two Ifalian Fencers, efpecially Uincentis,
{aid that Englithmen were ftrong men, but had no cun-
ning, and they would go backe too much in their fight,
which was great difgrace vnto them.Vpon thefe words
of difgrace againft Englithmen, my brother Zody Siluer
and my felfe, made challenge againft them both, to play
with them at the fingle Rapier, Rapier and Dagger, the
fingle Dagger, the fingle Sword, the Sword and Target,
the Sword and Buckler, & two hand Sword , the Staffe,
battell Axe, and Morris Pike, to be played at the Bell
Saua ge vpon the Scaffold, where he that went in his
fight fafter backe then he ought, of Englifhman or Ita-
Lian, fhold be in danger to breake his necke off the Scaf-
fold. We caufed to that effe@, fiue or fixe {core Bils of
challenge to be printed, and fet vp from Southwarke to
the Tower, and from thence through London vato Wefi-

minfler,
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minfler, we were at the place with all thefe weapons at
the time apointed, within a bow fhot of their Fence
{choole: many gentlemen of good accompt, caried ma-
nie of the bils of chalenge vnto them, telling them that
now the Sz/uers were at the place appointed, with all
their weapons, looking for them, and-a multitude of
people there to behold the fight, faying vnto them, now
come and go with vs (you fhall take no wrong) or elfe
you are fhamed for euer. Do the gentlemen what they
could, thefe gallants would not come to the place of
triall.I verily thinke their cowardly feare to anfwere this
chalenge, had vtterly fhamed them indeed, had not the
maifters of Defence of London, within two or three
daies after, bene drinking of bottell Ale hard by V-
centos {choole, in a Hall where the Ifa/ians muft of ne-
ceflitie pafie through to go to their {choole: and as they
were comming by, the maifters of Defence did pray
them to drinke with them, but the Ifa/zans being verie
cowardly, were afraide, and prefently drew their Ra-
piers: there was a pretie wench ftanding by, that loued
the Italians , the ran with ourcrie into the ftreet, helpe,
helpe, the I#alians are like to be flaine : the people with
all {peede came running into the houfe, and with their
Cappes and fuch things as they could get, parted the
fraie, for the Englith maifters of Defence, meant no-
thing lefle then to foile their handes vpon thefe two
faint-hartedfellowes. The next morning after, all the
Court was filled, that the Italian teachers of Fence had
beaten all the maifters of Defence in London, who {fet v-
pon them in a houfe together. This wan the Ifa/zan Fen-
cers their credit againe, and thereby got much,ftill con-
tinuing their falfe teaching to Ktht end of their liues.
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This Uimcentio proued himfelfe a tout man not
long before he died, that it might be feene in his life
time he had bene a gallant, and therefore no maruaile
he tooke vpon him fo highly to teach Englithmen to
fight, and to fet forth bookes of the feates of Armes. V-
pon a time at #els in Somerfetfhire, as he wasin great
brauerie amongft manie gentlemen of good accompt,
with great boldnefle he gaue out {peeches, that he had
bene thus manie yeares in England, and fince the time
of his firft comming, there was not yet one Englifh-
man, that could once touch him at the fingle Rapier, or
Rapier and Dagger. A valiant gentleman being there
amongft the reft, his Englifth hart did rife to heare this
proude boafter, fecretly fent a meflenger to one Bart/o-
lomew Bramble a friend of his, a verie tall man both of
his hands and perfon, who kept a fchoole of Defence in
the towne, the meflenger by the way made the maifter
of Defence acquainted with the mind of the gentleman
that fent for him, and of all what Uzncentir had faid,this
maifter of Defence prefently came, and amongft all the
gentlemen with his cap off, prayed maifter Vincentio,
that he would be pleafed to take a quart of wine of him.
Uincento verie {cornefully looking vpon him, faid vnto
him.Wherefore fhould you giue me a quart of wine?
Marie Sir, faid he, hecaufe I heare you are a famous man
at your weapon. Then prefently faid the gentleman
that {fent for the maifter of Defence: Maifter ¥ incentio,
I pray you bid him welcome, he is a man of your pro-
teflion. My profeflion faid Pincentio? what is my profef-
fion. Then faid the gentleman, he is 2 maifter of the no-
ble {cience of Defence. Why faid maifter Vincetio, God
make him a good man.But the maifter of Defence wold

not
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not thus leaue him, but prayed him againe he would bg
pleafed to take a quart of wine of him.The faid Vincétso,
I haue no need of thy wine. Then faid the maifter of De-
fence: Sir I haue a {choole of Defence in the towne, will
it pleafe you to go thither. Thy {choole, faid maifter
Vincentio? what fhall I do at thy fchoole? play with me
(faid the maifter) at the Rapier and Dagger, if it pleafe
you, Play with thee faid maifter Vincents? if I play with
thee, I will hit thee 1. 2. 3. 4. thruftes in the eie toge-
ther. Then faid the maifter of Defence, if you can do fo,
it is the better for you, and the worfe for me, but furely
I can hardly beleeue that you can hit me: but yet once
againe I hartily pray you good Sir, that you will go to
my {choole, and play with me. Play with thee faid mai-
{ter Vincentio (verie {fcornefully?) by God me fcorne to
play with thee. With that word {corne, the maifter of
Detence was verie much moued, and vp with his great
Englith fift, and ftroke maifter Vincentio fuch a boxe on
the eare that he fell ouer and ouer, his legges iuft a-
gainit a Butterie hatch, whereon ftood a great blacke
Iacke: the maifter of Defence fearing the worft, againft
Vincentio his rifing, catcht the blacke Iacke into his
hand, being more then halfe full of Beere. Vincentio lu-
ftily ftart vp, laying his hand vpon his Dagger, & with
theother hand pointed with his finger, faying, very well:
I will caufe to lie in the Gaile for this geare, 1. 2. 3
4. yeares. And well faid the maifter of Defence, fince
you will drinke no wine, will you pledge me in Beere? I
drinke to all the cowardly knaues in England, and 1
thinke thee to be the verieft coward of them all: with
that he caft all the Beere vpon bim: notwithftanding
Vincentio hauing nothing but his guilt Rapier, and
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E)agger about him, and the other for his defence the
blacke Iacke, would not at that time fight it out : butthe
next day met with the maifter of Defence in the ftreete,
and faid vnto him, you remember how mifufed a me
yefterday, you were to blame, me be an excellent man,
me teach you how to thruft two foote further then anie
Englithman, but firft come you with me: then he
brought him to a Mercers thop, and faid to the Mercer,
let me fee of your beft filken Pointes, the Mercer did
prefently fthew him fome of feauen groates a dozen,
then he payeth fourteene groates for two dozen, and
faid to the maifter of Defence, there is one dozen for
you, and here is another for me. This was one of the va-
lianteft Fencers that came from beyond the feas, to
teach Englifhmen to fight, and this was one of the man-
lieft frayes, that I haue hard of, that euer he made in
England, wherin he thewed himfelfe a farre better man
in his life, then in his profeffion he was, for he profefled
armes, but in his life a better Chriftian. He fet forth in
print a booke for the vfe of the Rapier and Dagger, the
which he called his practtife, I haue read it ouer ,and be-
caufe I finde therein neither true rule for the perfelt
teaching of true fight, not true ground of true fight, nei-
ther fence or reafon for due proofe thereof, I haue
thought it friuolous to recite any part therin contained :
yet that the truth hereof may appeare, let two mé being
wel experienced in the Rapier and Dagger fight, choofe
any of the beft branches in the fame booke, & make trial
with force and agility, without the which the truth be-
tweene the true & falfe fight cannot be knowne, & they
fhall find great imperfections therein. And againe, for
proofe that there is no truth, neither in his rules, grouds

or
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or Rapier-fight, let triall be made in this maner: Set two Preefes again/?

vnskilfull men together at the Rapier and Dagger, be- "

ing valiant, and you fhall fee, that once in two boutes
there thall either one or both of them be hurt. Then fet
two skilfull men together, being valiant at the Rapier
and Dagger, and they thall do the like. Then fet a skilful
Rapier and Dagger-man the beft that can be had, and a
valiant man hauing no skill together at Rapier & Dag-
ger, and once in two bouts vpon my credit in all the ex-
perience I haue in fight, the vnskilful man, do the other
what he can for his life to the contrarie, thall hurt him,
and moft commonly if it were 1n continuance of fight,
you fhall fee the vnskilfull man to haue the aduantage.
And if T {hould chufe a valiant man for {eruice of the
Prince, or to take part with me or anie friend of mine
in a good quarrell, I would chufe the vnskilfull man, be-
ing vnencombred with falfe fights, becaufe fuch a man

ftandeth free in his valour with ftrength and agilitie ot

bodie, freely taketh the benefit of nature, fighteth moft
braue, by loofing no oportunitie, either foundly to hurt
his enemie, or defend himfelfe, but the other {tanding
for his Defence, vpon his cunning Italian wardes, Pon-~
tareuer/a, the Imbrocata, Stocata, and being faft tyed vn-
to thefe falfe fightes, ftandeth troubled in his wits, and
nature therby racked through the largenefie or falfe ly-
ings or Spaces, whereby he 1s in his fight as 2 man halfe
maimed, loofing the oportunity of times & benefit of
nature, & whereas before being ignorant of thefe falie
Rapier fightes, ftanding in the free libertie of nature
giuen him by god, he was able in the field with his wea-
po to anfwere the valiante{t man in the world, but now

being tied vnto that falfe fickle vncertaine fight, there-
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by hath loft in nature his freedome, is now become
{carce halfe a man, and euerie boye in that fight is be-
come as good a man as himf{elfe,

leromsmo this gallant was valiant, and would fight
indeed, and did, as you fhall heare. He being in a Coch
with a wench that he loued well, there was one Cheefe,
a verie tall man, in his fight naturall Englifh, for he
fought with his Sword and Dagger, and in Rapier-fight
bad no skill at all. This Chez/e hauing a quarrell to Ze-
ronimo, ouertooke him vpon the way, himfelfe being on
horfebacke, did call to Zeronimo, and bad him come
forth of the Coch or he would fetch him, for he was
come to fight with him. Jeronimo prefently went forth
of the Coch and drew his Rapier and dagger, put him-
{elf into his beft ward or Sfocata, which ward wastau ght
by himfelfe and Vincentio, and by them beft allowed of,
to be the beft ward to ftand vpon in fight for life, either
to affault the enemie, or ftand and watch his comming,
which ward it thould feeme he ventured his life vpon,
but how{oeuer with all the fine Italienated skill Jerons-
mo had, Cheefe with his Sword within two thruftes ran
him into the bodie and flue him. Yet the Italian tea-
chers will fay, that an Englithma cannot thruft ftrai ght
with 2 Sword, becaufe the hilt will not fuffer him to put
the forefinger ouer the Crofle, nor to put the thumbe
vpon the blade, nor to hold the pummell in the hand,
- Wwhereby we are of neceffitie to hold faft the handle in
the hand : by reafon whereof we are driuen to thruft
both compafle and thort, whereas with the Rapier they
can thruft both ftraight and much further then we can

with the Sword, becaufe of the hilt: and thefe be therea-
fons they make againft the Sword.

FINIS.
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TO THE READER.

MRy Or as much as in my padoxes of Defence |
PO MY hauc admonyfhed Men toteke heede of falfe
(E“ ' ,‘iﬁ. teachers of Defence, yet once againe in

o J ~ P thefe my bref inftructions I do the lyke, be-
52255 caufe Diuers have wryten books treating of
the noble fcience of Defence , wherin they rather teach
offence then Defence, rather fhewing men therby how
to be flayne than to defend them felues fro the Dang* of
their enemys, as we may dayly fe to the great grief &
ouerthrowe of many braue gentlemen & gallent ofor
ever vitorious nation of great brytaine, And therfore
for the great loue & Care y* I haue for the well Doingéc
p*f,vation of my Countrymen, feeing their Dayly ruens
& vtter ourthrow of Diu™ gallant gent: & others we
truft only to that Impfyt fyght of y* Rapior, yeafe al-
though they Deyly fe their owne ou'throwes & flaugh-
ter therby, yet becaus they are trayned vp therin, they
thinke & do fully pfwade them felues that ther 18 no
fight fo excelent & wher as amongft div's other their
oppynyonsytleadeth them to this errous on of y* cheifeft
is, becaufe ther be fo many flayne w* thefe weapons &

therfore they hold them fo exelent, but thefe thingesdo
L
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M |

»
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éﬁeiﬂy happen, firft becaufe their fyght is Imprfyt for
that they vie nether the prfyt gronds of true fyght,
nether yet the 4 gou'nors w'out we® no man can fight
faf, nether do they vfe fuch other rules wed are required
in the right vfe nfy priyt defence, and alfo their weapons
for y° moft prte beinge of an Imprfyt length, muft of
neceflytie make an Imprfyt Defence becaufe they Can-
not vie them in due tyme & place, for had thefe valerous
mynded men the right prfeCtion of the true fyght wt
the thort fword, & alfo of other weapons of prfyt length,
I know y* men would com faffer out of the field fro
fuch bloddye bankets & that fuch would be their prfec-
tions her in, that it would faue many 100 mens lyues.
" But how fhould men lerne prfetion out of fuch rules
as are nothing els but very Imprfectio it felf. And as
it is not fyt for a man w* defyreth y© clere lyght of
the Day to go downe into the bottom of a deepe &
Darke Dungion, belyvinge to fynd it there, fo is it as
Impofiyble for men to fynd the prfyt knowledge of this
noble {cience wher as in all their teachings every thinge
1s attempted & alted vpo Imprfyt rules, for ther is but
one truth in all things, we® I wifh very hartely were
taught & pra&zﬁd hereamongft vs, &y* thofe Imprfyt
& murtherous kynde of falfe fyghts might be by them
abolylhed. Leaue now to quaf & gull any Longer of
that fylthy brynyth puddle, feeing yo may now drink of
y* frefh & clere {prynge.

O that men for their Defence would but geve their
mynde to pradtife the true fyght in deed, & lerne to bere
true brytifh wards for thire defence, weh yf they had it
in prfyt practyfe, I {peak it of myne owne knowledge y*
thofe Impriyt Italyon Devyfes w* rapyor & ponyard

would



To the Reader.

would be clene caft afyde & of no account of al fuch as
blind offeftions do not lead beyond the bonds of reafon.
Therfore for the verye zealous & vnfayned loue y* 1
beare vato yo* high & royal prfon my Cuntrymen pytti-
ing their caufes y* {o many braue men {hould be dayly
murthered, & fpoyled for want of true knowledge of
this noble fcience & not as fom Imagyn to be, only y*
excelence of y© rapior fyght, & wher as my padoxes of
defence is to the moft {orte as a darke ryddle in many
things ther in fet downe, therfore I have now thisfecond
tyme taken fom paynes to write thefe few breef Inftruc-
tions ther vppo wher by they may the better attayne to
the truth of this fcyence & laying open here all fuch
things as was fom thinge Intrycat for them to vndr ftand
in my p'doxes & therfor y* I haue the ful prfeftio &
“knowledge of the prfyt vie of all mann' of weapons, it
Doth embolden me here in to wryte for the better In-
ftrutio of the Vnfkylfull,

And I haue added to thefe my breef Inftrutions
c'taine necefarie admonytions we I with every man not
only to know but alfo to obf ‘ve & follow, Chiefly al fuch
as are defyrous to enter into the right viage & know-
ledge of their weapons, & alfo I haue thought it good
to Annexe here vnto my p‘doxes of Defence becaufe in
thefe my bref Inftructions, I haue referred y* reader to
div®s rules ther in {et down.

This haue I wryten for an Infallible truth & a note of
remembrance to o gallant gent: & others of of brave
mynded Nation of great bryttaine, we® bere a mynde to
defend them felues & to wyn honour in the feeld by
their Ations of armes & fyngle Combats. .

And know yt I write not this for vaineglorie, but out

)
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of An entyre loue y* I owe vnto my natyve Cuntrymen,
as on who lamentith their Lofles, forrye yt fo great an
errour fhould be fo Carefully noryihed as a frpant in their
bofoms to their vtt* confulyo, as of long tyme haue byn
feene, wher as yf they would but feeke the truth her in
they were eafyly abolyfhed, therfore follow the truth &
fly Ignorance,

And confyd® y* learnyng hath ncﬁater enem!c than
Ignorance, nether can the vanfky cuer Judge the
truth of my arte to them unknowen, beware of rath
Judgment & accept my laboursas thankfully as I beftow
them willingly, cenfuer me Juftly, let no man Difpife
my worke herin Caufeles, & fo I refere my felf to the
cenfuer of fuch as are {kylful herin & fo I comyt yo to
the prtection of the almyghty Jehovah.

yo™ in al loue & fryendly Affectio,
| (GEORGE SYLUER.



BRAVE GALLANTS OF GREAT
BRITAINE AGAINST QUARREILS &
BRAULES WRITEN BY GEGRGE SILUER.

GENT.,.

2o Gt Heras I have declaired in my prdoxes of de-
Ao i\vﬂ fence of the falfe teachinge of the noble
ARy fcyence of defence vied here by the Italyon

f-s”; ;‘;‘-‘i" fencerswilling men therin totakeheed how
Lol A they trufted ther vato wt fuffytient reafons
& profs why.

And wher as ther wasabooke wryten by Vincentiozan
Italio teacher whofe yll viinge Em&ifﬂs & vnikyifull
teaching were fuch y* it hath coft the lyves of many of
of brave gentlemen & gallants, the vnc'taintye of whofe
falfe teaching doth yet remayne to y* dayly murthering
& ouer throw of many, for he & the reft of them did not
teach Defence but offence, as it doth playnlye appere
by thofe yt follow the fame Imprfﬂt fyght according to
their teaching or inftrucios by the orders from them
prceedinge, E::r be the aétors y* follow them neuer fo
priytor tiy]full therin one or both u£ them are eyther

3
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fore hurt or flaine in their Incountrs & fyghts, & yf they
alledge y* we vie it not rightly according to y© priectic
therof, & therfore cannot defend of felues, to we | an-
fwer yf themfelues had had any prfettion therin, & that
theif teaching had byn a truth, themfelues would not
have byn beaten & flayne in their fyghts, & vfing of
their weapons, as they were. - |
- And therfore I proue wher.a man by their teaching
can not be faf in his defence following their owne
groundeof fyghtthen is their teaching offence &not de-

tence;, for:in true fyght sgaindt the beft no burt can be

don . And yf both haue the full prfection of true fyght,
then the one will not be able to hurt the other at what
priyt weapon fo ever. | . | -

For it cannot be fayd y* yf a man go to the feld &can-
not be furetodefend him felf in ight&tocom faf home,
yf goid be not againft him whither he fyght w*a man of
fkyll or no flgl it may not be faidyt fach aman s Mafl’
of the Noble feyence of defence, or that he-hath the
prieétion of true fyght, for yf bothrhaue the priettion of
their weapons, yf by any Device, on thould be able to
hurt the other, ther were no prfeétion in the fyght of
weapons, & this firmely hold in yo' mynd for a generall
rule, to be the hayth &'prfettion of the true handling of
al maner of weapons, - .ol L

And alfo wheras y* faid Vincentio in y* fame booke
hath written difcours of honour & honourable quarrels
making many reafons to prve meanes & wayes to enter
y* feeld & cabat , both for the lye & other difgraces, al
web diabolicall devyces tendeth only to villayne & dif~
truction as hurtynge, Maymynge & Murtheringe or
kyHlinge, . -

- Aﬁﬁymatilng
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Annymating y* mynds uf';nng: gentlemen & gallants
to follow thofe rules to maintaine their honors & credits,
but the end ther of for the moft prte is eyther kyllinge or
hanginge or both to their vtter vndoinge & great gref of
themfelues, & their friends, but then to late to cfll it a-
gaine. they confyder not the tyme & place that we lyue
in, nor do not throughly looke into the danger of the
lawe til it be to late, & for that in diuers other cuntryes
in thefe things they have a Jarger {cope than we have in
thefe our dayes. |
Therfore it behoveth vs not upo every abufe offered
wher by o' bloud fhalbe Inflamed, or o' choler kindled
piently w' the fword or w* the ftabb, or by force of
Armes to feeke Revenge , w 1s the propre nature of
wild beafls in their rage {o to do, bcinﬂnyde of the vie
of reafon, wek thinge fhould not be in Men of difcreatio
fo much to Degenerate, but he y* wil not endure an In-
iurye, but will feeke revenge, then he ought to do it by
Cyvill Order & prof , by good & holfom lawes, wt are
ordayned for fuch Caufes, w*® is a thinge far more fyt &
requifted in a place of fo Cyvell 2 gou'nment as we lyve
in, thenis theother, & who {o follow!thefe my Admony-
cionsfhalbe accounted asvalyent 2 Man as heytfyghteth
& farr wyfer. for I fee no reafon why a Man %huuld
adventure hys lyf & eftate upé every tryfle, but fhould
rather put vp diu’s abufes offered vnto him, becaufe it is
agreeable both to the Lawes of god & o" Cuntrye.
- Why thould not words be Anfwered wtwords againe,
but yf a Man by his enemye be charged wt blowes then
may he Lawfully feeke the beft meanes to defend him
felf, & Infuch a Cafe T hold it fyt to vie his fkyll & to
thow his force by his Deeds, yet fo, y* his dealynge be
not
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not w* full Rygour to the others confufyon yf poffyble it
may be elchewed.

Alfotake heed howyoappoyntthe field w!yo' Enemye
publickly becaufe o Lawes do not prmyt yt, neyther
appoint to meet him in pryvat fort left yo wounding
him he accufe yo of fellownye faying you have robbed
him &c. Or he may laye companye clofely to Murther
}ruud& then to report he dyd yt him {elf valyently in the
eeld.

Alo take heed of thyne Enemyes Stratagems, left he
fynd Meanés to make yo to looke a fyde vpo fomthing,
or caife y6 to thew whether yo have on a p'vye Coate,
& fo when yo Looke from him, he hurt or kyll you.

Take not armes vpo cuery light occalyon, let not one
fryend vpon a word or a tryfle violate another but Jet
ech man zealouily embrace fryendfhyp , & turne not
famylyaritie into ftrangnes, kyndnes into mallice , nor
Ioue into hatred , norith not thefe firange & vnnaturall
Alterations.

Do not wyckedly refolue one to feeke the others
ou'throwe, do not confyrme to end thy Mallice by fyght |
becaufe for the moft prte y* endeth by Death.

- Confyder when thefe things were molft vfed in former
Ages they fought not fo much by envye the ruen & dif-
truétion on of another, they never tooke tryall by fword
but in defence of Innocencye to maintayne blotlefs
honour,

Do not vpon Euery tryfle make an Action of revenge,
or of Defyance.

Go not into the feeld wt thy fryend at his Intreatye to
take his prte but firft know y* mann’ of y® quarrell how
Juftly or vniuftlye it grow, & do not ther in maintaine

wronge
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wrongeagainft ryght, but examyne the caufe of the con-
travercye , & yf ther be reafori*fur-his ragé to lead him
to yt mortall refolution.

Yet be the caufe never {6 Juft, go not w* him neyther
further nor fuffer him to fight yf pofiyble it may by any
meanes be otherwyfc ended & wyll him not to enter into
fo dangerous an aftion, but leue it till neccefytie re-
quireth it, |

And this I hold to be the beft Courfe for it is fool-
ifhnes & endlefle troble to caft a ftone at euerye Dogge
y* barks at you. this noble ftyence is got to caitfe on
man to abu{g snother Tﬁfﬁ’dﬁﬁﬁyﬁé but to vie it in their
neceflyties to defend them in their Juft Caufes & to
maintaine their honour & Credits.

Therfore flye al rafhnes, pryde, & doynge of Iniurie
all foule faults & errours herin, p'fume not on this, &
therbye to think it lawfull to offer Iniurye to Anye,
think not yorfelf Invincible, but confyder yt often 2
verye wretch hath kylled a taule man; but Ke y* hath
humanytie, the more skylful he is in this noble fcience,
the more humble, modeft, & Vrtuous he thould fhew
him felf -both in {peech & Action, no lyer, no vaunter
~ nor quarreller, for thefe are the caufes of Wounds, Dif-
honour & Death. | |

Yf you talke wt great mren of honourable qualitic wt
fuch chiefly haueregarde to frame yorfpeeches & Anfwer
fo reverent, yt a foolifh word, or froward Anfwer geve
no occafyon of offence for often they breed Deadly ha-
tred, Cruell murthers & extreem ruens &c.

Ever fhun al occafyons of quarrels, but marfhall men
cheiflye generals & great comanders thould be exelent

skyifull in the noble fcience of defence, therby to be
M
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able to anfwer quarrels, Combats & Chalenges in De-
fence of their prince & Cuntry.

Vale.

Bref Inflruéfions vps my pradoxes of Defence for the
true handlyng of all Mann' of weapons together
w' the fower grownds & the fower gounors
w” gouernours are Ileft out in my
pradoxes wout the knowledge of

w* no Man can fight faf.
Cap. L

The fower grownds or | 1. | Fudgment
principls of ¥ true | 2. | Diflance
Jyght at all manner of | 3. | Tyme
Weapons are thefe 4,viz. | 4. | Place.

WS ALY He reafon wherof thefe 4 grownds or prnci-

> 2 EE“) ples be the fyrft & cheefeft, are the follow-

X g inge, becaufe through Judgment, yG kepe
%{'{: ;%‘ yo* dyftance, through Diftance yo take yor

E W iy ird

Tyme, through Tyme yo fafly wyne or
gayne the Place of yo* adufarie, the Place beinge woon
or gayned yo haue tyme fafly eyther to ftryke, thruft,
ward, cloze, grype, {lyp or go back, in the w tyme
yor enemye is difapoynted to hurt yo, or to defend him-
{elf, by reafon that he hath loft his true Place, the rea-
fon y* he hath loft his True place is by the length of
Tyme
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Tyme through the numbs of his feet, to w he is of
neceflytie Dryven to yt wilbe Agent.

The 4 gou'nors are thefe v follow.

1. The fyrft gounor is Judgment wd is to know when
yor Adverfarie can reach you, & when not, & when yo
can do the lyke to him, & to know by the goodnes or
badnes of his lyinge, what he can do, & when & how
he can priorme it.

2. The fecond gou'nor is Meafure. Meafure is the better
to know how to make yof {pace true to defend yor felf,
or to offend yo* enemye.

3. The third & fourth goufners is a twyfold mynd when
yo prefs in on yo* enemye, for as yo have a mynd to go

4. forwarde, fo yo muft haue at y* inftant a mynd to fly
backwarde vpo any a&tion yt {halbe oftered or don by yo’

adurfarie.

Certaine general rules w* mufy be obfyved in yf
prive vfe of al kynde of weapons.

33 Yrft when you com into the feeld to encounter
% J§ wt yor Enemy, obfyve wel the {cope, Even-
] e=ic) nes & vneunnes of yo' grounde, put yo'felf in
R®% redyneswiyoT weapon, before yorenemye Com
wtin diftance, fet the fvnn in his face travers yf pofiible
yo can f{till remembrynge yo' gou'nors.

2. Letal yo lyinge be fuch as fhal beft like ﬁﬂrﬁelﬂ euer
confyderinge out what fyght yo' Enemye chargeth yg,
but be fure to kepe yo' diftance, fo yt nether hed, Armes,

M 2
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| hands, body, nor legges be wtin hys reach, but y* he
f‘Pfﬁfﬂﬁffﬁﬂ,"muR tyrft of neceflytie put in his foote or feet, at web
P AP tyme y6 haue the Choyle of iij Aions by the web y3&
may endang”® him & go free yo'felf.

“Hiscomingein : - . ¢
A The fyrft is to firike or thruft at him, at yt inftant

membered thar iv  When he haue gayned yo the place by his cominge in
Silver's time the 2, 'The fecond is to ward, & Aftf to ftrike or thruft from

funge twas un- ¢ . ) ;
knogun, at leaft 1o Y5 remembﬂ“gﬁ Yo gou'nors

Englifp fencers, 3. T he thyrd is to flippe alyttle backe & to ftrike or

& the only move-  thruft after h
ments of the feet ult alter y.

ere Sean s but euer remember y' in the fyrft motion of your
paf D B y Y

g?' :;:r.ﬁf::ayzu,” Adverlarye towarde yo, y* yo {lyde a lyttle back fo fhall
ID it

“J?il:j:'j” M?Jﬂfa ya bE prpl-ﬂd iIl dﬂﬁ t}’mﬁ to Prfﬂrme anyﬂ' Uf ‘[hﬂ iij
ruted a grear A LtiONs Aforefaid, by difappointynge him of his true

ﬁ;f’:f’::jf;} y,dPlRCfi-.- whereby yo fhall faflye defend yo'felfe & en-
the altack. HHgE]‘ hlm.

“Pafes” were  remember alfo yt yf through fear or polyfye, he firike
Sepseither for- or thruftthort, & ther wt go back, or not go back, follow

wards or back-

wards andrbe DM vpon yof twofold goutnors, fo fhall yor warde &

“traverfes”  {lype be prformed in lyke mann?® as before, & yo'felf
were fepsin a {til be {af, Y ¥

lateral direflion.

 Slips™ were Kepe yo' dyftance & fuffer not yo' adufarie to wyn 3.
drtle fpori fieps o1 oayne the place of you, for yt he thall {o do, he may

either lateral or
Sachevards. endanger to hurt or kyll you.

Thefe mavements  Know y* the place is, when on may fitryke or thruit
:f;’i;‘ﬁg;j‘; home w'out puttinge in of his foot.

attack. Yt may be obiected againft thys laft ground, yt men
“Towgnorgayne do often ftrike & thruft at the half fword & yet the

e placesie. b fame is priytly defended, where to T anfwer vt that de-

Eij‘;i;;’f;f”*' fence is prfytly made by reafon y* the warder hath his
true {pace before the ftryker or thrufter is in his force

or entred into his ation.
Therfore
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Thetfore alwaies do p'vent both blow & thruft, the Space” istée

O hickh
blow by true fpace, & the thruft by narrow fpace y* is ,j’f};‘;ﬁﬁﬁﬂrﬁ
true croffinge it before the fame cominto their full force, sas 2o traverse in
other wylfe the hand of the Agent beinge as fwyft as y° ;ﬁ;ﬁ;‘i{r o
hand of the patient, the hand of y* Agent beinge the sser: shes
fyr{t mou', muft of neceflytie ftrike or thruft y* prte of frem “medinm

y¢ patient w® fhalbe ftryken or thruft at becaufe the ff;ﬁjf;ﬂ;;d

tyme of y! hand to the tyme of y® hand, beinge of lyke ¢ s “narrow
{wyftnes the fyr{t mou® hath y® aduantage. Jpace,” while

from “iierce” to

When yo' enemy fhal prefs vpon you, he wilbe Open-u i im, 7 o
in one place or other, both at fyngal & dubble weapon, from “/econde”
or at the leaft he wilbe to weake in his ward vpon fuch 2 72 o very
prlinge, then ftrike or thruft at fuch open or weakeft «ayde jpace.”
prte vt yo thal fynd neereft.

When y6 attempt to wyn the place, do it vpon gard,
remembringe yo' goumnors, but when he prfleth vpo yo
& gayneth yo The place, then ftrike or thruft at him g ,im 431 or
in his comynge in, thruff.

Or yf he fhal ftryke or thruft at yo, then Ward it,

& ftryke or thruft at him from yo* warde, & fly backe ?ﬂ'} and
Inftantly accordinge to yo' goutnors, fo thall yo efcape s 42;

y g Yo g 3 Y P€ Sitver is very
faflie, for that the fyr{t Motion of the feete backwarde rarefil roem-
is more {wyft, then the firft motion of the feet forwarde, P’E"f}{i the ]

. -~ weceffity of “fly

wher by yof regreflyon wilbe more fwyfter, then his ;g sucke i
courfe in prgreflyon to Anoye you, the reafon 1s, that gf”fﬂﬁ_ﬂw?,
in the fyrft motyon of his prgreffyon his Numb* & 2777 o
Waight is greater then yo™ are, in yor firft motyon of whether iz se
yo' regreflyon, neu'thelefs al men knowe that the cn-{ﬁ;{;ﬁ" or
tynual courfe of the feet forwarde is more {fwyft then
the Contynuall Courfe of y© feet back wards.
. yf yor enemye lye in varyable fyght, & ftryke or Timebists

thruft at y& then be fure to kepe yo' Diftance & ftrike thrafts.

M 3 '
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or thruft at fuch open prte of him as are neereft vnto
you, viz, at the hand, Arme, hed, orlegg of him, & go
back wt all |
yf ij men fight at varyable fyght, & f w'in diftance,
they muﬁ both be hurt, for in fuch fig ht they Cannot
make a true Crofle, nor haue tyme trulye to Judge, by
realon y* the fwyft motyon of the hand, beinge a {wyfter
 moue’, then the eye Deceyveth the eye, at what weapon
{oeuner yo fhal fyght wtall, 2s in my pradoxes of defence
in the chapter therof doth appere.
The “grype” & Looke to the grype of yof Enemye, & vpo his {lype
the feizing of the & )
Jwird-bis wirs  take fuch warde as thal bett fyt your hand, from weh
the left band,— warde {rike or thruft, {til remembrynge yor gouernors,
ﬁ; ;j;ﬂf‘y@ “ yfyocanIndirectyorenemyeat any kynde of weapon,
prefa,” or grip-  then yo haue the aduantage, becaufe he muft moue his
meﬁgﬂffff feet to diret him felf Againe, & y6 in the meane tyme
f;mg:f;; may ftrike or thruft at him, & fly out faft, before he

Jine mail,was  can offer anything at you, his tyme wilbe {o longe.
Jumetimes ufed. When you fhall Ward blow or thruft, made at yo

ToindireF7 i
10 cither right or left prte, wt any kynd of weapon, rememb* to

manaure or Draw yo™ hynde foot a lyttle cfculerlye, from that
Jorct bim fron prte to wet the fame fhalbe made, wher by yo fhall

the true fine of

dire Fion, make yor defence the more prfyt, & fhal {tand the more
A Demi-wolte.  Apt to ftrike or thruft from yt.

7

8.

10.
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A declaration of al the 4 generall fyghts to be
vfed w' the fword at dubble or fyngle,
fonge or fhort, & w' Certaine
Pticuler rules to them
Annexed.

Cap. 3.

. A5G Pen fyght 1s to Carrye yo* hand & hylt a loft The “ Guardia
o (@2 Y aboue yo* hed, eyther w* poynt vpright, or aisa” of Maroz-

AN : ) zo £ “Terna
AXY g/ point backwards weh 1s beft, yet vie that web g:ara"fa"q;

d yo fhall fynd moit apteft, to ftrike, thruft, or Vigeran:

ward.
. Gardant fyght in gentall is of 1j forts, y*© fyrft is true 4 bonging”
gardant fyght, we is eyther priytor Imprfyt, guard.

“True gardam™

The prfyt is to carry yof hand & hylt aboue yo hed ;, ; High prime.
wt yo' poynt doune to wards yo* left knee, w* yo* fword
blade fomewhat neer yof bodye, not bearing out your
poynt, but rather declynynge ia 2 lytile towards yof
{aid knee, y* yor enemye crofe not yor poynt & fo hurt Commasc.
you, ftand bolt vpright in this fyght, & yf he offer to
prefle in then bere yor hed & body a lyttle backwarde.

The Imprfyt is when yo bere yof Kand & {word hylt To fand with the
priyt hayth aboue yof hed, as aforefayd but leanynge j.jfi ifﬂ’i ,
or ftoopinge forwarde wt yor body & therby yo' fpace™inperfes”
wilbe to Wyde on both fyds to defend the blow ftryken #o#
at the left fyde of yo" hed or to wyde to defend a thruft
from the ryght {fyde of the body,

Alfo it is Imprfyt, yf yo bere yof hand & hylt as
aforefayd, berynge yo' poynt to farr out from yor knee,

{o yt yor enemy May Crofs, or ftrike Afyde yo' poynt,
& therby endanger you,
The
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“Baffardgar-  'The fecond is baftard gardant fyght web 1sto Carrye
jf;; ﬁiﬁjﬂi‘; yo© hand & hylt below yof hed, breft hye or lower wt
more central,  yOF poynt downwarde towarde yo* left foote, this baftard
gardant ward is not to be vied in fyght, ecept it be to
Crofle yo™ enemyes Ward at his comynge in to take the
grype of him or fuch other advantage, as in diu's placs
of y¢ fword fyght is fet forth.
Clofe fyght is when yo 0 Crofs at y¢ half fword t:ythcr 3.
“ Fﬂ;ﬁffﬂﬂ’ aboue at forehand ward y* is w* poynt hye, & hande &
::Efm;:ﬁi hylt lowe, or at true or baftard gardant ward w* both
yo* poynts doun.
Clofe is all mann® of fyghts wherin yo have made a 4.
true Crofe at the half {word w* yor {pace very narrow
& not Croft, is alfo clofe fyght,
The Jiakan Variable fyght is al other mann" of lyinge not here
ﬁ,ﬁ;ﬁﬁm before {poken of, wher of thefe 4 that follow are the
Sood in England cheefeft of them.
‘;ﬁjﬂ’iiﬁfj Stocata: web is to lye w! yo* right legge forwarde, wt (1.)
& Silver bas . yOF fword or rapior hylt back on the out f{yde of yor
fﬂfd’f;ﬂ.'; mijeon- right thygh wt yor poynt forewarde to ward yofenemye,
{i:g;,;:m' wt yor dagg® in yo* other hand extendinge yor hand to
guardia”of  wards the poynt of yof rapior, holdinge yor dagg® w*
Capo Ferro. ye poynt vpright wt narrow fpace betweene yor rapior
_ blade , & the nayles of yo* dagg® hand, kepynge yor
" f rima rapior poynt back behind yor dagg® hand yf pofiyble,
‘f';-,,'; },,.:{ Or he may lye wyde helow vnd® his dagg® wt his
“Guardia alta” raplor poynt doun towards his enemyes foote, or wt

Ydera O his poynt fourth wt out his dagg.
beckapoffa’of  Imbrocata: is to lye wt yor hylt hyer then yor hed,
Marozzo. beringe ynf knuckles vpwarde, & yor point depending
“gj,zﬁ s towarde yof Enemys face or breft.
%f:jﬁer:‘. Mountanta: is to Carrye yo' rapior pummell in the

palm
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palm of yo hand refting it on yo* lyttle fynger wt yo*
hand belowe & {o movntynge 1t vp a loft, & {o to com
in w* a thruft vpo yor Enemyes face or breft, as out of

y® Imbrocata. |
Paffata; 1s eyther to pafs w' y* Stocata, or to carrye
yor fword or rapior hylt by yor right flanke, w* yor The < fBort

ngle fevord

poynt diretly againit yo' Enemyes belly, w' yor lﬂftgghﬂ was a

foote forwarde , extendinge fourth yo' dagg* hand we¢ fighs with a one-
d hand fwerd,

the poynt of yor dagger forwarde as yo do yor fword, _-.0 " .
wt narrow {pace between yof fword & daggr blade, & afifance of a de-
{o to make yor paflage vpon him, Senfroe weapon in
. the left band.
Alo any other kynd of varyable fyght or lyeinge ¢, %z,,4
whatfocuer a man can devife not here exprefled, 1sdwbéie” irany

cotayned vnder this fight. E::;};Jff:ﬁff-

affiffed by a
defenfive weapon
in vhe other,

Of the fhort fyngle fword fyght againft
the lyke weapon.

Cap. 4.

V4233 F yor enemye lye a loft, eyther in open or true A g prime.
f_'c” gardant fight, & then firike at the left {yde of
%38 yo© hed or body yo* beft ward to defend yor felf,
 is to bere itwt true gardant ward, & yf he ftrike
& com in to the cloze, or to take the grype of you yo
may then fafly take the grype of him as 1t appereth in

the chapter of the grype, _ A direst
but yf he do ftrike & not com in, then inftantly vpo “ripefe.”

yor ward, vncrofe & ftrike him either on the right or *£lyout” jug-
gefls alateral

left fyde of y© hed, & fly out inftantly.  movement of the
Yf yo bere this wt forhand ward, be fure to ward his feet, éus mighs

alfo mear a back-

blowe, or kepe yor diftance, otherwyfe he fhall decue 77"
N you '
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you wt euery falfe, ftil endangeringe yor hed, face, hand,
Armes, bodye, & bendynge knee, w' blow or thruft.
Therfore kepe well yo dyftance, becaufe yo can very
hardly deferne (being w! in dyftance), by wet fyde of
yo fword he will {tryke, nor at we of thofe prts afore-
fayd, becaufe the fwyft motion of y¢ hand deceyveth
the eye,
Afmilarguard  yfhe lye aloft & firike as aforefaid at yot head, yo may 4.
;—ﬁ”:;;ﬁ:j endanger him yf yo thruft at his hand, hilt, or Arme,
Aufirian fabre  turninge yo knuckles dounwarde, but fly back w* all in
fﬂ:ﬂf hraft in the inftant y‘yﬁ thruit,
uf,,ﬂ.,;n; we  ¥I helye aloft as aforefaid, & ftrike a loft at the left .
fuwordband,  fydeof yo'hed, yf yowil ward his blow w! forehand ward,
4 v“quorte”  then be fure to kepe yo'diftance, excepthe com foc'taine
ﬁ;ﬁf{;ﬁﬁfﬁf that yo be fure to ward his blow, at w® tyme yf he com
g rip, " in wt all, y6 may endanger him from y* ward, eyther by
blow, thruft or grype,
yf he lye a loft & yo lye a lowe wt yor fword in the 6.
varyable fyght, then yf yo offer to ward his blow made
at yor hed, wt true gardant ward yo' tyme wilbe to longe
Due in tyme to make a fure ward, for that it 1s bett’ to
bere it w* forehand ward, but be {ure tokepe yor diftance,
to make him com in w' his feet, wher by his tyme wilbe
to Ionge to do y* he intendeth.
yfij Men fight both vpo open fyght he yt firft break- 7.
eth his diftance, yf he attempt toftryke at the othershed,
fhalbe furely firyken on the hed himfelf, yf the patient
dvime bitwith - Agent ftrike ther at in his Comynge in, & flyp a lyttle
“eppefitien”  hack wt all, for yt flydinge back maketh an indireétion,
wherby yor blow Croffeth his hed, & maketh a true ward
for yorowne, thiswill yt be, becaunfe of hislength of tyme
in his comyngein,

Alfo
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8. Allo yf'1j fyght vpon open fyght, it is better for the
patient to ftrike home ftrongly at the Agents hed, when
the faid Agent (hal prefs vpon him to wyn the place then
to thruft, becaufe the blow of the patient is not only hurt-
ful to the Agent, but it alfo maketh a true Crofe to defend
his owne hed,
9. yfhe charge yo a loft, out of the open or true gardant
fyght, yf yo anfwer him w' y¢ Impriyt gardant fyght, wt
yo' body leanynge forwarde, yor {pace wilbe to wyde on
both fyde to make a true ward in due tyme, & yor arme
And body wilbe to neere vnto him, fo that wt the bend-
ing in of his body w* the tyme of hand & foote, he may
take the grype of you,
but yf yo ftand vpright in true gardant fyght, then he
cannot reach to take the grype of you, nor otherwife to
offend yo yf you kepe yo* diftance, wtout puttinge in of
his foote or feete wherin his number wilbe to great, & “Number wilbe
fo his tyme wilbe to longe, & yo in that tyme may by 550> =
puttingein of yor body take the grype of him, yfhe prefs vo mans frepsor
to com1n w'vfing only yor hand, or hand & foote, & ther pafies.
vpon yo may ftryke or thruft wt yo'fword & fly out wtall
accordinge to yor governors, fe more of this, in the chap-
ter of the grype,
10. yf hewilfhl prffe forcibly a loft vpo you, Charginge
yooutof the open fyghtortrue gardant fyght, Intendinge
to hurt y6 in the face or hed, or to take the grype of yo
Againft fuch a on, you muft vfe both gardant & open
fyght, wherby vpon euery blow or thruit that he fhall
make at you, you may from yo* wards, flrike or thruft
him on the face hed or bodye as it appeareth more at
large in the 5™ Chapter of thefe my Infirucions,
11.  yfyofyghtwton ytftandeth only vpon his gardant fyght 4 variety o

N 2 or
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Sﬂﬂfjf to be ufed or yf hefeeke to com 1n to yo by the fame fyght, then do

;’;j;f;:;h:g% yoltrike & thrutt Contynually at al mann- of open place
that {hall com neereft vnto you, {till remembringe yo
gournors, {o thall he Contynually be in dang’, & often
wounded, & weryed in that kyndof fyght, & you thalbe
faf, the reafon is, he is a c'taine marke to you, & yo are
an vncttaine marke to hym.

And furtherbecaunfe he tyeth him felf vnto on kynd of
fyght only, he fhalbe wearyed for want of Change of
lyinge, & yo by reafon of many changes fhal not only

yll fyght at eafe, & much more braue, but you haue
lykewyfe iiij fyghts to his one, to wytt, gardant, open,
clofe, & variable fyght, to his gardant only, therfore y*
fight only is not to be ftode vpon or vfed.

But yfalthis will notfue, &although he hath receyved
Many Wounds, wyl contynually run on to com in, &
forcibly breake yordyftance, then may you faffly take the
grype of him, & hurt him at yo* pleafurew* yor {word, as
appeareth in the chapter of the grype, & he can nether
hurt nor take y© grype of yo, becaufe the numbr of his
feet are to many, tobringe hishand in place in due tyme,
for fuch a on ever geueth y& the place, therfore befure to
take yof tyme herin,

In“Swordand  In the lyke fort may yo do at fword & dagg’, or fword
fg::ﬁ;; & buckler, at fuch tyme as I fay, y* yo Maye take the
Dagger” fight- grype at the fyngle fword fyght, yo may then infteed
;Eﬁ;;;f* of the grype, foundly firyke him wtyo buckleron the hed
weapon inflead of OF ftabb him w' yordage™ & inftantly eyther {tryke vp his
gripping,and irip heeles or fly out, & as he lyketh y* coolinge card to his

E’; f"f‘:‘r" hot braine, fyck fyt, fo let him com for another.
“f :; f (IEI yf ij fyght & that both lye vps the true gardant fyght
ﬁ;})', ! & that one of them will neede feek to wyn the half fword

by

I2.

I13.



Bref Inftruttions. Q3
by preflinge in, yt may yo faflye do, for vpo yt fyght the
half fworde may fafflye be woon, but he y* firft cometh in,
Muft fyrft go out, & ytpriently, otherwife his gard wilbe
to wyde aboue to defend his hed, or yf fyt for y* defence,
then wil it be to wyde vnd'neath to defend yt thruft fro
his body weh things the patient Agent may do, & fly out T# “patient
faf, & y* Agent cannot avoyd it, becaufe the moving of jf;’:;;};i}
his feet maketh his ward vnequall to defend both PItS 1D upon the defen-
due tyme, but the one or the other wilbe difceived & in fve, the “ Ageas”
danger, forhebeing Agentvponhisfirftentrancehistyme jﬁ;:f‘éf’ ome whe
(by reafon of y*numb* of his feet}, wilbe to longe, fo y* y©
. pattent Agent may firft enter into hisaétion, & the Agent
muit be of force an after doer, & therfore cannote avoyde
this offence aforefaid.
14. yf hecom in to encounter the Cloze & grype vpo y*
baftard gardant ward, then yo Maye Croffe his blade w!
yo® vpo the lyke gardant ward alfo, & as he cometh in
wt his feet & haue gayned yo the place, yo may p'fently
vncrofle & ftryke him a found blowe on y¢ hed, & fly
out inftantly, wher in he cannot offend yo by reafon of
his loft tyme, nor defend him felf vpon yor vncrofiing,
becaufe his {pace is to wyde wherby his tyme wilbe to
longe in due tyme to prvent yor blowe, this may yo do
fafly.
15. }}rrf' he ¢o in vpon the baftard gardant ward, bearing
his hylt Jower than his hed, or but breft hye or lower,
then firik him foundly on the hed wed thinge yo may
ealylye do, becaufe his {pace is to wyde in due tyme to
ward the fame.
16. yf yor Enemy charge you vpo his Stocata fyght, yo
May ly variable wt large Diftance & vnc'taine w* yo°
fword & bodye at yor pleafure, yet {o y* yo may ftryke,
N 3 thruft
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thruft or Ward, & go forth & back as occalion is, to take
y© advantage of this comynge in, whether he doth it out
of the Stocata, or paflata, w advantage yo fhalbe fure
to haue, yf yo obfrue this rule & be not to rafh in yor
;_ﬂ‘;:;?if;:f aftions, by reafon ¥t y* pumb* of his feet wilbe great, &
gm.:n_;‘h alfo becaufe when thofe ij fyghts are met together, it is
be will have 1o hard to Make a true Crofle, therfore wtout Large dyi{-
;’;‘i’ﬁf’f“fﬁ‘" dance be kept of them, Commonly they are both hurt
or flayne, becaufe in narrow diftance their hands haue
free Courfe & are not tyed to the tyme of y© foote, by
weh {wyft motion of the hand the eye is deceyved, as yo
may read more at large in the  cap: of my prdoxes
of defence.
You may alfo vie this fyght, againft the longe {word,
or longe rapior, fyngle & dubble,
vpon this ground fom thallow wytted fellow may fay,
yf the patient muft keep large diftance then he muft be
dryven to goback ftyll, to web I anfwer y* in the con-
This is exasty  tynnuall motion & travers of his ground he is to travers
the traverfe ~  circuler wyfe, forwards, backwards, vpo the right hand,
E;m;’:;,f & vpo the left hand, the we travers is {till a certaintye
tobe vied wtin him fclf, &not to be p'vented by y* Agent,
becaufe the Agent cometh one vpo an vnc'taine marke,
for when he thinketh to be fure of his purpofe, the
patient 18 fomtymes on the on {yde, & fom tymes on y*
other fyde, fomtymes to farback, & fomtymes to neere,
fo yt il the Agent muft vie the numbr of his feet web
wilbe to longe to anfwer y© hand of y® patient Agent,
& it cannot be denyed but the patient Agent by reafon
of his large diftance, ftil {feeth what y¢ Agent doth 1n
his comyng, but the Agent cannot fe what the other

doth, til the patient Agent be into his Action, therfore
to
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to late for him eyther to hurt the patient, or in due
tyme to defend him felf, becaufe he entreth his a&ic
vpo y© knowledge of the patient, but he knowt not
what y© patient Agent will do til it be to late.

yf the Agent fay y* then he wil ftand faft vpon fom
fure gard & {fomtymes moving & travffing his ground,
& kepe large diftance as y* patient do, to web I anfwer,
yt when 1j men fhal meete y* haue both the prfeGtion
of their weapons, again{t the beft no hurt canbe don,
other wife yf by any devife on thould be able to hurt
theother, then werther no prfeétion in y* vieof weapons,
this prfection of fyght being obftved, p'venteth both
clofe fyght, & al mann’ of clozes, grype & wrellling &
al mann® of {uch other devics what (o euer,

Alfo yf he charge yo vpo his Stocata, or any other
lying aft* y* fathion, w* his poynt low & large paced,
then lye yo a loft wt yor hand & hylt aboue yo© hed,
eyther true gardant, or vpo the open fight, then he can-
not reach yo yf yo kepe yor diftance w'out putting in
of his foot or feet, but yo may reach him wt the tyme
of yo* hand, or wt the tyme of your hand & body, or
of hand, body & foot, becaufe he hath al redy put in
his body wtin yo* reach & haue gayned yo the place,
& yo are at lybertye & w'out his reach, til he put in
his foot or feete, w tyme is to longe to anfwer the tyme
of yor hand, & his fpace to wyde in that place to make
a ward in due tyme to defend his hed, Armes & hande,
one of we wijbe alwaies wtin yo' reach.

note ftil in this y* yo™ weapons be both fhort of y*
Equal & convenient length of y* thort fword.

fyf out of his varyable fyght he firike at y* right or
left fyde of the hed or body, then yo' beft ward is to

bere
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Parries of bere it wt fore hand ward, otherwife yof {pace wilbe to
:;ff" fﬂ:j’f wyde & to far to make yo* ward in due tyme.

e Yf he lye variable aft® the mannr of the paffata then 20.
yf v lye a loft as is aboue faid, yo haue the Advantage,
becaufe he ytlyeth varyable cannot reach home, at hed
hand or arme, w'out putting in of his foote or teet, &
therfore it cannot be denyed, but y* he y* playeth aloft,
hath ftil the tyme of the hand to the tyme of y* foot,
web fight beinge truly handled is aduantage invincible.

Yf he lye variable vpo the Imbrocata, then makea 21.
narrow {pace wt yo' poynt vpwarde, & fodainly yf yo
can Crofe his poynt wt yo© blade put afyde his poynt
itrongly wt yo' {word & ftrik or thruft at him, & fly
out inftantly, euer remembring yor gouernors y* he de-
ceve yo not in taking of his poynt.

yf he ftrike or thruft at yor lege or lower prte out of 22.

From this it any fyght, he fhal not be able to reach the fame vnlefs
£t ’f;;;féf y0 ftand large paced w* bendinge knee, or vnlefs he com
in wt his foote or feete, the wed yf he fhal fo do, then

hnees were very 10 W
litele bent. yo may {trik or thrufl at his arme or vpper prte for

4 #ime bit or  then he putteth them into the place gayning yo the
thraft at the arm place wherby you may ftrike home vpo him & he
7 KPP ETE cannot reach YO.
but yf he ftand large paced w* bendinge knee then
wyn the place & firike home freely at his knee, & fly
back ther w*.
yf he com to the clofe fight w* yo & y* yo are both 23.
croft aloft at y* half fword w* both yo* points vpwards,
Forcibie prefure then yf he com 1n w all in his Crofling bere ftrongly
in “sieree” at - yor hand & hylt ou’ his wrift, clofe by his hylt putting
“halfferd” St ouer at ye back{yde of his hand & hylt prflinge doune
his hand & hylt ftrongly & fodainly, in yor entring 1in,
& fo
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& fo thruft yof hylt in his face, or ftrike him vpo y*© Recommended
hed wt y* fword, & ftrike vp his heeles, & fly out, Ljfﬂfgm 1771,
yf yo are both fo croft at y® baftard gardant ward, &
yf he then prefs in, then take the grype of him as 1s
(hewed in y© chapter of y° grype,

Or wt yo© left hand or arme, ftrike his fword blade Beating 2
ftrongly & fodainly towarde yorleft fyde by w<" meanes {f:’;;;’g ;”’5
yo are uncroft, & he is difcowed, then may yo thraft 4 sms.
him in the body w* yor fivord & fly out inftantly, we
thinge he cannot avoyd, nether can he offend yo

Or being fo croft, yo may fodainly vnerofe & firike 4» alernatice.
him vpo the hed & fly out inftantly w® thinge yo may
fafly do & go out free.

yf yo be both croft at y© half {fword w* hys poynt vp
& yoF poynt doune in the true gardant ward, then yf
he prefs to com in, then eyther take y© grype of him, Azain the
as in the chapter of the grype, or wt yor left hand or i‘;’;;;;?ﬂ 7
arme, {trike out his fword blade towards yo* Ieft {yde as éearing ee

aforefaid, & fo yo may thruft him in the body w* yor/zed o/
fword & fly out inftantly.

Do yo neuer attempt to cloze or com to y© grype at
thefe weapons vnlefs it be vp6 the flow motio or diforder
of yor enemye,

but yf he will cloze w* you, then yo may take the #ien fe ca-
grype of him fafly at his comynge in, for he y* firft by ;’:‘f‘* £7p
{ftronge prefling in adventureth the cloze loofeth 1t, &
is in great danger, by reafon y* the numbr of his feet
are to great, wherby his tyme wilbe to longe, in due
tyme to anfwer the hand of y® patient Agent, as in the
chapter of the grype doth plainly appere,

Alwaies remembring yf yo fyght vptc the variable
fight yt yo ward vpo forehand ward, otherwife yo* {pace

O wilbe
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wilbe to wyde in due tyme to make a true gardant ward,
to defend yor {elf.

yf yo fyght vpo open fyght, or true gardant fyght, 28.
neuer ward vpo forehand ward for then yor fpace wilbe
to wyde alfo, in due tyme to make a fureward,

yf he lye aloft wt his poynt towarde you, aft the 29.
mann* of the Imbrocata, then make yor {pace narrow wt
yo' point upwarde & put by his poynt, & firike or
thruft as aforefaid but be fure herin to kepe yo* diftance,
y* he deceue you not in taking of his poynt,

* Parrying " and Of di’'s aduantages y' you may take by firykinge
Ripofting. Jréyo warde at y' fword fyght,

Cap. s.
_ s L’ yo* enemy firike at the right fyde of yot hed, 1.
fggﬂ-ﬁ;f A2 yo lyinge true gardant, then put yof hilt a
with irs ripofies. Wopd B 5Y little doune, Mounting yo* poynt, {o that yor

- * blade May Crofle a thwart yor face, fo fhal yo
make A true ward for the right fyde of yo™ hed, from
the w® ward yo may inftantly ftrike him on the ryght
or left fyde of the hed, or to turne doune yo* poynt, &
thruft him in the bodye, or you may ftrike him on the
left fﬁde of the body, or on the out fyde of his left
thygh.

Or yo may ftrike him on the out fyde of the right
thygh, on of thofe he cannot avoyd yf he fly not back
inftantly vpo his blowe, becaufe he knowt not wek of
thefe the patient Agent wil do.

A parry of Yt yolye vpo yor true gardant ward , & he ftrike 2.
prime " with ¢ the left (yde ug yof hed, yo haue the choyfe from yor

i ripefies ward to ftrike him from yt, on the right or left fyde of
the
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the hed, or to turne doune yor poynt, & thruft him in
the bodye, or yo May ftryke him on the out {yde of
the right or left thygh, for the reafon aboue fayde in
the laft rule, except he fly out inftantly vpo his blowe.

3. Yf he charge yo vpon the open or true gardant fyght,
yfyo wil anfwer him w* the lyke, then kepe yo*diftance,
& let yor gatheringe be all waies in yt fyght to warde
his right {yde fo (hal yo wt yo* fword choake vp any
blowe that he can make at yo, from the w** ward yo
May ftryke him on the right or left {yde of y© hed, or
thruft him in the bedye.

but yf he thruft at your face or body, then yo may _
out of yof gardant fight break it doun warde wt yor 4 trsh parried
{word bering yo poynt {lrongly towarde yo© right {yde, « fnde  ond
from the we breaking of his thruft yo may likwife ftrike # ripofies.
him 1o the right or left fyde of y° hed, or thruft him
in the bodye.

4. Yf yo meet wton y' cannot firike fr5 his warde, vpo
fuch a on yo may both dubble & faulfe & fo deceue
him, but yf he be skylful yo muft not do fo, becaufe he
wilbe ftil fo vncrtaine in his traverfe that he will {tyll
ptvent you of tyme & place, {fo v* when yo think to ¢, «iuse =
dubble & falfe, yo (hal gayne him the place & ther vpo# “‘ffmé?-””
he wilbe before yG in his ation, & in yof comynge he , ﬁ;ﬁ -
will {til endanger yo,

5. yf yo fyght vpo the variable fyght, & that yO receue A parry of
a blow w* forehand ward, made at the right fyde of yo fn":;g/?ﬂ”"""
hed or body, yo haue y® choife of viij offenciue Actions '
fro yt ward, the firft to firyke him on the right f{yde,
eyther on the hed thoulds, or thygh, or to thruft him
in the body, or to ftryke him on the left fyde either on
the hed tholdr or thygh, or to thruft him in the body,

O 2 the
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the lyke may yo do yf he ftrike eur at yor left {yde, as
is aboue faid, yf yo bere it w* fore hand ward.

In this forehand ward kepe yor diftance, & take heed 6.
yt he deceyue yo not wt the dounright blowe at yor hed
out of his open fyght, for being w' in diftance y© {wift
motion of y* hand May deceue yor eye, becanfe yo know
not by w fyde of yo' fword his blow wil com

Alfo fe y* he deceue yo not vpo any falfe offerynge to 7.
ftryke at the on fyde, & when therby yo haue turned yor
poynt afyde, then to firike on the other {fyde, but yf yo
kepe diftance yo are free from yt, therfore ftyll in all
yor actions rememb’ y gou'nors

yf he wil do nothinge but thruft, Anfwer him as it 8.
is fet doune in the 16* ground of y* thort fword fyght
& alfo 1n div® places of the 82 chapt”.

Alfo confyder yf he lye at the thruft vpon y* (tocata, 9.
or paflata, & yo haue no waye to avoyde him, except
yo can Croffe his fword blade w* yo, & fo Indirect his
poynt, therfore kepe narrow fpace vpo his poynt, &
kepe well yor diftance in viing yo* travers.

but yf he put forth his poynt fo y* yo may Crofs 1t
w! fore hand ward, for yf yo wacth for his thruft then
lye vpo forehand ward wt poynt alittle vp. yf he lye wt
his poynt Mounted, & yf yo fyngle yor thruft vpo the
out fyde of yor fword to warde yor right fyde, or back
of yo {fword hand, ftrike or bere his poynt out towarde
yo' right fyde, & ther vpon putting forward yor body
& left foote Circuler wyfe to warde his right {yde yo
May {trike him vpo his fword Arme, hed, face or bodye.

Or yf yo take it on the Infyde of yor fword blade to

ater @ parry of wgarde yo© left fyde then w* yor fword put by his poynt

“guarte!

{trongly & fodainly towarde yor left fyde, drawing
yor
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yo' left foote Circuler wyfe back behind the heele of
yor right foote, & ftrike him on the infyde of his fword
hand or Arme or on the hed, face, or body, & fly out
accordinge to yof gournors

This May yo vfe againft y° {word & dagg* longe or
fhort, or raptor & ponyard, or fword & buckler.

Alfo remembr yf he haue a longe fword, & yo a fhort
fword, euer to Make yor fpace fo narrow, y* yo may
alwaies break his thruft before yt be in force yf pofiible
y0 may, & alfo to kepe large diftance whether he charge
yo out of the Stocata, paffata, or Imbrocata &ec,

of this yo may fe more at large in the 8t chapter.

The mann” of Certaine gryps & Clozes fo be

vfed at ¢ fyngle fhort fword fyght &c,
Cap. 6.

(785 F he firike aloft at the left fyde of yo© hed, and
=2 run in wt all to take the Cloze or grype of
7299 you, then ward it gardant, & enter in w* yor
*=3 left {yde puting in yor left hand, on the infyde
of his fword Arme, neere his hylte, bering yo™ hand our
his Arme, & Wrape in hishand & fworde vnd’yor Arme,
as he cometh in, Wrefting his hand & fword clofe to
your bodye turninge back yor right fyde from him, fo
fhal he not be able to reach yor fword, but yo fhall ftyll

- baue it at lybertye to {tryke or thruft him & endanger

the breakinge of his Arme, or the takinge away of his
{word by y* grype.

Yf yo are both Croft in Clofe fyght vpon the baftard
gardant ward alowe, yo May put yo' left hand on the
out fyde of his fword at the back Sf his hand, neere or

3 at
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at the hylte of his fword Arme & take him on the infyde
of y*t arme wt yo hand, aboue his elbowe is beft, & draw
him intowarde yaftrongly, wreltinge hisknucklesdoun-
warde & his e]lbowe vpwarde {fo may yo endangTto break
his arme, or cafl bim doune, or to wreft his fword ount
of his hand, & go free yor {elf.

in like fort vpo this kynd of cloze, yo may clape yo* 3.
left hand vpo the wrift of his fword arme, holding it
ftrongly & ther w* thruft him hard from yo, & p{ently
'yo may thruft him in the body wt yor fword for in y*
Inftant he can nether ward, ftrike, nor thruft,

yf he {trike home at the left fyde of yot hed, & ther 4.
wt all com in to take the cloze or grype of your hilt
or fword arme wt his left hand, firft ward his blow
_gardant, & be fure to putin yorleft hand und* yof fword
& take hold on the out fyde of his left hand, Arme or
fleve, putting yof hand vnder the wrifl of his Arme w*
the toppe of yor fing™vpwarde, & yo* thumb & knuckles
dounwarde, then pluck him ftrongly towarde yor left
fyde, fo fhal yo indireét his feet turning hys left {hould*
towarde yo, vpo w® inftant yo Maye firike or thruf
him wt yor fword & fly out faf, for his feet being in-
direted, although he hath his fword at lyberty, yet
fhal he not be able to Make any offencyve fight againt
yo becaufe his tyme wilbe to longe to direét his feet
againe to vie his fword in due tyme,

Alfo yf he attempt the cloze or grype wt you vpon 3.
his baftard gardant ward, then croffe his {fword w* the
lyke ward, & as he cometh in w* his feet you haue the
tyme of yor hand & bodye, wherby w* yor left hand or -
Arme yo May put by his fword blade, web thinge you
“muft fodainly & ftrongly do, cafting it towarde yor L-a;lft
{yde
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{yde, fo may yo vncroffe & thruft him in y* body w* yor
fword & fly out inftantlye, for yf yo ftay ther he wil
direct his {word againe & endanger yd, this may fafly
be don, or yo May vncrofle & turne yo* poynt vp, & firike
him on the hed, & fly out inftantly. |
. Yf he prefle in to the half fword vpo a forehand ward,

then ftrike a found blow at the left fyde of his hed
turnyng {trongely yo' hand & hylt prefling doun his
fword hand & arme ftrongly, & ftrike yor hilt full in
his face, beringe yo* hilt ftrongly vp6 him, for yo' hand
beinge vpp'moft yo haue the aduantage in y* grype, for
fo May yo breake his face wt yor hylt, & firike vp his
heels w* yor left foote, and throwe him a great fall, al
this May fafly be don by reafon y* he is weake in his
comynge in by y* moving of his feet, & yo repell him
in y* fulnes of yo* firength, as appeareth in the Chapter
- of y* thort fingle {word fyght, in the 237 grownde of
the fame, |
. remember that yo neu’ attempt the Cloze nor grype

but looke to his {lyppe, Confyder what is faid in the 8%
gen'all rule in the Second Chapter, & alfo in the 26t
ground of the fyngle fword fyght in the 4 Chapter.

Of the fhort fword & dagger fyght
Againft the lyke Weapon,

Cap. 7.

- N BSRVE at thefe weapons the form® rules, de-
: @ 2 fend wt yor fword & not wt yor daggr, yet yo
44 may crofs his fword wt yor dagg’, yf yo may

-'I:_;

“"" conveniently reach the fame therwt, wt out
puttinge in of yo foote, only by bendinge in of yor body,
| other
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other wyle yo* tyme wilbe to longe, & his tyme wilbe
fufficient to difplace his owne, fo y* yo fhal not hyt it
wt yo© dagg', & {o he may make a thruft vpon y6, this
tyme y* I here Meane, of puttinge by of his fword s,
When he lyeth out fpent w* his fword poynt towarde
you, & not elfe, web thinge yf yo can do wrout puttinge
in of yot foote, then yo may vfe yor daggr, & ftrike
ftrongly & fodainlyehis fword poynt ther wtvp, ordoune,
to indirect the fame, that don; inftantly ther wt firike or
thruft at him wt yo* fword, =

Alib yo may put by hisfword blade w* yor dage™ When 2.
yo® fwords are Croft, eyther aboue at forehand ward, or
belowe at the baftard gardant ward & ther wt inftantly
ftrike or thruft wt yor fword & fly out accordinge to yor
gounors, of this yo may fee more at large in y* Chapter
of the fyngle fword fyght in the 24 ground of the fame.

Allo yf he be fo foolehardye to com to the cloze, 3.
then yo may gard w* yo' fword & ftabb wt yor dager,
& fly out faf, ws thinge yo may do becaufe his tyme is
to longe by the numbr of hisfeet, & yo haue but the fwyft
tyme of yor hand to ufe, & he cannot ftabb til he haue
fetted in his feete, & fo his tyme is to late to endangr yo,
or to defend himfelf.

Know y* yf yo defend yo'felf wt yo* dagger in other 4.
fort than is aforefaid, yo fhalbe endang® to be hurt,
becaufe the fpace of yor dagg® wilbe ftill to wyde to
defend both blow & thruft for lacke of Circomference
as y© buckler hath, | |

Alfo note when yo defend blow & thruft wt yo* fword s.
yo haue a neerer courfe to offend yorenemye wtyo* fword
then when yo ward wtyor daggs, for then y6 may for the
moft prte from yof warde ftrike or thruft him.

Yo
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Yo muft neyther Cloze nor com to the grype at
thefe weapons, vnlefs it be by the flow motyon or dif-
ordour of yor adv'farie, yet yf he attempt yt Cloze, or
to com to the grype wtyo, then yo may fafly Cloze &
hurt him w* yo' dagg® or buckler & go free yor felf,
but fly out according to yor goutnors & ther by yG fhal
put him from his attempted Cloze, but fe yo flay not
at any tyme whn diffance, but in due tyme fly back
or hazard to be hurt, becaufe y* fwyft motion of the
hand being wtin diftance will decene the eye, wher
by yo thall not be able to’ Judge in due tyme to make
a true ward, of this yo may fe more in the chapter of
the back fword fyght in the 12% ground of the fame.
yt be extend forth his dagg® hand yo may make yor
fyght at the fame, remembring to kepe diftance & to
fly back according to yof gounors. | _.
Every fight & ward wt thefe weapons, made out of
any kynd of fyght, muft be made & don according as
is taught in the back fword fyght, but only yt the
dagg® muft be vied as is aboufaid, in fteed of the grype.
yf he lye bent vpo his Stocata w* his fworde or
rapior poynt behind his dagg® {o y* yo cannot reach the
fame w'out putting in of yof foote, then make al yor
fight at his dagg® hand, euer remembring yor gournors,

& then yf he draw in his daggr hand, fo that y5 may

Crofe his {fworde blade w' yo=, then make narrow
{pace vpo him w! yof poynt & fodainly & ftrongely
ftryke or bere his poynt towarde his right {yde, in-
dyreCting the fame, & inftantly ftrike or thruft him
on the hed, face, Arme, or body, & fly back ther wt
out of diftance ftil remembring yof gounors.

yf he Iye {pent vpo his varialiie fyght then kepe yor

diﬁa_n'ce
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diftance & make yo* fpace narrow vpé him, til yo may
Crofie his fword or rapior point wt yor fword poynt,
wher vpon, yo having won or gayned the place, ftrike

or thruft initantly,

- yf he lye bent or {pent vpd the Imbrocata bere vp 10.
yo© point, & make yo© {pace narrow & do the lyke.

Of the ,/?mrz‘ﬁemrd & dagger fight againft the Jonge
Sword & dagger or longe rapior & poinard,

Cap. 8.

2o F yo haue the fhort fword & daggr, defend 1.
ore W' yor fword & not wt yor daggr, except yo
. @E haue a gautlet or hy]t_rvpﬁ.ynf dagger hand,
® then yo may ward vpo forchand ward, vpon
the dubble w* the poynt of yor fword towarde his face.
Lye not aloft w* yor fhort fword yf he Iye alowe 2.
variable on the Stocata or passata &c, for then your
ipace wilbe to wyde to make a true Crofe in due tyme,
or to farr in his courfe to make yof {pace narrow, the
w {pace take heede y5 make very narrow, yea, fo y*
yf it touch his blade, it is better.
_ I fay make yo* fpace narrow vntil yo can crofe his 3.
{fword blade ftrongly & fodainly, fo thal you put by his

point out of the right lyne, & inftantly firike or thruft,
& flyp back according to yor gounors.

but take heede unlefs yo can furely & fafly crofe go
not in, but although yo can fo crofe, & ther vpon yo
enter in, flay not by yt but fly out according to yor
gounors, |
yf w* his longe fword or rapior he charge you aloft 4.
out of his open or true gardant fyght ftrykyng at the
: - right
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right fyde of yo* hed, yf yo haue a gautlet or clofe hyit
vpon yof dagg® hand then ward it dubble wt forehand.
ward, bering yor fword hylt to warde yor right thouldr,
w* yo knuckles upwarde & yo* fword poynt to warde
the right fyde of his breft or (holder, crofling yo' dagger
on yo' fword blade refting yt ther on vpon y* hyer
fyde of yor fword beringe yor hylts clofe together wt

- yor dagger hilt a little behind yor fivord halt bering

b
<«

both yor hands right out together {pent or verye neere
fpent when yo ward his blowe , Meetinge him % vpon
yo* ward that his blow may light at yo* half fword or
w'in, {0 that his blade may flyde from yor fword & reft
on yof dagg?, at w inftant tyme thruft forth yo* poynt
at his breft & fly out inftantly, fo thal yo cotynually
endanger him & go faf yor flf. |

Yf he ftrike a loft at the left {fyde of yo' hed, ward
as aforefaid, bering yo* fword hilt towarde yor left
thouldr w* yor knuckles doun warde, & yof {fword poynt

- towarde the left fyde of his breft or tholdr, bowing yo

body & hed a little forewarde towarde him, & re-
memb’ to bere yo* warde on both {yds y* he ftrike y”
not vpon the hed, then vpo his blow meet his fword
as is aforefaid wt yor dagger croft our yo* fword blade
as before, & when his fword by reafon of his blowe
vpon yo* fword {hal flyde doune & reft vpon yor dagger,
then fodainly caft his fword blade out to warde yor
left fyde wt yo' dagger, to indireé his point, & ther
wt thrult at his breft fro yor ward & fly out inftantly,
the like may you do yf his fword glance out frg yor,
vpo his blowe. h -

al this may fafly be don w* y* fhort fword & clofe
hylted dagger or gantlet
P 2 . Stay
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‘Stay not wtin diftance of the longe {fword or rapior 6.
w* yo' thort fword, nor fuffer him to wyn the place of
you, but eyther Crofe his fword, or make yor {pace
verye narrow to crofe it before his blow or thruft be
in force, yet keping yor diftance wher by he fhall
{trike or thruft at nothing, & o he fhalbe fubieét to the
tyme of yo" hand againft the tyme of his feet.

Kepe diftance & lye as yo thinke beft for yor eafe & 4.
fafty, yet {o y* yo may ftrike, thruft, or ward, & when
yo find his poynt Certaine, then make yor fpace nar-
row & crofe his {word, {o thal yo be the firft mour, &
enter firft into yo* attion, & he beinge an aftr doer, is
not able to avoyd yo* Crofe, nor narrow {pace, nor any
fuch offence as thalbe put in execution again{t hym,

havinge Croft his longe {word or rapior wt yof {hort 8.
fword blade, & put his poynt out of the ftrait lyne by
force then ftrike or thruft at him w* yo' fword & fly
out inftantly accordinge to y* goutnors.

Stand not vpo gardant fy%lht only, for {fo he will g.
greatlye endanger yo out of his other fyghts becaufe
70 haue made yo felf a c'taine marke to him, for in
contynuynge in y* fyght only yo fhal not only weary
yor {elf, but do alfo exclude yo'felf fro the benyfyt of
the Open, variable, & clofe fyghts, & fo fhal he haue
four fyghts to yo® one, as yo may fe in the Chapter of
the thort fyngle fword fyght in the 1 5% ground therof.

Yf he lye in Open or true gardant fyght, then y6 10.
may vpon yof open & gardant fight fafly bringe yor
felf to the half fword, & then you may thruft him in
the body , vnder his gard or fword when he bereth it
gardant, becaufe he is weak in his garde, but fly out
inftantly, & he cannot bringe in his point to hurt yo

except
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except he go back wt his foote or feet, wet tyme is to
longe to anfwer the fwyft tyme of the hand. |

yf he put doune his fword lower to defend y* thruft
then will his hed be open, 0 yt yo may ftrike him on
the hed our ouer his fword & fly out ther wt, web
thinge he cannot defend, becaufe his fpace is to wyde
to put vp his blade in due tyme to make a true ward
for the {ame, -

Underftand y* the whole fom of the long rapior
fyght is eyther upon the Stocita, Paffata, Imbrocata,
or Mountanta, al thefe, and al the reft of their devycs
you may fafly prevent by kepinge yo* diftance, becaufe
therby you fhal ftil dreue him to vfe the tyme of his
feet, wherby yo fhal ftil pvent him of y® true place,
& therfore he cannot in due tymie make any of thefe
fyghts offencive vpon you by reafon y* the number of
his feet will ftill be to great, fo yt he fhal ftil vie the
flow tyme of his feet to the fwyft tyme of yof hand,
& therfore yo may fafly defend yor felf & offend him,

Now you plainly fe how to p'vent al thefe, but for
the bett’ example note this, wher as I fay by kepeinge
of diftance fom may obieét y* then the rapior man will
com in by degrees w' {uch warde as {hall beft lyke him,
& dryve back the fword man contynually, to whome

I anfwer, y* can he not do, by reafon y* y¢ fword mans

travers 1s made c'culer wyfe, fo y* the rapior man in
his comyng hath no place to carrye the poynt of his
rapior, in due tyme fo make home his fyght, but y*
{til his rapior wil lye w* in the compafs of the tyme
of the fword mans hand, to make a true croffe vpon
him, the we" crofe beinge made w* force he may fafly
vacrofe, & hurt the rapior man in the Arme, hed,

P 3 | face
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face or body, w* blow or thruft, & fly out faf before
he fhal haue tyme to direct his poynt againe to make
his thruft vpo y* fword man.

Yt y® rapior man lye vpon the ftocata, firlt make yor 12,
fpace narrow w* yof thort fword, & take heed yt he
{trike not doune yof fworde poynt w* his dagger & fo
Jump in & hurt you wt the thruft of his longe rapior,
wk thing he may do becaufe he haue comaunded
your fword, & fo yo are left open & difcovied & left
onlye vnto the vncttaine ward of yor dagg’, wed ward
is to {fyngle for 2 man to venter his lyf on, web yf yo
myfle to prforme Neuer {o lyttle yo are hurt or {laine.

To prvent this danger yo muft remember your 13.
gournors, & p'fently vpon his leaft motion be fure of
yo* diftance, & yo* narrow fpace, then do as follow!.

- Yf he lye vpo his ftocata, w* his rapior point w* in 14.
or behind his daggr hand out ftrait, then lye yo vari-
able in Meafure w' yof right foote before & yo' fword
poynt out direftly forth w* yor {pace very narrow as
neere his rapior poynt as yo may, betwixt his rapior
poynt & his dagger hand, from w® yo may fodainly
wt a wrift blow, lyft vp yor poynt & firike him on the
out {yde or in fyde of his dagg® hand, & fly out wt all ,
then make yor {pace narrow as before, then yf he thruft
home at yo, yo are redy prpred for hys thruft, or yo
ma thrui{ at his dagger hand, do w® yo fhal thinke
beft, but yo* blow muft be but only by moving of yor
wrift, for yf yo lyft vp yor hand and Arme to fetch a
large blowe then yo* tyme wilbe to longe, & yo* {pace
to wyde in due tyme to make a true ward to defend
yo felf from his thruft, {o thall yo hurt him although
he haue a gantlet therone, for yo* thruft wil run vp

between
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between his fing™, & yo* blow wil cut of the fyngs of
his gantlet, for he cannot defend himfelf from on blow
or thruft of 20, by reafon that yo haue the place to
reach home at his hand, & for y* caufe he cannot
p'vent it,nether can he rech home to you wtout putting
in of his foot or feet, becaufe his diftance is to large,
but upon eu blow or thruft y* yo make at his hand
flypp back a little, fo fhal yo ftill vpo eu* blow o
thruft y* yo make at him, be out of his reach, |

~but yf vpon yor blow or thruft he wil enter in wt
his foote or feet to make home his ftocata or thruft
vpo you, then by reafon of yof {lydynge back, you
thalbe prepared in due tyme to make a prfyt ward to
defend yorfelf wt yor fworde, S -
Therfore euer refpe his rapior poynte & remember
to make & kepe narrow fpace vpon it wt yof fword
poynt, that y6 may be fure to break his thruft before
it be in ful force. - . T
Yf he thruft at yo* hyer prts w* his poynt a lIyttle
mounted, then make narrow yo* {fpace w' yor poynt
vpon his, yf yo Crofe his blade on the infyde between
his rapior & his dagg’, yf he prefs in then fro yo® crofe
beat or bere backe his poynt frongly towarde his right
fyde, and havinge indirected his poynt, ftrike him on
the infyde of the rapior or daggr hand or Arme, or on
the hed, face, or body, & fly out inftantly, |
Or you may vpon his p'flinge in w* his thruft Slypp
yo* poynt doune as he cometh in, & put vp yo© hylt
& ward it gardant, & ther w* from that ward caft out
his poynt, & fodainly ftrike him in one of the placs
aforefaid, & fly out inftantlye remembringe yof gounors,

df
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at his daggr hand, w* yor wrift blow and (ypp back
ther wt euery tyme

but yf he lye faft & beat doune yor poynt wt his 17.
dagger, & then thruft at you from his Stocata then
tarne vp yo© hilt w* yo* knuckles vpwarde & yor nayles
dounwarde, takinge his blade vpo the backfyde of
yo™ towarde yor left fyde & bere it gardant towarde y*
fyde, & fo may yo offend him as before is faid ¥po ¥
ward. |

The lyke may y6 do vpon him yf he lye out wt his 8.
poynt, when yo haue croft y* fame wt yors, & ftrike it
to eyther {yde, & fo indiret his poynt, and then frike
or thruft & fly out.

The lyke muft y6 do, yf he lye with his point 19.
direltly towarde yo* bellye

but yf yo crofe his poynt fo mounted or dyreét as zo.
abouefaid, vpo y* out fyde of yof fword wt his poynt
a little hyer than yor hylt, fo y* you may crofe his
blade, then yf he thruft ouer yor blade fyngle uncrofl-
ing the fame, then may you break it wt yor forehand
ward out towarde yof right fyde, & yf he com in ther
wt, then firike him on the out fyde of his rapior hand
or Arme, or on the hed or face, & fly out ther wt

but yf he thruft in ouer yo* fiword as abouefaid & 21.
prefs 1n his blade firongly dubble w! the helpe of his
dagger, then put doune yor poynt & turne vp yo' hylt
gardant, fo thal yo fafly defend it beringe it gardant
out towarde yor left fyde & from yt firike him in be-
tween his rapior and dagger in on of the forefaid
places, & fly out,

but yt from this crofe he {lypp his poynt doune to
thruft vnd® yor fword, then ftrike doune his poynt to-

warde
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warde his left foote & ther w* firike him on the out
fyde of his rapior hand or arme, hed, face, or body, &
fly out inftantly, according to yor gou'nors. -

Alfo yo may vpon this of his poynt doune, then
turne yof poynt fhort ouer his blade in yor flepp-
ynge back, & put yot poynt doune in the infyde of
his blade turnynge vp yor hilt gardant as aforefaid, &
then yf he thruft at yo, bere it gardant towarde yor
left fyde, & then haue you the fame offenciue blowes
& thrufts againft him as is abouefaid vpo y* fame
ward. S ’ '

Yf he lye aft™ the Stocata w* his poynt doune to-
warde yo* foote, then crofe his blade on y¢ out fyde,
& yf he turne his poynt ouw’ yor blade to make his
thruft vpon you, then turne vp yot hilt & bere it gar-
dant as abouefaid, bering it out towarde yo* left fyde,
& fro yt ward offend him as is abouefaid

Alfo in this fyght take heed y* he thruft yo not in
the fword hand or arme, therfore euer refpect to draw
it back in due tyme, remembring therin yo* twofold
gou'nor, in yo' comyng in, to make yof crofe or narrow
{pace. |

24. Yf at {word & dagger or buckler he {trike in at the

Z5. -

out {yde of yo* right legge ward it w* the back of yo'
fword, carrying yof poynt doune holding yo knuckles
dounwdrde & yo' Nayles upwarde, bering yor fword
out ftrongly towarde yo* right fyde, vpon w* ward yo
may ftrike him on the out fyde of the left legge, or
thruft him in y® thigh or belly -~ .
The lyke may yo do yf he ftrik at yor other fyde, yf
yo ward his blowe wt the edge of yof {word yor hand
& knuckles as aforefaid, cafting out his {word blade
Q. ~ towarde
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towarde yor left fyde, this may be vied at thort or
longe {fword fyght.

you muft neuer vie any fyght againft the longe 26.
rapior & dagg® wt* yo* thort fword but variable fyght,
becaufe yor fpace wilbe to wyde, & yof time to longe,
to defend or offend in due tyme.

Alfo yo muft vfe large diftance euver, becaufe out of 27,
y* fyght y6 can hardly make a true crofe becaufe being
wt in diftance y*© eye is deceived to do it in due tyme

remembt in putting forth yo* fword point to make 28.
yor fpace narrow, when he lyeth vpo his ftocata, or
any thruft, yo muft hold y* handle thereof as it were
a longft yor hand, refting the pomell thereof in the
hollow prte of the mydl of the heele of yor hand to-
warde the wrift, & the former prte of the handle muft
be holden betwixt the fore fynger & thumbe, wiout
the Myddle Joynt of the fore fynger towarde the topp
ther of, holding y* fynger fomethinge ftrait out gryp-
ing round yor handle w* yor other iij fingers, & laying
yor thumbe ftrait out vpo the handle, fo yt yor thumbe
lye al alonge vpon y® fame, fo fhal yo lay yo' point
out ftrait towarde his, the better to be able to prforme
this altic prfytly, for yf yo grype yo' handle clofe
ou'thwart in yor hand, then can y not lay yor poynt
ftrait vpon his to make yor fpace narrow, but yt yor
poynt wil ftil lye to wyde to doe the fame in due tyme,
& this is the beft way to hold yo* fword in al kinde of
variable fyght

but vpo yof gardant or open fyght then hold it wt 29.
tul gryping it in yor hand, & not laying yor thumb
alonge y¢ handle, as fom vfe, then fhal you neuer be
able ftrongly to ward a ftronge blowe. -
This
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This hauve I written out of myne entyre loue y* I
bere to my country men, wifthing them yet once
againe to follow the truth, & to fly the vaine Imprfyt
rapior fight, the bettr to fave themfelues. from wounds
& flawghter, for who fo attayneth to the ptfeétic of
this true fyght w I haue here fet forth in thefe my
bref Inftructions, & alfo in my pradoxes of defence,
fhal not only defend them felues, but thal ther by
bring thofe that fyght vpo that Imprfﬂt fyght of y*
rapior vod® their mercye, or elfe put them in Cobbs
travers, where of yo may read in the 38 Chapter of
my pradoxes aforefaid. |

O v fuword € Buckler fight,

Cap. q.
RN WORD & Buckler fight, & fword & dagg®
ZOf fyght are al one, faving y* yo may fafly de-
e N fend both blowe & thruft, {yngle wt yor
% buckler only, & in likefort yo may fafly
ward both blowes & thrufts dubble, ytis wt fword &
buckler together weh is great aduantage againft y°
fword & daggr, &c, & is the fureit fight of al fhort

we 4pons.

Of the two hand fivord fight agamft y like weapon.
Cap. 10,

e et HESE weapons are to be vied in fight as the
/1 PN (hort (taf, yf both play vpo dubble & fyngle

, hand, at the ij hand fword, the long fword
% hath the advantage yf the waight ther of

be not to heavye for his ftrength y* hath it, but yf
Q22 both




116 Bref Infiruéiions.

both play only vpon dubble hand, then his blade web
is of covenyent length agreeing wt his (tature y* hath
it, we" is according with the length of the meafure of
his fyngle fwordblade, hath the advantage of y* fword
y* is to long for y® ftature of the contrarye prtye, be-
caufe he can crofe & vncrofe, ftrike & thruit, cloze
& grype in fhortér tyme than the other can.

Of the fhort flaf fyght, being of covenient Jength , againft
-y lke weapon,
Cap. 11. - |

RHE fhort ftaf hath iiij wards, y*is ij wt y*
=% point vp, & ij wt the poynt doune,
3y At thefe weapons euer lye fo that yo may 1.
- ® be able to thruft {yngle & dubble, & to ward,
(trike, or thruft in due tyme, fo thal yor enemye, yf
he fyght only vpo dubble hand be driuen of neceflitie,
{ecking to wyn the place, to gayne yo the place wher
by yo may fafly hurt him, & go free yo {elf by reafon
of yor diftance, & when yo fhal feeke to wyn tgc place
vpon him he fhal not be able to gaine the place vpon
you, nor to kepe the place fro you wher by he thal
eyther be hurt, or in great danger of hurt, by reafon
of yo* large reach, true place & diftance, yor fight be-
ing truly handled keeping it felf from Cloze & grype.

And in like fort thal it be betweene two, wet thal 2.
play vpon the beft, y* is, yf they play both dubble &
fyngle handed. |
-yt yo fynd yor felf to ftrong for yor adu™farie in any 3.
mann® of ward, whether the fame be aboue or belowe,
put by his ftaf w* force, & then flrike or thruft from it,

but
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4. but yfyo fynd him to firong for y6 vpo hys blowes
from a loft, {fo y* yo can hardly bere them vpon yo*
ward , then when he ftryketh in‘a loft at yor hed, &

- by hys maine ftrength would beat doune yo* ftaf, & fo
geue yo a hurt before yo fhalbe able to com againe
into yo* ward, - S

Againit fuch a.on.giue the flypp in this fort, fo-
dainly dray back the hyer prte of yor body a lyttle &
yof for moft foote w* all, & flyp in the poynt of yor
{taf vndr his ftaf, & thruft fingle at him, & fly out wt
all, {o fhal you be fure to hyt him & go out free,

5. yf he lye a loft w* his ftaf, then lye yo w* your
hind* hand alowe, w' yor poynt vptowards his ftaf
making yor {pace marrow becaufe yo may crofe hys
ftaf to ward his blow before it com in ful force, &
then firongly & fodainlye indire@ his poynt, & fo
thruft at him fyngle, the w*® yo may do before he can
remoue his feet, by reafon of the fwyftnes of yor hand
& fly out ther wt, do this for both fyds of y* hed yf
t:::mfg:r require yt, fo thal yo faue butﬁ yo* hed, body,
and al prts, for yo* vpp® prts are garded, & yof lower
prts to farr out of his reach, - '

6. yf he lye a lowe w* his poynt doune, then Iye yo
w' yo' poynt doune alfo, w* yo' formoft hand lowe &
yo© hind" moft hand hye, fo yt yo may crofe his ftaf,
& do in al things as is before faid in the other -

7. vyf he lye vpo the thruft then lye yo w* yo© fpace
narrow lying vp or doune wtyo* poynt in fuch fort as
you may crofe his ftaf, & therby yo fhal be able to
put or beat by his thruft before it be in ful force, &
then ftrike or thruft, euer remembring yor gouernors.

yf vpon this any wil obiet yt yf this betrue, then it

Q3 1s
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is in vaine to ftrike, or thruft, becaufe he yt doth it
is ftil in danger, this doubt is anfwered in the fhort
fingle fword fight, in the 12" ground thereof

Yf yof adu'farie firike a loft at any fyde of yof hed 8.
or body, ward it wt yo? point vp & making yo* fpace
fo narrow y* yo may crofe his ftaf before it com in ful
force bearing or beating doune his blow ftrongly, back
againe towards y* {yde y* he ftryketh in at you, & out
of y* ward, then Inftantly, eyther ftrike fro y* ward,
turning back yor ftaf, & firike him on y* fyde of the
hed y* is next yor flaf,

Or lyft vp yor ftaf againe, & fo ftrike him on the
hed or hncg', or thruft at his body dubble or fyngle,
as yo may find yo* beft aduantage ever in holding yo
ftaf, let ther be fuch convenient fpace between yof
hands, wher in you fhal fynd yor felf apteft to ward,
ftrike or thruft to yo' beft lyking _

Yf yo play wt yor ftaf wt yo* left hand before & yor g.
‘right hand back behind, as many men do fynd them
felues moft apteft when y* hand is before, & yf yo
aduerfarie vpo his blowe com in to take the cloze of
you, when yo fynd his ftaf croft w' yo* neecre his
hand then fodainlye {lyp vp ﬁuf right hand clofe to
the hind* fyde of yor formoft hand, & pHently loofing
yor for muft hand & put it vnd® your owne flaf, &
then crofe or put by his (taf ther wt & w* yor hand
take hold of his ftaf in fuch fore yt yor lyttle fyngr be
towards the poynt of his ftaf, & yor thumb & fore
fing® towards his bands, & prfently w* yo' right hand
mount y¢ point of yor owne flaf cafting the point
thereof back ouer yor right fholdr, wt yor knuckles
doun wards, & yor nayles vpwards, & fo ftabb him in

the
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the body or face w* the hind* end of y ftaf, but be
fure to {tabb him at his comyng in, whether y0 catch
his ftaf or not, for fomtymes his ftaf will lye fo farr
out y* vpon his comyng in yo cannot reach it, then
catch y* arme in his comynge in w he fhal firft put
forth wt in yof reach, but be fure to ftabb, for his {taf
can do yo no hurt, and having {o don, yf y5 fynd yor
felf to ftrong for him, firike vp his heeles, yf to weake
fly out.

yThe like muft yo do yf yo play wt yof right hand
before, & yor Ieft hand back behind, but y* yo neede
not to {lyde forth yor left hand, becaufe yor right hand
is in the right place of yor ftaf alredye to vfe in yt
action, but then yo mufl difplace yo© left hand to take
hold of his ftaf, or the grype as is a forefaid, & to vie
the ftabb as is aboue {aid, -
yf both lye a loft as aforefaid, & play wt ye left hand
before, yf he firike at the Ryght fyde of yo* hed or
body then muit yo crofe his {taf before his blow be in
ful force, by making yor fpace narrow, & then flrike
it ftrongly back againe towards his left fyde, & from
y* ward yo may turne back yor ftaf & ftrike him back-
wards ther w' on the left fyde of the hed, or lyft vp
yo ftaf & f{trike him on the right or left fyde of the
hed, body, or arme, or thruft him in the body, the
lyke blowes or thrufls may you make at him whether
he ftrike or thruft, having put by his {taf, remembring
yof gournors. - |
The like ord muft yo vie in playing with the right
hand before, ' L
but yf he thruft at yo cotynually then euer have 2
fpeciall care to cofyder, whether he lye a loft or be-

lowe,
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lowe, & do continually thruft at yo ther from, then
looke that yo euer lye {0 yt yo make yo* fpace fo narrow
vpon him, y'yo be fure to crofe his ftaf wt yo™, & put
it before it be in full force, and fro y* ward, thruft at
him fyngle or dubble as yo fynd it beft, & yf he re-
memb* not to fly back at yt inftant when he thrufteth

it wilbe to late for him to avoyd any thruft y yo fhal
make at him,

Of the fhort flaf fyght againft the longe flaf.
Cap. 12,

F yo haue a ftaf of the covenient length 1.
5 againft a ftaf of longer Iength than is cove-

Py nient then make yor fpace narrow, & fecke

‘ 2% not to offend vntil yo haue ftrongly & fwyftly
put by his point the wek yo (hal wt eafe accompliih,
by reafon of yo' narrow fpace & yor force, then firike
or thruft as yo {hal thinke beft.

This fhort ftaf fight againft y© longe ftaf is don in 2,
the {fame fort that t{hort ftaf fight to thort f{taf is don,
but y* the man w* the fhort ftat muft alwaies rememb*
to kepe a narrow f{pace vpon y° long ftaf, wher fo
euer the longe ftaf (hal lye, Hye or lowe, cotinually
make yo* {pace narrow vpo him, fo thal yo be fure yf
he ftrike or thruft at yo, to take the fame before it be
into his full force'& by reafon y* yor force is more w*
yo fhort {taf than his can be at the poynt of his longe
ftaf, yo fhal caft his ftaf {o farr out of y* ftreit lyne wt
yor fhort ftaf, y* yo may fafly enter in wt yor f}éet, &
ftrike or thruft home at him.

Yet this pfent fhift he hath at y* inftant, he may 3.

lypp
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flypp back his ftaf in his hands, w* tyme is fwyfter
then yo' feet in comynge forwarde, wher by he wil
haue his ftaf as thort as yo®, yet by reafon y* at ye firft
yo caft his {taf fo farr out of the right lyne, that yo
had tyme to enter in w* yor feet, yo fhal then be fo
neere him, y* yo may make narrow fpace vpo him
againe, fo y* he fhal haue no tyme to {lyp forwarde
his {taf agayne in his former place, nor to go back wt
his feet, & fo to recour the hind* end of his {taf againe,
becaufe yf he flyp forth his ftaf to ftrike or thruft at
you, that may yo fafly defend becaufe of your narrow
{pace vpo him, & ther wt al yo may firike or thruft
him fro yor warde, eyther at fyngle or dubble,

4. but yf he wil go back w' his feet thinking by y*
meanes to recow the whole length of hys ftaf againe,
y* can he not do in covenyent tyme because the tyme
of yor hand is fwyftf than f tyme of his feet, by reafon
wherof yo may ftrike or thruft him in his goyng back.

5. Againe it is to be remembred in y* tyme y* yo keepe
him at y* bay, vpG the drawing in of his ftaf, the hindr
end therof lying fo farr back bebind him wilbe fo
trobblefom vnto him, that he can make no prfyt fight
againft yo & comonly in his drawing in of his ftaf it
wilbe to fhort to make true fight against you, nether
to offend yo nor defend him felf.

6. yf he attempt the Cloze w* yo then ftabb him w'
the hindr end of yor ftaf as is faid in y* fyght of y* jj
thort ftaves of covenyent length, in the ¢* ground
therof | |

Note. Rememb* y* at Morris pyke, forreft byll,
longe ftaf & two hand fword, y* yo lye in fuch fort
vpo yo' wards v' yo may 1l:m.h ward, ftrike, & thll;uﬁl;

ot
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both dubble & fyngle, & then returne to yo* former
wards flyps & lyinge againe & then are y5 as yo wer
before

‘The like fight is to be vied w* y¢ Javelen, prtyfon,
halbard, black byll, battle Axe, gleve, half pyke &c.

Of the fight of the forreft byll againft
 the like weapon & agamnft the flaf.
Cap: 13.
e 22 HE forrefl byl haue the fyght of the (taf but 1.
10\’ vt it hath iii) wards more wt the hed of the
4y byll, y* is one to bere it vpwards, another to
»e%a% beat 1t dounwards fo y* the carrage of yor
byll hed be w* the edge neyther vp nor doune but
fyde wyle.

The nther ij wards are on to cast his byl hed towards
the ryght fyde, thother towards y¢ left fyde.

And vpon erf on of thefe wards or catches run vp to
his hands w* the hed of yo* byll & then by reafon y*
yo hauwe put his ftaf out of y® right lyne, yo may catch
at his hed neck arme or leggs &c w* y° edge of yor

byll, & hook or pluck him firongly to you & fly out
wrall.

Yf yo caft his ftaf {o farr out y* yo© byll flyde not 2.
vp to his hands, then yo may fafly run in ﬂydmg yor
hands wtin one yard of y¢ hed of yor byll, & fo w* yo*
byl in one hand take him by y® legg w' the blade of
yo* byll & pluck him to yo & wt yor other hand defend
yo© {felf from his gryps yf he offer to grype wt you.

Yf you fight byll to byll do the like in al refpects 3.
as wt y© ftaf in yo© fyght, for yo' byll ight & ftaf fyght

is
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is al one, but only for the defence & offence wt the hed
of y¢ byll, & wher y* {taf man vpo the cloze yf he vfe
y® {tabb w* the butt end of his ftaf, the byll man at yt
tyme is to vie y° catch at his legg wt y¢ edge of his
byll, as in y® fecond ground above is faid.

4. Rememb euer in al yor fyght wt this weapon to
make yo' {pace narrow whether it be againit the ftaf
or byll fo y* what {o ever he fhal do againit you, yo
{hal ftill make yo ward before he be in his ful force
to offend you.

5. Alfo yf yo can reach wtin the hed of his byll w* the
hed of yor byll then fodainly w* the hed of yor byll
fnach his byll hed ftrongly towards you, & tgerwtall
indiret his byl hed & forcibly run vp yo* byl hed to
his hands, {fo haue yo the lyke advantage as abouefaid,
wheras I {pake of runyng vp towards his hands.

6. Yf he lye alowe wt his byl hed then yf y6 can put
yor byll hed in ow the hed of his bylle & ftronglye put
doune his byl ftaf w* yo' byl hed, bearinge it flat, then
yo may p‘lently run vp yof byll hed fingle handed to
his hands & fly out therw?, fo fthal yo hurt him in y*
hand & go free yo'ielf.

7. The like may yo do wt yor byll againft the fhort
ftaf yf yo can prefs itdoune in y© lykefort, but yf he haue
a longe ftaf then run vp dubble handed w*both hands
vpon yor byll, we® thynge yo may fafly do becaunfe yo
are in yo* {trength & haue taken him in the weak prte
of his {iaf. ' _'

8. Yf he lye hye w* his byll hed then put vp yor byll
hed und® his & caft his byll out to y* fyde y* yo fhal
fynd fytteft, fo haue yo the aduantage to thruit or hook
at him & fly out. |

R 2 . . Or
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Or yf yo caft his byl farr out of the right lyne then
run in & take him by the legg w* y© edge of yor byl],
as is faid in the 2™ ground of this chapter.

Yf yo ward his blow wt yo' byll ftaf wtin yo* byll g,
hed, then anfwer him as wt y¢ thort {laf.

Note y* as the byl mans aduantage is to tak the ftaf
w* y¢ hed of y¢ byll fo the ftaf man by reason y* y© hed
of y* byll is a faire mark hath y* aduantage of him in
y¢ cafting afyde of the hed of the byll wt his ftaf or
beating y* afyde, the w* yf y¢ byll man looke not very
well into it the ftaf man ther vpon wil take al mann* of

aduantages of y¢ ftaf fyght againft him.

“ The Chapter . .

o5 the Morris | Of the fyght of y* morris pyke againft
pike is ymigue, the {}’.&f weapon. .
ar e other :

work fpeaks Cﬂﬁ: 14.

of parrier with
rthat weapon.”—

W. London,

UFNRE yo fight w yo* enemy having both morris 1.
® pyks wt both poynts of yor pyks forwards,
alowe upon y° ground, holding the butt end
of the pyke in one hand fyngle w* knuckles
vpwards & the thumb undrneth, wt the thumbe &
forefing® towards yo* face & the lyttle fynger towards
the poynt of y* pyke, bering the butt end of the pyke
fro the one fyde to y® other right before the face, then
lye yo w* yor arme fpent & yo* body open w* yor hand
to y° right fyde w* yo" knuckles Dounwards & yo* nailes
vpwards.

Or yo may lye 1n y* fort, w* yor hand over to the
left fyde w* yo* knuckles vpwards & yo* nayles Doun-
wards, wherby al yor body wilbe Open. yf then he fhal
fodainlye rayfe vp the point of his pyke wt his other
hand
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hand & com to thruft at yo, then in the Mountinge of
his poynt or his coynge in fodainlye tofie vp the poynt
of yo* pyke wt yo* iand fyngle & fo thruft him in the
leggs w* yor pyke & fly out therwt. -

Or els you May ftand vpo yor ward & Not tofle vp
yor pykes poynt but breake his thruft by croflynge the
poynt of his pyke wt the Mydds of yo pyke by calting
vp yof hand, wt the butt end of yor pyke aboue yor hed,
& fo bering ouer hys point wt yor ftaf, to the other {yde
as for example,

. Yf yo lye wt yot hand {pent towards the left fyde of
yo* bodye, then fodainlye bere his poynt ouer {trongly
towards yor right fyde.

Yf yo lye wt yor hand {pent towards yo' right fyde
then bere his poynt towards yor left fyde, & ther vpon
gather vp yo' pyke wt yor other hand & thruft at him
& fly out.

Yf he cotynew his fyght wt his point aboue, & yO
lye wt yor pyke breft hye & hyer w* your hand & point
{o, yt yo may Make yo* thruft at his face or body wt
yor poynt Directly towards his face, holding yor pyke
wt both your hands on yor ftaf yo* hinder hand w* yo
knuckles vpwards & yo* formuft hand w* yot knuckles
dounwards & ther thaking yof pyke & faulfing at his
face wt yo* poynt as Neere his face as you may, then
fodainlye Make out yo* thruft fyngle handed at his face
& fly backe wtall, wed thruft he can hardly breake one
of 20 by reafon y* yo haue made yor {pace {o narrow
vpon his gard, fo y* yo beinge firft in yo© altion he
wil ftil be to late in his defence to defend himfelf,

. but note while yo lye faulfinge to Deceve him looke
well toyor leggs yt he in the Meane tyme toffe not vp the

R 3 poynt
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poynt of his pyke fyngle handed & hurt yo therwt in
y¢ {hynes.

Yf he lye fo w' his poynt vp a loft as you do then ;.
Make yo' fpace Narrow Mountinge yo point a lyttle &
crofe his'pyke wt yo™ & ftronglye and {odainly caft his
poynt out of the right lyne and thruft whome from the
fame {fyngle or dubble as you fynd yor beft aduantage,
& fly out therw?.

~ Or yo may run in when yo haue caft out his poynt
flydinge both yor hands on yor ftaf til yo com wtin iij
quarters of a yard of the hed of yof pyke & ftabb him
therwt w* one hand & w' yor other hand kepe him of
from y® grype.

Now yf he be a man of {kyll, notw'{tandinge y* 6.
Making of yt faulte in fuffering you to do fo yet this
help he hat¥1, as yo are comynge in he will {odamlye
draw in his pyke poynt & fly back wtall, then haue yo
no helpe but to fly oat inftantly to the myddle of yor
pyke & from thence backe to y*end & then are yo as at
the firft begynnynge of yor fyght yo were.

Yf you fynd y* he lye farr out of y° right lyne wt7.
his poynt or y fyﬁ can fo farr Indirect y® fame then caft
yor pyke out of yo' hands, crofe over vpon the myds
of his pyke, by w<® meanes yo fhal entangle his pyke,
then while he doth firyve to get his pyke at lybertye,
run you in fodainlye drawing yor Dagg® & ftrike or
{tabb at him.

Then yf he haue the prfection of this fyght as well 8.
as you, he wilbe as reddy w* his daggr as yo are w* yo~,
then muft yo fyght it out at the fyngle dagg® fyght as
is thewed in the 15™ Cap: then he y* hath not the
prfection of y* fyght gow* to wracke.

And
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And here note y*in al the courfe of my teachinge
of thefe my breef InfiruGtions yf both the prtyes haue
the ful prfection of y¢ true fyght then the on will not
be able to hurt thother at what prfyt weapon fo euer.
But yf a Man y* haue the prfection of fight thal

fight w* on y* haue it not then muft y* vatkylful man
go to wrack & thother goe free,

Of the fingle Dagger fyght againft the lyke weapon.

. Capr 1%,

GO IRST know y* to this weapon ther belongeth
) S8 8 no Wards nor gryps but againft fuch a one
B w5} as is foolehardy & will fuffer himfelf to haue
W=8% 2 ful ftabb in the face or bodye to hazard

the geving of Another, then againtt him y& may vie

{ﬂf left hand in throwinge him afyde or firike vp his
ecles aft* yo haue ftab® him.

In this dagg® fyght, yo muft vfe cStynual motion fo
fhal he not be able to put y5 to y® cloze or grype, be-
caufe yo© contynuall motion difappointeth him of his
true place, & the more ferce he is in runynge in, the
{oon® he gayneth you the place, wherby he is wounded,
& yo not any thing the rather endangered. |

'The mann® of handling yor cotynuall motion is this,
kepe out of diftance & firik or thruft at his hand, Arme,
face or body, y* thal prefs vpon yo, & yf he defend
blow or thruft w* his dagg® make yo blow or thruft at
his hand. o |

Yf he com in w* his left legg forewards or wt the
right, do you ftrike at y* prte as foone as it fhalbe
w'in yo' reach, remembring y* yo vfe contynual motion

in
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in yor prgreflion & regrefflyon according to yo~ twyfold
gou'nors,

Although the daggr fyght be thought a verye dan- g.
gerous fyght by reafon of y¢ fhortnes & {ynglenes
therof, yet the fight therof being handled as 1s afore-
faid, 1s as faf & as defencive as is the fight of any other
weapon, this endeth my breef Infiru®ions.

Finis.



Sundry kinds of play or fight. Thornborew.
1 Unctaine variable
2 fyngle
3 gardant.

itf different kinds of fight.
1 y' forceth or priieth on )

¢ t
2 hey tﬁ?i}? back w fom blow or |wtan Impfit ward

3 he y* ftandeth to his wards or(t Ut of y° way.

paffato )

1. Againft him yt prfieth y5, naked play is beft becs
he ufeth his foote, y* open lofty play y* hand.

2. y* 2™ is btft followed wt y* variable & vne'taine
handling els thould yo be a make to yor enemy & too
{flow in motion,

3. v° 3™ muft be incountred w* y* gardant play
wherin you fhal try him at y* B fword or bow he can
efcape y* prting blow or thrutt,

When yo gather kepe yo* place & f{pace equal &
only be a patient & rememb* y' y° gardant play bring-
cth yo fafly in & keps yo© enemy out.

Know this ord® of play els y° beft may be deceaved,
to be ufed againft al thefe differencs & bring y° good-

S | nes
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nes therof in fufpitio, for al thefe plaies are good:in
their kynd, tyme & occafio offered by divfitie of play,
but not on of them to be cuntinuafl’y ufed & played
vpon as a p'fe€tio againft euery aflault,

1. In y® naked play yo muft fet yofelf vpright wt
yo' feet in a {male fpace, obffving y° place of yor hand
wher yo may ftrike or thruft moft quickly & redely
& fo take y° tyme of him yt p'fleth on (viing y* tyme
of his feet) w' yo blowe or thruft wher he is moft
open,

PI. In y* variable play, yo dryve him to his thyfts
changing yorielf into fundry kynds of blowes thrufts &
lyings, w* yo muft not ftay upon,

2. feeking to + him ftil in his playes as yo may,
wherby yo fhal force him to fly, or els to ftand to y*
proof of his B fword play. |

3. the gardant play is to be vied againft y° blowe,
thruft & paffata y* cometh wtin dang® of hurt, for
treading y* right way & keping yor place & hand in
fpace & {trength you cannot loofe y¢ tyme to defend
fro either of thofe offers. | ‘

thefe Judged of in reafon & known by fom pradtife
wil make yo deale fafly againt al forts, fkilful or vn-
ikilful, fo y* feare or Ang® hinder not yof Knowledge,

Of Tymes.
hand

foote

1. The tyme of y* hand & foot
foot & hand. nanght

_Of
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Of place fpace., firength & tyme.

t. v*tyme of y°* hand is when yo ftrike fro a w™ or
ftand in place to ftrike.

2. the tyme of y* foot is when yo ftep forward to
ftrike or when yo gather towarde yor own right fyds.

3. y* tyme of y* hand & foot is when yo tread yo*
ground in courfe to ftrike rather than pfling forwards,
or when yo flide back or go back, yo hand & foot
being then of equal agillitie,

4. y* tyme of y* foot & hand is when yo handle
yor gardant play viing then a flowe motio in both.

ther is but 1 good way to gather vpo yo* enemy,
gardant. Al other are dangerous & fubiect to y° blowe
on y* hed or thruft on y* body.

for no way can ward both but as aforf.

yor hand & feet in good play muift go together,
whether it be in quick or flow motion.

In gathering forwards or tow™s yo' right fyde yor
hand falleth fro yo' place, fpace, & ftrength & fo
falleth out y* lofs of tyme.

when yo gather & fuffer y* goune yof fight, defend
only. when yo do, be fingle, or not fixed towards on
any lying, but alfo y* quicknes of yor hand in its pp*
place carried, _

In breaking y° thruft when yo lye aloft fingle or
gardant & fpace yor arme fomwhat bowing in ward-
ing y° blowe, haue refpedt to yor place of hand &
ftrength, yot arme ftrait. this courfe in yof tyme is
beft pformed, the on of thefe wt yor hand aloft- yof
point downe thother yor hand in place yo* more high

yof {P‘E{IE lefs curious, |
S 2 Dubble
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Dubble|(fence defence treble
tyme ward
placc Wa}r
{pace {low motio
hand f Dubble (fals
arme, weapo| true fingle |  fpatious
body Strait obicure,
foote | J Manifeft

tyme is cheefly to be ob{*ved in both a&ions vpo
wer (RS ) waiteth. |

Upon thefe 3 y* 4 following, vpon thefe 4 y* firft
3, upon thefe y© later 3.

to hurt or defend, a tyme in both is to be obf*ved
to y* furtherance of w® place is to be gotten, w'out wet
tyme wilbe to long to p'form y* web is intended, y* {pace
is to be noted betwene ij oppofits & in refpect of
touching, or in regard of faving as alfo for priving of .
tyme, by y® fmale way it hath either to y° body, or
puting by y* weapon.

the next 4 muit be vied together to prforme thother
iij rules, for y* hand being nymble & quick of itfelf
may els be hindered in y°® want of any of thefe, the
weapon muft be framed & inclyned to srve y° agilitie
of y* hand eyther in hurting or defending.

the body vpright or leanyng to y* weapon, y* it
hindr not y* difpofitio of thother 3 the foot. anfwerable
to them plying y° hand & ward al in ftrait {pace, y* w
wt hand high wt y* point downe, the arme ftrait out as
redy for both actions. h

the
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al vndr play is beaten w* moft agil, fingle & y- lofty
the lofty w* y* gardant, His when w* his foot he
fecke y* low lying 1s out of place to]
ofend defend or not fo for lack of tyme
fpace & crofling, yf he lye out wt his
long® weapo it is put bye fro aloft, who
hath place tyme & reach of body &
arme al w* y° +. )

g3 re y* reading
y® enterlyyinge
-of other things
therto adioyn-

ing.

Crofs
the lofty naked play is beaten wt y* ward becs of {fpace]
me
to Defend, y* lofty naked fingle loofe play {tveth tt)c; win
y° Tyme of y® lowe & dubble play.
the bent gardant requireth yor arme f{trait high &
out y° point down towards (93 re II wel} y* body &
foote y* way inclyned.
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the way vodr y* w'd widrawing y* body from harmes,
the motio flowe y* y"a&io of y°* hand be not hindered.

the reft are y° difpofitions of y°* placed difplaced
handlings '

Slowfoot : fwift hand : quick foot : flow hand.

tread : ftride : follow : falaway :
When yo feek to offend w* blow or thrufl, yor place of
hand is loft, y* way to redeeme it is to flyde back vnd*
yo' lofty ward as aforefd alwaies y* yor adu'farie lye
aloft redy to ftrike or thruft or vie his hand only,

yf yo would offend him y* lyeth lowe vpo y° thruft
then when yo difplace yor weapon fro aloft yo may
aft’ yor blow at hed or arme or neereft place, ftand &
thruft before yo go backe becaufe he is out of place &
{pace & cannot -, & therby loofeth his tyme to annoy
yo & yo may thruft & retyre for a new affault,

this not fo fownd,

In ftriking or thrufting neur hind* yor hand w* puting
forth yor foote but kepe y* place therof til yo haue of-
fended wt y* one only y°* bending of yo' body very
little foreward may fuffite, els yo loofe a dubble tyme,
on in fetting forth yo™ foot thother in recou’ing yof
loft place of yor fot both to y* lofs of tyme & yof
purpofte.

Strike : thruft: ward : breake:

the dubble offence is in firiking & thrufting.

warding v° blow |

ﬂdm i1y fold breakingg ):)r puting bye y* thruft

efence 1n fvdine back vndr vor hane; q

yding back vnd* yor hanging ward.

wyn y° place: ftand faft, ftrike home |
offend, defend, & go faf. ,
53 al
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] Open Aght is to carry yo' & hilt aloft above yo© hed either w' poynt { Eﬂﬂ:rdﬁh weh s bedt
: I. becs it fals beft to y* gardant ward
{trike
2. yet ufe y* w* yo find apteft to { thruft
ward

Of s fhort_jingle fword againft v like weapon being both of a length

1. { Anfwere him in ¥ fame fight is beft but kepe your diftance -
, 2, i let yo© gatherings in be ever towards his right fide y* yo© fword may choake
up al his blows made at yo before it be in force & fré yo” ward inftantly uncrofe
& ftrike him on y® hed or other open place, or thruft him in y° body & inftantly
fly out

o ey

1, (tak it nat w' forehand w? eccept
v be fure to w! it if y& do w™
it fo if he com in w' al, then fro
thruft
yt ow'd gﬁrike} remembring yo'
| grype.,
I. f}rnr enemy lye gov'nors, & ftrike fio y" w™ at
in Open or 1::'u~a'J1 1. [ left | i. [ ward it w' v hed &c. or thruft y* body.,
gardant fAght | true gard- } 1.[ prefs in to clofe then
ant ward g take y* gripe of him.
g | 2. | if w'al he 2.{ cinot inthea inftants
tde of ] ly uncrofs &ftrike him
F hed | | on y hed & fly out.
; yﬂb ; ‘ I. /mount yo© point {o y' yo' blade
Ifhe ftrike or boty be caft out w' his towards yo’
at y° § right fhould” & ' wil trus,v
2, ; then put doun | ward y® right fide of yo" hed,
o hilt a J 1. ( firike hed
. 2, | right ittle & inftant- .
i 8 | \ y y* left his{ body
- ) ide of thigh
2.{ or outfide of his
fid ww™ | right thigh & fly
either back inftantly, on
. of thefe he cannot
i. | . avoide,

3. | hed y8 lying below in variable fight thruft at his hand or arme by

_ _ereéting yo© point w* yo* knockles dounwards & fly out inftantly.

2. | he thruft at yo' face or body, then beat it downwards wt yo' fword garda:nt bering yo® point
ftrongly tow™ yo' right fyde & fodainly ftrike him on y* hed or thruft him in y* body & fiy out

fodainly. - .

If 1. { forceably prefs on yO w' y! fight intending to hurt yo in y* face or hed, or

to take y* grype of ¥,

Againft him ufe both open & gardant fight fo thal you upon every blowe
ot thruft made at y0 fré yo" wards firike or thruft him on y* face hed or body
& fly out inftantly. .

2. | & yS lye below in variable 1, { but w' forehand ward & be f{ure to kepe f}'ﬁ'
fight then offer not toward j diftance to make him ¢b in w' his feet or foot
yd lye in ngen 54 .Elllaw maded at yo' ged & y* wil difa_?iointlhis ﬁyme & place,
or true gardant with true gardant war f tyme witbe to long] . .
faht g | 3 2, | yo fgace s to wide gfm due tyme to do 1t
3. | Anfwer him not w' y* I.( fpace wilbe to wide on both {yds to make a true
bastard } - dant fioht ward in due tyme, ‘
{Imprﬁ:& gardant BERt 5. ) arme & body wilbe open to neere him fo y* wt
wt yo' bodye bowing for. | bending in of his body w' y°* tyme of y* hand or
wards there yo° hand & foot he may either thruft yo' body or

1 - , take }'B gripc of VOu.

1. [ he y* firlt breaketh his diftance & do attempt to flrike at y* others hed,
fhalbe furely ftriken on y* hed himfelf if thother ftrike therat in his cGing in,
and flip a little back w'al, for y* maketh an lndirettion wherby yo' blowe
croffeth his hed & maketh a true ward for yo© owne. i )
2. ] it is bett” for y* patient to ftrike home firongly at y® agents hed if y® agent
| preis upon him to win y® place, then to thruﬁz, for y* cs laft abovefaid.

4. | y6 fight vpon open or true gardant fight nev’ ward upd forehand ward for yo© fpace wilbe to wide
in due tyme to make a true w™,

he lye a{nft w' his point tow"ds y0 aft® ¥* mann® of y* Imbrocata then make yo* fpace narrow w*
yo' point upwards, therw' put by his point & ftrike or thruit as aforefaid at any open place but be
1. { & fly out pfently

2. { y' he deceive yo not in y* taking his poynt,

o .

3. | both f;l:ght upd
open hght

fure herin to kepe yo' diftance

\




